
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES OF   

Office for both parishes is located at  
210 Route 206 North, Sandyston, NJ 07826  

 

 Parish Office -------------------- 973-948-2296  
 Fax -------------------------------- 973-948-4634  
 E-mail --------------- stjamesthomas@aol.com  
 Website ------------------ saintjamesthomas.org  
  Rectory --------------------------- 973-293-7582   
 Office Hours  
 Monday - Friday --------- 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

St. James the Greater 
75 River Road 

Montague, New Jersey 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
210 Route 206 North 
Sandyston, New Jersey 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
FOR CHILDREN (CCD) 
 

Phone: 973-948-7004     
 
   

Religious Education/Youth Office 
and classes are located at the Msgr. 
Gacquin Youth/Religious Education 
Center, 122 Layton-Hainesville Rd, 
Sandyston (mail should be sent to 
parish office address listed above)  
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD  
(September through April) 
At St. Thomas the Apostle Church as 
part of the 9:30 am Mass.  

Father Wayne Varga, Pastor  
Mr. Wayne von Doehren, Deacon  
Mrs. Mary Flexer, CRE  
Mrs. Rosemarie Briegel, Parish Secretary  
 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated 
during Mass providing that liturgical norms 
do not dictate otherwise. Please contact the 
office to schedule a Baptism and to make 
arrangements for preparations especially 
for first time parents. Baptisms may be 
scheduled at other times if extenuating 
conditions apply. Godparents must be 
practicing Catholics. 
 
 

Part of our ministry is to visit the sick in 
hospital or at home. Privacy laws do not 
allow us to visit or pray publicly for the 
sick unless permission is given by the 
individual or their health care proxy. 
Please inform us of the needs of the sick, 
and we will be happy to respond as best 
we can. 
 
 

New parishioners are invited to fill out a 
registration form which can be found in the 
vestibule of the Church. Often when a 
Catholic is asked to be a Godparent for 
baptism or sponsor for Confirmation a 
letter from the pastor of their parish is 
requested. This can only be given to 
registered and active members of the 
parish. 

Welcome 

MASS SCHEDULES  
 

St. James 
Sunday: 8:00 am & 11:30 am  
Saturday: 8:00 am 
 

St. Thomas 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil)  
Sunday: 9:30 am 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday &  
Friday: 9:00 am 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  
 

St. Thomas the Apostle  
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:20 pm or by 
appointment    

Pregnancy Assistance 
 

Call 1-800-395-HELP or Tri-State 
Pregnancy: 570-491-5151  
 

Good Counsel: 1-800-723-8331  
for pregnant mothers in need  
anytime, anyplace. 
www.goodcounselhomes.org 
 
 

Post Abortion Healing 
 

Project Rachel: 
973-777-8818 ext. 272 
 

Lumina: 
Hope and Healing After Abortion,  
1-877-LUMINA1 (877-586-4621) 
www.postabortionhelp.org  

Adoption Services  
 

Adoption@CatholicCharities 
 
 

The Schools of The Catholic  
Academy of Sussex County 
973-729-6125 ext. 225 
 

Rev. George A. Brown School  
(Pre-K to Grade 4)  
 

Pope John XXIII Middle School 
(Grade 5 to 7) 
 

Pope John XXIII High School 
(Grade 8 to 12) 
 
 
 

Facebook/StJamesThomas 

mailto:stjamesthomas@aol.com
http://www.goodcounselhomes.org
http://www.postabortionhelp.org


 

Grow Your Faith This Summer 
 
 
 Summer is a great time to take a breath and reorient our    
hearts and minds to the mission and message of Christ.   
Here are some suggestions to grow in your Catholic faith 
during the warm season. 
 
 

Make Mass a Priority 
       Resist the temptation to skip Mass during the summer months or when you are on 
vacation.   Gathering together with the Church to receive Christ is essential to our faith. 
  
Do Some Spiritual Reading 
       Set aside some special time for reflection on a spiritual topic such as the lives of the 
saints.   The stories of these real-life people, who lived out their faith in courageous and 
inspiring ways, help us on our path of discipleship. 
 
Visit a Holy Place 
       Take a trip to a monastery, a shrine or a famous church, and experience some of the 
different types of spirituality that are all a part of our Catholic faith.   Ask if there are 
tours, and be sure to visit the gift shop for possible resources for the coming autumn. 
 
Simplify Your Life 
       Summer is a great time to sort through clothing, toys, sports equipment and other 
possessions.   Remember to clean out your office.    Have a garage sale and donate the 
proceeds to a local food pantry. 
 
Do Something for Someone Else 
       Make a point this summer to reach out to people in need.   Bring some summer 
flowers to the local nursing home.   Deliver a bag of groceries to a neighbor.   Offer to 
babysit for new parents.   Summer is a time for resting, reaching out and growing—in 
mind, body and spirit. 
 

