
Have you signed up yet for this dynamic online platform called FORMED which our parish has subscribed to? When 
you sign up for an account, you will have FREE 24/7 access to the best Catholic content on any device, including your computer, 
smartphone or tablet.  Recently, our access to the best selection of Catholic content on the Internet got even better!  They have 
recently expanded the content that it offers.  Now you can have access to full-length programs that cover everything from 
Scripture study, Catechism of the Catholic Faith, spirituality and prayer, Sacraments, and the saints.  Your access also includes 
a dozen full-length movies, dozens of inspiring audio presentations, and almost 20 full-length books.  FORMED continues to 
expand its content regularly to help you continue to grow.  These resources are worth thousands of dollars, and you can access 
them for FREE!   
 

How do I get FORMED? Go to www.FORMED.org.  Scroll down to the section marked “For Individuals” and input our 
unique parish code: 3675db.  Set up a username and password.  Now you are all set to use all the great programs on FORMED 
anytime simply by logging in.  It’s that easy!   

Lenten Regulations 
for Fasting and 
Abstinence 
 

The Church teaches that Catholics in good health are to 
observe the following practices during Lent unless for some 
serious reason they are unable to do so: 
 

Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition, all Catholics 
14 years old and older must abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
 

Fasting as explained by the U.S. bishops means partaking of 
only one full meal and two smaller meals that do not equal the 
main meal. Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not of 
eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. 
 

During Lent please feel free to take advantage 
of any and all of the following offerings: 
 

Extended times for Individual Confessions: 
Saturdays, 3:15-4:20 PM at St. Mary 
Sunday, 7:15-7:50 AM at St. Henry 
 

Lenten Penance Service:   
Sunday, March 26, 6:30-8PM (Several priests 
will be available to hear individual confessions) 
 

Stations of the Cross, with Exposition and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament:   
Fridays of Lent at 7:00 PM 
 

Saturday morning daily Mass:  
For those unable to attend Daily Mass during the week due to 
work or other responsibilities, an additional morning Mass 
will be added on Saturdays at 9:00 AM. (Please note that this 
does not suffice for your weekend obligation.) 

Lent Materials Available 
in Church Entrances 

 

ENCOUNTER LENT 
Join our faith community– 
and nearly 14,000 Catholic 
communities across the 
United States—in a life 
changing Lenten journey of 
encounter with CRS Rice 
Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl in our 
church entrances, and don’t forget to download the 
CRS Rice Bowl app! May these 40 days better 
prepare us to encounter ourselves, our neighbors and 
our God. Learn more at crsricebowl.org/families. 

 
THE WORD AMONG US AND 
FIVE MINUTES WITH THE 
WORD - LENT ISSUES 
Each issue of this magazine includes 

daily meditations based on the Mass readings, full 
Mass readings and prayers from the Liturgy, articles, 
and practical advice on living the Christian life. 
Looking for the daily meditations without the Mass 
readings and articles, then the simpler version, Five 
Minutes With The Word is the one you want. 
 
DEVOTIONALS AND PRAYER BOOKS 
specific to the Lenten season for 
individuals, families, teens, and 
children. Take them home, and 
strive to use them each day 
throughout Lent. These books can 
be found in the church entrances. 
Feel free to browse through the 
selection offered. 

Lenten Study: Interior Freedom by Jacques Philippe 
 

Interior Freedom leads one to discover that even in the most unfavorable outward circumstances we possess within 
ourselves a space of freedom that nobody can take away, because God is its source and guarantee. Without this discovery 
we will always be restricted in some way and will never taste true happiness. 
 

Author Jacques Philippe develops a simple but important theme: we gain possession of our interior freedom in 
exact proportion to our growth in faith, hope, and love. He explains that the dynamism between these three theological virtues 
is the heart of the spiritual life, and he underlines the key role of the virtue of hope in our inner growth. Written in a simple 
and inviting style, Interior Freedom seeks to liberate the heart and mind to live the true freedom to which God calls each one. 
 

