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Feast of Christ the King 
 

“Inherit the Kingdom.” 
                                                                                                       --Matthew 25: 34 
 
 
 Today, on this Feast of Christ the King, we celebrate Jesus’ sovereignty over all creation.   We celebrate the fact 
that all things were created through Him, all things are redeemed through Him, and all people are judged by Him.    
 
 It is this last point—Jesus as Judge—that today’s Gospel focuses on.   It tells us that as our King, Jesus has the right 
to set the standard by which we will be judged.   Other judges exercise their office based on the existing laws of the land.   
But Jesus is the law of the Kingdom.    His life, His way, is the standard by which we will be judged. 
 
 If you want to be a judge in this world, you have to know the law intimately.   Just one word in one statute can 
affect the entire outcome of a case.   Not so with Jesus.   His law is simple.   We will “inherit the Kingdom” based on this 
guiding principle:  “Whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for Me.”   (Matthew 25: 34, 40).   
That’s the standard:  mercy, generosity, and self-giving love. 
 
 It’s often said that you can’t take it with you—and there is a lot of truth to that.    All our money, all our honors, 
all our possessions are temporary.   They won’t follow us to heaven, and they can’t help us get in.    But there is something 
we can take with us:  our acts of charity.   In fact, they are the very things that will open the gates of heaven to us !    
 
 Jesus will not be impressed if we have many possessions, and He will not be disappointed if we have just a few.   
What matters is whether we have let Him soften our hearts so that we feed the hungry, forgive those who have sinned 
against us, and reach out to the lonely.   This is because His Kingdom is not a kingdom of wealth and power;   it is a Kingdom 
of humility, love and service. 
 

Jesus, my King and my Judge, 
Teach me to love as You love. 

 
 
                  --from “The Word Among Us” 
                          Advent 2020  

 

 



 FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING  
November 22, 2020 

 
 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Michael & Patricia Soletro at the 

Request of Kate & Emilia                                          
 
SATURDAY, November 28 
   8:00AM – Pat Follette  
      req. by her Family       
                    
                                                                                                                                                                
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
November 29 
   8:00AM – Arthur & Elsie Bastian 
      req. by their son, Andy               
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Marie D’Annunzio 
      req. by Linda Kabbash and Family  
 
  
 
                    

ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$   544.00 – Regular Collection – November 15, 2020 
$   271.00 – Online Giving 
$   995.00 – Regular Collection – November 17 , 2019 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 
 
The 8:00am St. James Coffee Hour takes place the first Sunday of the 
month except for July, August and September. Postponed until further 
notice. 
 
St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are interested 
in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or Linda Spinapolice at 
973-293-7031. 
 

We ask your continued prayers for the following men 
and women of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed 
Forces: Brandon Heimall, Mikey Heimall, Nicholas and Karissa 
Kealy, Joseph Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, 
Nicole Sarao, Peter Spinks and James Orr. 
                                        
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 
Vincent Chirico, Agnes Ciesielski, Barbara Connolly, Mary Diaz,  Michael 
Eiring,  Bill Fulton, Gerry Gacquin, Abigail Hirsch, Erin Hockenberry, Bill 
&Teresa Mantini, Joshua Murch, Richard Nowicki, Andy Puccio, Ginny 
Sabia, Shirley Strong, Jen Vaughn, Tarra Wagner, Casandra Westbrook 
and Ricky Wunder 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Zofia Babon at the 

Request of John & Maria Babon                                        
 
MONDAY, November 23 
9:00AM – Ann Lamb 
      req. by her daughter, Peggy  
                                                                                                                       
TUESDAY, November 24 
9:00AM – Cathy Pullis 
      req. by her nieces, Lisa & Laura   
                                                                        
WEDNESDAY, November 25 
9:00AM – Barbara & Charles Kientzler 
      req. by their son, Charles 
                     
THURSDAY, November 26 
THANKSGIVING 
9:00AM – Walter Schubach 
      req. by Pat & Ruth Tauriello 
              -Dorothy Holly 
      req. by her sister, Christine Narwid  
               
FRIDAY, November 27 
9:00AM – Robert Lamb 
      req. by his daughter, Peggy 
                                                                                                                
SATURDAY, Vigil, November 28 
4:30PM – Ann Dunn and Sandy Matthews 
      req. by Fran Whitesell 
                                                                                                    
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT      
November 29 
9:30AM – Robert Fugger 
      req. by Dawn Anne Fugger 
              -Larry & Marge LaRusso 
      req. by Frances Demalderis 
              
                       
      

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,658.00 – Regular Collection – November 15, 2020 
$1,014.00 – Online Giving 
$2,094.00 – Regular Collection – November 17, 2019 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
       

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the love 
God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a beautiful 
image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings grace to 

those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. If you would like 
to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your home, or need any further 
information about the Legion of Mary in our parishes, please contact Diana, 
Legion of Mary, at 973-948-7601.  Pray the Family Rosary 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
December Classes 

