
     



 

 

            “Theirs is the worship.”  

                                                                         Romans 9: 3 

 

 

 Paul begins a long meditation on the mystery of Israel’s 

rejection of Christ by listing some of the blessings God has 

given to his fellow Jews:  “adoption, … covenants, … the law, … the promises”   (Romans 

9: 3).   And in the middle of this list is a curious phrase:  “the worship.” 
 

 How unique—and yes, how blessed—was Israel’s worship !   Unlike their pagan 

neighbors, who devised their own kinds of sacrifices to please their many gods, the 

people of Israel had the privilege of offering God the kind of worship the He desired.   

Following the commandments that God gave Moses, they offered sacrifices of love and 

communion, of repentance and reconciliation with God.   They worshipped God for His 

salvation.   They praised Him for His greatness and power.   The fact that He had chosen 

them and made a covenant with them proved that He loved them deeply and wanted to 

form them into His very image ! 
 

 For our part, we have the privilege of worshipping God every time we celebrate 

Mass.   Like the Israelites, we praise Him for His glory.   We thank Him for saving us 

from sin and opening heaven for us.   We  worship Him for His promise never to leave 

us or abandon us. 
 

 Of course, we don’t slaughter sheep or cattle, and we don’t burn barley or wheat.   

That kind of worship played its part in the past.   On the cross, Jesus offered one, perfect 

sacrifice to God and sealed an everlasting covenant with us through His blood.   Now, 

when we gather to worship, we continue the sacrifice by recalling Jesus’ sacrifice, by 

receiving Him in the Eucharist, and by pledging ourselves to live out the covenant He 

has so freely made with us. 
 

 So set your heart on worshipping the one true God at Mass today.   His love for you 

is everlasting, and His salvation is eternal.   It is a privilege and an honor to come into 

His presence with praise ! 
 

Lord, we praise You, we bless You, 

we adore You, we glorify You ! 
 

 

                                                                                 --from:  The Word Among Us 

  July—August, 2020 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 9, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Arthur & Elsie Bastian at the   

Request of their Family                                        

 
SATURDAY, August 15 

   8:00AM – Jeanette Meloi 

      req. by her husband, Charlie & Daughters  
                                                                                                                                                                  
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 16 
   8:00AM – Peggy Klotz 
      req. by Joan & Bill Henn 
                -For Peace in Family Life 
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Carl & Ronnie Ferriere 
                 
    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$1,900.00 – Regular Collection – August 2, 2020 
$   501.00 – Online Giving 
$2,369.00 – Regular Collection – August 4, 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 
 

The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 
month except for July, August and September.  
 

St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 
in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 
973-293-7031. 

 

We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Mikey Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa 
Kealy, Joseph Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, 
Nicole Sarao, Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 
God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 

image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 
those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 
to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further 

information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, 
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Ralph & Anna Gioielli at the 

Request of their Family                                        

 
MONDAY, August 10 
9:00AM – Harry Gorman 
      req. by James & Kathleen Gorman 
                                                                                                                                     
TUESDAY, August 11 
9:00AM – Kenny Burkhardt 
      req. by Tom & Loretta Cole  
                                            
WEDNESDAY, August 12 
9:00AM – Intentions of Jack Gorman 
      req. by Kathleen Gorman   
               
THURSDAY, August 13 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, August 14 
9:00AM – Barbara & Charles Kientzler 
      req. by her son, Charles 

             -Special Intentions of Kevin & Dana Flexer as they   

                celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 

                                                                                                                  
SATURDAY, Vigil, August 15 
4:30PM – Sandy Matthews 
      req. by Rita & Milan Straka 
               -Special Intentions of Ben & Katie Costello as they  
                 celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
                                                                                                    
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      
August 16 
9:30AM – Tom Kennedy 
      req. by Gerry Mahon & Family 
             -George John Lupanacci 
      req. by George Keshish 
                       
      

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,107.00 – Regular Collection – August 2, 2020 
$1,492.00 – Online Giving 
$2,970.00 – Regular Collection – August 4, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

