
     



How Do You Be “Catholic” ? 
 What really makes a person ‘Catholic’ ?    How would you describe a ‘Catholic’ ?    What is particular or 

special about the Catholic faith ?    Try to answer this in your own words. 

  As we move through the Season of Lent, most people become more aware of the need to express our 

‘Catholicity’ and to renew our faith.   There is just something not complete—if we don’t.   Lent is the spiritual 

version of springtime;  it’s a time to flower and flourish with new life and deepened faith. 

 Matthew Kelly, a Catholic writer and speaker from Australia, has identified seven things that describe our 

Catholic faith and make it unique.   He speaks of them as Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality, and has written 

a book with that title.   He speaks of these pillars as spiritual wisdom:  tools developed and found true over the 

course of the 2000 years of the Church’s life.   Use them to help you grow during this Season of Lent and beyond. 

1.  Confession.   We must recognize our need to repent and turn back to God.   When we do, we find that God is 

always ready to take us back.   The Sacrament of Reconciliation may be one of His greatest gifts to us:  the chance 

to begin again. 

2.  Daily Prayer.   Who can claim to be close to someone without continuing conversation ?   The Lord wishes 

us to speak to Him each day.   Even more, He wishes to speak to us.   Perhaps the most valuable part of prayer is 

when we are quiet and listen to God speaking to our heart. 

3.  The Mass.  The Lord offers Himself to us totally at each Mass:  in the wisdom of His Word; and in the 

unbounded love of the gift of His Body and Blood.   As we share the Word and the Eucharist, we realize how 

much we have in common;  we realize that each other believer is also a precious gift of God. 

4.  The Bible.   God gradually reveals Himself to us in the Scriptures.   Jesus in the Gospels reveals the depths of 

God’s wanting only the good for us.   The Scriptures show us how to act and how to live in this world, preparing 

for the next. 

5.  Fasting.   Matthew Kelly states:  “We fast to cultivate the inner life.   Authentic fasting draws us nearer to 

God and opens our hearts to receive God’s many gifts.” 

6.  Spiritual Reading.  Continuing education in faith is crucial to growing in faith.   If you are an adult, walking 

around with an 8th Grade understanding of your faith, consider yourself under-educated.   Just 15 minutes a day 

of spiritual reading can stir your soul, and deepen your knowledge. 

7.  The Rosary.   No one knows the heart of Jesus better than His mother.   Let Mary’s example of total trust in 

God be a model for you in present and future troubles.   Let the Joyful and Luminous and Sorrowful and Glorious 

Mysteries of the Rosary re-assure you.  

 These “Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality” have kept countless people on the right path throughout the 

centuries.   May you make full use of them on your unique path through this Season of Lent. 

 

 

        God bless you, 

        Father Wayne 

 

 



 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 15, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Charlie Lombaerde at the   

Request of his wife, Carol                                     

 
SATURDAY, March 21 

   8:00AM – Josephine Yarosz 

      req. by her Family                                                                                                                                                                        
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 22 
   8:00AM – Mavis Kaufman 
      req. by her Family 
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Muriel Kennel 
      req. by her Family          
    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$1,440.00 – Regular Collection – March 8, 2020 
$   131.00 – Online Giving 
$1,069.00 – Regular Collection – March 10, 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 

month except for July, August and September.  
 

The Legion of Mary meets every Friday morning at 10:00a.m. in 

St. Thomas the Apostle Church. Men and women of both parishes 
are invited to consider Auxiliary or Active membership. For further 
information, please contact the parish office. 

 
St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 
in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 

973-293-7031. 
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 

Agnes Ciesielski,  Michael Eiring,  Bill Fulton, Bill &Teresa Mantini, Joshua 
Murch, Richard Nowicki, Ginny Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, Tarra 
Wagner, Casandra Westbrook and Ricky Wunder 

 We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa Kealy, Joseph 
Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, Nicole Sarao, 
Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        

Rosaries for Peace 
Please join us Sundays before 9:30am Mass for recitation of the 
First Glorious Mystery of the Holy Rosary. The remaining 
mysteries will be recited immediately after Mass. Rosary beads 
are available in the Gathering Space. 
The Saturday evening Mass will also be preceded by a Rosary for 
Peace, beginning at 4:10 p.m.   May we ask our Blessed Mother, 
Patroness of our Nation, to help us find peace in our nation and in 
the world. 