Our on-site classes for next month are as follows: 
Grades 7 & 8 (Confirmation Prep)-Sun., Nov. 29 & Dec. 
13 – 9:30AM Mass – 12:30PM. 
Grades 2 & 5 – Tues., Dec. 1 & 15 – 4:00PM – 5:30PM 
Grades 4 & 6 – Wed., Dec. 2 & 16 – 4:00PM – 5:30PM 
Grades 1 & 3 – Thurs., Dec. 3 & 17– 4:00PM – 5:30PM. 
*For children in Grades 1 through 6 – every other week 
the next lesson will be taught at home. 
Parents of new children to the parish, or children enrolled in 
Catholic school or home school who will be preparing to 
receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy 
Eucharist or Confirmation (Now Grade 8) must call the 
Religious Education Office at 973-948-7004 to register. To 
enroll your child(ren) in the parish program, you must be a 
registered and participating member of the parish. 
 
A Month for Giving Thanks 
The month of November is filled with family gatherings and 
autumn activities (although things may look a little different 
this year). In the Church, this month is dedicated to the holy 
souls as we remember and give thanks for all believers who 
have gone before us. Thanksgiving is a special holiday for 
many families because it is centered on gratitude rather 
than gift giving. With the holiday rush just around the corner, 
why not spend the month of November giving thanks. 
The Gift of Family ~ Thank you, God, for family and friends. 
We remember our loved ones who have died and pray that 
they are at peace in your loving arms. Amen 
Unexpected Thanks ~ Instead of focusing on what we 
have been given this Thanksgiving, focus on the Eternal 
Giver – God, our Father. Go to Mass as a family on 
Thanksgiving morning. Thank God for giving us every good 
gift and ask for a strong faith so we might never doubt God’s 
providence. 
Family Activity ~ Instead of a tablecloth, cover your table 
with white butcher block paper. Set crayons and colored 
pencils at each place setting and ask everyone to write what 
they are thankful for about the person(s) seated next to 
them. Cut the paper into sections and give everyone a piece 
as a remembrance of the day. 
 
Celebrate November 
November 22nd – Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe ~ This last Sunday of the liturgical year celebrates 
the feast of Christ the King. This year’s gospel looks at the 
Last judgement, where there is only one criterion: our acts 
of compassion. Jesus identified with the hungry, thirsty, 
lonely, sick, naked and imprisoned. He resides in the least 
of these. We serve Jesus when we serve them. What can 
you and your families do to help the hungry, thirsty and 
lonely? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 
 
This time of year, as we plan to celebrate Thanksgiving, our 
thoughts and prayers will be for all those who passed away 
from the coronavirus and the many families impacted. It will 
be for those on the frontlines of COVID-19 who selflessly 
care for so many. It will be for all who may be hurting in 
some way. In our own diocese, tens of thousands of your 
neighbors in profound need seek out the services of our 
Catholic Charities and, with help from the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal, they find an open door and a 
compassionate response. Please make a pledge to our 
Appeal today! For your convenience, you can make an 
online gift or pledge at www.2020appeal.org.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
November 22, 2020 
 
“I myself will look after and tend my sheep... I will 
rescue them... I will pasture them... I will give them rest. 
The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the 
injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal, but the sleek 
and the strong I will destroy, shepherding them rightly.” 
 
On this great day we celebrate ‘Christ the King’ and we 
acknowledge the church as the kingdom of God on earth. 
Where do we find the Shepherd King? We discover His 
abiding presence looking for us, watching over us, feeding, 
protecting and guiding us. The kingdom of Jesus Christ is 
found in the spiritual and corporal works of mercy which we 
are called to exercise. 
 
On the day of our baptism we were anointed, sharing with 
Jesus in His role as Priest, Prophet and King. We share in 
the sacrifice of Christ, and the Eucharist. We acknowledge 
Jesus as the voice of God, revealing His presence and His 
power. We acknowledge Jesus as our King, when we live 
out our baptismal call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.2020appeal.org.


This Week in Our Parishes 
 

STC – St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 
           SJC – St. James Church or Church Hall 
           REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed Center 
 

Sunday, November 22 
Feast of Christ the King 

 

Monday, Nov. 23 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 24 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 25 
 

Thursday, Nov. 26 
Happy Thanksgiving ! 

9:00 a.m.  STC  Thanksgiving Day Mass 
 

Friday, Nov. 27 
 

Saturday, Nov. 28 
 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday in Advent 

9:30 a.m.   STC   Confirmation:  Mass & Class 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Next Sunday’s Readings:  1st Advent 

     1st Reading:     Isaiah 63: 16-17; 64: 2--7 
     Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 80 
     2nd Reading:    1 Cor. 1: 3--9    
     Gospel:           Mark 13: 33--37  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

FORMED.org:  Keep your faith growing by learning 
and understanding better our traditions, doctrines and 
Scriptures. All this is available through FORMED.org.  We 
have a subscription to a treasury of materials, and it is all 
free to you as a parishioner. FORMED is available 
through all devices.   Simply go to our parish website:  
saintjamesthomas.org.   At the home page, scroll down 
to the FORMED banner to register (first time)  or login 
(each time after). 
 

