
     



 

You ?   A Prophet ??    Maybe 
 

“Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet  

will receive a prophet’s reward.” 

-- Matthew 10: 41 

 So who exactly are these “prophets” Jesus is talking about ? 

 In the early Church, it was common for men and women to be commissioned by 

the Church as traveling prophets.   Their calling was to visit other churches and speak 

God’s word to them, just as Jesus sent out His disciples in today’s Gospel.   They were 

called prophets because they were recognized as being able to speak God’s words under 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.   It was considered an honor to welcome such a person 

into your home and care for him while he ministered to your church—as the woman in 

today’s First Reading cared for the Old Testament prophet Elisha. 

 As time went on, however, false prophets began to set themselves up in opposition 

to the local church leaders.   Their presence and their messages caused division and 

confusion.     Because it was fraught with controversy, this practice faded, and the official 

role of prophet fell to the local bishops instead. 

 But that doesn’t mean that ordinary prophets disappeared from the Church.   In 

fact, they’re all around us today.   You may even be one !   That’s because a prophet is 

nothing more—and nothing less—than someone through whom the Holy Spirit speaks. 

 That means that your spouse may be speaking prophetically when he or she 

encourages you to keep up with your prayer time or join them at Mass.     Or a child crying 

in the middle of the night might be bearing a prophetic message:   time to deny yourself, 

take up your cross, and care for this little one.    And you may be a prophet when you 

tell a co-worker about God’s work in your life. 

 God is always speaking to us.   He’s always trying to get our attention.   He’s always 

asking us to welcome His messengers into our lives.   Even the ones we least expect. 

Holy Spirit, help me to hear you speaking 

through the people You will place in my path today. 

 

           --from   The Word Among Us 

                                                                         June 2020 

 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
June 28, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Thomas M. Sexton at the   

Request of Bill, Valerie, Kate & Emilia Ricciardi                                      

 
SATURDAY, July 4 

   8:00AM – People of the Parish, Living & Deceased  
                                                                                                                                                            
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 5 
   8:00AM – Janice Cerra 
      req. by Robin Touw-Holt 
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Bob & Evelyn Schweer 
      req. by Ray & Mary Flexer          
    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$2,127.00 – Regular Collection – June 21, 2020 
$   431.00 – Online Giving 
$     61.00 – Seminarian Education 
$   957.00 – Regular Collection – June 23, 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 
 

The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 
month except for July, August and September.  
 

St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 
in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 
973-293-7031. 

 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 
Agnes Ciesielski,  Michael Eiring,  Bill Fulton, Bill &Teresa Mantini, Joshua 

Murch, Richard Nowicki, Ginny Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, Tarra 
Wagner, Casandra Westbrook and Ricky Wunder 

 We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa Kealy, Joseph 
Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, Nicole Sarao, 
Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Susan Sheaffer at the 

Request of her nieces, Lisa & Laura                                     

 
MONDAY, June 29 
9:00AM – Father Joseph Ryan 
      req. by Mary Flexer 
                                                                                                                                     
TUESDAY, June 30 
9:00AM – Sandy Matthews 
      req. by Tony & Alicia Batko  
                                            
WEDNESDAY, July 1 
9:00AM – Deceased Barr & Sweeney Families 
      req. by Ray & Mary Flexer   
               
THURSDAY, July 2 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, July 3 
9:00AM – Intentions of Brandon Jensen  
                                                                                                                                         
SATURDAY, Vigil, July 4 
4:30PM – People of the Parish, Living & Deceased 
                                                                                                    
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      
July 5 
9:30AM –Teresita Limosnero 
      req. by Geraldine Mahon & Family 
            -People of the Parish, Living & Deceased 
           
      

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$2,057.00 – Regular Collection – June 21, 2020 
$1,438.00 – Online Giving 
$   176.00 – Seminarian Education 
$2,109.00 – Regular Collection – June 23, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

       
Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 
God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 

image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 
those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 
to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further 

information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, 
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bonventure.net/gallery/pray_for_military4.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iXEuPIKj&id=AF8020E66E2EFF98F66B79DFD3393A52FCFE2702&thid=OIP.iXEuPIKjRIp0yMhyX-WXfgDbEs&q=our+lady+of+fatima+pilgrimage+statue+clip+art&simid=608008568836853532&selectedIndex=92


 
 
 

 
Have a Slowed-down            

                         Catholic Summer 

It’s summer! No more virtual learning, 
homeschooling or whatever sort of 
schooling your kids have been working 
on these past few months. Try some of 
these suggestions to make your summer 
a little more Catholic: 
 Explore Nature – Take a hike or a 

walk. Look for birds, insects and 
different kinds of foliage. Enjoy 
being outside in God’s creation. 
Remind your kids that it is 
important to be good stewards of 
the Earth and all the creatures who 
live here. 

 Check Out Churches Online – 
Spend a rainy day looking at the 
different styles of Catholic 
Churches. Compare the ones in 
this country with others from 
around the world. How do our 
parish churches compare? 