Where and Time?  Mondays 8:30AM (Church of Immaculate Conception - Marysburg ) and 6:30PM (St. Mary - Le Center)                               
Dates? March 6, 13, 20, & 27, April 3 & 10 
How to sign up?  Contact Fr. James or the parish office to sign up as soon as you are able. A fee of $10 to cover the 
cost of the book will be charged. 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 MARCH 5, 2017 

 

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. Christopher Shofner, fr.chris@hotmail.com 

 After Hours Emergencies: 612-227-7985 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. James Adams, padrejfa@frontier.com 
  

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 357-4338   Pete Plut 357-6222 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 357-4923   Jim Selly 357-4898 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: Jean Boothby 

 jeanrb@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf       

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky    

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:30 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   8:00 AM (St. Henry) 

   10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

   12:00 PM (St. Mary, in Spanish) 

Monday  No Mass 

Tuesday   5:00 PM 

Wednesday to Friday 9:00 AM  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  3:15-4:20 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   7:15-7:50 AM (St. Henry) 

Or by appointment (contact Fr. Shofner) 

 

Our Eucharistic Adoration chapel is open for individuals to come 

for 5 minutes or an hour and be with Our Lord in the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Our chapel hours are: Tuesday 9:00 AM to Thursday 

9:00 AM (closes during daily Mass and Funeral Masses).   

Christ Healing the Blind 
1570 by El Greco 

 

“It is in the 

struggle to live a 

more holy life 

that we find the 

power and the 

glory of God “ 
 
 

-Father Christopher L  Shofner  



Readings for next Sunday, March 12, 2017 
Genesis 12:1-4a    2 Timothy 1:8b-10 

Matthew 17:1-9 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
These forty days of Lent are a season of repentance, penance and spiritual 
growth, which prepares us to celebrate Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and 
death at His Resurrection.  During Lent, we acknowledge our weakness and 
our need for the Lord to assist us in overcoming our spiritual struggles.  The 
goal we set before us is a pure heart.  But reaching that goal during Lent 
requires focus and discipline.  We often enter into Lent with the best of 
intentions, but after the first week, we can find that our resolve weakens.  
We come face-to-face with the reality of our weakness.   
 
There are certainly ways to make sure our Lent is not wasted.  Sam 
Guzman, author of the “Catholic Gentleman” online blog, gives seven 
practical ways to have a fruitful Lent: 

 Have a plan: Determine what it is that you would like to accomplish (or 
better yet, what God would have you accomplish).  Instead of setting 
vague goals (e.g. “I want to pray more”), be specific.  Don’t be too 
ambitious, however – make it doable.  It’s much better to set a modest 
goal and reach it than to set a goal that is too lofty and fail.   

 Read a good book: The best source of spiritual nourishment during 
Lent and any time of year is the Holy Scriptures.  I encourage a 
prayerful reading of one of the Gospels, along with the Psalms, and 
meditation on God’s Word.  The writings of the saints are a good 
choice as well – our local Catholic bookstores have great selections 
from many saints.  You can visit them online or in person: Holy Cross 
Books in Lakeville (www.holycrossinc.com), Leaflet Missal in 
Minneapolis (www.leafletonline.com), and St. Patrick’s Guild in St. 
Paul (www.stpatricksguild.com).   

 Examine yourself: Take inventory of your soul.  What are your spiritual 
strengths?  What are your spiritual weaknesses?  What keeps you from 
following our Lord completely?  A thorough examination of conscience 
allows us to reflect upon these questions.  Remember that Lent is not 
just about giving up chocolate or TV.  It’s about repentance and 
conversion of our lives.   

 Confess your sins: After a good examination of conscience, going to 
Confession is the next step.  Come before the Lord, sorrowful for your 
sins and falling on His grace to restore your soul.   

 Pray: We all could pray more, certainly more deeply.  Lent is a good 
time to re-evaluate our prayer life and implement a new habit of prayer 
that becomes the norm for the rest of the year.  Whether we focus on 
the amount of time dedicated to prayer, the quality of our prayer life, or 
deepening our prayer with a devotion like the Rosary, the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet or Stations of the Cross, any step we take toward a more 
intimate relationship with God is a step in the right direction. 