 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Kazimiera Szwajkiewicz at the 

Request of John & Maria Babon                                     

 
MONDAY, March 16 
9:00AM – Intentions of Cecilia & Jim Kerrigan and Family 
      req. by James & Kathleen Gorman 
                                                                                                                                     
TUESDAY, March 17 
9:00AM – Agatha Kim 
      req. by Omar & Marie Mendez 
                                            
WEDNESDAY, March 18 
9:00AM – Agatha Kim 
      req. by Tony & Alicia Batko  
               
THURSDAY, March 19 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, March 20 
9:00AM – Agatha Kim 
      req. by Knights of Columbus 
                                                                                                                                   
SATURDAY, Vigil, March 21 
4:30PM – Neita Green 
      req. by the Cunico Family 
             -Dorothy Holly 
      req. by the Sarao Family 
                                                                                              
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT      
March 22 
9:30AM –Jozef Szwajkiewicz 
      req. by John & Maria Babon 
            -Intentions of Mary Bradley 
      req. by Toni & Paula 
              
              

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$2,526.00 – Regular Collection – March 8, 2020 
$   568.00 – Online Giving 
$2,190.00 – Regular Collection – March 10, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

       
 

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the 
love God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such 
a beautiful image in your home turns hearts to prayer and 

brings grace to those who open their hearts to any image of God’s 
love. If you would like to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in 
your home, or need any further information about the Legion of 
Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, Legion of Mary, at 
973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 
 
 

http://www.bonventure.net/gallery/pray_for_military4.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iXEuPIKj&id=AF8020E66E2EFF98F66B79DFD3393A52FCFE2702&thid=OIP.iXEuPIKjRIp0yMhyX-WXfgDbEs&q=our+lady+of+fatima+pilgrimage+statue+clip+art&simid=608008568836853532&selectedIndex=92


 

 
 
 
 
Ways to Pray – Part II 

Jesus is the greatest example of living a faithful life dedicated to 
God. He learned to pray at home from his parents, especially from 
his mother, Mary. We learn to pray in our families through religious 
education class and at Mass. Though there are many ways to pray, 
traditionally, Catholic prayer includes praise, adoration, 
contrition, thanksgiving and supplication. 
Thanksgiving ~ is, as Blessed Solanus Casey, a humble 
Capuchin priest, used to advise people to do is to “thank God 
ahead of time”, whatever their prayer might be. He knew that God 
would answer every prayer, even if God’s answer is different than 
the one for which the person had prayed for. Blessed Solanus 
understood God’s great love for us, especially as our Father, and 
how thankful we should be at the excellent care he provides for 
each of us. How often do we remember to thank God for not only 
the special blessings we receive but also for the daily care He 
provides? 
Supplication ~ is just simply asking. This type of prayer compels 
a person to put aside their desires and trust in the goodness of the 
Lord. There are many things we probably wish God would give or 
do for our families, or ourselves, because God loves us; he allows 
us to come to Him and ask, petition in prayer these requests. 
Supplication required humility, which means that, no matter what 
we are asking, we remember the answer is always up to God, who 
is all-knowing and will assure we get what is best for us. 
(From Take Out – Family Faith on the Go) 

Confirmation II Retreat will take place TODAY, Sunday, 
March 15th beginning at 10:00AM and will conclude at 3:00PM at 
the Sanctuary of Mary, Our Lady of the Holy Spirit, 
Branchville. Please keep our Candidates in your prayers! 
 
