
     May 08, 2016 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
7000 35th Avenue SW , Seattle, Washington, 98126 

Mass Times 

 
 

Saturday Vigil  -  5:30 PM 

Sunday Mornings  - 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM 

Weekday Mass - Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday  -  9:00 AM 

Holy Day Masses  -  9:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  -  Saturdays  -  4:15 to 5:00 PM (or by appointment through the Parish Office) 
 
 
 

OLG Parish  -  www.olgseattle.org  -  parishoffice@olg.seattle.org  -  Phone:  206-935-0358 
 

OLG Parish School  -  3401 SW Myrtle, Seattle, WA  98126  -  www.guadalupe-school.org 
Phone:  206-935-0651 

“I was in prison and you came to visit me … I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

            Matthew 25:36, 40  



 

 

 A Prayer For Our Earth 

From Encyclical letter  “Laudato Si” on care for our common home, 

Care of Mother Earth  -  by Pope Francis 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and 
in the smallest of your creatures.  You embrace with your 
tenderness all that exists.  Pour out upon us the power of 
your love, that we may protect life and beauty.  Fill us with 
peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no 
one.  O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned 
and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.  Bring 
healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not 
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and de-
struction  Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain 
at the expense of the poor and the earth.  Teach us to dis-
cover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and con-
templation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with 
every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.  We 
thank you for being with us each day.  Encourage us, we 
pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 
 

Prayer For Mothers 

All-loving God, we give you thanks and praise for mothers 

young and old. 

 

We pray for young mothers, who give life and count toes 

and tend to our every need; may they be blessed with pa-

tience and tenderness to care for their families and them-

selves with great joy. 

 

We pray for our own mothers who nurtured and cared for 

us; may they continue to guide us in strong and gentle ways. 

 

We remember mothers who are separated from their chil-

dren because of war, poverty or conflict; may they feel the 

loving embrace of God who wipes away every tear. 

 

We pray for women who are not mothers but still love and 

shape us with motherly care and compassion. 

 

We remember mothers, grandmothers and great grand-

mothers who are no longer with us, but who live forever in 

our memory and nourish us with their love.         Amen 

   From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Congratulations To All Our Children Who  
Celebrated Their First Communion! 

 
 

 Owen Beaty  Devin Lewis 
 Nathan Booth  Ava Long 
 Shaun Brun  Matteo Marre 
 Owen Christianson Katie Messina 
 Gresham Crone Matthew Nguyen 
 Avery Dirks  Kelsey Owens 
 Eyob Fitsum  Stella Perry 
 Savana Friart  Ava Protzeller 
 Diana Granada Hannah Rich 
 Alexander Guzman Sam Schoenfelder 
 Marek Hall  Liam Stampe 
 Micah Huske  Lola Vu  
 Eleanore Katz  Remy Wittmann 
 Kendyll King 

 

Also, congratulations to Simeon and Selome Muruts who 

celebrate their Solemn Communion with their classmates.  

May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light of His 

love, and the joy of His life within you! 

 

Because Of You! 

Because of your prayerful presence and your financial sup-

port, Our Lady of Guadalupe continues to be a parish where 

our school is one of the finest, our children are offered faith 

formation on Sundays and our bible camp forms our youth 

in the joyful message of Scripture. 
 

Because of you, our outreach ministries serve hundreds of 

needy persons every year.  Because of you, our parish has a 

bright future in prayer and worship, with the renovation of 

our worship space this summer. 

 

Fr. Jack 

 



   From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Each year during the Annual Catholic Appeal campaign, we pause and consider all the good that is done because we give to 

the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
 

This past weekend, Stevie Zurek thanked us all for making the Catholic Youth Rally possible with our donations to the Appeal.  

This year there were more than 600 from OLG who were there for the 1st time!  The theme of this year’s rally was the Year of 

Mercy where the kids were helped to discover what it means to be a more merciful person.  Stevie told us “This experience 

truly stood out, because of how much energy I felt as soon as I walked into the building.  I really felt how happy the Catholic 

faith is!” 
 