 Fast:  Jesus said that there are some demons in our life are so strong 
that prayer alone is not sufficient to overcome—they require both 
prayer and fasting (cf. Matthew 17:21).  When our heart is attached to 
worldly things—be it food, drink, TV or the Internet—it is not attached 
to God and can give the devil a special foothold in our heart.  Fasting is 
a powerful form of self-denial that takes that foothold away.  Fasting 
may mean not eating certain foods, but we may consider fasting from 
technology or other worldly attachments.     

 Give alms: Be generous with others, just as Jesus was generous with us, 
even to the point of giving His life.  We can do this by supporting the 
Church or a charitable organization, perhaps in ways that go further 
than we might during other times of year.   

 
Remember, the goal of Lent is not simply to endure it.  It is to grow in 
holiness through the conquering of our sins.  Do your best this Lent, but 
realize that there may be moments when you falter.  Don’t let that 
discourage you, but let that moment of humility spur you on to keep trying.   
 
God bless, 
Fr. Chris Shofner 
Fr.Chris@hotmail.com 

 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Monday, March 6 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
9:00 AM Opening of Adoration 
5:00 PM Mass Eileen Factor† 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
9:00 AM Mass Lonnie Prososki† 
 

Thursday, March 9 
8:55 AM Closing of Adoration 
9:00 AM Mass Marion Pudwill, Tab Pudwill, Kyle   
                Meyer and Kelly Meyer Paul†††† 
 

Friday, March 10  
9:00 AM Mass Roy Richter† 
 

Saturday, March 11 
11:00 AM Mass Terry and Mame McCabe   
     (Grand Marshals) 

3:15 Confessions 
4:30 PM Mass Dennis Kelly† 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, March 12 

7:15 AM Confessions 
8:00 AM Mass (St. Henry) Ray Fredrickson† 
10:00 AM Mass Milo Vavra† 
12:00 PM Mass (in Spanish) For the Parish 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, March 6 
6:30 PM Lenten Book Study 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
Communion Calls - Patty G. 
1:00 PM Mission Sewing 
6:30 PM-8:00 PM Choir practice 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
5:15-6:30 PM Faith Formation Kindergarten 
5:15-6:30 PM Faith Formation Early Session 
6:45-8:00 PM Faith Formation Late Session 
7:00-8:15 PM Youth Group 
 

Thursday, March 9 
5:00-6:00 PM Hispanic Choir Practice 
7:00 PM Hispanic Bible Study 
 

Friday, March 10 
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 11 
Daylight Saving Time 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, March 12 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10AM Mass 
6-8 PM Choir practice 
6-9 PM Dead Theologians Society (Grades 8-12) 
 (at Nativity Church - Cleveland) 

Faith Formation 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Saturday, March 11, 4:30 PM 
Altar Server   James Wolf 
   Alexis O’Connell 
 

Eucharistic Minister Sue Leary 
   Kathy Schloesser 
 

Lector   Maureen Blaschko 
  

Usher     Tim Blaschko       
   Jim O’Connell 
              Harold Wondra     
   1 Volunteer Needed 
 

Sunday, March 12, 8:00 AM 
Altar Server   Caleb Holicky 
  

Eucharistic Minister Milan Weber 
 

Lector   Madonna Russo 
 

Sunday, March 12, 10:00 AM 

Altar Server   Anthony Fonseca 
   Jameson Fonseca 
   Gabe Robinson 
  

Eucharistic Minister Ruth Germscheid 
   Connie Meyer 
   Dan Meyer 
   Bev Steffen 
 

Lector   Laurie Wohlers 
 

Usher      Aaron Blaschko  
   Paul Factor 
   Pete Plut 
   Tim Widmer 
 
Please contact Gloria gloriagw@frontier.com 
(or call the parish office) by Monday, March 19 
with dates that you are unable to serve for the 
May 1-August 31, 2017 ministry schedule. 
Keep in mind Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Father’s Day, & July 4.  
 

It would be very helpful to all when trying to 
trade or find subs if we had good contact 
information on the schedule. Please check your 
phone number and email address on the 
current schedule and if it isn’t the best way to 
reach you, contact us with a number and email 
address that is and we will make that change 
for the next schedule. Thank you! 

Parish Stewardship 
 

The weekly budget has been adjusted to reflect the updated 
annual budget. 
 

