
Lenten Study: Interior Freedom by Jacques Philippe 
 

Interior Freedom leads one to discover that even in the most unfavorable outward circumstances we possess 
within ourselves a space of freedom that nobody can take away, because God is its source and guarantee. Without 
this discovery we will always be restricted in some way and will never taste true happiness. 
 

Author Jacques Philippe develops a simple but important theme: we gain possession of our interior freedom 
in exact proportion to our growth in faith, hope, and love. He explains that the dynamism between these 
three theological virtues is the heart of the spiritual life, and he underlines the key role of the virtue of hope 
in our inner growth. Written in a simple and inviting style, Interior Freedom seeks to liberate the heart and 
mind to live the true freedom to which God calls each one. 
 

Where and Time?  Mondays 8:30AM (Church of Immaculate Conception - Marysburg ) and 6:30PM (St. Mary - Le Center)                               
Dates? March 6, 13, 20, & 27, April 3 & 10 
How to sign up?  Contact Fr. James or the parish office to sign up as soon as you are able. A fee of $10 to cover the 
cost of the book will be charged. 

Lenten Regulations 
for Fasting and 
Abstinence 
 

The Church teaches that Catholics in good health are to 
observe the following practices during Lent unless for some 
serious reason they are unable to do so: 
 

Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition, all Catholics 
14 years old and older must abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
 

Fasting as explained by the U.S. bishops means partaking of 
only one full meal and two smaller meals that do not equal the 
main meal. Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not of 
eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. 
 

During Lent please feel free to take advantage 
of any and all of the following offerings: 
 

Extended times for Individual Confessions: 
Saturdays, 3:15-4:20 PM at St. Mary 
Sunday, 7:15-7:50 AM at St. Henry 
 

Lenten Penance Service:   
Sunday, March 26, 6:30-8PM (Several priests 
will be available to hear individual confessions) 
 

Stations of the Cross, with Exposition and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament:   
Fridays of Lent at 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday morning daily Mass:  
For those unable to attend Daily Mass during the week due to 
work or other responsibilities, an additional morning Mass 
will be added on Saturdays at 9:00 AM. (Please note that this 
does not suffice for your weekend obligation.) 

Lent Materials Available 
in Church Entrances 

 

ENCOUNTER LENT 
Join our faith community– 
and nearly 14,000 Catholic 
communities across the 
United States—in a life 
changing Lenten journey of 
encounter with CRS Rice 
Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl in our 
church entrances, and don’t forget to download the 
CRS Rice Bowl app! May these 40 days better 
prepare us to encounter ourselves, our neighbors and 
our God. Learn more at crsricebowl.org/families. 
 

THE WORD AMONG US AND FIVE MINUTES 
WITH THE WORD - LENT ISSUES 

Each issue of this magazine 
includes daily meditations based 
on the Mass readings, full Mass 
readings and prayers from the 

Liturgy, articles, and practical advice on living the 
Christian life. Looking for the daily meditations 
without the Mass readings and articles, then the 
simpler version, Five Minutes With The Word is the 
one you want. 
 

DEVOTIONALS AND 
PRAYER BOOKS specific to 
the Lenten season for individuals, 
families, teens, and children. 
Take them home, and strive to 
use them each day throughout 
Lent. These books can be found  
in the church entrances. Feel free  
to browse through the selection offered. 

Ash Wednesday 
Schedule - March 1 

9:00 AM Mass 
  

5:30 PM Prayer Service 
with Ashes 

 

7:00 PM Mass 

The imposition of ashes is a solemn ritual that signals the beginning of the holy season of Lent. 
The ceremony is distinctive; there is no liturgical action like it throughout the entire church year. 
The ashes come from a previous Palm Sunday. The palms are burned, the ashes collected and 
then crushed into a fine, sooty powder and placed into bowls. The ashes are blessed by the priest 
during the Ash Wednesday Mass. When we come forward to 
receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, we are saying that we are sorry 
for our sins, and that we want to use the season of Lent to correct 
our faults, purify our hearts, control our desires and grow in 
holiness so we will be prepared to celebrate Easter with great joy. 
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Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. Christopher Shofner, fr.chris@hotmail.com 