If you have not already done so, please say “YES” to the Annual Catholic Appeal with a gift TODAY.  Gifts of any amount are 

welcome, and your gift will make everything possible. We are half way to our goal of $72,787 with our total currently at 

$39,864 in pledges.  If you cannot make a financial commitment at this time, please fill out an envelope and pledge to offer a 

prayer (write it in the pledge amount area).  Return your pledge envelope today or donate online: 

www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate 

 

Fr. Jack 



Prayer & Liturgy 

 
 

Cultivating A Jubilee Year Of Mercy 

 

Jubilee Potluck And Ice Cream Social 

 

                          Sunday, May 15 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., Walmesley Center.   

 

Come celebrate our parish, our amazing volunteers, 
and the many gifts we have received from the Holy 
Spirit on the Feast of Pentecost.  There will also be a 

rap song by the parish staff (with a solo from Fr. Jack!) along with our 
traditional water balloon toss for the young and young at heart!  Bring 
a dish (not dessert) to share with others that reflects your cultural and/
or family tradition. 
 
 
 

Centering Prayer 

 

Saturday, May 8th  -  DeMazenod Room  -  10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

PACIFIC RIM 
EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

Specializing in  
Homeowner Equipment, Yard Equipment, 

General Construction Equipment 
 

206-441-7909 
6515 W. Marginal Way SW, Seattle 

BUSINESS OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings 
 

This Week 
 

The Ascension Of The Lord 
 

Reading 1:  Acts  1:1-11 
Reading 2:  Ephesians 1:17-23 

Gospel:  Luke  24:46-53 
 

Next Week 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

Reading 1:  Acts  2:1-11 
Reading 2:  Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

Gospel:  John  22:19-23 
 

 Incense will be used at all of the Masses on 
The Ascension and Pentecost  

 
 
 

Pilgrimage To Cathedral  -  June 12th 

 

Everyone is invited to join in the OLG Pilgrimage to St. James Ca-
thedral to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy.  Pilgrimage to 
Rome has been central to the Church’s Jubilee celebrations since 
1300.  In addition, every Cathedral church throughout the world is 
a designated place of pilgrimage during the Jubilee.  At St. James 
Cathedral, Archbishop Sartain has designated the Cathedral’s 
great bronze doors as the Doors of Mercy for this Jubilee.  Invite 
your family, friends and neighbors to join us as we enter through 
the Holy Doors and take a “Tour Of Mercy” throughout the cathe-
dral.  In addition, we will join in the Sunday afternoon Vespers at 
4:00 p.m.  In the spirit of caring for God’s creation, we are encour-
aging people to walk, take the bus or water taxi, or carpool.  We 
will help organize the walkers (plan on it taking about two hours) 
and those taking the bus.  More information to come. 
 

OLG Book Club For Year Of Mercy 
 

During the month of May, we focus on the following Works of 
Mercy:  “Visit the Imprisoned” and “Forgive Offenses Willingly”.  
In this spirit, you are encouraged to participate in a parish-wide 
book club by reading “Just Mercy”.  This award-winning book is a 
powerful true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us, 
and a clarion call to fix our broken system of justice.  At the end of 
the month, you are encouraged to participate in small group dis-
cussions about this topic, including those offered before and after 
weekend Masses on May 28-29, or in many of our RSVP groups.  
You can also form your own book group with friends and families.  
You can find more information on our parish website, including a 
link to the author’s Ted Talk.  Information—Helen Oesterle, 206-
935-0358. 

Let Us Pray For... 
We will hold our brothers and sisters, listed below, in prayer for a 
month.  If you would like to have us pray beyond this month for anyone, 
please notify our parish office and we will keep their name on the list for 
the time that you have requested. 

Margaret Byrne 
Jane Denini 
Debbie Fry 
 

Bob Gage 
Douglas Kramer 
Hudson Langhams 
 

Mason Langhams 
Donna Simonsen 
Juan Velasquez 

For more information about “Prayer and Liturgy”   
go to www.olgseattle.org and click on the   

“Grow In Faith” tab. 



Faith Formation 

 

Are You Curious About Pope Francis And His 
Message Of Joy And Mercy? 

Would You Like To Learn More About  
The Catholic Christian Faith? 

 

A new inquiry group is starting on Wednesday, May 4th from 6:45 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  You will have the opportunity to ask questions and learn 
more about Catholicism (no strings attached!)  For more information, 
please contact Helen Oesterle at 206-935-0358, Ext. 108 or                 
heleno@olgseattle.org.  You can also find more information at our par-
ish website. 
 