Feb 25-26, 2017  St. Mary  St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget  $   3950.00  $   825.00 
 

Weekly Offering $   3329.50   $ 1030.00 
Plate   $     135.00  $     56.00 
 

TOTAL  $   3464.50           $ 1086.00 
 

Diff. from budget      -$      485.50               +$   261.00 
 
 
 

Building fund         $        175.00     
 

Building fund Campaign: 
Pledges:         $ 258,684.13 
Collected:         $ 204,224.49 
 

Building loan balance as of February 28, 2017:  $ 29,067.88 

Thank you for all the prayers for our Confirmation students! Our  
retreat was very successful with a beautiful Mass, reconciliation, and 
leadership from the NET team. Students – please remember to return 
your retreat reaction paper as well as turning all the Mass note forms, 
service hours, and other paperwork needed for confirmation. 
 

Totus Tuus Summer Program - July 15th-22nd, 2017  
Space is limited! Paid registrations will be honored on a first come, 
first serve basis.  
Grades 1-6 will meet Monday through Fr iday from 9:00am - 2:30pm  
Grades 7-12 will meet Sunday through Thursday from 7:30pm– 
9:45pm  
Registration forms may be found at the church and office entrances. 
 

Faith Formation Board - We are looking for a few new members to 
meet once a month to help guide, plan, and make decisions on the 
activities, curriculum, and scheduling of the various faith formation 
classes and groups. Anyone in the parish who is interested in helping 
with the adult, youth, and children’s Faith Formation should contact 
Jean or the office for more information. 
 

“For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; instead, 
his Spirit fills us with power, love, and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 
 

Jean R. Boothby 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
jeanrb@frontier.com 
941-962-5168  

 

 

Mark your calendars for the 
Spring Hot Dish and Salad 
Luncheon which is 
Thursday, March 30.  We will 
again be having a craft and 

bake sale, so please be thinking about what 
you can make for the sale. 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

St. Mary’s Thrift Store Hours  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Saturday  10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Contact us at 507-431-4236 
or Mary Jo at 507-665-2784 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER 
 

1 week open:  April 24-28  
 

If you are able to serve or have questions about 
what is involved in volunteering for Meals On 
Wheels, please contact Tara in the Parish Office. 



 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice sponsors:  Hope 
A grief support group for women who have experienced the death 

of a loved one. The group is led by widows and offers an 
opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing 

and hope from loss. Drop-ins are welcome.  
 

Tuesdays, 5:15 – 6:15 pm, St John the Baptist Catholic Church 
John Paul II Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, 632 S. Broad St., Mankato 

For more information, please call 507-385-2989 or 
1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989 (toll free). 

 
 

Le Center Community Blood Drive 
Monday, March 6, 2017 from 1-7 PM 

American Legion Hall, Le Center, MN - As a blood donor, you are a 
part of an elite group of community heroes that help save lives. 

Everyday the Red Cross must collect nearly 14,000 donations for 
patients in need. The Red Cross will be making the calls, if you 

don’t receive a call and would like to donate, please call 1-800-733-
2767 or go on-line to redcrossblood.org to make an appointment. 

 
 

Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities 
 Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including 

Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, 
with Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas. They 

accept most health insurance providers for counseling services. 
For those who do not have insurance, there are reduced 

and sliding fee options. 
They provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full 
range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized 

counseling to individuals and families. Their long-distance 
counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, Counseling Services 
651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced 651-647-3126 and for 

Adoption Services 651-647-3103.    
 

 
Area Separated or Divorced Educational/Support Group  

St. Wenceslaus Church Basement, New Prague 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month from 7– 8:30 PM.  

Experience good support as you and your loved ones move through 
this time in your life.  All faiths are welcome.  For more information 
call Deacon Bob Wagner, 952-758-3225 or Mary 952-873-6781. 