 After Hours Emergencies: 612-227-7985 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. James Adams, padrejfa@frontier.com 
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Coordinator of Faith Formation: Jean Boothby 

 jeanrb@frontier.com 
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Maintenance: Joe Holicky    
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Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:30 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   8:00 AM (St. Henry) 

   10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

   12:00 PM (St. Mary, in Spanish) 

Monday  No Mass 

Tuesday   5:00 PM 

Wednesday to Friday 9:00 AM  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  3:15-4:20 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   7:15-7:50 AM (St. Henry) 

Or by appointment (contact Fr. Shofner) 

 

Our Eucharistic Adoration chapel is open for individuals to come 

for 5 minutes or an hour and be with Our Lord in the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Our chapel hours are: Tuesday 9:00 AM to Thursday 

9:00 AM (closes during daily Mass and Funeral Masses).   

Woman at the Well 

by Carl Heinrich Bloch 

 

“Each year, Lent . . . 

stimulates us to 

rediscover the 

mercy of God so that 

we, in turn, become 

more merciful 

toward our brothers 

and sisters.”  
 

-Pope Benedict XVI  



Readings for next Sunday, March 5, 2017 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7   Romans 5:12-19 

Matthew 4:1-11 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This Wednesday, March 1, is Ash Wednesday, the start of our 
Lenten Season, a period of forty days dedicated to our continuing 
conversion to the Lord.  It is a time when the deep desire of our soul 
to be united with God is brought closer to fulfillment through the 
disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, which help us to be less 
focused on ourselves and our own desires and to be more focused on 
God and His desire for our lives.  As we are encouraged to confess 
our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we come face-to face 
with Mercy itself and receive the grace to continue to do battle 
against those temptations and inclinations that weigh down our spirits.   
 

Very often, however, we see Lent only as a time when we have to 
give up something and not eat meat on Fridays.  While these certainly are 
outward disciplines we practice, Lent is more than just outward 
disciplines.  I want to encourage us to see the deeper truth that these 
tiny self-denials, if practiced faithfully, move us toward – that the 
more we empty ourselves through such disciplines, the more room 
there is for Jesus to fill that space in our heart.  Isn’t this, after all, the 
goal of the entire spiritual life?  As John the Baptist said: “He must 
increase, I must decrease” (John 3:30).  It becomes clear, then, that 
Lent is meant to assist us in fulfilling our deepest spiritual longings.   
 

Lent is an opportunity for us to focus specifically on what keeps us 
separated from God and from living the abundant life that He wants 
for us.  How many of us have struggled, perhaps for years, with all 
sorts of spiritual demons—pride, envy, anger, gluttony, greed, lust or 
sloth?  How many of us have battled the demons of addiction—
alcohol, drugs, pornography, gambling—and feel helpless to 
overcome them?  How many of us feel held back because of some 
grudge, bitterness or anger we hold in our heart?  Lent is a call to 
bring those to God and see what grace can do!   
 

We are invited in a special way during these forty days to make a 
return to God, who is merciful and loving toward sinners.  I love the 
image in Matthew’s Gospel as Jesus travels throughout the towns 
and villages of Galilee: “At the sight of the crowds, his heart was 
moved with pity for them because they were troubled and 
abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36).  He 
might as well be talking about us.  When Jesus looks at us, He 
doesn’t see perfect people – He sees people who struggle, who sin, 
who are troubled and lost.  But His reaction is not one of judgment.  
It is one of compassion and love.  He looks at all of us, but sees each 
one of us in our unique struggles.  He wants to offer us His love, His 
mercy and His consolation, if only we will go to Him to receive it!   
 
What keeps you separated from God?  Start off on the right foot this 
Lent by bringing to Our Lord the areas in your life that are most in 
need of healing.  Offer Him your struggles and your desire to be 
united to Him.  Hold nothing back, and you will be amazed at the 
power of God’s grace! 
 

