
 

Reflecting on the Word as a Family 

1.22.23 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011523.cfm 

Reading   Is 8:23—9:3   “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14  “The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I 

fear?” 

Reading 2   1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 “Be united in the same mind and in the same purpose” 

Gospel Mt 4:12-23  

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went 

to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said 

through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the 

sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a 

land overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say,  

 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his 

brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. 

He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets 

and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of 

Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 

He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. He went 

around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and 

curing every disease and illness among the people. 

 

Reflect and Share Together 

Ask: What did Jesus ask Peter and Andrew and James and John to do?  

He asked them to leave their fishing jobs and follow him instead. He promised that if they 

did so,   

they would bring home more than fish. They would bring people home to God. Those 

fishermen really liked what Jesus said, and they followed him.  

Ask: What did the disciples do when Jesus asked them to follow him?  

They left their boats and immediately went with him.  

When we learn how much Jesus loves us, we want more than anything to be close to him. 

What does it mean to follow Jesus in our lives? 

 

Pray together: 

 

Lord, help us to be followers of you every day. Help us to look for you in others and see you in each 

person we meet.  

Pray together the Our Father. 

 



 

 

 

 