 

Tuesday, March 7 & 21 - “Being Attentive to the Signs of 
God’s Presence” 

Tuesday, April 4 & 18 - “Navigate Those Bumpy Roads” 
Tuesday, May 2 & 6 - “Name the Values That Guide Your Heart” 

Tuesday, June 6 & 20 - “God Speaks to Us in Many Ways 
Tuesday, July 18 ONLY - “Power of Faith” 

Tuesday, August 1 & 15 - “Allow God to Step in” 
 
 

“Moving Forward” 
Hope United Grief Group Spring Retreat 

for Loss of Spouse/Significant Other 
March 31, 2017—April 2, 2017  

(Beginning Friday 7PM through Sunday 11AM) 
Interdenominational Retreat - St. Teresa Campus, Winona, MN 
Main Speakers with breakout sessions with facilitators that have 

experienced the loss of a spouse. Keynote Speaker: Corrine 
Kindschy, Widow and Certified Spiritual Director 

For more information contact Marlene Hunt 507-381-1177 or 
marlenehunt53@gmail.com  Facebook—Hope United Grief Group 

Community and Social Events 
 

 

Monday, March 6, April 3 & May 1, 2017 Community 
Meal - Join us the First Monday night of the month at 
6PM at the United Methodist Church, 87 N Cordova Ave, 
Le Center. Everyone in the community is invited to share 
friendship and a meal with us. Transportation will be 
provided if needed - call 357-4375. Free Will offering will 
be accepted. 
 
Fridays During Lent Fish Fry - American Legion Post 
108 Le Center Fish Basket Lunch serving from 11AM-
1PM for $6, All You Can Eat Fish Dinner serving from 
5PM-7:30PM (or until gone), $10 adults and children 
under 12 $6. Dates serving are March 10, 17, 24, 31, 
April 7 & 14. Please Note: March 10th will serve only at 
lunch time, there will not be evening dinner that day. 
 

Friday, March 10, 2017 St. Anne’s Patrons & Alumni 
Fish Fry - 4:30-7:30 PM at St. Anne’s School, 511 North 
4th Street, Le Sueur. Fish, Baked Potato, Coleslaw, 
Green Beans, Bun & Beverage. Adults $12, Children 5-
12 $6, 4 and under free. In case of inclement weather, 
event will be held on March 11. 
 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 “Hat Lady” Salad 
Luncheon - The Lonsdale Immaculate Conception 
Council of Catholic Women will be hosting at the 
Crusader Civic Center (next to the church) starting at 
10AM.  It will feature Anne Jans, who has been collecting 
antique hats, hatboxes, etc. for 24 years, dating from the 
1840’s through the 1960’s.  She will be bringing items for 
display.  Everyone is invited.  Guests are invited to wear/
bring hats and share their story if they wish.  There will 
also be a silent auction and door prizes. Adult tickets are 
$8, Children 12 and under are $4. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling the Parish Office  507-744-2829 M-
F 8am-noon, Shirley  507-744-2728, or Betty 507-744-
2130.  There will be a limited number of tickets sold at 
the door. 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 Men’s Breakfast - Enjoy a pre
-Saint Patrick’s Day Breakfast and bucket raffle from 9-
11:30 am, served by the men of the Church of St. Paul, 
Nicollet. Menu: ham and sausage, scrambled eggs, 
potatoes, and beverage. Adult $8, Children ages 6-12 
$3, 5 and under free. Sunday Mass at 8AM. This is a 
Catholic Order of Foresters Court 812 Matching Grant 
Fundraiser for Religious Education. 
 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 - Village 55/Plus will meet 
at Horizon Place, 510 Commerce Drive in LeCenter.  
We will be having an antique show-and-tell.  Please bring 
an antique and a story to show and tell about.  Bingo, if 
time permits.  Door prizes, lunch and fun for all.   
 

Friday, March 17, 2017 Stephen Hamilton Concert 
Organist - at 7:30PM, Our Lady of Good Counsel, 170 
Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 507-389-4223. 
Suggested admission at the door: $10 General/$5 
Seniors and Students. 
 

Every Tuesday Night through April is Bingo Fun 
Night - KC Hall, New Prague at 7PM. Dinner and 
refreshments available. Smoke free environment. 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

 

Church Cleaning -  Kim Brockway and Shelly Frederickson 
are scheduled to clean the church by March 12, 2017. 

St. Henry News 

Each hour you spend with Jesus will DEEPEN HIS DIVINE PEACE within your heart. “Come to Me all of you who 
are weary and find life burdensome and I will refresh you.” “Cast all of your anxieties upon the Lord, 

who cares for you.” (MT 11:28; 1 Pt 5:7) 
 

 Everyone is invited to stop in at anytime and talk with Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. Prayerfully consider 
whether the Lord is calling you to spend an hour with Him each week. Any hour is open for an additional adorer. 
If you have any questions or would like to sign up for an hour, please contact Gloria 357-6939 or Joyce 357-4410. 

