
 The Roman Catholic Communities of  
 

St. James the Greater 
75 River Road 

Montague, New Jersey 

 
and 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
210 Route 206 North 

Sandyston, New Jersey 
 

Office for both parishes is located at 
210 Route 206 North 
Sandyston, NJ 07826 

 
Parish Office: 973-948-2296 

Fax: 973-948-4634 
E-mail address: stjamesthomas@aol.com 
Website address: saintjamesthomas.org  

Rectory: 973-293-7582 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
 

PASTOR: Father Wayne Varga 
DEACON: Mr. Wayne von Doehren 

CRE: Mrs. Mary Flexer 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Mrs. Patricia Hope 

PARISH SECRETARY: Mrs. Rosemarie Briegel 
 
 

Mass Schedule at St. James 
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 11:30 AM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 Mass Schedule at St. Thomas 
Saturday: 4:30 PM – Vigil 

Sunday: 9:30 AM 
Mon., Tues., Wed. and Fri.: 9:00 AM 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Thomas the Apostle - Saturday - 4:00 PM - 4:20 PM or by appointment  
 

Religious Education for children (CCD):  
Religious Education/Youth Office and classes are located at the Msgr. Gacquin Youth/ Religious Education Center,  

122 Layton-Hainesville Road, Sandyston (mail should be sent to parish office address listed above) 
Phone: 973-948-7004 ~ Fax: 973-948-7007 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (September through April): 

At St. Thomas the Apostle Church as part of the 9:30 AM Mass. 
 
New parishioners are invited to fill out a registration form which can be found in the vestibule of the Church. Often when a Catholic is 
asked to be a Godparent for baptism or sponsor for Confirmation a letter from the pastor of their parish is requested. This can only be 
given to registered and active members of the parish. 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during Mass providing that liturgical norms do not dictate otherwise. Please contact the office 
to schedule a Baptism and to make arrangements for preparations especially for first time parents. Baptisms may be scheduled at other 
times if extenuating conditions apply. Godparents must be practicing Catholics. 
 
Part of our ministry is to visit the sick in hospital or at home. Privacy laws do not allow us to visit or pray publicly for the sick unless 
permission is given by the individual or their health care proxy. Please inform us of the needs of the sick, and we will be happy to 
respond as best we can. 

 
Pregnancy Assistance 

Call 1-800-395-HELP or Tri-State Pregnancy 570-491-5151 
Good Counsel: 1.800.723.8331 for pregnant mothers in need anytime, anyplace. 

www.goodcounselhomes.org 
Post Abortion Healing: 

Project Rachel 973-777-8818, ext. 272 
Lumina: Hope and Healing After Abortion:  1.877.LUMINA1 (877.586.4621) 

www.postabortionhelp.org 
Adoption Services: 

Adoption@CatholicCharities.  
 

The Schools of The Catholic Academy of Sussex County 
973-729-6125 X225 

Rev. George A. Brown School (Pre-K to Gr. 4) 
Pope John XXIII Middle School (Gr. 5 to 7) 
Pope John XXIII High School (Gr. 8 to 12) 

 

Welcome -We Are a Tithing Parish 

 

mailto:stjamesthomas@aol.com
http://www.goodcounselhomes.org/
http://www.postabortionhelp.org/


Don’t Miss Advent 
 
 With the beginning of Advent, we get to start all over.   Just as January 1st signals the 
start of a new calendar year, so too the First Sunday of Advent begins the new Church 
year.   It’s a time of promise and expectation.   It’s like pressing the ‘reset’ button.   Are 
you ready to start a brand new chapter in your life ?   Spiritually, this could be the 
beginning of something new and better for you. 
 

 Every new beginning is a gift.   It offers hope.   New beginnings are like absolutions 
from the past, a chance to start all over with a clean slate.   Advent is an opportunity to 
re-focus ourselves and review our priorities, and to think about what’s most important 
in your life. 
 

 The Season of Advent has its own character.   It is meant, for us, to be a time of 
patience, and expectation, and hope.   Yes, it is the four weeks before Christmas, but we 
are not really waiting for Jesus’s birth.     Jesus was born already—2000 years ago.   But 
He has promised to come again.   And this is the waiting we emphasize during Advent:  
for Our Lord’s coming at the end of time. 
 

 In this sense, this Season of Advent is meant to symbolize our whole lifetime.   Our 
whole lives should be lived with that sense of waiting for the Lord to come.   Advent, 
thus, reminds us to be prayerful at all times, to be living each day in the way we would 
want Jesus to find us when He does come for us. 
 