 Pray for the Sick – Dedicate some 
of your prayer time for all those who 
are sick or suffering. 

(To be continued…from Take Out – 
Family Faith On the Go) 
 
Celebrate June 
June 29 ~ Saints Peter and Paul ~ 
These are two of the most known and 
popular saints of the Church. But 
sometimes they did not always agree 
with each other and argued, however, 
they were brothers in Christ. Honor these 
two great saints today by making amends 
with a brother or sister in Christ that you 
may have had a disagreement with. 
Saints Peter and Paul, pray for us! 
 

 
 
 
 
Kids Question ~ What Do I Do When I 
Get Scared? 
Sometimes things happen that disrupt 
our daily lives. It can be scary when 
people get sick, or parents lose jobs. It’s 
okay to feel scared, but as Catholics we 
know that we are never alone. God is 
always with us. When we are feeling 
scared, we should tell our loved ones. 
Praying together with our family and 
friends can help us feel God’s reassuring 
presence. It’s also important to 
remember that feeling scared won’t last 
forever – it will pass and you will start to 
feel better. Never give up on hope; God 
is with us! 
“Pray, hope and don’t worry.” ~ St. 
Padre Pio 
 
Congratulations Graduates 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11 
Congratulations and many blessings to 
all who are graduating from Elementary 
School, Junior and Senior High School, 
College or Graduate School. May you 
know of the prayers and best wishes of 
many who are praying for you to continue 
to seek the help of God as you move 
forward to different schools or career 
opportunities. May you always call on the 
Holy Spirit for His gifts to help make 
decisions which will always give glory, 
honor and praise to Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

           

 



This Week in Our Parishes 

    STC  –  St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 
    SJC  –  St. James Church or Church Hall 
   REC –  Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed. Center 

 
Sunday, June 28, 2020 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday, June 29 

 

Tuesday, June 30 

 

Wednesday, July 1 

 

Thursday, July 2 

 

Friday, July 3 

 

Saturday, July 4 

Independence Day 

9:00 a.m.  STC  Special Mass for Our Nation 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  14th Ord. 

      1st Reading:    Zechariah 9: 9--10 37:  12--14 

      Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 145 

      2nd Reading:  Romans 8:  9, 11--13      

      Gospel:           Matthew 11: 25--30  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Saturday is Independence Day, July 

Fourth.   Join us for a special Mass for our Nation at 

St. Thomas, at 9 a.m.  At this particular time our nation 

needs the help of the Lord more than ever.   Each night 

the voices get louder and the tone gets angrier.   May we 

pray that the Lord touches the hearts and minds of all:  that 

all will feel respected, and that they will extend that same 

respect to others.     Only with the cooperation and good 

will of all—can a nation like ours survive.     

 

“Liberty, once lost, is lost forever.”             

                                                            --John Adams 

“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.” 

                                                     --Thomas Jefferson 

Welcome Back !!!     It is so great to see many of 

you beginning to come back to church on the week-ends.  

It has been a l-o-n-g three months without parishioners.  I 

can understand if some are still hesitant about returning to 

larger gatherings like church.   For your information, the 

dispensation from the obligation to attend week-end Mass 

is still in effect.    For those who feel uncomfortable, or 

who have an underlying health issue, for now it might be 

best to view the Mass from home.    

     Our website homepage (saintjamesthomas.org) or the 

facebook page can lead you to the  live-streaming of the 

Mass, from St. Thomas, at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday 

morning.   Our thanks to parishioners Gina and Ricardo 

for doing this task for us.  Contact them at: 

contact@beardedroosterproductions.com or at 973-222-

3774 for info on videography.  

We still have a number of restrictions to 

follow.   No more than 50 people can be in church at one 

time.   (At St. Thomas, we are able to send the overflow 

to the Fr. Lewis Center, where we have the Mass on the 

video screen donated by our Knights of Columbus.) 

      We also must ask parishioners to wear facemasks and 

to practice the 6 ft. self-distancing (family members 

excepted.)   Communion can only be offered in the form 

of the host, and only by hand.   And music right now is 

not permitted.   Hand sanitizer is available at the church 

entrance in both our parishes. 

     Hopefully these annoying restrictions will pay off in a 

quicker recovery to normal.   For now, may we exercise 

caution and do what we can to conquer this Corona virus, 

and pray that a vaccine will be available soon. 

While you’re home, why not spend some time 

growing in your faith.   Now that you’re getting better 

with the computer, FORMED.org can help you learn 

more about our faith: lives of the saints, doctrines, history, 

current issues of our faith.   It is free to you as a 

parishioner.    Simply go to our parish website: 

saintjamesthomas.org.  At the home page, scroll down 

to the FORMED banner to register.   Once you register, 

simply logon at anytime. 

     Recommended by FORMED for Independence Day: 

     Study: The Wild Goose, segment 12:  The Spirit’s 

                     Freedom 

     Listen:  Put Not Your Trust in Princes 

https://watch.formed.org/put-not-your-trust-in-princes-by-christopher-check