       
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 
Agnes Ciesielski,  Michael Eiring,  Bill Fulton, Bill &Teresa Mantini, Joshua 

Murch, Richard Nowicki, Ginny Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, Tarra 
Wagner, Casandra Westbrook and Ricky Wunder 
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Registrations for 2020/2021 Catechetical Year 
Registrations for our 2020-2021 Religious Education 
Catechetical year will soon be mailed out. We have adjusted 
our tuition fees as to consider any of the many new 
situations some families may now be in. We have also made 
a few changes regarding our sessions that we hope will 
make it a smooth transition back. We are now planning on 
classes being held every other week at the REC and every 
other week at home for grades 1 through 6. Our 
Confirmation Classes (now grades 7 and 8) will continue to 
meet at the REC every other week as in the past. 
We will be following all of the safety precautions that have 
been instituted since the beginning of the Coronavirus 
outbreak. We will be able to take non-contact temperatures 
upon entering, keep a distance of at least 6 feet from each 
other (as we plan for only one class on each floor), hand 
wash and sanitize, and all catechists and students will need 
to wear masks. The building will also be cleaned before and 
after each session. Students will be given a tote bag with 
everything they need in it and they will bring it back and forth 
from class to home every other week. We are planning, God 
willing, to begin the first week in October. As soon as we 
have made plans with returning catechists, a schedule for 
the first half of the year (October through December) will be 
given to you. 
Parents of first children entering first grade (younger first-
grade siblings can be registered with older siblings), new 
children to the parish, or children enrolled in Catholic school 
or home school who will be preparing to receive the 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist or 
Confirmation must call the Religious Education Office at 
973-948-7004 to register. To enroll your child(ren) in the 
parish program, you must be a registered and participating 
member of the parish. 
We may be in need of Catechists and teen helpers. Please 
prayerfully consider if the Lord is calling you to this 
awesome ministry. Please speak to Mary Flexer if you are 
interested or have questions. Thank you. 
 
Catechist Gratitude 
As we had to abruptly end our catechetical year, we never 
had the chance to celebrate and thank our dedicated 
catechists for all they do! So, better late than never…. 
We are so, so very grateful to the following faithful men and 
women of our parishes who unselfishly gave so much of 
themselves to the children and teens of our parishes over 
the past months and ask you to keep them in prayer of 
thanksgiving to Our Lord: Rita Straka, Marie Mendez, 
Patrice Kealy, Chris Higgins, Stephanie Pierson, Sharon 
Falchetta, Mike Bussow and Dan and Lucy O’Keefe. Also, 
to our devoted Teen Aides: Jake Hickey, Sean Kealy, Mary 
Murphy and Sophia Belardo. Special thanks also to our 
Pastor, Father Wayne, and Deacon Wayne for all they do 
for us! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our catechetical and evangelization efforts are possible 
because of the selfless love and dedication of each and 
every one. Also, please consider answering your baptismal 
call through the Ministry of Catechesis (Catechist or Aide). 
It is so very rewarding – just ask any of us! Please call the 
Religious Education Office if you may be feeling called by 
Our Lord to serve Him in this very significant way. May all 
of our catechists, children, teens and their families enjoy a 
healthy, happy and holy end to the summer! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 9, 2020 
 
“At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a cave 
where he took shelter. Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go 
outside and stand at the entrance before the Lord, the 
Lord will be passing by’... After this there was a tiny 
whispering sound. When he heard this Elijah hid his 
face in his cloak, and went and stood at the entrance of 
the cave.” 
 
All the natural signs, often of disasters – wind like a tornado, 
earthquake, fire, all familiar to us in Tennessee, Haiti, 
California – but the Lord was not found. It took the tiny, 
whispering sound to discover Him. 
 
Our lives are filled with noise, the radio blaring in a car, ear 
buds attracting attention of pedestrians, police sirens all 
make it hard to hear a gentle breeze, singing birds, and 
laughter. Our attention is filled with distractions. 
 