    
                --from:  O.S.V. Engage Your Parish 
               Archives 
 
 



THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 2, 2023 

 
St. James the Greater 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns for the  

 Intentions of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary at the   
Request of the Rimshnick Family                                                                             

 
SATURDAY, July 8  
   8:00AM – Frank Morgiewicz  
      req. by his wife, Linda Lee           
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 9                                      
   8:00AM – Frank Kelly 
      req. by the Stoll Family     
 
 11:30AM – Maryann & Bob Takacs   
      req. by their Family   
                -Ralph Mascolo 
      req. by his wife, Kate            
      

   ST. JAMES THE GREATER 
$   707.00 – Regular Collection – June 25, 2023 
$   411.00 – Online Giving 
$   116.00 – South American & Overseas Relief 
$   982.00 – Regular Collection – June 26, 2022 
$   153.00 – South American & Overseas Relief - 2022 
$2,477.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. James Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org Then go to On-Line Giving Link. 

St. James Altar & Floral Society If any ladies in the parish are 
interested in joining, please call Joan Henn at 973-293-3690 or 
Linda Spinapolice at 973-293-7031. 
                                        

Pilgrim Virgin of Fatima Statue/Legion of Mary  
This beautifully adorned statue is a visible reminder of the 
love God has shown in the Blessed Mother. Placing such a 

beautiful image in your home turns hearts to prayer and brings 
grace to those who open their hearts to any image of God’s love. 
If you would like to have the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in your 
home, or need any further information about the Legion of Mary in 
our parishes, please contact the parish office.  Pray the Family 
Rosary 
 
TO CHRIST THE DIVINE HEALER WE PRAY FOR: 
T.J. Albert, Agnes Ciesielski, Phyllis Coneys, John Conrad, Sr., Melissa 
Cunningham, Geraldine Dayko, Audrey DeMarco, Terri Eaton, Gerry 
Gacquin, Peggy Gray, Patricia Harrington, Tracy Harriott, Patricia Hassan,  
Erin Hockenberry, Diane Hoos, Charles Jensen, Jonathan Kim, Fred & Pat 
Leute, Teresa Mantani, Gen Miller, Richard Nowicki, Andy Puccio,  Deacon 
Joe Roder, Ginny Sabia, Frances Sangiorgi, Joan Sangiorgi, Brian 
Scarpone, Kathleen Sibbio, Cecelia Smith, Pastor Mike Sweeney, Richard 
Vergona, Walter Winkler, Ricky Wunder  

 
We ask your continued prayers for the following men and women 
of our parish who are serving our country in the Armed Forces: 
George Abboud, Saige Bruzaud, Brandon Heimall, Mikey Heimall, 
Nicholas and Karissa Kealy, Ryan Kowal, Colton Lawrence, 
Joseph Mannion, Hunter Olenick, Christopher & Ana Sarao, Nicole 
Sarao, Marissa Snook, Peter Spinks and James Orr 

 

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
 Memory of Jen Wycalek at the  

Request of Alicia Batko                                                                             
 
MONDAY, July 3 
9:00AM – Pastors, Priests and Parishioners – 
                  Living & Deceased       
                                                                                                                                                                            
TUESDAY, July 4 
9:00AM – Stan Owens 
      req. by the Kim and Owens Families 
              -Jerry & Judy Wainwright 
      req. by the Wainwright Family          
                                                                                                                     
WEDNESDAY, July 5  
9:00AM – Joseph Godlewsky 
      req.  by his classmate, Mary Flexer 
                                  
THURSDAY, July 6 
No Mass 
               
FRIDAY, July 7 
9:00AM – Intentions of the Rimshnick Family 
                                                                                                                               
SATURDAY, Vigil, July 8 
4:30PM – Debra Przybylinski 
      req. by Ann Cali 
              -Ralph Mascolo 
      req. by his wife, Kate 
                                                                                                                                      
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      
July 9 
9:30AM – Howard Smith and Frank & Helen Morenski 
     req. by Cecilia Smith 
             -The Campbell and Nolan Families 
     req. by their Families  
 

        ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE 
$1,897.00 – Regular Collection – June 25, 2023 
$1,112.00 – Online Giving 
$   575.00 – South American & Overseas Relief 
$2,493.00 – Regular Collection – June 26, 2022 
$   337.00 – South American & Overseas Relief – 2022 
$4,410.00 – Weekly Budget Need 

Consider a gift to St. Thomas Parish in your will. 
******************************* 

For On-Line Giving: log onto our website: 
saintjamesthomas.org    Then go to On-Line Giving link. 