We will be offering 2 Masses and 1 Prayer Service on Ash Wednesday, 
each with the distribution of ashes.  Please plan to join us: 
 

Mass with ashes: 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
Prayer Service with ashes: 5:30 PM 

 

God bless, 
Fr. Chris Shofner 
Fr.Chris@hotmail.com 

 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Monday, February 27 
 

Tuesday, February 28 
9:00 AM Opening of Adoration 
5:00 PM Mass Mary Traxler† 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, March 1 
9:00 AM Mass Ann McShane† 
11:00 AM CHC Mass Brian Lovell 
5:30 PM Prayer Service with Ashes 
7:00 PM Mass Pat Liebl† 
 

Thursday, March 2 
8:55 AM Closing of Adoration 
9:00 AM Mass Gene Claffey† 
 

FIRST FRIDAY, March 3 
8:30 AM Confessions 
9:00 AM Mass Dorleen Schmieg† 
 

Saturday, March 4 
9:00 AM Mass Martin Kendrigan† 

3:15 Confessions 
4:30 PM Mass Margaret and Roger Vollmer† 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, March 5 

7:15 AM Confessions 
8:00 AM Mass (St. Henry) Living & Deceased of    
         Monica & Tony Traxler family & Leone Loween† 
10:00 AM Mass Chuck Traxler† 
12:00 PM Mass (in Spanish) For the Parish 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, February 27 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Practice 
 

Tuesday, February 28 
1:00 PM Mission Sewing 
3:00-9:00 PM NET Retreat (Grade 9) 
5:45 CCW Board Meeting 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, March 1 
5:15-8:00 PM Faith Formation Classes 
 

Thursday, March 2 
7:30 PM KC Meeting 
5:00-6:00 PM Hispanic Coro Practice 
7:00 PM Hispanic Bible Study 
 

FIRST FRIDAY, March 3 
AM Communion Calls 
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 4 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, March 5 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10AM Mass 

Faith Formation Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 1, 9:00 AM 
Altar Server   1 Volunteer Needed 
 

Eucharistic Minister Sue Leary 
     and Ashes  Kathy Schloesser 
 

Lector   Jean Bradshaw 
  

Usher      Don Hayden 
   3 Volunteers Needed 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 5:30 PM  
Altar Server   Dylan Hunt 
  

Ashes Distribution Mary Boettcher 
   Mike Boettcher 
   Darian Hunt 
   Darcy Schloesser 
 

Lector   Madonna Russo 
 

Usher   4 Volunteers Needed 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 7:00 PM 

Altar Server   1 Volunteer Needed 
  

Eucharistic Minister Kae Traxler 
     and Ashes  Pat Traxler 
   2 Volunteers Needed 
 

Lector   Jean Cemensky-Mohr 
 

Usher   Tim Blaschko      Paul Factor 
             Harold Wondra   1 Volunteer Needed 
 

If you are able to volunteer for any of the bolded 
positions above, please contact the parish office as 
soon as you are able. Thank you! 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Saturday, March 4, 4:30 PM 
Altar Server   James Wolf 
   Alexis O’Connell 
 

Eucharistic Minister Christy Gibbs 
   Deb O’Connell 
 

Lector   Kathy Schloesser 
  

Usher  Tim Blaschko      Jim O’Connell 
           Harold Wondra    1 Volunteer Needed 
 

Sunday, March 5, 8:00 AM 
Altar Server   Josh Holicky 
  

Eucharistic Minister Joan Traxler 
 

Lector   Karl Germscheid 
 

Sunday, March 5, 10:00 AM 

Altar Server   Anthony Fonseca 
   Jameson Fonseca 
   Kaylee Harkins 
  

Eucharistic Minister Bea Grof 
   Rose Krenik 
   Kae Traxler 
   Pat Traxler 
 

Lector   Margaret Traxler 
 

Usher    Phil Campbell    Paul Factor 
 Brad O’Keefe    Brendan O’Keefe 

Parish Stewardship 
 

The weekly budget has been adjusted to reflect the updated 
annual budget. 
 

Feb 18-19, 2017  St. Mary  St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget  $   3950.00  $   825.00 
 

Weekly Offering $   2413.61   $   370.00 
Plate   $     207.75   $   112.75 
 

TOTAL  $   2621.36           $   482.75 
 

Diff. from budget      -$    1328.64                -$    342.25 
 
 
 

Building fund         $        439.00     
 

Building fund Campaign: 
Pledges:         $ 258,684.13 
Collected:         $ 203,631.49 
 

Building loan balance as of January 21, 2017:  $ 38,919.56 

NET Retreat – Tuesday Feb. 28th, 2017 from 3:00-9:00pm at St. Mary’s 
Social Hall for all Confirmation students in the 9th grade class. Our 
theme, “With Great Power,” explores how the power of the Holy Spirit 
affects the lives of those who are open to His actions during 
Confirmation. This retreat is mandatory for all making their Confirmation 
this spring. Please pray for these students who are preparing to receive 
the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Confirmation this spring. 
 

