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A STATUE CARVED 
WITH PRAYER 

AND BLESSED WITH 
MARY’S PRESENCE

by Larry Maginot

In a 1952 radio broad-
cast, Pope Pius XII ex-
pressed this poignant 

observation: “In 1946, we 
crowned Our Lady of Fati-
ma as Queen of the world, 
and the following year she 
went forth in her pilgrim 
image as if to claim her do-
main. And the wonders she 
performs along the way are such that we can hard-
ly believe what we are witnessing with our eyes.” 
 

A number of seemingly disconnected events converged 
in 1946 to form a move of the Holy Spirit that launched 
like a tsunami of prayer and devotion out from Fatima to 
the whole world. Now it is true that the Spirit, like the 
wind, “blows where it wills” (Jn 3:9), but this wind cries 
“Mary,” who has a face of compassion, eyes of tenderness 
and a form of confident and trusting prayer. 

In 1946, as the world was recovering and rebuilding 
from the “second more devastating war” and observ-
ing the expansion of an ever more aggressive Russian 
empire, both of which were prophesied by Our Lady to 
the children at Fatima, Sister Lucia had returned to her 
hometown for the first time since leaving as a 14-year-
old to enter a boarding school of the Dorothean Sisters. 
Until this time, she had not seen the statue of Mary that 
stands at the site of apparitions and is regularly carried 
in procession at Fatima. 

This statue was the first statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
sculpted by the renowned Portuguese sculptor José The-
dim. Upon seeing this statue, Sister Lucia remarked,  

“It is a good likeness, but 
there are a few details that 
aren’t quite accurate.” 

Those details referred not 
to Our Lady’s demeanor, but 
to her attire (the cuff of the 
sleeves, the trim of the mantle, 
the ornament upon the neck-
lace, etc.). Word about this 

comment reached the bishop of Liera-Fatima, who then 
arranged for the artist to meet with Sister Lucia to have 
him work on another statue based more precisely on 
her description of Our Lady. During this same period, a 
Portuguese Catholic young adults group approached the 
bishop with a request for a pilgrim image of Our Lady 
of Fatima to help spread the message and devotion. The 
bishop promised them that the new statue the artist was 
working on would become that pilgrim image. 

Meanwhile, John Haffert, who was in Fatima to 
providentially collaborate with Sister Lucia to parse 
out the precise requests that Our Lady was asking 
of everyone (which later became known as the Blue 
Army Pledge), heard about the plans for a pilgrim 
statue. Mr. Haffert approached the bishop to discuss 
having a second pilgrim image made, since, as he told 
the bishop, “The world is too big for just one statue,” 
and that he could raise the money for the commission 
of this second statue. The bishop promised his bless-
ing, and so the following year on May 13, 1947 (the 
first) and on Oct. 13, 1947 (the second) of the pilgrim 
statues of Our Lady of Fatima were blessed and sent 
out on world pilgrimage.

7 5  Y E A R S

Soul  |  World Apostolate of Fatima USA  |  Our Lady’s Blue Army4



 

A STATUE CARVED 
WITH PRAYER 

AND BLESSED WITH 
MARY’S PRESENCE

by Larry Maginot

How many statues are there?
One of the most common questions I get while on tour 

with the pilgrim image is, “How many statues are there?” 
The answer to that question is complicated, as from the 

first year the answer was two. And though there were two, 
both were referred to as the International Pilgrim Statue. 
The answer has only become more complicat-
ed as these original two have further inspired 
many others assigned to nations or regions, 
dioceses or parishes, apostolates and prayer 
groups, attesting to that tsunami of prayer and 
devotion that has been unleashed from Fatima.

There are certain blessings that may be par-
ticularly unique to the second statue, the one 
commissioned by and entrusted to Mr. Haffert. 
In 1952, Sister Lucia spent an entire night with 
this one in her cloistered convent cell. After that night, 
she told Mr. Haffert directly that this one was the best 
likeness of Mary she had ever seen. We have been told 
that José Thedim carved much of it on his knees in an 
attitude of prayer. He had known from the very begin-
ning of this work that this statue would be a pilgrim and 
would have to be able to endure all the stresses of being 
constantly moved around. He chose to make this one of 
mahogany, a heavier and more durable wood than his 
preferred cedar. We know that the other statue has been 
retired since the early ’90s, and when a request is made 
for it to the bishop, a copy is sent in its place. 

But the feature about the image, which I believe is 
the most remarkable, is her face and eyes. There is 
something inexplicable about her countenance. Her 
expression cannot be defined. She seems to be alive 

there, hidden only by a very thin veneer. Sometimes, she 
appears joyful and other times sorrowful, but without 
any explicit featural change that anyone can point to. 
The only explanation that can be given is that when 
the bishop blessed her, he prayed that Mary’s presence 
would accompany her. 

Our Lady’s visits are helping to counteract 
the offenses committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, as expressed by Our Lord to 
Sister Lucia, particularly those involving the 
rejection and dishonoring of her images. It is 
so common to see people coming from a close 
visit of praying to her with tears in their eyes; 
and when she is royally processed into a church 
filled with people awaiting her arrival, the emo-
tion is uncontainable. 