Catholic Services Appeal puts faith into action for ‘least of these’ 

From Bishop Andrew Cozzens 

Last fall I was able to join several other priests in hearing confessions for more than 100 college students who 
were on retreat from the University of Minnesota Newman Center at St. Lawrence. Recently, Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda celebrated the sacrament of confirmation for three inmates at Lino Lakes state prison. In 
October, I led eucharistic adoration for more than 1,200 high school students at Archdiocesan Youth Day. More 
than 30,000 Latinos attended services for the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in our parishes this year. Our two 
priests at the archdiocesan mission in Venezuela brought the sacraments and the love of Jesus to one of the 
poorest places in the world in their parish, which numbers 65,000 faithful. The Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis was ranked fifth in the country the last three years for the number of priests ordained, as we 
ordained 26 new priests in the last three years and will ordain 10 more in May. 

What do all these facts have in common? They were all made possible by the Catholic Services Appeal. 

Please prayerfully consider your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal. Thank you for your continued generosity!  
For more information, visit the CSAF’s website at www.csafspm.org. For your convenience we have placed in 
the church entrances a CSAF flyer and envelope. Again this year, if we reach our goal, we will receive back 
25% of all funds collected. 
 

Our parish goals this year:                                         Current total contributions: 
St. Mary  $ 12,117      St. Henry  $  2,382                 St. Mary  $  6,920 (57.1%)   St. Henry  $  1,940 (81.4%) 

St. Mary-St. Henry Youth Group 
meets Wednesday, March 8 from 7:00-

8:15PM at the home of 
Randy & Stacy Hunt. 

This group meets 
monthly on a 

Wednesday evening to 
foster friendship and 

faith in a fun and Christ-
like atmosphere. We 

play games, enjoy one 
another’s company, 

pray, and talk about how 
our faith intersects our 

life. Snacks are 
provided. 

DTS (The Dead Theologians 
Society) went pretty well on 
February 12 in Le Center with 
about 12 youth from around that 
neighborhood. Thank you for your 
prayers. For now, we continue to 
plan on gathering the youth from all 
four parishes in our care the 

second Sunday of the month from 6-9pm. Thanks to those who have shown 
interest and have helped out by either providing a meal or offering time in 
adoration during the evening. Anyone else that wants to help, let me 
know.  We have had some commit to providing the meals...but would like to 
get the remaining months covered.  We really want to get people to come and 
pray in adoration so that we can bear as much fruit as God wants. Please 
pray for all our youth and their families. 8-12th graders, mark your 
calendars for March 12 from 6-9 PM. We will be meeting at Nativity 
Church in Cleveland this month. God bless you all--Fr James Adams 

Youth in Grades 8-12:  Recently, you received information for the Steubenville Conference to take 
place in July.  I regret to inform you that the conference sold out before we had a chance to register our 
youth.  I apologize for the circumstances.  
 

I encourage you to take advantage of our exciting opportunity to celebrate the faith this summer known 
as TOTUS TUUS. A group of four college-age Catholics are coming to our parish July 15-22 and will 
present the faith in a unique way, with energetic presentations, fun games, prayer and worship.  It’s a bit 
like Vacation Bible School for older youth.  This is a phenomenal program that only a handful of parishes 
in our Archdiocese are able to take advantage of each year.  We are blessed to have this opportunity 
this year.  Please consider attending.   
 

Grades 7-12 will meet 7:30-9:45 pm each evening, Sunday-Thursday, July 16-20.  Opportunities are also available 
for high school youth to assist with the day program that focuses on our grade-school youth.  More information and 
registration forms can be found at the parish entrances.  Any questions, please contact Jean Boothby at the parish office.   

Youth Activities 



Sacramental Life 

Marriage Banns  
Samantha Jo Collins & Wesley Gene Hoelscher 

 

Baptism Classes  
If you are interested in having your child baptized, 
please contact Father Chris at the Parish Office to 
reserve your spot and to schedule a Baptism class.  
This 1 1/2 hour-long class is required for the parents 
and godparents of the child to be baptized. 
 

