
     



Who Would Have Thought ? 
 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts,  

nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord.” 
          Isaiah 55: 8 

 

 

 There’s no doubt about it—there are times when we just can’t understand why God 

doesn’t see things our way.    Why doesn’t He just give us the job we want, or the healing that 

we are asking for, or to bring about reconciliation we need with someone ?      It would make so 

much sense, Lord, just to do what I’m asking. 
 

 But we also know that, in this life at least, we won’t always understand God’s ways.   They 

are as far above us as the heavens are above the earth  (Isaiah 55: 9). 
 

 Today’s Gospel illustrates this point exactly.   Who would pay the same wage to the 

laborer who arrived early and the one who arrived an hour before quitting time ?   Only God can 

be so generous as to want to care equally for all those who come to Him, whether they arrive 

early or come much later.    
 

 And that’s why we can be thankful that God’s ways are so far above our own.   Look at 

how our Lord cared for His chosen people over the centuries.   Even though there were many 

occasions when He could have abandoned them, He never did, no matter how far they had 

strayed.     They only had to seek Him out, to find mercy  (Isaiah 55: 6—7).   
 

 Each week at Mass, we are privileged to witness God’s mercy in action, when He 

transforms ordinary bread and wine into Jesus’ Body and Blood.   What a God we have, who 

loves us so much that He gives us not only His mercy, but His very Self in the Eucharist !   This is 

so much beyond anything we could ever expect or imagine. 
 

 Yes, God’s ways are not our ways.   He gives His love and mercy without measure, without 

cost, to anyone who comes to Him.    Early bird or latecomer, sinner or saint—all are welcome.   

As we are nourished by Jesus in the Eucharist, may our ways grow to become ever more like His. 

 

Father, I praise You for Your mercy, 

which knows no bounds ! 
 

 

         --from:  The Word Among Us 

                    September 2020  



TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 20, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Marylou Trone at the 

Request of Bill, Valerie, Kate & Emilia Ricciardi                                      

 
SATURDAY, September 26 

   8:00AM – Frank & Rose Reed  
      req. by their Family      
                    
                                                                                                                                                                
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 27 
   8:00AM – Peggy Klotz 
      req. by Jane & Doug Sandberg               
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Eugene & Rosalie Mauro 
      req. by their Family 
 
  
 
                 
    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$   470.00 – Regular Collection – September 13, 2020 
$   261.00 – Online Giving 
$1,013.00 – Regular Collection – September 15, 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

 
 
The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 

month except for July, August and September.  
 
St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 

in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 
973-293-7031. 
 

We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Mikey Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa 
Kealy, Joseph Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, 
Nicole Sarao, Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 

God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 
image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 

those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 

to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further 
information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, 
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns for the 
 Intentions of Nick Dispoto at the 

Request of his Family                                        

 
MONDAY, September 21 
9:00AM – Intentions of Ann Mary Jennings & Family 
      req. by the Gorman Family 
                                                                                                                                     
TUESDAY, September 22 
9:00AM – Intentions of Therese Croughin & Family 
      req. by the Gorman Family 
                                                           
WEDNESDAY, September 23 
9:00AM – Joan McHugh and Preston Haney 
      req. by Ray & Mary Flexer   
               
THURSDAY, September 24 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, September 25 
9:00AM – Jacqueline Papp McCune 
      req. by Barbara Johnson 

              -August & Rita Rose Robbiani 

      req. by the Straka Family 

              -Intentions of Dave & Dorothy Coyne 

                On their Wedding Anniversary 

      req. by Omar & Marie Mendez 

                                                                                                                
SATURDAY, Vigil, September 26 
4:30PM – Kenny Burkhardt, Jr. 
      req. by Gerry Mahon & Family 
             -Jacqueline Papp McCune 
      req. by Barbara Johnson 
             -Jimmy Reed 
      req. by his Mom & Dad 
                                                                                                    
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      
September 27 
9:30AM – Ann Dunn 
      req. by Harris & Diana Rimshnick 
              -Jerry Demalderis 
      req. by his wife, Frances & Family 
              
                       
      

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,698.00 – Regular Collection – September 13, 2020 
$1,584.00 – Online Giving 
$2,535.00 – Regular Collection – September 15, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