This is not a testament to mere 
emotionalism, but to the human 
reaction people so readily feel when 
Our Lady is rightfully honored and 
venerated. Her arrival and presence 
are a ceremonious reminder to all 
of the fullness of the faith that she 
treasures and carries hidden within 
the deep recesses of her Immacu-
late Heart. This “light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” (Jn 1:5)  

 
When she is 

royally processed 
into a church 

filled with people 
awaiting her arrival, 

the emotion 
is uncontainable. 

Lawrence Maginot is one of the statue custodians for the 
World Apostolate of Fatima USA Pilgrim Virgin Statue Program. He 
is also the author of The Marian Manifesto, published by Blue Army 
Press (www.ShopFatima.com). 
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this magnificent work of art. Of 
course, the overhead light has to 
be turned on to shine on her face.

Oh! Did I mention that she 
loves the window seat?

I chuckle when I say this 
because it is an FAA rule that 
an object should not obstruct 
anybody in case of emergency. 
In several instances, pilots and 
captains have announced shortly 
before takeoff that it is going 
to be a safe flight because of 
the special passenger, Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus. 

This extraordinary scenario 
onboard the aircraft becomes a 
conversation starter for many 
people. So, I put on my seat-
belt and prepare for an evan-
gelization mission, ready with 
Fatima-related literature and 
discussion points to those who 
show interest. Many times, 
passengers and flight attendants 
alike stop by for a selfie pho-
to opportunity as soon as the 
seatbelt sign is off. These are on 
regular commercial flights, not 
chartered pilgrimage groups — 
so they are just ordinary folks 
travelling that day. The crowd is 
not just Catholics or Christians, 

A special passenger
“See, I am sending an angel before you, to guard you on the way 

and bring you to the place I have prepared.” Ex 23:30

F or 75 years, the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima has crisscrossed the globe as a “messenger of 
her royalty,” as Pope Pius XII stated in 1952, referring to her 
Queenship. It is such an honor to accompany the Pilgrim Vir-

gin on this majestic journey to bring the experience of “mama Mary” 
to different places, and even to those people whom we meet on the 
way to our destination.
 

a soft-padded, zippered bag, 
buckled up with two seatbelts. 
Once it is deemed safe by the 
flight safety engineers, atten-
dants and pilot, I open the 
zipper for everybody to see 

When we travel by air, I make 
sure the sacred image is safe in 
the cabin and not in the cargo. 
So, I buy her a ticket with her 
own boarding pass and she sits 
right next to me. I put her in 

by  
Patrick 
Sabat
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yet the mood is always jovial 
and peaceful. 

During one of my trips from 
Dallas, the flight purser got 
really excited when I told her 
the history of the statue. I was 
seated on the bulkhead near 
her station and we chatted 
quite a bit. Standing right next 
to my seat, she made references 
to me and “my Mother” during 
her pre-flight announcements, 
asking me several questions 
over the intercom, like a Q&A 
or an impromptu interview, 
encouraging passengers to have 
a photo or talk with me for the 
duration of the flight. It was 
one of my busiest three-hour 
trips, to say the least!

For almost 20 years since 
I started traveling with Our 
Lady, it has been quite a 
missionary venture and a 

soul-searching journey. Aside 
from the perks of being unex-
pectedly upgraded to business 
class and given VIP lounge 
access, the benefit of know-
ing that angels guide you to 
bring the message of hope and 
peace to this troubled world, 
to those in need of the Lord’s 
mercy, surpasses all challeng-
es of travel logistics and the 
spiritual battle. 

One only needs to recognize 
that indeed Our Lady is the 
Queen of Angels, and in this 
life, we do not travel alone as 
pilgrims. As she promised us 
at Fatima, “I will never forsake 
you, I will not abandon you. 
My Immaculate Heart will 
always be your refuge, your 
consolation, and the way that 
will lead you to God.” 

 
. . . knowing that 
angels guide you to 
bring the message 
of hope and peace 
to this troubled 
world, to those in 
need of the Lord’s 
mercy, surpasses all 
challenges of travel 
logistics and the 
spiritual battle 
is uncontainable.”

Patrick Sabat is the custodian of the PVS and Program 
Manager of the statue tours for the World Apostolate of 
Fatima, USA.
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

One of the priests present for the ceremonies was 
Archbishop John F. O’Hara, CSC of the Diocese of 
Buffalo. He was so impressed by the occasion that he 
asked to have the statue enter the U.S. through his 
diocese when its Canadian tour ended. 

On Dec. 8, 1947, the 
feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the statue 
crossed the border into 
the United States where 
it was greeted by Bishop 
O’Hara. Haffert writes, 
“The Buffalo police 
recorded that for the visit 
of the statue to their city, they witnessed the greatest 
traffic jams in their history. One nationally-recog-
nized newspaper reporter, who was commenting at 
the end of that year on the greatest news events of 
the past twelve months, cited — out of all the news 
of the world that year — the visit of the Pilgrim 
Virgin statue as the most outstanding.”