 The Advent Season beckons us to go beyond just the ‘here and now’—and to focus on 
the bigger picture.   This includes both our time on earth, and our future in eternity.   At 
present, are you headed in the right direction ?   Advent teaches us that our eternity 
with the Lord begins here on earth. 
 

 So don’t ignore Advent.   Don’t always be doing ‘Christmasy’ things during Advent.   
Let its own unique, beautiful spirit envelop you and carry you beyond all the 
commotion and chaos of the pre-Christmas rush.   As the Advent song urges us:  
“Ready the way of the Lord.” 
 

This Christmas Season will be here soon enough.   It will come and go.   It can 
leave us exhausted.   Or it can be a joy-filled time, celebrating Jesus’ first coming—in 
anticipation of His next arrival.   The key is celebrating a prayerful Advent. 
 
 
                                                                  God bless you, 
                                                                  Father Wayne 

 

 
 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 2, 2018 

 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Ray Sorg at the   

Request of Lorraine                      

 
SATURDAY, December 8 
Immaculate Conception 
  8:00AM – Joseph Gilligan 
                                                                                                                                                                         
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 9 
   8:00AM – Evelyn Schweer  
      req. by her friend, Vicki Gorlach 
               -Densel Scott 
      req. by Janice Cerra  
                                                               
 11:30AM – Emily Blickweidel 
      req. by her Family  
                  
      

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$1,204.00 – Regular Collection – November 18, 2018 + 
$   261.00 – Online Giving 
$   828.00 – Regular Collection – November 25, 2018 + 
$   251.00 – Online Giving 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first 
Sunday of the month except for July, August and September.  
 

The Legion of Mary meets every Friday morning at 10:00a.m. 
in St. Thomas the Apostle Church. Men and women of both 
parishes are invited to consider Auxiliary or Active membership. 

For further information, please contact the parish office. 

 
 
Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 

God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 
image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 

those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 

to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any 
further information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please 
contact Diana, Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 

 
St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are 
interested in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda 

Spinapolice at 973-293-7031. 
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 

Margaret Accordino, Loretta Bauman, James Brittain, Agnes Ciesielski, 
Peg Coates, Mary Cunico, Frances Demalderis, Rozanne DeNardo, 
Derya Dimertas, Judy Dressie, Sofia Evelich, Rachel Gibbs, Gomez 

Family, Mary Guimes, Barbara Haggerty, Mr. Harris, Carmen Howell, 
Jennifer, Doug Kabbash, Bernadette Lang, Angela Lanzalotta, Jeff 
Librizzi, Beth Lucien, Jodi Lupo, Thomas Lynch, Agnes Mantini, Betty 

Mastrelli, Sonny Mastrelli Sandy Matthews, Brian McKenna,  John 
Meehan, Robert Morenski, Bill Myers, Kelly Nicole, Richard Nowicki, 
Robert Organes, Jim Pantelmo, Danielle Parker, Tracey Perles, Nicole 

Perry, Flo Puccio, Sal, Sarah Scheckner, Alex Sepiol, Infant John Antonio 
Seti, John Sikora, Pam Spencer, Baby Teddy, Michael Toth, Jen Vaughn, 
Richard Vergona, Tarra Wagner, Thomas Walsh and Joan White 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns for the 
 Intentions of Winona MacKinnon at the 

Request of her friend, Rosemarie                       

 
MONDAY, December 3 
9:00AM – Marie Aumick 
      req. by Ann Dilger 
                                                                                           
TUESDAY, December 4 
9:00AM – Louise Flexer 
      req. by Gerry Mahon 

                                           
WEDNESDAY, December 5 
9:00AM – Deceased Youth and Catechists 
      req. Mary Flexer  
       
THURSDAY, December 6 
No Mass 
               
FRIDAY, December 7 
9:00AM – Father Vincent Klim  
      req. by Mary Flexer 
             -John Cerra 
      req. by his wife, Janice  
 
7:00PM, Vigil – Josephine Yarosz 
      req. by her Family 
                                                                               
SATURDAY, December 8 
Immaculate Conception 
9:00AM – Leonie Flaskamp 
      req. by her Family 
 
SATURDAY, Vigil, December 8 
4:30PM – Intentions of the Legion of Mary 
      req. by the Legion of Mary 
            -Yolanda Boon 
      req. by Mary Dunleavy  
                                                                
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT      
December 9 
9:30AM – Louise Flexer 
      req. by Pat & Pete Lane  
                                    

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,893.00 – Regular Collection – November 18, 2018 + 
$   596.00 – Online Giving 
$1,544.00 – Regular Collection – November 25, 2018 + 
$   393.00 – Online Giving 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 

Rosaries for Peace 
Please join us Sundays before 9:30am Mass for recitation of the First 
Glorious Mystery of the Holy Rosary. The remaining mysteries will be 

recited immediately after Mass. Rosary beads are available in the 
Gathering Space. 
The Saturday eve Mass will also be preceded by a Rosary for Peace, 

beginning at 4:10 p.m.   May we ask our Blessed Mother, Patroness of 
our Nation, to help us find peace in our nation and in the world. 



