
Thank you to everyone who participated in our parish’s listening sessions for the 22-23 
Synod. Below is a summary of responses as they relate to OLG.  The Pastoral Council is 

considering this input as it creates a new mission statement for our parish. 
 
Strengths 

• OLG is welcoming, hospitable and diverse—it feels like home! 
• Value the outreach ministries and its witness to the marginalized 
• OLG is feels like it is unique among other parishes—hope it can continue to be that way 
• St. Vincent de Paul ministry is fantastic! 
• The music is very important 
• RCIA and Sacramental Prep Programs (i.e.  Confirmation) 
• OLG is great and when there are ideas, they happen and become reality 
• Tree lighting, Loop the ‘Lupe, summer movies, etc.—having fun together 
• Greatly appreciate how much OLG embodies the spirit of Vatican II 

 
Challenges 

• Need to build up our community especially after COVID—how do we get people to come back? 
• Need to be more intentional in our welcoming of people, especially newcomers, youth and young 

adults—following through after people register 
• Need to help people get more personally engaged in the parish and their role as part of the 

communities, share their gifts, etc. 
• Need to build a better relationship with school families so they don’t leave the parish after their 

children graduate 
• Sometimes the rituals have too many words and explanations 
• Will there be a church in our future?  We need priests.  We need to evangelize. 
• Adult children leaving the church after completing their sacraments is very upsetting 

 
Hopes & Dreams 

• Duplicate the Synod model throughout parish life—value the ability to listen to one another, asking for 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance, etc. 

• Women are sharing the leadership of parishes, seen as equal partners 
• Find ways to reengage folks who have left the church 
• Place the Gospel in relation to our daily lives—homilies need to speak to today 
• Expand homilists to include more women and married men 
• Offer increased opportunity to build community and grow in faith.   
• Offer additional opportunities for deepened growth followed by small groups. We need to foster small 

groups in Scripture, JustFaith, contemplation or centering prayer, etc. 
• Want to have OLG have more social activities, ways to play and have fun together such as dances, 

bingo, movie nights 
• Be more intentional in welcoming people on the margins, especially the LGBTQ+, the poor, different 

cultures and ethnicities 
• Be intentional in welcoming LGBTQ+ persons inviting them to be active in all aspects of parish life 
• Reach out to divorced people and welcome them back 
• Bridge school families to be more active in the parish—break the divide! 
• Need varied cultures represented in the liturgy of the mass 
• Having active youth and young adults groups 