Please note that due to the Lenten Season the next 
scheduled date for baptism will take place after 
Easter on April 30, 2017.  
 

Please Note:  A requirement for Baptism is a copy 
of the child’s birth certificate. 
 

Sacramental Information 

Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent). 
Contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish & English. 

Marriage - contact Fr. Chris at least 6 months in 
advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat 
as well as marriage preparation classes with Fr. Chris.   

Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8 & 9.  
For adult confirmation - contact Fr. Chris. 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the 
Parish once each year in the spring. For private 
anointing, contact Fr. Chris. 

Communion calls for ill or homebound - please 
contact the Parish Center. 

Please Pray For 
 

Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other. The 
following have asked for your prayers:  
 

Marvin Willette  
 

All residents at Central Health Care, Mala Strana, 
Benedictine, Traditions, Villages, Three Links, 
Horizon Place, Beacon. Some people have requested to 
not have their name included on this list. We respect their 
wishes and ask that you pray for all who are ill. 
 
*Our prayer list will be updated regularly. When you submit 
a name of a loved one for prayer, their name will remain on 
the prayer list for SIX WEEKS. If you no longer see your 
loved ones name and would like the parish community to 
continue to pray for this individual, please call the parish 
office with your prayer request and their name will again be 
placed on our prayer list for another six weeks.  

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
November 6-17, 2017 

 

~ Visit the holy sites and walk 
where Jesus walked ~ 

With Roy Schoeman, popular speaker, 
writer, and guest on EWTN 

 Fr. Patrick Barnes (St. Nicholas, Elko Market)  
Fr. Chris Shofner (St. Mary & St. Henry, 

Nativity & Immaculate Conception) 
$3620.00 per person/double occupancy + taxes/surcharges, 

meals and personal expenses 
For more information, contact Tekton Ministries, 

9924 Cedar Ridge Drive, Carmel, IN  46032 
Phone: 317-574-4191 or Toll-free: 866-905-3787 

Email: pilgrimage@tektonministries.org 
Register online at: www.tektonministries.org 

 

“God’s Love, Our Response” 
A Quiet Day of Prayer and Reflection 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017    Offered by Jackie Cesario 
Holy Spirit Retreat Center in Janesville, MN 

9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
$50.00 includes materials, lunch and snacks 

Lunch provided by Frangino’s Bistro 
For more information or to register 

call Jackie at 507-625-2395 
Deadline for registration is March 17, 2017 

 

Meet the Catholic Sisters of Minnesota: 
Catholic Sisters Week Trolley Tour 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 St. Paul, MN 

The tour will include music and conversation, and they will be 
collecting personal hygiene donations for the Dorothy Day Center. 

The tour will begin with the 10:30AM Mass and a blessing at Lumen 
Christi Catholic Community in St. Paul. From Lumen Christi, they will 
board the trolley, which will make stops throughout Minneapolis and St. 

Paul, including: Ascension Church, Assumption Church, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Mickey’s Diner, Dorothy Day Center, and the Basilica.  
For more information about the tour, please visit: http://bit.ly/ssnd-

trolley-tour-2017 or contact Sister Mary Kay Brooks, SSND, 
mbrooks@ssnd.org. 

Spiritual Enrichment and Education Opportunities 

New Members Are Encouraged to Join St. Mary’s Choir 
 

St. Mary’s Choir is now preparing music for Lent and Easter. New members are always welcome to join us at anytime! 

 The choir is family friendly with lots of room for your family members to join you in the choir loft during Masses.  

 Don’t know what to do for Lent? Instead of giving up something. . . why not join the choir and put in a little extra time praising our 
Lord twice in song?  

 Are you between the ages of 12-99? Then this is the choir for you! 

 Do you need to read music ? – NO! 

 Do you need  a sense of humor? – It helps! You’ll understand why after you’ve been around us awhile . 

 Are you a shower singer? Never sang with a group before, but like singing Karaoke?  

Then give choir a try! 
 