       
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 
Vincent Chirico, Agnes Ciesielski, Mary Diaz,  Michael Eiring,  Bill Fulton, 

Abigail Hirsch, Bill &Teresa Mantini, Joshua Murch, Richard Nowicki, 
Ginny Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, Tarra Wagner, Casandra 
Westbrook and Ricky Wunder 

http://www.bonventure.net/gallery/pray_for_military4.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iXEuPIKj&id=AF8020E66E2EFF98F66B79DFD3393A52FCFE2702&thid=OIP.iXEuPIKjRIp0yMhyX-WXfgDbEs&q=our+lady+of+fatima+pilgrimage+statue+clip+art&simid=608008568836853532&selectedIndex=92


Catechetical Sunday 2020 
Today, the Church celebrates Catechetical Sunday under the theme of “I 

received from the Lord what I also handed onto you.” Those who the 
Community has designated to serve as catechists were called forth and 
were commissioned for their ministry. The parents were also blessed for 

their very essential role in forming their children in the Catholic faith. 
We ask your prayer and support for all of our Parents, Catechists and 
Aides. In particular, we welcome all of our First Graders and any new 

families that are joining us. It is our hope and prayer that as a part of our 
parish family, and through the sacraments, personal prayer, deeper 
knowledge of the Faith, and our witness to the Gospel, we may all grow in 

love for the Lord and further the evangelizing mission of His Church. 
In a special way, please keep in your prayer the following men and women 
of our parishes who have selflessly devoted themselves to the ministry of 

catechesis and share the faith of the catholic Church with the adults, 
families, teens and children of our parishes for so many years: Gr. 1 – Lucy 
O’Keefe (6 yrs.), Gr. 2 – Marie Mendez (10 yrs.), Gr. 3 – Patrice Kealy (13 

yrs.), Gr. 4 – Chris Higgins (6 yrs.), Gr. 5 – Maria Sampson, Gr. 6 – Heather 
Lubchansky, Gr. 7/Conf. I – Sharon Falchetta (5 yrs.), Gr. 8/Conf. II – Mike 
Bussow (16 yrs.), Ryan Hickey (Teen Aide) and RCIA – Alex Sousa (8 

yrs.). 
As we welcome Maria and Heather to our awesome “Catechetical Team”, 
we also take this opportunity to sincerely thank Rita Straka (15 yrs.), 

Stephanie Pierson (4 yrs.) and Dan O’Keefe (6 yrs.) for their long-time 
dedication to the children, teens and families of our parishes. Due to the 
circumstances of Covid-19 and the changes it has brought to them 

personally and professionally, they have decided not to return. We will miss 
them very much here and continue to ask Our Lord for His many graces 
and blessings for them, as they move forward.  

 
Registrations for 2020/2021 Catechetical Year 
Registrations for our 2020-2021 Religious Education 

Catechetical year were due back by September 15th. If 
you have not already done so, please return your registration ASAP.  
We have adjusted our tuition fees as to consider any of the many new 

situations some families may now be in. We have also made a few changes 
regarding our sessions that we hope will make it a smooth transition back. 
We are now planning on classes being held every other week at the REC 

and every other week at home for grades 1 through 6. Our Confirmation 
Classes (now grades 7 and 8) will continue to meet at the REC every other 
week as in the past. 

We will be following all of the safety precautions that have been instituted 
since the beginning of the Coronavirus outbreak. We will be able to take 
non-contact temperatures upon entering, keep a distance of at least 6 feet 

from each other (as we plan for only one class on each floor), hand wash 
and sanitize, and all catechists and students will need to wear masks. The 
building will also be cleaned before and after each session. Students will 

be given a tote bag with everything they need in it and they will bring it back 
and forth from class to home every other week. We are planning, God 
willing, to begin the first week in October. As soon as we have made plans 

with returning catechists, a schedule for the first half of the year (October 
through December) will be given to you. 
Parents of first children entering first grade (younger first-grade siblings 
can be registered with older siblings), new children to the parish, or children 

enrolled in Catholic school or home school who will be preparing to receive 
the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist or Confirmation 
must call the Religious Education Office at 973-948-7004 to register. To 

enroll your child(ren) in the parish program, you must be a registered and 
participating member of the parish. 
 