 

Take Another Look For Those Who Are  
Returning To The Catholic Church 

(or at least considering it) 
 

Are you a Catholic who has been away from the Church or come to 
Mass occasionally?  Has Pope Francis piqued your interest in the Church 
again?  Is it time to “take another look”?  This is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to share your experiences, ask questions about the Catholic faith, 
and/or begin to discern where God is in your life, and whether or not 
you might wish to become a more active part of the Church once again.  
A new five-week series of classes will begin in May from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  Information, Helen Oesterle, 206-935-
0358, Ext. 108 or find more information at our website. 

 

                               Attention Parents  
           And Guardians 
    Mark Your Calendars For        
      Faith Formation Dates  
            When We will  
         NOT Have Classes  

                            For The Remainder Of The year! 
 

Please note the following dates when we will not be having Faith 
Formation classes: 

 

 Sunday, May 8th  -  Mother’s Day 
 Sunday, May 29th  -  Memorial Day Weekend 
 Sunday, June 5th  -  End-of-the-Year Faith Formation Brunch. 
 No Faith Formation classes after June 5th, including Little 

Lambs, for the summer! 
 

We hope you can come and join in on the fun for our Faith For-
mation Brunch and please bring a friend who may want to learn 
more about our faith formation programs which will start up again 
the in the fall.  Please bring a dish to share.  For your convenience, it 
may be stored   in the Walmesley Center kitchen before the 8:30 
a.m. Mass.  

 

Vacation Bible Camp 
June 27th through July 1st 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Pre-K through 5th grade 

$60/child (scholarships available) 

 
 

We are very excited to offer Vacation Bible Camp here at OLG this summer!  It truly takes an 
entire community to evangelize our faith to our children and children in our neighboring 
communities in the form of our Vacation Bible Camp! 
 

We need your time, talents, and skills to spread God’s Merciful Light in the following areas: 
 

 Steering Committee to help plan and staff daily events. 
 Senior High Students to be “Crew Leaders” for our elementary campers. 
 Junior High Students to be “Crew Leaders” for our pre-k campers. 
 Musicians to lead songs. 
 People who love to act, be dramatic, and tell stories. 
 Carpenters and other volunteers good with set design. 
 Kitchen crew leaders to help provide snacks each day. 
 Daily volunteers to help staff the stations as “Station Leaders”. 
 Prayer Team members to keep our entire week of camp in prayer. 
 Registration volunteers to help with “sign in” and “sign out” daily. 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe parish wants to make this Vacation Bible Camp a very special week for all who participate and we need your help!  
For more information, please contact Marion at 206-935-0358 or marionk@olgseattle.org or Helen at 206-935-0358 or                                
heleno@olgseattle.org. 



Outreach Ministry 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

Let’s ask it again. “Why can’t people who make a minimum wage 

make ends meet?”  Well, at $10/hour, the monthly income would 

be $1,700 to pay for rent, utilities, insurance, food for one or two  -  

or maybe even more with children.  Then consider transportation, 

clothing, medical needs, etc.  We visit many who are working, but 

simply cannot keep up with utility payments together with every-

thing else and have to trade off these expenses.  We help them; 

you help us.  Thanks so much for keeping our pantry well stocked 

and our treasury balanced! 
 
 
 

Youth Migrant Project:   
Summer Trip For Teens 

 

St. James Cathedral, St. Mary’s and St. Anne’s are collaborating on 
a summer mission trip called the Youth Migrant Project and 
they’ve invited teens from OLG to join them!  Mr. Santos and Jen-
nifer Ibach will help lead this fun and life-changing week.  We will 
be joining the group for the second half of their trip (July 5th 
through July 8th).  The trip is open to all graduating 8th graders 
(14+) through graduating high school seniors.  We stay at St. 
Charles in Burlington and work in a variety of migrant ministries in 
the Skagit Valley, including distributing food and clothing, creating 
a fiesta for the children in a camp, and attending Mass in a camp.  
In addition to serving, we will learn about migrant life and reflect 
on our faith in light of these realities.  There are two mandatory 
preparation meetings on May 22nd and June 12th, both at 6:30 
p.m. at St. James Cathedral.  The cost of the trip is $200 but schol-
arships are available.  Because there are four parishes partici-
pating, space is limited.  If you are interested in attending or have 
questions, contact Jennifer Ibach at 206-935-0358, Ext. 120 or                       
jibach@olgseattle.org.  Applications are available in the parish 
office and online (http://olgseattle.org/events/youth-migrant-
project-summer-mission-trip-for-teens) and are due Friday, May 
13th. 
 