As the psalm advises us, ‘be still and know that I am God.’ 
Take a minute of stillness and silence to allow God to speak 
to you. Surely we do not want Him to pass us by, but to 
touch our hearts. Can you listen to God speak in silence for 
just five minutes? Such a moment can be a real blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This Week in Our Parishes 
STC – St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 

           SJC – St. James Church or Church Hall 

           REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed Center 

Sunday, August 9 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 a.m.  STC   R.C.I.A 1st Communions,  

                            Confirmations 
 

Monday, Aug. 10 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 11 
 

Wednesday, Aug. 12 
 

Thursday, Aug. 13 
 

Friday, Aug. 14 
 

Saturday, Aug. 15 

Feast of the Assumption of B. V. M. 

(not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 
 

Sunday, August 16 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Next Sunday’s Readings:  20th Ord 

     1st Reading:      Isaiah 56: 1, 6--7    

     Resp. Psalm:    Psalm 67 

     2nd Reading:    Romans 11: 13-15, 29--32  

     Gospel:            Matthew 15: 21--28 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
FORMED.org:  an excellent way to grow in our faith.   
It can help you learn more about:  the lives of the saints, 

doctrines, history, current issues of our faith.   Free to 

you as a parishioner, and available through all devices.  

Simply go to our parish website:         

saintjamesthomas.org.     At the home page, scroll 

down to the FORMED banner to register. 
 

Some timely suggestions from FORMED: 

Sun., Aug. 9   St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,  

         (Edith Stein)    Watch:  Edith Stein 
Tues. Aug. 11   Feast of St. Clare, Virgin 

         Watch:  Clare and Francis 

Fri. Aug. 14   St. Maximilian Kolbe, Martyr  

         Watch: Life for Life 

Sat. Aug. 15   Assumption of Bl. Virgin Mary 

         Watch:  Mary of Nazareth 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary. We celebrate 

an important moment in our faith-history as we honor 

the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   It is not a 

Holy Day of Obligation this year, because  it  falls on a 

Saturday.     However,  it is a crucial development in the 

understanding of God’s plan.    This doctrine tells us that 

Mary, because of her extraordinary co-operation with 

God’s plan of salvation for the world, God gave her a 

special gift.    At the end of her earthly life, she did not 

experience death as we do.    Rather, at the last moment 

of her time of earth, she closed her eyes to earth, and 

was transported, body and soul, into the Kingdom of 

heaven.     

       Scholars had been contemplating this insight 

hundreds of years before, but in 1950, Pope Pius XII 

declared the Assumption to be a dogma of faith.   It was 

the only use of ‘infallibility of the pope’ ever to have been 

made.   

      Though not an obligation this year, Mass will 

nevertheless by celebrated at St. James Church on 

Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m.   It would be an honor to 

the Blessed Mother for you to attend. 

 

This week-end we welcome three new members 

to our Church.   At the 9:30 a.m. Mass Matthew Hull and 

Fred Kilpatrick will become full members of our faith 

community and will be Confirmed, along with Kristy 

Rathbun.   We ask you to pray for our new members, that 

God’s Holy Spirit may enlighten them on their pathway 

through life.    

 

Woodchips are wanted for our Blessed Mother 

Grotto art St. Thomas.   They would need to be delivered 

to the premises.    Please call Sharon at 862-268-5667 for 

more information if you can help us in this project. 

 

Our thanks to a Parishioner of St. James who 

will cover the cost of removing a dying tree from the 

parking lot.    The family wishes to remain anonymous, 

but please be assured of our appreciation. 

 

"We never give more honor to Jesus than when we honor 

his Mother, and we honor her simply and solely to honor 

him all the more perfectly. We go to her only as a way 

leading to the goal we seek:  Jesus, her Son."              --

Saint Louis Marie de Montfort, 

                                               1673—1716                  

 

https://watch.formed.org/clare-and-francis
https://watch.formed.org/life-for-life-maximilian-kolbe
https://watch.formed.org/mary-of-nazareth