Religious Education Class Schedule – October thru December 2020 
So as we continue to prepare to begin – what will be a very different 
experience for all of us – we do so in faith and in prayer! It goes without 

saying that the safety and health of our children, teens and catechists of 
our parishes is paramount. We will be taking every safety precaution we 
can to that end. 

However, unlike other years, we will not begin our classes until the first 
week of October, as was suggested by the diocese to make things easier 
for families returning to school and work. Therefore, we will begin as 

follows: 
Grs. 7 & 8 (Conf. Prep)-Sun., Oct. 4 & 18 – 9:30AM Mass – 12:30PM 
Grs. 2 & 5 – Tues., Oct. 6 & 20 – 4:00PM until 5:30PM 

Grs. 4 & 6 – Wed., Oct 7 & 21 – 4:00PM until 5:30PM 
Grs. 1 & 3 – Thurs., Oct. 8 & 22 – 4:00PM until 5:30PM. 
All families who are already registered will be receiving important 

information in the mail. We look forward to the start of a new catechetical 
year and sharing this wonderful ministry with you as we spread the Gospel 
message to the children and young teens of our parishes entrusted to us. 

From the R.C.I.A.: 
The Catholic Church continually welcomes new members. The Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is the Church’s process of 
welcoming those new adult members. 
The R.C.I.A. is the experience through which the Catholic community: 

 Baptizes new adult members 
 Receives those adults from another faith tradition who want to 

be members of the Catholic Church. 

R.C.I.A. is an adult faith sharing process which begins every September 
with interviewing, sessions begin in October. To have your questions 
answered, you are invited to call the Religious Education Office at 973-

948-7004, leave your name and number and your call will be returned as 
soon as possible. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: 
C.L.O.W. will resume on Sunday, October 4th at the 9:30am Mass at St. 
Thomas Church. All children from both St. Thomas and St. James Parishes 

K-6(and older children with younger siblings) are welcome to participate in 
C.L.O.W. The Liturgy for children is God’s sacred Word in language the 
children can better understand – thus leading them into a closer 

relationship with Jesus and a stronger faith life. 
C.L.O.W. celebration begins after the Opening Prayer when Father calls 
the children forward to receive a special blessing. The children, along with 

their adult leaders, process out of the Church proper into the Father Leis 
Center where the Liturgy of the Word is celebrated with the children’s 
participation. 

All adult parishioners and Confirmation Candidates (grades 7 and 8) are 
welcome and encouraged to prayerfully consider ministering to the children 
at C.L.O.W. as Lectors and/or Hospitality Ministers. Please feel free to call 

the Religious Education Office at 973-948-7004 with any questions you 
might have, and your call will be returned as quickly as possible. 
 

2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 

The 2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal (formerly called the ‘Bishop’s Annual 

Appeal’) is officially kicking-off this weekend. The theme of this year’s 
Appeal is “Love Thy Neighbor”. It is a vivid reminder, especially as we all 

face the COVID pandemic together, that what we do for our neighbors in 

need, we do for Christ himself. Please support this important cause that 
helps so many of our brothers and sisters in our Diocese. 
The Diocesan Ministries Appeal supports the work of our Catholic 

Charities, priests’ extraordinary healthcare needs as well as Nazareth 
Village, our diocesan priest’ retirement residence, urban elementary 
schools and seminarian education. These are all important ministries that 

touch many lives, and your participation makes this assistance possible. 
You can give with confidence knowing that funds from the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal are used solely for the causes described in the campaign 

materials. They are used for no other purpose. For your convenience, you 
can support the Diocesan Ministries Appeal by making an on-line gift. 
Simply go to www.2020appeal.org and follow the user-friendly instructions. 

 
Fatima 
On August 28th, Fatima was released in movie theaters and on demand 
from our televisions at home! The story recounts the 1917 apparition of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary to three poor shepherd children in Portugal. This 
beautiful faith-based film unfolds at the apex of World War I, when secrets 
are revealed to (now Servant of God) Lucia dos Santos and her cousins 

(now Saints) Francisco and Jacinta Marto through a series of apparitions, 
while their doubting family and aggressive government officials try to 
silence them. 