Soon requests came pouring in from other U.S. 
bishops asking for the statue in their dioceses, and 
thus began the travels of the Pilgrim Virgin Statue. 

In the intervening years, under the direction of 
its first custodian, Monsignor William C. McGrath 
of the Scarboro Foreign Mission Society, the Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue visited more than 50 dioceses in Can-
ada and the United States. The message of Fatima 
reached more than 5 million people coast to coast.

Monsignor McGrath states in his book Fatima or 
World Suicide: “Two things we have learned during 
the course of the Fatima Pilgrimage that has already 
taken us to more than 50 diocese in these United 
States. First of all, the countless, unceasing miracles 
of grace, whereby sinners have returned to the sacra-

D espite Sister Lucia’s misgivings 

after the start of World War II 

that the message of Fatima was 

not getting out to the world, one could say 

that she is ultimately responsible for its 

spread worldwide. 

Not only did she help formulate the Blue Army 
Pledge that is still used today, she guided the work of 
José Thedim — the “Michaelangelo of Portugal” — in 
creating the image of Our Lady that has now been 
traveling for 75 years and has touched millions of 

souls, helping them take 
up her requests for prayer, 
penance and sanctification 
of their daily lives. 

On Oct. 13, 1947, the 
statue was blessed by the 
bishop of Fatima in the 
presence of hundreds of 
thousands of people and 

sent to America to be crowned as the Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue that would travel from North America. Mr. 
John Haffert desired that the statue would be crowned 
in New York to begin her missionary work, but 
neglecting to consult with His Eminence Francis Car-
dinal Spellman first, he brought the statue to Ottawa, 
Canada, where it was solemnly crowned by Most Rev. 
Alexandre Vachon, DD, archbishop of Ottawa. Some 
100,000 faithful packed the stadium at Ottawa Univer-
sity. Nearly 200 priests, together with the archbishop, 
knelt to recite the Act of Consecration to the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary. Newspapers reported the next 
morning on the scale of the event and the archbishop’s 
homily that outlined the message of Fatima.

 The Wonders 
 She

performs
by Barb Ernster
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LEARN MORE
To learn more 
about statue 
tours, visit 

bluearmy.com/
statue-tours 
or contact 

Patrick Sabat, 
PVS program 

manager, 
psabat@

bluearmy.com.

ments in almost every one of the 900 parishes visit-
ed, are evidence of the fact that the Blessed Mother 
is calling her own children back to the wounded 

Heart of her Divine 
Son, in preparation 
for whatever may lie 
ahead in the uncer-
tain days before us. 
… Repeatedly, we 
have been told that 
nothing like this 
has ever been seen 
before and it is idle 
to seek any merely 
human explanation.

“The second thing we have learned is that the 
little people are keenly aware of the significance 
of the Age of Mary. They have been bitterly,  
almost cynically disillusioned by our human  
leadership and now, in their millions, are turning 
not to Big Fours or United Nations, but to Mary, 
the Mother of God. … They are hastening to  
make their peace with God.”

In its first two decades, the Pilgrim Virgin Statue’s 
mission had become one to the universal Church. 
The statue had already been to numerous countries 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. Within  
25 years, it had visited every single country of the 
free world, according to Haffert. Its 1965 visit to 
Vietnam was so powerful, with great crowds attend-
ing, that “the Vietnamese did not want 
the statue to leave their war-torn country 
and pleaded that the statue remain until 
hostilities were over,” wrote Haffert. That 
plea was the basis for 25 National Pilgrim 
Virgin Statues that were commissioned 
and blessed for various nations — the 
first one going to Vietnam. 

In 1967, the first around-the-world peace flight 
ensued with Bishop João Pereira Venâncio of Fatima, 
who personally delivered the national statues to the 
other 24 nations.

In subsequent years, the statue reached from South 
America to India, from Europe to Asia, traveling to 
more than 100 countries and touching millions more 
people. The most famous “peace flight” occurred in 
October of 1992, after the fall of Communism when 
Haffert made a pilgrimage to Moscow with the Inter-
national Pilgrim Virgin Statue, accompanied by 900 
pilgrims in two jumbo jets. The statue was brought 
into Red Square where it was crowned in front of 
Vladimir Lenin’s tomb. 

Haffert stated, “If we started to 
speak of all the wonders, the crowds, 
the miracles, there would be room 
for nothing else in this ‘history.’” 

The many custodians who have 
been privileged to travel with the 
statue have witnessed the miracles 
and favors granted by Mary. But 
most will say the greatest miracles 
are those of the heart — conver-
sions back to the Church and sacra-
ments, tears of joy, strengthened in 
faith — all of them not wanting Our Lady to leave. 

Today, the statue travels under the auspice of 
the World Apostolate of Fatima USA under the 
direction of Patrick Sabat, the primary custodian 

since 2010.
The statue completed its second coast-

to-coast tour of America during the 
Fatima Centennial, 2016-2017, reaching 
all 50 states and 145 dioceses. 

She continues her travels to new gen-
erations in need of the Mother’s message 
from heaven. 

 The Wonders 
 She

performs
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