You are asked to make as many practices as possible. We try to meet every Sunday at 9:30AM before Mass to practice new pieces.  
Additional practice times are as follows:  
 Tuesday, March 7  6:30-8:00 pm practice  Tuesday, March 28  6:30-8:00 pm practice  
 Sunday, March 12  6:00-8:00 pm practice  Sunday, April 2  6:-00-8:00 pm practice 
 Sunday, March19  6:00-8:00 pm practice         Tuesday, April 11  6:30-8:00 pm practice 

 

Mission Sewing - Anyone interested in 
helping with tying mission quilts is welcome 
any Tuesday afternoon at 1PM in the Mission 

Room. Call Ruth Germscheid 357-6421, if 
you have any questions or would like to 

donate material, time or talent. 

 

Paralyzed NYPD Cop: Witness to Life, Forgiveness, Hope  
 

One of the three bullets that hit 29-year-old Officer Steven McDonald of 
the NYPD during a robbery in 1986 pierced his spinal cord, leaving him 
clinging to life. Our LORD, however, had plans for Steven’s future. 
Unable to lift a finger or eat apart from tube feedings, McDonald lived 
for 30 more years as a quadriplegic on a respirator. He forgave his 
assailant and never gave in to self-pity. McDonald’s wife Patti Ann, 8 
months pregnant with their son Connor, spoke to the media a week after 
his accident. She said she would trust God to do what was best for their 
family.  
 

The McDonald family was a close friend of then New York Cardinal 
John O’Connor. The Cardinal said Mass in their hospital room and later 
encouraged Steven to open his heart to the grace to forgive his assailant. 
On the occasion of his son’s baptism, Office McDonald publicly 
forgave Shavod Jones and asked for prayers for the young man.  
 

Following his recovery, Steven spoke to many different groups, from 
school students and confirmation classes to those in jail and rehab 
centers. He often said that what happened to him was God’s will and 
that he was meant to be a messenger of peace, forgiveness and 
reconciliation in the world. “There’s a purpose and a plan for us being 
here, and that plan is love.”  
 

Source: National Catholic Register, February 5-18, 2017, Section C  

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 • 9 AM - 4 PM 
RiverCentre/State Capitol • St. Paul, MN 

 

Join Minnesota’s bishops, dynamic speakers, and Catholics from 
across the state for a day of inspiration and advocacy at our State 
Capitol. Whether you’re a seasoned political veteran or a 
newcomer to advocacy, you’ll be informed, inspired, and equipped 
to make an impact. 
 

The day will begin with presentations, prayer, and trainings at the 
RiverCentre. After lunch, we will head to the State Capitol to lobby 
lawmakers with our bishops, and will conclude with a powerful 
send-off in the Capitol Rotunda.  

Learn more and register at CatholicsAtTheCapitol.org 
or call 651-227-8777 

Lighthouse Catholic Media CD 
of the Week 

“The 3 Stages of the Interior 
Life” by Matthew Leonard 
 

Join Matthew Leonard as he 
walks through the three stages of 
the spiritual life, helping you pro-
gress toward union with God and 
enter the interior castle written 
about by St. Teresa of Avila.  
With humor and concrete examples, this presentation 
is sure to aid you in your journey to becoming a saint. 
 

“A clear and in-depth explanation of ‘the purgative, 
illuminative, and unitive ways’, and abandonment to 
the will of God” ~ Fr. Rich Simon – St. Lambert’s, 
Skokie, IL  

2017 Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign 

This March we are joining with other faith communities, as well as food shelves, 
businesses and organizations across Minnesota in the movement to end hunger. For 
35 years the March Campaign has, with your help, restocked local food shelves. 
Please bring nonperishable food or monetary donations to worship service during the 
month of March so together we can strive to #ENDHUNGER. 
 
Did you know hunger in still a problem in Minnesota? 
 

 1 in 10 Minnesota families experiences food insecurity. 

 In 2015 there were over 3.2 million food shelf visits in Minnesota, half of which were made by children and seniors. 

 Last year the March Campaign raised more than 5.2 million pounds of food and $7.9 million for food shelves around 
the state. 

 100% of contributions go towards hunger relief. 

 Your local food shelf can make each dollar donated stretch further through their access to low-cost products. 
 

“You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed. Then your light will dispel the darkness . . .” 
 

-Isaiah 58:10 
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