 
 

The Legion of Mary 
The Legion of Mary for both St. Thomas and St. 
James parishes meets on Tuesday mornings at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church after the 9 AM daily 
Mass in the Father Lewis Center. The Legion of Mary 

is a world-wide organization of the lay apostolate in which 
Catholic men, women and youth sanctify themselves through 
prayer and apostolic work in union with Our Lady under the 
guidance of a priest. 



 
 

 
Registrations for 2023/2024 Catechetical Year 
Re-registrations for children and teens for the upcoming 
catechetical year were mailed out last week and are due 
back by Friday, August 4, 2023. 
Parents of children entering first grade, new children to the 
parish or children enrolled in Catholic school or home 
school who will be preparing to receive the Sacraments of 
First Reconciliation, First Holy Eucharist or Confirmation 
must call the Religious Education Office at 973-948-7004 to 
register. 
To enroll your child(ren) in the parish program, you must be 
a registered and participating member of the parish. 
 

Catholic Summer Camp 
Thank you to all the families who participated in our Catholic 
Summer Camp last week at OLQP in Branchville. We had 
a great week of faith, friendship, food and fun – and of 
course…Water Wednesday! Special thanks to Amanda 
Sousa and Lucy O’Keefe, our Adult Leaders, to Mauricio 
Munoz and Gabriel Sousa, our Pre-teen Helpers and to 
Father Wayne who came down each day to spend some 
time with us too!         Blessed Summer Everyone! 
 
Celebrate July 
This month, everything is green! The trees, the grass and 
even at Mass – the altar cloth and the vestments worn by 
Father Wayne and Deacon Wayne are green. During 
Ordinary Time, which began again in May, the green 
symbolizes hope and new life in Christ. 
July 3 ~ St. Thomas the Apostle ~ St. Thomas was one of 
the twelve disciples of Jesus. He has been given the name 
“Doubting Thomas”, because he initially doubted the 
resurrection of Jesus when he was told of it. He later 
professed his faith with the words, “My Lord and my God” 
after seeing the wounds of the crucifixion on Jesus. He is 
the Patron Saint of our Parish!  
St. Thomas the Apostle, pray for us! 
July 6 ~ St. Maria Goretti ~ St. Maria Goretti is one of the 
youngest canonized saints in the Catholic Church. She died 
tragically on July 6, 1902 at the age of 11 after forgiving her 
attacker. Maria is known as The Little Saint of Great Mercy.  
St. Maria Goretti, pray for us! 
 
Listen Up – It’s in the Bible 
July 2 – “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives the One who sent me” (Matthew 
10:40). 
What are some ways God takes care of you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY 
READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 2, 2023 
 
“Whoever receives you receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who 
sent me...And whoever gives only a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones to drink 
because the little one is a disciple - amen, l say 
to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” 
 
How frequently in the church we find the word 
‘receive’ to describe important moments. We 
receive communion and confirmation, we receive 
absolution and anointing of the sick. It almost 
seems like a passive moment. Yet Jesus speaks 
of an action which describes our life, to give only 
a cup of cold water. 
 
As we give and as we accept, we are drawn closer 
to the Lord. The reward is God’s grace to live with 
Him. Grace is the life of God, not merited, offered 
to us as a gift, and accepted. We move from 
receiving to acting as a true disciple. 
 
In this time when we buy bottled water while 
others are deprived of good clean water, may we 
use the message of Jesus to discover how we can 
give Him to others as a cup of water, as a cup of 
kindness, as a cup of care and concern. There is 
definitely a reward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This Week in Our Parishes 
 

    STC – St. Thomas Church or Fr. Lewis Center 
    SJC – St. James Church or Church Hall 
    REC – Fr. Gacquin Religious Ed Center 
 

Sunday, July 2, 2023 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1:00 p.m.   STC   St. Thomas Parish Picnic  
 

Monday, July 3 
 

Tuesday, July 4 
Independence Day 

9:00 a.m.   STC   Special Mass for Our Nation 
 

Wednesday, July 5  
 

Thursday, July 6 
       

Friday, July 7 
9:45 a.m.   STC  Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
    

Saturday, July 8  
 

Sunday, July 9, 2023 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Next Sunday’s Readings:  14th Ord.              

 
           1st Reading:      Zechariah 9: 9--10   
            Resp. Psalm:   Psalm 145 
            2nd Reading:   Romans 8: 9, 11—13 
            Gospel:           Matthew 11: 25—30   
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Father & Son Catholic Camp  will be held at 
Worthington State Forest from August 14 thru 18th.  Enjoy 
the beauty of God’s creation as you camp along the 
Delaware River.   Fathers and sons can go hiking, 
swimming, rafting and fishing.  There will be a visit and 
an outdoor Mass with Bishop Sweeney, as well as talks 
by priests and prayer time. 
     This opportunity is open to young men ages 13 and 
older and their fathers.  Campers provide their own tent 
and sleeping bags.  Fee: $ 100 per person  (includes all 
meals and fees).   Registration is required and deadline to 
register is July 31.   Enjoy a few days away and get to 
appreciate each other on deeper levels. 