Help Ecuador Recover 

 

Communities in Ecuador are reeling from a 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake that struck on April 16th, claiming more than 500 lives and 
destroying thousands of homes and roads.  As ongoing rescue ef-
forts continue, the death toll is expected to rise.  As many as 
100,000 people have been affected.  Catholic Relief Services 
teams, along with their Church partners on the ground, are focus-
ing on meeting immediate needs in remote towns that have not 
received aid yet.  This includes clean water, temporary shelter, 
food and living supplies.  CRS will also work to ensure sanitation 
and hygiene to prevent diseases.  To donate to CRS’ relief efforts 
on behalf of the U.S. Catholic Church, go to donate.crs.org/
ecuador, call 1-877-HELP-CRS or send a check to Catholic Relief 
Services, P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090. 

 

Texas Mission Trip Presentation: 
What We Learned At the Border 

 

Thanks to the generous support of the OLG community, we col-
lected over $3,000 for our McAllen Mission Trip!  On May 22nd, 
the McAllen volunteers invite you to attend a presentation and 
discussion in the Walmesley Center between the morning Masses        
(9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.).  We’ll share how we used your donations, 
what we did in Texas, stories from some of the people we met, 
and what we learned from our time there.  All are welcome! 
 
 
 

Taste Of West Seattle: 
A Benefit For The West Seattle Help Line 

 

The Taste of West Seattle will be on Thursday, May 26th from  6:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at The Hall at Fauntleroy, featuring over 40 res-
taurants, breweries, and bakeries.  This annual event benefits the 
West Seattle Helpline and this year, thanks to generous sponsors, 
all proceeds from ticket sales go directly to the WSH’s emergency 
assistance programs for members of our West Seattle community.  
The Helpline offers rent, utility, and transportation assistance to 
people living in the following zip codes: 98106, 98116, 98126, 98136 
and 98146 as well as clothing assistance for all    Seattle residents.  
In 2015, they served over 3,500 of our neighbors in need and pro-
vided over $70,000 of assistance to prevent evictions and shutoffs 
for more than 300 local families.  Buy your tickets early, as this 
event sells out!  Must be 21 or over.  To buy tickets go to  http://
tasteofwestseattle2016.bpt.me/.  For more information, call 206-
932-2746 or email info@wshelpline.org. 
 
 

OLG Day Of Service 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2016 OLG Day of 
Service.  We had over 200 registered to participate on nine different 
projects.  We were joined this year by 15 members of Peace Luther-
an as well.  Thank you to our project leads and committee members 
who helped with communication and coordination of the event:  
Erin Pedras, Lauren Hobbs, Nick Christensen, Kathleen Sullivan, 
Donna Ramos, Ben Marre, Nicole Monroe, Renee Harn, Jennifer 
Ibach, Mackenzie Sullivan, Kelly Mackenzie and Karen Fitton.  Save 
the Date for the 2017 OLG Day of Service  -  March 25, 2017. 
 

A CRS Rice Bowl Thank You! 

 

Thank you to all who were able to support Catholic Relief Services 
Rice Bowl Lenten program through almsgiving.  Our community 
collected $4,057.45!  We would especially like to thank the Knights 
of Columbus who collaborated with our Rice Bowl team on the Fish 
Fry Fridays and who generously donated $750 from their proceeds.  
All collected funds will be used to help alleviate hunger overseas 
(75% of funds) and right here in our community (25%).  The OLG 
community has benefited from local, annual Rice Bowl grants to our 
Community Meal program and Peace Garden.  What we give truly 
changes lives.  CRS Rice Bowl is more than fundraising though and 
we’d like to thank all those who spent time with the materials pray-
ing, learning, taking action, teaching and fasting. 