 
 
 
Advent Joy 

Today we begin the new Liturgical calendar with the Season of 
Advent. At this time of year we become excited as we look 
forward to the activities and traditions of the Advent and 
Christmas season. But sometimes that excitement blurs our 
vision of what we should be focusing on – specifically, the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Here are some reminders of some of the things that 
bring us joy at this time of year: 

 Family Time ~ Often centered around a meal, get-
togethers with family can be the best part of the season. 
Memories and traditions are made and passed down 
during these special times together. 

 Decorating ~ As we prepare our hearts with reflection 
and repentance, we prepare our homes with lights and 
decorations. These festive ornaments show those we 
welcome into our homes that we are ready for Christ, 
the Light of the world. 

 Anticipation ~ Waiting is difficult during these modern 
times. But patiently waiting creates healthy anticipation, 
leading us to better appreciate that moment, whenever it 
arrives. 

(To be continued…Taken from Take Out – Family Faith on the Go) 

 

Catholic Teens 
Our next gathering will take place at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Parish TODAY, Sunday, December 2nd, from 6:00-8:00PM for 
an evening of fun and friendship! There will be plenty of food, fun, 
games, music and prayer. Come join us and see what’s going 
on – you won’t be disappointed!!! 
 

Celebrate December 
December 6th ~ St. Nicholas ~ His generosity became embodied 
in the modern-day Santa Claus. Leave a small gift of candy or a 
prayer card for your children in their shoes the night before this 
feast day. 
December 8th ~ Immaculate Conception ~ God gave the Blessed 
Virgin Mary the gift of being conceived without original sin. This is 
what the words “Immaculate Conception” mean. Today is a Holy 
Day of Obligation for all Catholics. 
(Note: The Advent Night of Reflection for Grades 6-10 is 
cancelled due to the Vigil Mass for this beautiful feast day. 
All are encouraged to go to Mass as a family either Friday 
night or Saturday morning.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant ~ As has been a 
long-standing tradition here at St. Thomas and St. James for 
many years, we would like to once again present a Children’s 
Christmas Pageant. This is only possible with the help of many 
Children, Parents and Teens (Confirmation Service Hours). We 
would like to plan this on Sunday, December 16th at 3:00PM at 
St. Thomas. Rehearsal will take place on Saturday, 
December 8th following the 9:00am Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception holy day Mass from 10:30am until Noon. 
 
ST. THOMAS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Come join us next Sunday, December 9th for our Annual 
Pancake Breakfast and Coffee Hour after the 9:30AM Mass.  
 
The Columbiettes are holding their annual Project Self-
Sufficiency Toy Drive which ends the first week of December. All 
toys need to be new and unwrapped. There is a basket in the 
Gathering Space for your consideration. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
“SOUP MAKERS WANTED”…The St. James the Greater “Soup 
on a Saturday” Committee is soliciting soup makers for the next 
event on Saturday, January 26, 2019. If you are willing to make 
and donate from 5 – 20 quarts of soup, please contact Bill 
Ricciardi @845-341-3686 by text or call. Containers will be 
supplied. We would love to have some different soups to 
supplement the past favorites. 
 
2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Here I Am, Lord! 
As the year comes fast to an end, and many are planning on how 
to make a final year-end charitable contribution that has the most 
impact, please consider the many lives that are helped because 
of the support given to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. These are 
your neighbors, your friends, our senior priests and seminarians 
and urban school students. All of us can play a part in the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal – as either a contributor to the cause or 
as a recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a result. 
Please make the Bishop’s Annual Appeal a priority in your year-
end philanthropy. Gifts can be made by check, credit cards, 
through gifts of securities or on-line at www.2018appeal.org. If 
you are 70 ½  or over and have an IRA, you can receive a tax 
benefit by instructing your IRA investment manager to donate 
your required minimum distribution to the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal. Please consult your tax or financial advisor for more 
information. 
 