Ash Wednesday – Wednesday, March 1, 2017 Faith Formation 
classes will attend the Ash Wednesday services. Students should first 
report to their classrooms at the start of class. They may sit with their 
class or sit with their family for the service. Early session will attend the 
prayer service, late session will attend the Mass. 
 

Totus Tuus Summer Program - July 15th-22nd, 2017  
Space is limited! Paid registrations will be honored on a first come, 
first serve basis.  
Grades 1-6 will meet Monday through Friday from 9:00am - 2:30pm 
for catechetical instruction, songs, games, Mass, Reconciliation, lunch, 
recess and more! 
Grades 7-12 will meet Sunday through Thursday from 7:30pm– 
9:45pm for catechetical instruction, Adoration, Reconciliation, and 
fellowship to help our youth develop a deeper personal relationship with 
the Lord. 
Registration forms may be found at the church and office entrances. 
 

VBS for Preschool & Kindergarten – July 31 – Aug. 3rd 
Mark your calendars. Vacation Bible School for Preschool and 
Kindergarten students ages 3-5 will be offered Monday through 
Thursday, July 31st – Aug. 3rd from 5:30pm- 7:30pm. This year we will be 
celebrating God’s creations with songs, bible stories, games, crafts, and 
activities. Registrations forms coming soon! 
 

We are looking for a few volunteers to be on our Faith Formation Board. 
We meet once a month to help guide, plan, and decision make on the 
activities, curriculum, and scheduling of the various faith formation 
classes and groups. Anyone in the parish who is interested in helping 
with the adult, youth, and children’s Faith Formation should contact Jean 
or the office for more information. 
 

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
yours.” 1 Chronicles 29:11 

Jean R. Boothby 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
jeanrb@frontier.com 
941-962-5168 

mailto:jeanrb@frontier.com


 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice sponsors:  Hope 
A grief support group for women who have experienced the death 

of a loved one. The group is led by widows and offers an 
opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing 

and hope from loss. Drop-ins are welcome.  
 

Tuesdays, 5:15 – 6:15 pm, St John the Baptist Catholic Church 
John Paul II Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, 632 S. Broad St., Mankato 

For more information, please call 507-385-2989 or 
1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989 (toll free). 

 
 

Le Center Community Blood Drive 
Monday, March 6, 2017 from 1-7 PM 

American Legion Hall, Le Center, MN - As a blood donor, you are a 
part of an elite group of community heroes that help save lives. 

Everyday the Red Cross must collect nearly 14,000 donations for 
patients in need. The Red Cross will be making the calls, if you 

don’t receive a call and would like to donate, please call 1-800-733-
2767 or go on-line to redcrossblood.org to make an appointment. 

 
 

Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities 
 Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including 

Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, 
with Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas. They 

accept most health insurance providers for counseling services. 
For those who do not have insurance, there are reduced 

and sliding fee options. 
They provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full 
range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized 

counseling to individuals and families. Their long-distance 
counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, Counseling Services 
651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced 651-647-3126 and for 

Adoption Services 651-647-3103.    
 

 
Area Separated or Divorced Educational/Support Group  

St. Wenceslaus Church Basement, New Prague 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month from 7– 8:30 PM.  

Experience good support as you and your loved ones move through 
this time in your life.  All faiths are welcome.  For more information 
call Deacon Bob Wagner, 952-758-3225 or Mary 952-873-6781. 