                                  Pastoral Care 

 

Home Ministries 

If you or anyone you know is in need of the Sacrament of the  Eu-

charist, the Sacrament of Anointing, or other Home Ministries, 

let us know by calling Marion Kari at 935-0358, ext. 113. 

 

 

Staying Connected 
Early Stage Memory Loss Workshop 

 

Are you experiencing mild memory loss?  Register for Staying Con-

nected and learn: 

 How to incorporate positive activities into daily living. 

 How to cope with daily challenges of memory loss. 

 How your mood can affect your memory and what you can do to 

improve it. 

Pre-registration is required. 

Contact Danielle Rogers, Education and Programs Specialist 

206-529-3870 | drogers@alz.org 

 

 

Volunteer Drivers Needed! 

 

From time to time, seniors and homebound parishioners request 

volunteer drivers so that they can participate in the life of our parish 

community and come to Mass occasionally.  These seniors usually 

live close to the parish and are able to get around without much as-

sistance.  If you are feeling that this would be a good fit for you and 

you would be in a position to pick up a senior and take them back 

home after Mass, please call Marion Kari at  206-935-0358, or email        

marionk@olgseattle.org. 
 

 

 

Loving Kindness Prayer 

 

Offer this prayer for yourself, a spouse, a partner, family member, 

friend or co-worker.  Picture the person in your mind and begin. 

 

May (I, they) know the love of God and live with a joyful heart.  

 

May (I, they) feel the presence of the Spirit  

and have a body that gives, (me, them) energy. 

 

May (I, they) experience the presence of Christ that sustains life.  

 

May (I, they) be connected to community  

and live with the ease that comes from well-being. 

 

Identify someone with whom you have a conflict or some unresolved 

tension.  Offer forgiveness and ask for it in return. 
 

Repeat this prayer. 
 

Conclude by offering this prayer for the whole world of living beings, 

and then again to yourself. 

Prayers And Squares Quilt Ministry  
Needs Your Help! 

 

Do you sew and have some time to devote to this wonderful min-
istry?  If so, your talents and skills will be greatly appreciated.  The 
growing need in our community for prayer quilts has been tre-
mendous.  Our Prayers and Squares Ministry is small and has a 
dedicated group of quilters.  It does not matter if you have never 
made a quilt before as there will be lots of ways that you can use 
your abilities.  This group meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Pastoral Center.  If you 
are interested, please contact Marion Kari at 206-935-0358, Ext. 
113 or by email at marionk@olgseattle.org.  

 

 John Baumann, M. Div. LMHC 

 Counseling & Psychotherapy Services 

 206-527-2266, ext. 385 

 425- 830-9614 (cell) 

 

Senior Center of West Seattle 
Did you know that the Senior Center of West Seattle has Social 

Work and Counseling support for you? 

Social Services: Holly McNeil, MSW LICSW 206-932-4044, Ext. 2 

The social worker at the Senior Center of West Seattle works at 
the center 32 hours a week.  She provides education and training, 
information and resources, referral and counseling and consulta-
tion to older adults and their families.  If you or someone you 
care about is experiencing difficulties  - emotional, mental, physi-
cal, legal, or financial, she can connect you to helpful programs 
and services.  She has also initiated an outreach program to more 
isolated and frail older adults in the West Seattle community. 

Counseling: Frances Parks, Ph.D. 206-390-5855  
    email fparksowl@gmail.com 
Counseling services by a clinical psychologist who has a special 
interest in working with seniors and is able to accept Medicare 
payment for services. She works with persons dealing with life 
transitions, anxiety, depression, and loss and grief.  She has ap-
pointments available at the Senior Center on Wednesdays.  If you 
have questions for her or would like to discuss an appointment, 
please feel free to call or email. 



OLG Community  

 

Blood Drive 

 

A huge thank to everyone who came out and donated on the 
2nd!  Your continued support is greatly appreciated!  Below are 
the results! 
 

Numbers to be Proud of: 
 

 Registered Donors  -  20 
 Units Collected  -  15 

 Lives Saved  -  45 

 First Time Donors  -  2  -  Welcome! 

 Next Eligible  -  June 27, 2016 

 

Parish Library Resources For May 

 

Mary, Mother of all Nations 
 

31 prayerful reflections on Mary icons.  Words by Megan McKen-
na, Icons by William Hart McNichols S.J. 
 
