
     



          Confused about this election ?   Wondering how to best use your Right to Vote ?    

Considering not voting at all ?    This page won’t solve your problem, but will show you 

how important is your vote.      The Bishops of the U. S. have issued a long statement.   

This is just an excerpt.   Find their whole statement on their U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops website. 

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 

The U.S. Bishops’ Reflection on Catholic Teaching and Political Life 

As a nation, we share many blessings and strengths, including a tradition of religious 

freedom and political participation.  However, as a people, we face serious challenges that are 

both political and moral.  This has always been so and as Catholics we are called to participate 

in public life in a manner consistent with the mission of our Lord.  

The political realities of our nation present us with opportunities and challenges.  We are 

a nation founded on "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," but the right to life itself is not 

fully protected, especially for unborn children, the terminally ill, and the elderly, the most 

vulnerable members of the American family.  We are called to be peacemakers in a nation at 

war. We are a country pledged to pursue "liberty and justice for all," but we are too often divided 

across lines of race, ethnicity, and economic inequality.  We are a nation of immigrants, 

struggling to address the challenges of many new immigrants in our midst. We are a society built 

on the strength of our families, called to defend marriage and offer moral and economic 

supports for family life.  We are a powerful nation in a violent world, confronting terror and 

trying to build a safer, more just, more peaceful world.  We are an affluent society where too 

many live in poverty and lack health care and other necessities of life.  We are part of a global 

community charged with being good stewards of the earth's environment, what Pope Francis 

calls "our common home," which is being threatened.  These challenges are at the heart of 

public life and at the center of the pursuit of the common good.   They are intertwined and 

inseparable.  As Pope Francis has insisted, "We are faced . . . with one complex crisis which is 

both social and environmental. Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to 

combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same time protecting nature" 

(Laudato Si', no. 139).  

For the Bishops’ full statement, reach their website: 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 



  TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 11, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Charlie Lombaerde at the 

Request of his wife, Carol                                      

 
SATURDAY, October 17 

   8:00AM – Hannah Babey  
      req. by Steve & Rose Babey     
                    
                                                                                                                                                                
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 18 
   8:00AM – Deceased Members of the 
                     Kohol & Spinapolice Families 
      req. by Mike & Linda Spinapolice               
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Val Opperman 
      req. by his Family  
 
  
 
                 
    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$1,152.00 – Regular Collection – October 4, 2020 
$   436.00 – Online Giving 
$     84.00 – Holy Land Collection 
$1,867.00 – Regular Collection – October 6, 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 
 

The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 
month except for July, August and September. Postponed until further 
notice. 

 
St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 
in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 
973-293-7031. 

 

We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Mikey Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa 
Kealy, Joseph Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, 
Nicole Sarao, Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 
God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 

image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 
those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 
to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further 

information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, 
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 

 
 
 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Lou & Helen Briegel at the 

Request of their Family                                        

 
MONDAY, October 12 
9:00AM – Intentions of Mike Kerrigan 
      req. by Kathleen Gorman 
              -Robert Hope 
      req. by his Family 
                                                                                                                                     
TUESDAY, October 13 
9:00AM – Intentions of the Children of  
                  James & Kathleen Gorman 
      req. by Kathleen Gorman 
                                                                        
WEDNESDAY, October 14 
9:00AM – Father Gerald Lewis 
      req. by Mary Flexer   
               
THURSDAY, October 15 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, October 16 
9:00AM – Jack Cirincione and Julia Baird 
      req. by the Heimall Family 

                                                                                                                
SATURDAY, Vigil, October 17 
4:30PM – Roman & Helen Salza 
      req. by their daughter, Sharon Spangenberg 
             -William Lange 
      req. by the Wainwright Family 
                                                                                                    
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      
October 18 
9:30AM – Janet Lotti and Bob Green 
      req. by Ray & Mary Flexer 
              
                       
      

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,553.00 – Regular Collection – October 4, 2020 
$1,639.00 – Online Giving 
$     54.00 – Holy Land Collection 
$3,780.00 – Regular Collection – October 6, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 

       
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 

Vincent Chirico, Agnes Ciesielski, Mary Diaz,  Michael Eiring,  Bill Fulton, 
Abigail Hirsch, Erin Hockenberry, Bill &Teresa Mantini, Joshua Murch, 
Richard Nowicki, Andy Puccio, Ginny Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, 

Tarra Wagner, Casandra Westbrook and Ricky Wunder 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bonventure.net/gallery/pray_for_military4.jpg
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iXEuPIKj&id=AF8020E66E2EFF98F66B79DFD3393A52FCFE2702&thid=OIP.iXEuPIKjRIp0yMhyX-WXfgDbEs&q=our+lady+of+fatima+pilgrimage+statue+clip+art&simid=608008568836853532&selectedIndex=92