 

Tuesday, March 7 & 21 - “Being Attentive to the Signs of 
God’s Presence” 

Tuesday, April 4 & 18 - “Navigate Those Bumpy Roads” 
Tuesday, May 2 & 6 - “Name the Values That Guide Your Heart” 

Tuesday, June 6 & 20 - “God Speaks to Us in Many Ways 
Tuesday, July 18 ONLY - “Power of Faith” 

Tuesday, August 1 & 15 - “Allow God to Step in” 
 
 

“Moving Forward” 
Hope United Grief Group Spring Retreat 

for Loss of Spouse/Significant Other 
March 31, 2017—April 2, 2017  

(Beginning Friday 7PM through Sunday 11AM) 
Interdenominational Retreat - St. Teresa Campus, Winona, MN 
Main Speakers with breakout sessions with facilitators that have 

experienced the loss of a spouse. Keynote Speaker: Corrine 
Kindschy, Widow and Certified Spiritual Director 

For more information contact Marlene Hunt 507-381-1177 or 
marlenehunt53@gmail.com  Facebook—Hope United Grief Group 

Community and Social Events 
 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 Le Center Sportsmen 
Club “Ash Wednesday All You Can Eat Fish Fry” - 
11AM-2PM and 4PM-7PM, Sportsmen Cabin East of Fair 
Grounds. Advance Sale $10/$11 at the door. Tickets also 
available at the door - Kids 4-8 are $5, 3 and under are 
free. All you can eat is in club only. 
 

Fridays During Lent Fish Fry - American Legion Post 
108 Le Center Fish Basket Lunch serving from 11AM-
1PM for $6, All You Can Eat Fish Dinner serving from 
5PM-7:30PM (or until gone), $10 adults and children 
under 12 $6. Dates serving are March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 
April 7 & 14. Please Note: March 10th will serve only at 
lunch time, there will not be evening dinner that day. 
 

Friday, March 3, 2017 41st KC Fish Fry - American 
Legion Club, Montgomery, MN. Serving 11AM-2PM and 
4-7:30PM All you can eat buffet of baked & breaded cod, 
cheesy potatoes, green beans, coffee, bread, coleslaw, 
& bars. Adults $12, ages 5-10 $6. Under 5 free. Take 
outs available $12. Special 11-2 only: Cod fish sandwich 
with chips or fries $6. 
 

Friday, March 3, 2017 Fish Fry - from 4-8PM at the 
Lonsdale American Legion, 115 2nd Ave NW. All you can 
eat! Fried and baked fish, cheesy potatoes, green beans, 
coleslaw, breads, cake & beverages. Take out available. 
Adults $12 advance/$13 at the door, Children ages 5-12 
$5, Under 5 free. Advance tickets available at: Holy Cross 
Catholic School, Lonsdale Country Market, and Jessy’s 
Food Mart. To Benefit Holy Cross Catholic School. 
 

Saturday, March 4, 2017 St. John the Baptist Catholic 
School Jordan Annual Catholic dinner - at the Ridges 
at Sand Creek Golf Course. Dinner tickets are $100 for a 
couple. That same evening we will draw a winner for our 
Wolf Motors truck raffle. Only 500 tickets will be sold for 
$100 each to win a Wolf Ford F150 truck or $25,000 
cash. You can purchase tickets for the dinner or truck 
raffle at St. John’s Church or School. For more 
information contact St. John’s at 952-492-2030. Join Us! 
 

Friday, March 10, 2017 St. Anne’s Patrons & Alumni 
Fish Fry - 4:30-7:30 PM at St. Anne’s School, 511 North 
4th Street, Le Sueur. Fish, Baked Potato, Coleslaw, 
Green Beans, Bun & Beverage. Adults $12, Children 5-
12 $6, 4 and under free. In case of inclement weather, 
event will be held on March 11. 
 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 “Hat Lady” Salad 
Luncheon - The Lonsdale Immaculate Conception 
Council of Catholic Women will be hosting at the 
Crusader Civic Center (next to the church) starting at 
10AM.  It will feature Anne Jans, who has been collecting 
antique hats, hatboxes, etc. for 24 years, dating from the 
1840’s through the 1960’s.  She will be bringing items for 
display.  Everyone is invited.  Guests are invited to wear/
bring hats and share their story if they wish.  There will 
also be a silent auction and door prizes. Adult tickets are 
$8, Children 12 and under are $4. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling the Parish Office  507-744-2829 M-
F 8am-noon, Shirley  507-744-2728, or Betty 507-744-
2130.  There will be a limited number of tickets sold at 
the door. 
 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

 

Church Cleaning -  Laurie Schatz and Jennifer Rutt are 
scheduled to clean the church by March 5, 2017. 