Images of Mary 
 

Alfred McBride, a Norbertine priest, explores ten images of Mary 
and explains their evolution and influence. 
 
 
 
 

Position Available 

 

There is a position available on the CYO Sports Board starting 
June 1st.  We meet roughly once a month.  If you are interested 
and/or would like more information, please contact the Board 
through it’s email at cyoboard@olgseattle.org. 

 

Quo Vadis Days 

 

Where are you going?  John 1:28 

June 26-29, 2016 

Camp Don Bosco 
 

Who?  Young men ages 13-18 who are discerning a vocation to the 

priesthood. 

Register  -  Find more information and register online at QVDays.org. 
 

Masses with Archbishop Sartain and Bishop Elizondo 

Staffed by Archdiocesan Priests, Seminarians,  

Serra Club members, and CYO staff. 
 

Questions?  Contact Fr. Jacob Maurer at fathermaurer@wlpcatholic.org.  

 

New On The Parish Website & Facebook 

 

You can hear Stevie Zurek’s witness talk from last Sunday about his 
recent experience at the Jr. High Youth Rally, encouraging parishioners 
to support the Annual Catholic Appeal.   www.olgseattle.org. 
 

50 Plus Funsters 

MAY SCHEDULE 
 

May 12th  -  Breakfast at Be’s 9:30 A.M. 

 

We will be reviewing future activities. 

 

For “Community Events”,  

please visit our website. 

 

Letter From Todd Carlsen 

 
 

To Father Jack and the OLG Parish/School Community, 
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to say thank you for the past seven years serving as the Athletic Director for CYO Athletics at OLG.  On 
June 1, 2016, I will be stepping down.  I began this position back in April of 2009 when then Athletic Director, Jeff Jelden, stepped down and 
the parish needed a volunteer to run the program.  Like Russell Wilson’s father said to Russell way back when, “Why not you?”  I can say the 
same for me.  Being the father of a kindergartner at the time, I knew I wanted to be involved and hopefully make a difference for our OLG 
community.  I was honored to also be a member of the building committee for the Walmesley Center and see it built during my time here.  I 
already have some great memories of this building that we are so fortunate to have here at OLG. 
 

Our program has had tremendous growth in these past seven years and continues to be successful because of our volunteer coaches and 
parents -  along with a strong CYO Board of Directors.  I have made mistakes in running the program and dealt with many challenges.  But, I 
have done so trying to keep the best interest of the children and CYO always the priority so they could have fun and make CYO a positive 
and memorable experience.  CYO is a great community building ministry and it doesn’t work without the involvement of so many volunteers 
giving of their time and talent. 
 

Thank you to everyone for a great seven years and know that our OLG CYO program is left in good hands and will continue to grow and be-
come even better.  Co-Athletic Director, Daren Monroe, will now become the sole Athletic Director and be supported by the OLG CYO Board 
and Father Jack. 
 

OLG community is a special place and I will always hold them close to my heart. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Todd Carlsen 



 
REBIRTH AND RENOVATION: THE PRESIDER’S CHAIR 

                                                                    (Sixth of six inserts)  
 

As a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, you are quite familiar with our lovely wooden altar, 
the half-circle arrangement of the pews, the choir seating, and the Eucharistic chapel.  But how 
much do you really know about the purpose, symbolism and function of these and other areas and 
furnishings within our worship space?  During the Easter season we will explore this question in re-

gard to the nave, the sanctuary, the ambo, the altar and the presider’s chair.  
  

This week we consider the Presider’s Chair. At the time of the Lord’s birth, the chair or throne was a nearly universal 
symbol of teaching authority.  Philosophers taught their disciples while seated in the chair that belonged to their office.  
Kings and emperors issued laws and edicts from a special throne.  Jesus himself used such terms when he spoke of Juda-
ism’s chief teachers in his time: ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; so practice and observe whatever they 
tell you’ (Matthew 23:1) Their authority was abiding and God-given, even if their behavior disappointed him. 
 
