ALTAR SERVER TRAINING
Welcome, Sign In and Introductions

Introduce yourself and if you are current server, what is one thing you like about being a server.

Opening Prayer

Overview of the Training

Role of the Server

· Gathering to celebrate Mass is the most important action we do as Catholics

· All of us as the baptized have the responsibility to serve at Mass by participating actively, consciously, and fully in the Mass—reciting the prayers, singing, participating in the actions

· Some of us are called to also serve at Mass in a particular way—such as lectors, ushers, choir, Eucharistic Ministers, and as servers

· When we serve God in church, we learn how to serve God outside of church: by helping people in need, by taking care of each other and the earth that we live on, by loving people that no one else loves.  That’s how we really serve God.

· An Altar Server is a minister who helps the priest at the chair and at the altar.  

· Serving in the church is a special privilege.  It allows you to be close to the altar, to carry the cross, to carry the light of Christ, to wear the robe of baptism, to hold the book of the prayers, and in any other way that is needed

· A good server…

· Knows what to do and how to do it right

· Is reverent—

· Using their minds, their hearts and their bodies

· To stand in wonder before something that is beautiful and great and important and holy

· Is responsible—
· Comes to practice and learns how to serve

· Knows when s/he is scheduled

· Comes when s/he is scheduled

· Finds a sub when needed

· Comes on time (at least 20-30 minutes before Mass begins)

· Comes ready to serve God with gladness
· Knows what to do and ask when you don’t

· Helps the other servers do a good job

Overview of Procedures Before, During and After Mass

Tour of Sacristy

Server Commitment and Blessing

Evaluation

I WILL SERVE GOD WITH GLADNESS

With God’s help, I _________________________________________________  






(Print your name here)

promise to be a reverent and responsible server at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish.

I promise to come to practice, know when I’m scheduled to serve, come when I’m scheduled (or find a substitute) and come early.  I will come prepared.
I promise to pay attention to the Mass, sing the songs, say the prayers and join in whatever the assembly does.

I promise to know my duties as a server and do the best I can.  I will ask questions when I don’t know something.

I promise to treat the people of the church, the house of the church and all the things in it with love and respect.

I want to serve God with gladness!

_________________________________  

            (Sign your name here)
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