St. Henry News 

Day and night Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament BECAUSE OF HIS INFINITE LOVE FOR YOU! “Behold I 
will be with you always even to the end of the world,.” because “I have loved you with an everlasting love, and 

constant is my affection for you.” (MT 28:20; Jer 31:3) 
 

 Everyone is invited to stop in at anytime and talk with Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. Prayerfully consider 
whether the Lord is calling you to spend an hour with Him each week. Any hour is open for an additional adorer. 
If you have any questions or would like to sign up for an hour, please contact Gloria 357-6939 or Joyce 357-4410. 

Catholic Services Appeal puts faith into action for ‘least of these’ 

From Bishop Andrew Cozzens 

Last fall I was able to join several other priests in hearing confessions for more than 100 college students who 
were on retreat from the University of Minnesota Newman Center at St. Lawrence. Recently, Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda celebrated the sacrament of confirmation for three inmates at Lino Lakes state prison. In 
October, I led eucharistic adoration for more than 1,200 high school students at Archdiocesan Youth Day. More 
than 30,000 Latinos attended services for the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in our parishes this year. Our two 
priests at the archdiocesan mission in Venezuela brought the sacraments and the love of Jesus to one of the 
poorest places in the world in their parish, which numbers 65,000 faithful. The Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis was ranked fifth in the country the last three years for the number of priests ordained, as we 
ordained 26 new priests in the last three years and will ordain 10 more in May. 

What do all these facts have in common? They were all made possible by the Catholic Services Appeal. 

Please prayerfully consider your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal. Thank you for your continued generosity!  
For more information, visit the CSAF’s website at www.csafspm.org. For your convenience we have placed in 
the church entrances a CSAF flyer and envelope. Again this year, if we reach our goal, we will receive back 
25% of all funds collected. 
 

Our parish goals this year:                                         Current total contributions: 
St. Mary  $ 12,117      St. Henry  $  2,382                 St. Mary  $  6,520 (53.8%)   St. Henry  $  1,580 (66.3%) 

St. Mary-St. Henry Youth Group 
meets Wednesday, March 8 from 7:00-

8:15PM at the home of 
Randy & Stacy Hunt. 

This group meets 
monthly on a 

Wednesday evening to 
foster friendship and 

faith in a fun and Christ-
like atmosphere. We 

play games, enjoy one 
another’s company, 

pray, and talk about how 
our faith intersects our 

life. Snacks are 
provided. 

DTS (The Dead Theologians 
Society) went pretty well on 
February 12 in Le Center with 
about 12 youth from around that 
neighborhood. Thank you for your 
prayers. For now, we continue to 
plan on gathering the youth from all 
four parishes in our care the 

second Sunday of the month from 6-9pm. Thanks to those who have shown 
interest and have helped out by either providing a meal or offering time in 
adoration during the evening. Anyone else that wants to help, let me 
know.  We have had some commit to providing the meals...but would like to 
get the remaining months covered.  We really want to get people to come and 
pray in adoration so that we can bear as much fruit as God wants. Please 
pray for all our youth and their families. 8-12th graders, mark your 
calendars for March 12 from 6-9 PM. We will be meeting at Nativity 
Church in Cleveland this month. God bless you all--Fr James Adams 

Youth in Grades 8-12:  Recently, you received information for the Steubenville Conference to take 
place in July.  I regret to inform you that the conference sold out before we had a chance to register our 
youth.  I apologize for the circumstances.  
 

I encourage you, however, to take advantage of our exciting new opportunity to celebrate the faith 
known as TOTUS TUUS.  A group of four college-age Catholics are coming to our parish July 15-22 
and will present the faith in a unique way, with energetic presentations, fun games, prayer and worship.  
It’s a bit like Vacation Bible School for older youth.  This is a phenomenal program that only a handful of 
parishes in our Archdiocese are able to take advantage of each year.  We are blessed to have this 
opportunity this year.  Please consider attending.   
 

Grades 7-12 will meet 7:30-9:45 pm each evening, Sunday-Thursday, July 16-20.  Opportunities are also available 
for high school youth to assist with the day program that focuses on our grade-school youth.  More information and 
registration forms can be found at the parish entrances.  Any questions, please contact Jean Boothby at the parish office.   