 
As we begin the 2020/2021 
Catechetical Year 
Last week we began/resumed our 
Religious Education sessions – on what 
will be a very different experience for all 

of us – we do so in faith and prayer! It goes without saying, that 
the safety and health of our children, teens and catechists of our 
parishes is paramount. We will be taking every safety precaution 
we can to that end. 
Our on-site classes for this month are as follows: 
Grades 7 & 8 (Confirmation Prep) – Sun., Oct.18 – 9:30AM 
Mass until 12:30PM. 
Grades 2 & 5 – Tues., Oct. 20 – 4:00PM until 5:30PM 
Grades 4 & 6 – Wed. Oct. 21 - 4:00PM until 5:30PM 
Grades 1 & 3 – Thurs., Oct. 22 – 4:00PM until 5:30PM 
*For children in Grades 1 through 6 – every other week the 
lesson will be taught at home. 
Parents of first children entering first grade (younger first-grade 
siblings can be registered with older siblings), new children to the 
parish, or children enrolled in Catholic school or home school who 
will be preparing to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, 
First Holy Eucharist or Confirmation must call the Religious 
Education Office at 973-948-7004 to register. To enroll your 
child(ren) in the parish program, you must be a registered and 
participating member of the parish. 
For all those who are not already registered, please return 
your registration ASAP so your children may begin to attend. 
All families who are already registered have received important 
information in the mail. We look forward to the start of a new 
catechetical year and sharing this wonderful ministry with you as 
we spread the Gospel message to the children and young teens 
of our parishes entrusted to us. 
 
 

Praying the Rosary Together 
In this month of the Holy Rosary, set aside time to pray the Rosary 
together as a family. This traditional, meditative prayer is a 
wonderful way to find calm before bedtime or to start your day. The 
Rosary is, at its heart, a biblical prayer, which is why Scripture 
verses are used for meditation with each mystery. Your children 
and teens have received a rosary and pamphlet inside their folder 
on the “Take Home” side to assist you in this holy and spiritual 
endeavor! 
Set a prayerful mood ~ Before you begin the Rosary, set the 
mood with a candle or by practicing 30 seconds of silence. 
Start with one decade ~ Praying one decade of the Rosary 
should take a little longer than five minutes. Be sure to introduce 
the mystery in advance and meditate on a different mystery each 
time so that you will eventually pray your way through all the 
mysteries! 

77th 
Celebrate October 
October 17 – St. Ignatius of Antioch ~ An early bishop of the 
Church (he was martyred in A.D. 105), as he was being 
transported to Rome to die, he showed great faith and courage, 
and asked the faithful to pray for him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the R.C.I.A.: The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

 Are you un-baptized, but recognize a need for spirituality 
in your life? 

 Are you baptized Catholic, or, baptized in another faith 
tradition and never received any formal religious 
education? 

 Are you married to a Catholic and go to Mass, but don’t 
know how to become a Catholic? 

 Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Church? 
 

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, the R.C.I.A. is 
the place for you! R.C.I.A. is the process through which the 
Catholic Church welcomes (initiates) new members. R.C.I.A. 
guides those who want to be Baptized into the Catholic Church, 
receive First Eucharist and Confirmation. R.C.I.A. guides those 
from another faith tradition into Full Communion with the Catholic 
Church. The Catholic Church is continually welcoming new 
members. R.C.I.A – an adult faith sharing process is ongoing and 
waiting to welcome you. Please call the Religious Education Office 
at 973-948-7004 and your phone call will be returned just as soon 
as possible. 
 
2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 
One of the benefits of giving to our Diocesan Ministries Appeal is 
the knowledge that the funds stay in our own Diocese and only 
support important needs in Morris, Passaic and Sussex Counties. 
This local connection means that you may be helping your next-
door neighbor, a former pastor now living in our priests’ retirement 
residence, the store owner you see each day as you shop in town 
– perhaps even a family member. What better way to “Love Thy 
Neighbor”? For your convenience, you can make an online gift or 
pledge at www.2020appeal.org 
 

 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 11, 2020 
“I know how to live in humble circumstances; I know also 
how to live with abundance... I have learned the secret of 
being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance 
and of being in need. I can do all things in him who 
strengthens me. Still, it was kind of you to share in my 
distress. My God will fully supply whatever you need, in 
accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Paul’s description of himself and his life is quite clear. His 
journeys, imprisonments, shipwrecks and encounters with Christ 
are well known. May we fast forward and look at the church of 
today. 
 