Sunday Religious Education Class Change 
On Sunday, March 22nd, both the Sixth and Seventh Grade 
Classes will meet from the 9:30AM Mass at St. Thomas until 12:15 
at the Religious Education Center. This will be their final session 
for the year and will replace both the March 29th and April 5th 
classes. Thank you parents for your cooperation. 
 

will take place at St. Thomas Church on  
Friday, March 20th for Grades 6 & 7 from 5:00PM until 6:30PM 
(with Pasta & Fish Dinner) and Tuesday, March 24th for Grades 
1 & 2 from 4:00PM until 5:15PM (during their class time with 
Chicken Nuggets/Macaroni & Cheese Dinner). 
 
Celebrate March 
March 18 & 19 – St. Joseph and St. Joseph ~ At the beginning 
of Jesus’ life and the end were two different Josephs. St. Joseph, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary (feast: March 19), the foster 
father of Jesus, helped Mary during the pregnancy and birth of 
Jesus and protected the Holy Family during the rest of his life. St. 
Joseph of Arimathea (feast: March 18), provided the tomb for 
Jesus and helped to bury His crucified body. The witness and 
actions of these two holy men testify to the humanity of Our Lord. 
St. Joseph and St. Joseph…pray for us. Blessed Lent.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Adult Confirmation 
Presently preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation to be 
received during the Easter Season are three adults one of whom 
was Baptized Catholic and two who were Baptized in another Faith 
Tradition and are preparing now to be in Full Communion with the 
Catholic Church. We have welcomed our Candidates and 
encouraged the Continuing Conversion of those who are preparing 
for Full Communion. 
We invite and welcome all adult parishioners to join us in this 
preparation process. Your participation is at your comfort level. 
The sessions meet in the Religious Education Center directly after 
the St. Thomas 9:30am Mass. To that end, the upcoming sessions 
are noted here. 
March 22  The Creeds, The Father & Son  
                  {chronology of Christ’s life} 
April 5        The Holy Trinity, The Church, Community of Saints 
April 19      The Bible 
May 3        Christian Mortality, Conscience, Christian Living 
 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions you might have to 
973-948-7004.  
May your Lenten Season be Blessed!     Pat Hope 
 
Yoga-ilates 
St. Thomas is offering a fitness class with a mix of Yoga moves 
(for flexibility and calm mind) and Pilates (for strength and tone 
especially in your core muscles). The class is on Wednesday 
nights from 6:00 to 7:00pm for 6 weeks starting on March 18th  
right here at St. Thomas. The class is easy to follow but a full body 
workout. Any questions, please call instructor Chris Dube at 862-
266-8418. Bring a mat, hand held weights (1-8lbs.), water and a 
friend. Join for the 6 week session for only $30.00 or pay per class 
for $6.00. You may join us at any time. Twenty percent of the 
class money will be going to our St. Thomas Parish. So, come and 
try it out! 
 
St. Thomas Pot Luck Dinner 
On Saturday, March 28th, there will be a St. Patrick/St. Joseph 
Pot Luck Dinner in the Father Lewis Center immediately following 
the 4:30PM Mass. As always, members of both churches are 
welcome. This is an opportunity for families in both parishes to 
come together and enjoy friendships and hospitality and to meet 
new parishioners as well as old friends. A sign-up sheet is in the 
gathering space or call the parish office. Pot luck dinners are free; 
just bring a dish. 
 
Hold the Date 
On Friday evening, May 1st, St. Thomas will be hosting our Annual 
Tricky Tray. If you are interested in assisting our committee in any 
way, please call Deidre Burgos at 973-948-6092. All volunteers 
are welcome. Help make this fundraiser a success by donating a 
tray. All trays should be left in the conference room at St. Thomas 
as soon as possible to allow time for displaying them properly (no 
later than Tuesday, April 28th). Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
 

Visit https://www.facebook.com/StJamesThomas/ 
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     This Week in Our Parishes 
 STC –  St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 

  SJC  –  St. James Church or Church Hall 

  REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed. Center 

                   

                Sunday, March 15, 2020 

                     3rd Sunday of Lent 

10:00 a.m.   Confirmation Retreat:  at Sanctuary  

                        of Mary, Branchville  (till 3 p.m.) 

11:00 a.m.   STC   Columbiettes Mtg. 
                        