Youth Activities 



Sacramental Life 

We welcome the newest members of 
the Church through the waters of 
Baptism: Maya Lynn Goettl, 
Samantha Lynn Vavra, Nora Ann 
Collins, Henry Terrence McCabe 

 

Baptism Classes  
If you are interested in having your child baptized, 
please contact Father Chris at the Parish Office to 
reserve your spot and to schedule a Baptism class.  
This 1 1/2 hour-long class is required for the parents 
and godparents of the child to be baptized. 
 

Please note that due to the Lenten Season the next 
scheduled date for baptism will take place after 
Easter on April 30, 2017.  
 

Please Note:  A requirement for Baptism is a copy 
of the child’s birth certificate. 
 

Sacramental Information 

Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent). 
Contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish & English. 

Marriage - contact Fr. Chris at least 6 months in 
advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat 
as well as marriage preparation classes with Fr. Chris.   

Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8 & 9.  
For adult confirmation - contact Fr. Chris. 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the 
Parish once each year in the spring. For private 
anointing, contact Fr. Chris. 

Communion calls for ill or homebound - please 
contact the Parish Center. 

We offer our prayers and condolences 
to Deb and Norm Schmidt on the 

recent passing of Deb’s father, Richard 
Weldon. May God’s mercy bring you 

comfort during this difficult time. 

Please Pray For 
 

Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other. The 
following have asked for your prayers:  
 

Marvin Willette  
 

All residents at Central Health Care, Mala Strana, 
Benedictine, Traditions, Villages, Three Links, 
Horizon Place, Beacon. Some people have requested to 
not have their name included on this list. We respect their 
wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill. 
 

*Our prayer list will be updated regularly. When you submit 
a name of a loved one for prayer, their name will remain on 
the prayer list for SIX WEEKS. If you no longer see your 
loved ones name and would like the parish community to 
continue to pray for this individual, please call the parish 
office with your prayer request and their name will again be 
placed on our prayer list for another six weeks.  

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
November 6-17, 2017 

 

~ Visit the holy sites and walk 
where Jesus walked ~ 

With Roy Schoeman, popular speaker, 
writer, and guest on EWTN 

 Fr. Patrick Barnes (St. Nicholas, Elko Market)  
Fr. Chris Shofner (St. Mary & St. Henry, 

Nativity & Immaculate Conception) 
$3620.00 per person/double occupancy + taxes/surcharges, 

meals and personal expenses 
For more information, contact Tekton Ministries, 

9924 Cedar Ridge Drive, Carmel, IN  46032 
Phone: 317-574-4191 or Toll-free: 866-905-3787 

Email: pilgrimage@tektonministries.org 
Register online at: www.tektonministries.org 

 
 

“God’s Love, Our Response” 
A Quiet Day of Prayer and Reflection 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 
Offered by Jackie Cesario 

Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Janesville, MN 
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

$50.00 includes materials, lunch and snacks 
Lunch provided by Frangino’s Bistro 
For more information or to register 

call Jackie at 507-625-2395 
Deadline for registration is March 17, 2017 

Spiritual Enrichment and Education Opportunities 

New Members Are Encouraged to Join St. Mary’s Choir 
 

St. Mary’s Choir is starting to prepare music for Lent and Easter. 
New members are always welcome to join us at anytime! 

 The choir is family friendly with lots of room for your family members 
to join you in the choir loft during Masses.  

 Don’t know what to do for Lent? Instead of giving up something. . . 
why not join the choir and put in a little extra time praising our Lord 
twice in song?  

 Are you between the ages of 12-99? Then this is the choir for you! 

 Do you need to read music ? – NO! 

 Do you need  a sense of humor? – It helps! You’ll understand why 
after you’ve been around us awhile . 

 Are you a shower singer? Never sang with a group before, but like 
singing Karaoke?  

Then give choir a try! 
 

You are asked to make as many practices as possible. We try to 
meet at 9:30AM every Sunday to practice new pieces (during Lent). 
 