Our Third grade Catechist, Patrice Kealy, recently attended a webinar 
regarding this film. It is $19.99 to purchase a PVOD (public viewing on 
demand) code that would allow a household to watch the film together 

within a period of 48 hours. This PG-13 movie is receiving great reviews 
and is available through many cable and other providers. Please consider 
viewing this movie with your family. 

 

Catholic Zoomers 
 

7th Grade through High School Teens are welcome to attend a Family 
Outdoor Movie Night at Our Lady Queen of Peace for the showing of 
Overcomer, TODAY, Sunday, September 20th at 7pm with a rain date of 

Sunday, September 27th. Bring your own chairs or picnic blankets. Free 
popcorn, cotton candy and drinks! For more information, please call Mary 
Flexer at 862-268-1876.  

http://www.2020appeal.org/
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This Week in Our Parishes 
 

STC – St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 

           SJC – St. James Church or Church Hall 

           REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed Center 
 

Sunday, September 20 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday, Sept. 21 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 22 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 

 

Thursday, Sept. 24 

 

Friday, Sept. 25 

 

Saturday, Sept. 26 

 

Sunday, September 27 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Next Sunday’s Readings:  26th Ord 

     1st Reading:     Ezekiel 18: 25—28 

     Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 25 

     2nd Reading:    Phil. 2: 1—11  

     Gospel:           Matthew 21: 28—32 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
FORMED.org:  an excellent way to grow in our faith.   
It can help you learn more about:  the lives of the saints, 

doctrines, history, current issues of our faith.   Free to 

you as a parishioner, and available through all devices.  

Simply go to our parish website:         

saintjamesthomas.org.     At the home page, scroll 

down to the FORMED banner to register or login. 
 

Suggestions from FORMED:  

Sept. 21:   St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

Audio:  Proclaiming the Kingdom: The Gospel of 

Matthew 

Sept. 23:  Feast of St. Padre Pio 

Movie:  Padre Pio: Between Heaven and Earth 

Audio:  All Things are Possible for God 

 

Message from the Diocese of Paterson:   
     “If any person may have been abused by any priest, 

they should immediately contact their local County 

Prosecutor’s Office and the Diocese’s Victims 

Assistance Coordinator:  Dr. Ken McNiel at 973-879-

1489.   You may also be in touch with either of the 

Diocesan Response Officers:  Rev. Msgr. James T. 

Mahoney, Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia,  

973-777-8818 Ext. 205  or Sister Joan Daniel Healy, 

S.C.C., Chancellor/Delegate for Religious, 973-777-8818 

Ext. 248. 

     The entire text of the Policy of the Diocese of 

Paterson in Response to Complaints of Sexual abuse is 

available on the Diocesan Web Site:  

www.patersondiocese.org” 

 
R.C.I.A.   We are in the process of gathering people for 

our next R.C.I.A season.  This is for adults who might be 

considering joining our faith, or who have not yet 

received their First Communion or Confirmation.  Please 

call the Parish Office so that we can include them in the 

next round of  R.C.I.A.     
 

Annual Boy Scout Clothing Drive takes place at 

St. Mary’s Church, Port Jervis.  The date is this Saturday, 

Sept. 26th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. They will accept bagged 

clothing, blankets, linen, towels, shoes, stuffed animals, 

toys and games.    You can get your car washed for  $ 5.00  

at the same time. 

       St. Mary’s Church is located in Port Jervis, at 50 Ball 

St.    Please do not bring bagged or bundled items to St. 

James or St. Thomas. 

 

The Joseph T. Quinlan Bereavement Center, 

5 Plains Rd., Augusta is offering Facilitator Training for 

those who would like to learn how to develop, 

implement and facilitate a bereavement self-help group.   

Topics include:  the grief process, how to be an effective 

facilitator, recognizing defensive behaviors.   Cost for 

one-day course: $ 150.   For more info call 973-948-2283. 

 

Message found on a School Bulletin Board 
many years ago:   

“Your work says much about you. 

Autograph your work with excellence” 
 

https://watch.formed.org/proclaiming-the-kingdom-the-gospel-of-matthew
https://watch.formed.org/proclaiming-the-kingdom-the-gospel-of-matthew
https://watch.formed.org/padre-pio-between-heaven-and-earth
https://watch.formed.org/all-things-are-possible-for-god-by-fr-joshua-waltz