                   Monday, Mar. 16 

11:00 a.m. STC   Prayer Shawl & Ros. Makers Mtg. 

7:00 p.m.   Confessions at St. Thomas  (till 8:30 p.m.) 
                       

                    Tuesday, Mar. 17 

10:00a.m.  STC   Reflections on Readings 

4:00 p.m.   REC  Relig. Ed.  Gr. 1 & 2 
 

                   Wednesday, Mar. 18 

4:00 p.m.   REC  Relig. Ed.  Gr. 3, 4 & 5 

6:00 p.m.   STC  Yoga-ilates 
 

                     Thursday, Mar. 19 
   

                        Friday, Mar. 20 

10:00a.m.  STC  Adoration of Bl. Sac. (till Noon) 

10:00a.m.  STC  Legion of Mary Mtg. 

5:00 p.m.  STC   Gr. 6, 7, 8, & Parents: 

            Stations of Cross and Fish & Pasta 

7:00 p.m.  Ecumenical Lenten Service at: 

                   Minisink Reformed Church 

7:00 p.m.  SJC   Stations of the Cross 
 

                    Saturday, Mar. 21 

 

              Sunday, March 22, 2020 

                  4th Sunday of Lent 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  4th Lent 

      1st Reading:    1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6—7, 10—13a 

      Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 23 

      2nd Reading:  Ephesians 5:  8--14      

      Gospel:           John 9: 1--41  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

FORMED.org can help you learn more about our 

faith: lives of the saints, doctrines, history, current issues 

of our faith.   Free to you as a parishioner. 

Simply go to our parish website: saintjamesthomas.org.  

At the home page, scroll down to the FORMED banner 

to register. 

“Grace & Healing.” This one-afternoon workshop 

addresses the opioid crisis which is crippling our area 

with addiction and suffering for individuals, families and 

communities.   Learn the dangers and warning signs, and 

what the Church is doing to fight this “war on drugs.”  

Presentation will be given by our own Keaton Douglas, 

MA.   She has developed and directs the iThirst 

Initiative, which is being adopted by dioceses throughout 

our nation.   The date is: Wed. March 18
th

 beginning at 

12 Noon.    Talk takes place at Seton Hall University 

(Bethany Hall, Room A) 400 South Orange Ave., South 

Orange.      It is free and includes lunch.  R.S.V.P. to 

melinda.papaccio@shu.edu  soon.  

 

Confession during Lent:  “Welcome Home to 

Healing.”   Every Monday evening of Lent, in every 

Church of the Diocese, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

is available, from 7:00 p.m. till 8:30p.m.  With our 

situation, Reconciliation will be available according to 

this schedule:  

     March 16   St. Thomas;     March 23  St. James  

     March 30   St. Thomas;     April    6   St. James 

We hope that all will take advantage of this special 

opportunity to find peace in the Lord. 
 

Lenten Ecumenical Services will be offered 

with our Christian neighbors during the Fridays evenings 

of Lent.   Services will begin at 7 p.m. at one of our 

churches.   The schedule is as follows: 

Fri. Mar. 20   Minisink Reformed 

Fri. Mar. 27   St. Thomas 

Fri. Apr.   3   Delaware Valley 

       Let us join with our Christian neighbors and share our 

Lenten traditions. 

      At the same time, Stations of the Cross will be 

offered each Friday of Lent at St. James Church, also 

beginning at 7 p.m. 
 

Camp Auxilium is holding an Open House, this 

Sat., March 21 from 10a.m. till 12 Noon.  At Noon, there 

will be “Pizza with the Easter Bunny” and an Easter Egg 

Hunt.  For more info: visit www.campauxilium.org   

Camp Auxilium:  A Place Where Every Young Person 

Feels Loved. 
 

Mass is available 7 evenings a week at the 

Sanctuary of Mary, 252 Wantage Ave., Branchville.   

Mass begins at 6:00 p.m. Fr. Louis Caputo or an assistant 

are available each day, anytime for Confessions also.   

You may also stop in for private prayer during the day.   

For info:  973-722-7142. 

 

mailto:melinda.papaccio@shu.edu
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