Up-Coming Practices & Masses are:  
Monday, Feb. 27  6:30-8:00 pm practice 
Wednesday, March 1  7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Mass 
Sunday, March 5   9:30 am practice before Mass 
Tuesday, March 7  6:30-8:00 pm practice  
Sunday, March 12  9:30 am practice before Mass 
Monday, March 13  6:30-8:00 pm practice  

Marvin Willette celebrates his 83rd 
birthday on Sunday, February 26. His 
family invites you to send him a card 
with your Birthday greetings. 
 

Marvin Willette 
Benedictine Health Systems 
1907 Klein Street, Room 208B 
St. Peter, MN 56082 

 

Mission Sewing - Anyone interested in helping 
with tying mission quilts is welcome any 
Tuesday afternoon at 1PM in the Mission 
Room. Call Ruth Germscheid 357-6421, 

if you have any questions. 

 

A Baby—A Wonder of God  
 

At first, God alone, created the Universe. Then, as He created man, He 
looked for a way to involve man in His work. As an answer, He chose to 
let man and woman share in the creation of each new life.  Each Baby.  
 

He chose a way so that each person begins on an equal level, even His 
Son was no exception. Each president, doctor, lawyer, saint, leader, 
comes from the same beginning. A Baby.  
 

He chose to place a concrete sign on each marriage to show that 
husband and wife love each other. The Baby.  
 

It belongs to God. He shares His authority with parents. They are to 
provide for it. They are to give it ideals and teachings. They are to ready 
it to live a life that will return glory to God. That Baby.  
 

Babies are noisy, teasing, able to please with the smallest smile, wet, are 
quite often demanding and expensive. Each Baby.  
 

God never tires of this work. He delights in His renewing His 
confidence in the future of the human race, over and over by this great 
wonder. A Baby.  
 

Composed by Fr. Michael Ince, Pastor  
Holy Trinity, Waterville  
St. Andrew, Elysian  

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 • 9 AM - 4 PM 
RiverCentre/State Capitol • St. Paul, MN 

 

Join Minnesota’s bishops, dynamic speakers, and Catholics from 
across the state for a day of inspiration and advocacy at our State 
Capitol. Whether you’re a seasoned political veteran or a 
newcomer to advocacy, you’ll be informed, inspired, and equipped 
to make an impact. 
 

The day will begin with presentations, prayer, and trainings at the 
RiverCentre. After lunch, we will head to the State Capitol to lobby 
lawmakers with our bishops, and will conclude with a powerful 
send-off in the Capitol Rotunda.  

St. Mary’s Thrift Store Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Saturday  10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Contact us at 507-431-4236 
or Mary Jo at 507-665-2784 

 

Southwest Deanery Council of Catholic Women 2017 Spiritual Day 

On Saturday, March 4, Our Lady of the Prairie Church of Belle Plaine will be hosting the Deanery Spiritual Event.  It 
begins at 8:00am and runs to 1:00 pm.  Events of the day include Mass, confession, refreshments, rosary, silent 
auction, speakers and lunch. Registration is required by February 27, and you need to pay the cost of $8.00 when you 
register. To register, please call Patti Germscheid or stop in the office.  Flyers are posted at all the entrances with more 
information. Car pooling will be available.  

 
Mark your calendars for the Spring Hot Dish and Salad Luncheon which is Thursday, March 30.  We will 
again be having a craft and bake sale, so please be thinking about what you can make for the sale. 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER 
 

1 week open:  April 24-28  
 

If you are able to serve or have questions about 
what is involved in volunteering for Meals On 
Wheels, please contact Tara in the Parish Office. 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

Learn more and register at CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org 
or call 651-227-8777 

Lighthouse Catholic Media CD 
of the Week 

“Men and Women are from 
Eden” by Dr. Mary Healy 
 

God’s design for life, love, rela-
tionships, and sex is written into 
our very bodies.  With incredi-
ble clarity, Dr. Mary Healy ex-
plains how the Theology of the 
Body, Pope St. John Paul II’s 

deeply biblical understanding of our Lord’s original 
plan for men and women, is astonishingly good news 
for a culture littered with broken marriages, immorali-
ty, heartache and loneliness. 
 

“What a message of hope and healing for our times!” 
~ Joan – Godfrey, IL  

mailto:pilgrimage@tektonministries.org
http://www.tektonministries.org