Advent Suggestion from FORMED:  
  “Prepare the Way of the King” by Dr. Scott Hahn 
         Your Advent journey will take on new meaning with 
Dr. Scott Hahn’s illuminating presentation on the 
greatest gift ever given to humankind—Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving Day.    There is certainly enough to 
complain about in this most unusual, and disrupted, and 
inconvenient year of 2020.    But we’re still here, and 
perhaps we have gained some valuable lessons about 
ourselves and about our values, from the dangers and 
the restrictions we have been through.   Perhaps the 
inconveniences have shown us a deeper creative side.    
Perhaps all of the disruptions have helped us to 
concentrate on what should be most important in our 
lives. 
     As we sort things out, I am sure that most will realize 
that we have so many blessings to be grateful for.  The 
good things still outweigh the evils and problems.   Life, 
family, faith, purpose—these are all gifts for which we 
should be continually thankful. 
      As Thanksgiving Day 2020 comes up this week, may 
we take time to show the Lord our gratitude for His 
countless blessings.  Join us on Thursday for a special 
Mass of Thanksgiving to the Lord for all the ways that He 
blesses us.  Mass will be at St. Thomas, Thursday 
morning at 9:00 a.m.    Let the Lord know of your 
appreciation for all His gifts.    
 

The Season of Advent begins next week-end.  It is 
a beautiful gift of the Church, which we often overlook in 
the midst of Christmas preparations and all the madness.    
We lose track of Advent—at our own peril.    It is meant 
to be a chance to reflect upon the coming of our Lord: 
into our world first at Christmas, but more dramatically 
at the end of time. Plan to take time to allow this sacred 
season of waiting and anticipation to transform and 
refresh your spirit.          
 
On-Line Giving New Feature:  The Second 
Collection is now added to on-line giving.   Simply go to 
our parish website, saintjamesthomas.org, scroll down 
to the green “On-Line Giving” link, then to your account, 
and make the addition.  It would help us, and all the 
Church’s causes, greatly.   
Thank you ! 
 
“Remember the past with gratitude.   Live the present 
with enthusiasm.   Look forward to the future with 
confidence.”  --St. Pope John Paul II   (1920—2005) 
 
“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment 
and to thank God for what He is sending us every day in 
His goodness.” 
                            --St. Gianna Molla   (1922—1962) 



The Only Italian Specialty Store In The Area

Wood 
Funeral Home

RobeRt e. MccRacken
Owner / Manager
n.J. Lic. nO. 3640

973-948-3030
www.woodfuneralhome.net

mccrackenwood@earthlink.net
16 Main Street · PO Box 301 · Branchville, NJ 07826

118E (BC)  St. Thomas/St. James - Montague      FOR ADVERTISING INFO. CALL: 1-800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

DaviD Wallace laW Offices

399 clove Road
Montague, new JeRsey 07827

(973) 293-8383
Fax: (973) 293-7640

General Practice of law in NY and NJ; commercial, 
personal injury and insurance litigation, real estate, wills and estates

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1924.

www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com
845-856-5191 • Shaun P. Parker
100 East Main St. Port Jervis

E. Arthur Gray Memorials

KEVIN T. STROYAN ~ Supervisor
405 West Harford Street · Milford, PA 18337

570-296-6811
Home of Tri-State Memorial Company

Please Continue 
To Pray For

World Peace

Gold ProPerties realty, inc.

Each Office Independently Owned and OperatedMaria BaBon, RefeRRal agent

SCOTTY'S AUTOMOTIVE
Your Dealership Alternative
Complete Foreign & Domestic
Repair & Maintenance

973-293-8665
406 Rt. 206 · Montague, nJ 07827
www.scottysautomotiveservices.com

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

HOURS: Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10-6 · Thurs. 11-7 · Closed Sun. & Mon.

Women's
Clothing 
& Shoes

Household & 
Decorative

Items

2 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE · MATAMORAS, PA · 570-491-5000

TIRE KING
"Where Anybody Can Afford to RE-TIRE"

NOW DOING WHEEL ALIGNMENT

973-875-5950     11 Lower Unionville Rd., Sussex
FAST - FRIENDLY SERVICE
Brakes · Shocks · Struts · Exhaust

Call for An  

Appointment

John BaBon
Sales Associate

Office 973-595-1500 X 302
Cell 201-281-5461

Email: jbabon@aol.com
420 ToTowa Rd · ToTowa, NJ 07512

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Brooklyn Boy 
Pork Store

223 Broad Street • Milford, PA
570-296-7863

See Our Reviews on Facebook & Yelp!

Italian Specialties Fresh Sausage, Mozzarella, 
Butcher Counter,  

Homemade Meals,  
Catering & More

432 Route 206 • Montague, NJ

*Requires Credit approval by Synchrony Financial.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

973.293.8844
www.gardenstogrow.com