St. Thomas Parish Picnic today !    Beginning 
at 1 p.m. this afternoon, join with parishioners and friends 
on the Great Lawn of St. Thomas, under the trees.  Food, 
desserts, drink, music, a 50/50 and games for the kids are 
all part of the day.  The Fr. Lewis Center will be open 
also.   Bring a lawn chair if you’d like.    All from both 
parishes are invited to attend. 
P. S.  St. James Parish Picnic:  coming soon. 
 
Special Mass for Fourth of July.    Join us as 
we give thanks to the Lord for the blessings of our nation, 
and as we implore Him to stay with us as and guide our 
future and protect our freedoms.   Mass will be at St. 
Thomas, at 9 a.m. 
 
St. Thomas Bikers Gang hits the road again on 
the Tuesdays of summer.   We meet at 10 a.m. at St. 
Thomas (after the 9 a.m. Mass) and head for the hills 
around Peters’ Valley and /or Walpack.    Men and women 
are welcome to join us.   We usually return around Noon, 
or so. 
 
Meet Sister Stan on Thursday, July 13.   She will 
tell her remarkable story of starting a mission and 
orphanage (Nazareth Home for God’s Children) in 
Northern Ghana.    She presently cares for more than 100 
orphaned “spirit children” i.e. children who are 
considered disposable because of their physical 
impairments.   Sr. Stan  will be at St. Thomas from 12 
Noon till 2 p.m.   Lunch is being arranged for all who 
attend so please R.S.V.P. her host  Lorraine Sorg, at 
973-222-8880.   (No donations will be solicited.) 
 
Calling All Dog Lovers for a special request: The 
“Seeing Eye” in Morristown, is a local organization 
which trains dogs as companions for the blind.  This gives 
the blind person independence, dignity and self-
confidence in their daily living.   At present the Seeing 
Eye organization is in need of volunteer puppy raisers: 
foster families who would raise pups until they are 14 
to 16 months old.    For more information, reach their 
website at:                                        
www.seeingeye.org   Or call Joe Duffy, retired Director 
of Paterson Diocese Catholic Charities, at 973-296-2499.    
Flyers are in the back of Church. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.seeingeye.org


In the United States,
1 in 9 people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Joshua 
Donovick 
Esq.

skylandslegal .com

Elder Law
Wills, Trusts & Estates
973.970.9583  SPARTA
joshua@skylandslegal.com

www.heart.org

We are a relentless force
for a world of longer, 

healthier lives.

GOD BLESS
AMERICAKEVIN T. STROYAN ~ Supervisor

405 West Harford Street · Milford, PA 18337
570-296-6811

Home of Tri-State Memorial Company

DaviD Wallace laW Offices

412 Route 206, P.o. Box 1848
Montague, new JeRsey 07827

(973) 293-8383
Fax: (973) 954-5513

General Practice of law in NY and NJ; commercial, 
personal injury and insurance litigation, real estate, wills and estates

SCOTTY'S AUTOMOTIVE
Your Dealership Alternative
Complete Foreign & Domestic
Repair & Maintenance

973-293-8665
406 Rt. 206 · Montague, nJ 07827
www.scottysautomotiveservices.com

Wood 
Funeral Home

RoBeRt e. MccRacken
Owner / Manager
n.J. Lic. nO. 3640

973-948-3030
www.woodfuneralhome.net

mccrackenwood@earthlink.net
16 Main Street · PO Box 301 · Branchville, NJ 07826

118E (PK)  St. Thomas/St. James - Montague      FOR ADVERTISING INFO. CALL: 1-800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1924.

www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com
845-856-5191 • Shaun P. Parker
100 East Main St. Port Jervis

E. Arthur Gray Memorials

TIRE KING
"Where Anybody Can Afford to RE-TIRE"

NOW DOING WHEEL ALIGNMENT

973-875-5950     11 Lower Unionville Rd., Sussex
FAST - FRIENDLY SERVICE
Brakes · Shocks · Struts · Exhaust

Call for An  

Appointment

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

Produce • Meat • Dairy
Baked Goods • Prepared Food

Home Decor & Local Products

187 Rt. 206 South • Sandyston
973.250.0222

Follow Us!

Experiencing
these conditions?

WWW.CUNICOHEALTHANDWELLNESS.COM

12 Lawrence Rd, Ste 201
Newton, NJ 07860

973-948-7595

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Neck, Shoulder, Arm  
or Hand Pain
Low Back Pain
Sciatica
Bulging or Herniated Discs
Plantar Fasciitis

3

3
3
3
3

If the lights are flashing,

It’s Not a Suggestion, It’s the Law.

no passing.

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA  
put a stop to  

animal cruelty.