Columbiettes 
Our Seminarian, Tom Costello, Jr., the son of Cindy and Tom 
Costello, is in preparation for the priesthood. The Columbiettes 
are sponsoring funding towards his education in this most holy 
endeavor. There are containers placed in both parishes. We 
appreciate any donations that are given. We thank all 
parishioners in advance and especially thank Father Wayne for 
his encouragement in this endeavor. 
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     This Week in Our Parishes 
 STC –  St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 

  SJC –  St. James Church or Church Hall 

  REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed. Center 

 
           Sunday, December 2, 2018 

               1st Sunday of Advent 

8:00 a.m.  SJC   Coffee Hour after Mass 

9:30 a.m.  REC  Mass & Class  Gr. 6, 7, 8 

9:30 a.m.  STC   C.L.O.W. 

1:00 p.m.  STC   Focus Session for St. J & St. T. 

 

                     Monday, Dec. 3 

11:00 a.m. STC   Prayer Shawl & Ros. Makers Mtg. 
 

                    Tuesday, Dec. 4 

10:00a.m.  STC   Reflections on Readings 

4:00 p.m.   REC  Relig. Ed.  Gr. 1 & 2 

6:15 p.m.   STC  Yoga-lates 
 

                 Wednesday, Dec. 5 

4:00 p.m.   REC  Relig. Ed.  Gr. 3, 4 & 5 
 

                  Thursday, Dec. 6 
 

                    Friday, Dec. 7 

10:00a.m.  STC   Legion of Mary Mtg. 

10:00a.m.  STC   Adoration of Bl. Sac. (till Noon) 

7:00 p.m.   STC   Vigil Mass of Immac. Concept. 
 

                  Saturday, Dec. 8 

 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

8:00 a.m.   SJC    Mass 

9:00 a.m.   STC   Mass 

10:30 p.m. STC  Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
 

           Sunday, December 9, 2018  

               2nd Sunday of Advent   

 9:30 a.m.  STC   C.L.O.W. 

9:30 a.m.   STC   Coffee Hour / Pancake Breakfast 

                                                     --after Mass                                       

                 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  2nd Advent 
      1st Reading:    Baruch 5: 1–9 

      Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 126 

      2nd Reading:  Philippians 1: 4--6, 8--11  

      Gospel:           Luke 3: 1--6  
  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

What are your plans for Advent ? 

Only 22 days left. 

Focus Session Today.   All are welcome to a 

joint session to follow-up on our previous meeting 

over the summer.    Deacon John DiTaranto, of the 

Catholic Leadership Institute will review our 

observations of the summer meetings, and present 

findings that will help to keep our parishes strong 

and viable for the future.   This session will 

combine the observations of both St. James Parish 

and St. Thomas Parish.   The session begins at 1 

p.m. at St. Thomas.   Refreshments will be served.  

Please come out and help to ensure a strong future.   

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  
December 8th celebrates this feast which honors 

our Blessed Mother as being free from sin from the 

first moment of her conception.   She would thus be 

a fitting vessel for Jesus, God’s Son, to enter the 

world.   This day is also our patronal feast day, 

since Mary, the Immaculate Conception is 

Patroness of the United States.  This day for us is 

a Holy Day of Obligation.   Masses to honor our 

Blessed Mother will be held at these times: 

          Fri. evening, Dec. 7th  7 p.m. at St. Thomas 

          Sat., Dec. 8th at 8:00 a.m. at St. James 

          Sat., Dec. 8th at 9:00 a.m. at St. Thomas 

 

Come Home for Christmas.  The Sacrament 

of Reconciliation should be at the top of your list to 

get ready for Christmas.    It is the best way to 

prepare for celebrating the Lord’s coming into our 

world.   Confessions will be held at our parishes 

from 7 p.m. till 8 p.m. on the Mondays of 

Advent: 

      Mon. Dec.  3  at St. Thomas 

      Mon. Dec. 10 at St. James 

      Mon. Dec. 17 at St. Thomas 
 

Christmas Trees.   St. Paul’s Abbey, on Route 

206 one mile south of Newton, has thousands of 

Christmas trees ready to choose ‘n’ cut.   Open 7 

days a week from Nov. 23rd to Dec. 23rd, 9 a.m. till 

4 p.m.   They also have the Abbey Gift Shop with 

many items that make ideal Christmas gifts, 

including books, statues, jewelry and more. 
 

FORMED.org  Free to you as a parishioner;  our 

parish code is: HCVWQC.    Password is:  formed.   

Now even easier:  log onto our parish website 

saintjamesthomas.org and scroll down to the 

Formed banner, and register. 

Recommended by Formed:   Study:  

                   Advent,  Session 1: ‘Prepare the Way’        

https://formed.org/study/57f7c58958df5dc02171dba7/lesson/57f7c2c758df5dc02171dba2