The face of Christ is painted in so many ways. We share a close 
relationship with Christ Jesus. We are blessed, some with 
abundance, who find Christ in the poor. We find people living in 
fear of sickness, homelessness, legal status, who are the same 
brothers and sisters for whom Paul dedicated his life. What can I 
do to reflect the face of Christ to others? What do I ask for to 
recognize the face of Christ in those most in need? 
 
My mantra this week: ‘I can do all things in Him who strengthens 
me.” 
 

 

http://www.2020appeal.org/


This Week in Our Parishes 
STC – St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 

           SJC – St. James Church or Church Hall 

           REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed Center 

 
Sunday, October 11 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 p.m.—2:30 p.m.   Port Jervis Life Chain 
 

Monday, Oct. 12 
 

Tuesday, Oct. 13 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 
 

Thursday, Oct. 15 
 

Friday, Oct. 16 
 

Saturday, Oct. 17 
 

Sunday, October 18 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 a.m.   STC   Confirmation:   Mass & Class 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings:  28th Ord 

     1st Reading:     Isaiah 45: 1, 4—6 

     Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 96 

     2nd Reading:    1 Thes. 1: 1—5b     

     Gospel:           Matthew 22: 15—21 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

FORMED.org:  an excellent way to grow in our faith.   
It can help you learn more about:  the lives of the saints, 

doctrines, history, current issues of our faith.   Free to 

you as a parishioner, and available through all devices.  

Simply go to our parish website:         

saintjamesthomas.org.     At the home page, scroll 

down to the FORMED banner to register or login. 
 

Suggestions from FORMED:  

Oct. 11:   St. Pope John XXIII 

      Movie: John XXIII: The Pope of Peace 

      Movie: The Revolution of John XXIII  

Oct. 13:  Fatima Miracle of the Sun 

     Movie: The Day the Sun Danced 

     Movie: The 13th Day 

Italian Dinner Extravaganza.    Our Knights of 

Columbus are cooking up a first event for one lucky 

family of our parish.   They are holding a raffle where the 

winner invites the whole family to a specially cooked and 

served 4-course Italian Dinner in our Father Lewis 

Center.   Meal includes salad, sausage & meatballs, 

spaghetti, wine & soda, dessert, coffee & tea.   The date 

is Sunday, November 15, from 2 p.m. till 5 p.m. in the 

Fr. Lewis Center.   Raffle tickets are $ 5.00 and are sold 

after Masses or from the Parish Office.   (The more tickets 

you take, the more chances to win.)   Winner gets to 

invite up to 20 family members for the dinner.    Let’s 

bring back Sunday Family Dinner. 
 

Port Jervis Life Chain today. During October, 

Respect Life Month, several opportunities to witness to 

the sacredness of life will come up.    One will be this 

afternoon during the annual P. J. Life Chain Event.   Along 

with our Christian neighbors, we will have the chance to 

stand in prayerful silence with signs, and witness to our 

belief that human life comes from God and must be 

preserved and nourished.     Parking will be at the 

Deerpark Reformed Church, 30—34 East Main St.    Signs 

can be picked up from there.   Join us, this afternoon, 

beginning at 1:00 p.m. or anytime up till 2:30 p.m. and 

express your faith in action.     Social distancing will be 

practiced. 
 

Tragic Statistics:  Since 1973, almost 62 million 

unborn children have been aborted—never having the 

chance to see the light of day.    May we pray, especially 

during Respect Life Month, that all people in our nation 

will see the light, and understand the sacredness of each 

human life.       
 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal.   Look for the letter 

from Bishop Sweeney, asking you to help out in the 2020 

Appeal.   It is the major source of funding for all the 

agencies of Catholic Charities of our Diocese, as well as 

covering the costs of seminarian education, and assisting 

the finances of Nazareth Village, the retirement home of 

priests of the Paterson Diocese.   The goals we must 

reach, this year only, have actually been reduced by 15% 

due to the loss of income most parishes are experiencing.  

Thus our goals for this year are: St. Thomas: $ 6480.  and 

St. James:  $3506.    One-half of the amount over these 

goals will come back to our parish.   Please help our 

Diocese in its work of spreading the love of Jesus.       

https://watch.formed.org/john-xxiii-the-pope-of-peace
https://watch.formed.org/videos/revolution-of-john-xxiii-the-second-vatican-council
https://watch.formed.org/videos/the-day-the-sun-danced-the-true-story-of-fatima
https://watch.formed.org/the-13th-day