 

Every church has a presider’s chair, and that chair is a sign of the parish priest’s authority, delegated to him by his bish-
op, whose own authority comes from Jesus Christ.  In ancient times, the bishop preached not from a pulpit or ambo, but 
from his chair, where he remained seated.  So important was this furnishing that the Church of Antioch in Syria from ear-
ly times celebrated a feast day dedicated to the Chair of St. Peter.  The Catholic Church still celebrates that feast today. 
 
 

 “The chair of the Priest Celebrant must signify his function of presiding over the gathering and of directing the prayer.  
Thus the more suitable place for the chair is facing the people at the head of the sanctuary.”  (General Instruction for the 
Roman Missal, 310)  The presider’s chair signifies an office bestowed by the sacrament of Holy Orders.  Thus, this chair 
should be occupied by only ordained clergy - a bishop, priest, or deacon.  If laypeople lead a prayer service, they should 
do so from a chair outside the sanctuary. 
 
 

Our presider’s chair, along with our altar and ambo will remain in our newly renovated sanctuary.  The key difference is 
that all three will be on the same level on the altar platform, reflecting their similar importance while also providing 
greater safety. 
 
 

[From The Church, Unlocking the Secrets to the Places Catholics Call Home by Bishop Wuerl] 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW . . . ? 
 

The first cathedral (St. James Cathedral, established in 1838) in the Northwest Territory was located in what is now Van-
couver, Washington where the Oregon Trail ended.  When Bishop O’Dea became bishop, he noted that the majority of 
people in this region were now living in the Seattle area, particularly due to the Alaska Gold Rush.  Thus, he petitioned 
Pope Pius X to move the diocese to Seattle.  Needless to say, that communication took months but Bishop O’Dea decided 
not to wait.  He broke ground for the new St. James Cathedral in Seattle in 1904.  (Thank goodness the pope agreed!)  
The official transfer took place when the bishop’s chair was moved from Vancouver to Seattle where it now resides in the 
cathedral.  The former cathedral in Vancouver has been renamed “The Proto-Cathedral of St. James the Greater”. 
 
 
 

The first phase of the renovation of our church will begin the last week in June.   
We will celebrate our parish liturgies in the Walmesley Center.  To create the sanctuary space, 

 the presider’s chair, altar and ambo will be transferred to the gym.   

  
 
 

BUT IT IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD,  
WHEREVER WE GATHER FOR PRAYER AND WORSHIP—THERE YOU FIND THE CHURCH! 



 From The Pastoral Center  

 OLG School Happenings      
Donna Ramos, Principal   

dramos@guadalupe-school.org  

206-935-0651 -  X102 

Last week, the 7th and 8th grade classes went on a joint field trip  -  while 
the other third of middle school was off enjoying the outdoors at Camp 
Hamilton  -  to the International District and St. James Cathedral. 

For both classes, the flash immersion into the International District served 
as a first hand connection to the backdrop of a novel both classes have 
studied, Hotel On The Corner Of Bitter And Sweet.  Having grown up around 
the International District and frequenting it on almost a weekly basis, J.C. 
Santos did his best to guide 70 students and parents on a nine-block trek 
through local businesses, streets and restaurants referenced in the best-

selling novel.  At the end 
of the brief tour, they all 
enjoyed a family style 
dim sum lunch at House 
of Hong.  J.C. promptly 
claimed the leftovers for 
his lunch the next day, 
which really ended up 
being more of a mid-
morning snack. No     
Shumai left behind. 

Helen Oesterle, our Pastoral Associate, led the tour of St. James 
Cathedral where our students learned a bevy of did-ya-know 
pertaining to the history of the building and the faith of God’s 
people in the Pacific North West.  From stories told on doors and 
stained-glass windows, to wood carvings on the ambo, to tales 
of resident ghosts, great fires and intentionality behind the or-
nate artwork, Helen did a masterful job of keeping our food co-
ma induced audience engaged and interested in the facts and 
lore of our Archbishop’s home church. 

Besides this fantastic experience, 8th graders seem ready to 
graduate, but before doing so, will be rehearsing for their annual 
class musical, preparing for their Guad Talks and busy studying 
for final exams. 

          See J.C.’s website for details  -                                                                              

guadalupe.wpengine.com/classes/8th-grade-home/ 

All is well in the realm, and with more sunny days comes a bub-
bling excitement for the joy of June. 
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