
 

Reflecting on the Word as a Family 

1.8.23 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122522-day.cfm 

This Week’s Readings at Mass 

▶ Isaiah 60:1-6 • Glory of the new Zion 

▶ Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 • Commission to preach God’s plan 

▶Matthew 2:1-12 • The visit of the magi 

 

The story of the magi following the star to Bethlehem to find the baby Jesus is one of the most 

heartwarming parts of the Christmas story. The Greek word for the foreign visitors is best translated 

“magi” although in popular understanding they are sometimes called the “Three Kings” or the 

“Three Wise Men.” Whoever they were, they are an example to us of great courage and trust. They 

willingly left their home countries to travel for an unknown distance in search of a newborn child 

they knew nothing about. They packed expensive gifts (a dangerous/courageous act when traveling 

overland in those days) and met with the most powerful man in the country, King Herod, on their 

quest to find the baby. When they found the baby in an unassuming little town in an ordinary 

family, their hearts told them they were in the right place, and they were overjoyed. The humble 

surroundings didn’t stop them from worshiping the little child and then offering their lavish gifts to 

him. After that, they dared to listen to their dreams and defy the King, thereby protecting the  

vulnerable child. Probably none of what they did seemed rational to those around them, but 

because they followed an inner guidance, we still celebrate their journey today. 
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Reflect and Share Together 

 

What gifts do we have to share with Jesus? How do we share them? 

 

Pray together: 

 

Like the three wise men, 

   We are here today to worship you, Jesus. 

We have no gold, 

  But we give you our love. 

We have not frankincense, 

  We give you our prayers. 

We have no myrrh, 

  So we give you ourselves. 

Write your own prayer to Jesus: 

 

 


