
 

Reflecting on the Word as a Family 

12.18.22 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121822.cfm 

Reading 1     Isaiah 7:10-14:  “The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall name him Emmanuel.” 

Responsorial Psalm     Psalms 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 

Reading 2   Romans 1:1-7: the gospel about his Son, descended from David according to the flesh, 

but established as Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness  

Gospel         Mattew 1:18-24  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 

in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means "God is with us." When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took his wife into his home. 

 

Reflect and Share Together 

No one knows exactly what an angel looks like. We do know that they are spiritual beings and are 

messengers of God. They appear throughout the Old and New Testament.  

 

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and later to Joseph, what do you think they must have 

felt? (fear, excitement, wonder?) Both Mary and Joseph trusted God. They took what today we call a 

leap of faith.  

 

In our lives today, how do we show our faith? What are examples of how people today may need to 

take a leap of faith? How can we strengthen our beliefs so that we are stronger and able to take a 

leap of faith when we need to. ( Trying something new. Making major choices in life, etc.) 

 

Pray together: 

Lord, help us to be like Mary and Joseph and 

trust you in our lives. Be with us as we make 

choices that we will follow your will and the 

ways of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Angel of God, my guardian dear 

To whom God’s love entrusts me here. 

Ever this day be at my side, 

To light, to guard, to rule, and guide. 

Amen 

 

 


