
     



Parish Safety during Unusual Times 
 Doubtless you are deeply affected by the Coronavirus which is now causing concern, and fear, and 

sometimes panic, throughout our nation and the world.    This virus has stopped daily life like nothing before, 

and shows us how vulnerable we are—in spite of all the modern scientific discoveries and inventions of the 21st 

century.    To believers, it reminds us that we humans do not have the last word on the things of this world.   It’s 

giving a deeper meaning to the sacrifices of Lent. 

 For believers, this is a time to recognize the value and beauty of our Catholic faith.   We do not need to 

panic, but rather to look to the Lord for help.   “Fear is useless, what is needed is trust.”   These are our Lord’s 

words over and over in the Gospels.   They certainly apply now. 

 Among the Christian virtues is prudence.   It is in the spirit of prudence that our Bishop Serratelli has 

mandated the following practices to be implemented until the crisis has passed: 

 1.  Masses throughout the Paterson Diocese are suspended until further notice.   This includes Sunday 

Masses.    Bishop has given a dispensation from the obligation of Sunday Mass to all in the Diocese. 

 2.  Monday night Confessions are suspended.   Confessions and Anointing of the Sick will generally be 

available weekdays, 9 a.m.—1 .m. by appointment with Father Wayne   (but call first at 973-948-2296). 

3.   St. Thomas Church will be open for private prayer and for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each 

weekday, from 9 a.m. till 12 Noon.   

 4.   St. Thomas Parish Office will be open weekdays, from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. 

 5.  Funerals will be arranged in agreement with local funeral directors. 

 6.  First Communion and Confirmation will take place—we just don’t know when. 

 7.  Holy Week and Easter Masses and Services will be decided as time goes on. 

The Chinese speak of ‘crisis’ as danger and opportunity.   While we spend more time at home, this might 

be a great opportunity to read the Gospels, enter into deeper prayer with the Lord, offer the rosary daily for 

recovery of our world, follow through on your Lenten practices. 

 It might also be a great chance for Spring cleaning, yardwork, games with the family.   I am hoping to 

study Hungarian;  work on my genealogy with Ancestry.com;  go on hikes in the woods behind St. James and St. 

Thomas;  other hikes down by the river;  explore the waterfalls of our area;  catch up on reading;   straighten up 

this office (if I get to that). 

 May we also use this situation to thank the Lord for all the blessings which He has already offered us—

blessings which we often miss.    May we pray for each other, and for all around the globe, that all may recover 

from this pandemic, and grow into a more peaceful world. 

        God bless you, 

        Father Wayne 

 

 

P.S.  Don’t keep your ‘social distance’ from the Lord ! 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
Religious Education Classes 

Out of an abundance of caution, in order to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus and following the advice from 
government and medical sources and under the direction of 
the Bishop of the Diocese of Paterson, we are cancelling 
all religious education classes and activities until 
further notice. 
There are wonderful resources out there – take advantage 
of them while you are at home: Check EWTN listings for 
Daily Mass, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Praying of the 
Rosary. There are wonderful programs and movies on 
formed.org as well as many Catholic videos on You Tube. 
Just as their academic learning will still be going on at home, 
so should their religious education be too. Most importantly, 
please remember to pray each day for those affected by this 
virus, those who will pass away from it and the countless 
doctors, nurses, medical teams and scientists who are 
working so very hard at this time. Pray for a quick end and 
pray for each other to stay healthy. Your families are in my 
prayers each day at Mass. 
 
Why We Fast 
There are many reasons we fast during Lent. Jesus showed 
us why to fast. He went into the dessert and fasted  to 
prepare himself for his ministry. To remember that, we fast 
and sacrifice as well. We also fast and sacrifice to form good 
habits. If we are able to say no to food or pleasure, we’re 
more capable of saying no to temptation. Finally, fasting is 
penitential. We can pray for forgiveness for ourselves and 
others while we fast. 
 
Celebrate March 
March 22 ~ Laetare Sunday ~ On the Fourth Sunday of 
Lent, the season of Lent is celebrated as halfway complete. 
Discuss as a family what you have done so far this Lent 
while sharing a meal. Remember…it’s never too late to get 
started or to restart!!!           
Blessed Lent. 
March 25 ~ Annunciation of the Lord ~ The angel Gabriel 
came to Mary to tell her of the Lord’s coming birth. Are you 
open to hearing what angels, especially your guardian 
angel, might be saying to you? 

 

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$1,047.00 – Regular Collection – March 15, 2020 
$   151.00 – Online Giving 
$   120.00 – Diocesan Assessment 
$1,403.00 – Regular Collection – March 17, 2019 
$   165.00 – Diocesan Assessment 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

 

 

 

 
Soup on a Saturday was a success! Thank you to all who 
purchased soup and/or made donations. Thank you to the 
soup makers: Mike & Linda Spinapolice, Art & Maria Henn, 
Bill & Joan Henn, Janice Cerra and Bill & Valerie Ricciardi. 
There were no expenses, as these “chefs” donated the 
ingredients, containers, bags and their time. 134 quarts 
were sold and $1,082.00 was raised and turned over to 
Father Wayne. 

 
 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 22, 2020 
 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him. But the 
Lord said to Samuel: ‘Do not judge from his appearance 
or from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. 
Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart… Then 
Samuel, with the horn of oil in his hand, anointed David 
in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, 
the Spirit of the Lord rushed on David.” 
 
Midway through the holy season, preparing to celebrate the 
Paschal mystery and live Holy Week, today is a fine time to 
pause, look into our hearts, and ask what else needs to be 
done. Our journey through prayer, devotion and good works 
has been quite good. Maybe we can make it better. But let’s 
reflect on the words of the Book of Samuel.   
 
We judge by appearance, but ‘God looks into the heart’. 
What He sees is probably quite good, but we know there 
might be some shadow to be removed, or mess to be 
cleaned up. The Sacrament of Reconciliation perhaps has 
been put on a back burner, but today becomes the source 
for our improvement and growth. Decide today to use this 
gift of Jesus to His church and make a good confession. ‘Be 
reconciled to God.’ 
 
 

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,653.00 – Regular Collection – March 15, 2020 
$   583.00 – Online Giving 
$   301.00 – Diocesan Assessment 
$2,390.00 – Regular Collection – March 17, 2019 
$   914.00 – Diocesan Assessment 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 
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