
 

ENCOUNTER LENT WITH CRS RICE BOWL 
Join our faith community– and nearly 14,000 
Catholic communities across the United States—in a 
life changing Lenten 
journey of encounter 
with CRS Rice Bowl. 
Pick up your family’s 
CRS Rice Bowl in our 
church entrances, and 
don’t forget to download 
the CRS Rice Bowl app! 
May these 40 days better prepare us to encounter 
ourselves, our neighbors and our God. Learn more at 
crsricebowl.org/families. 

 
Join Dynamic Catholic for 
Best Lent Ever, a FREE 
email program designed to 
help you have a life-
changing Lent. 
You’ll get … 

 
 
 

 
 

Based on Matthew Kelly’s latest book, Resisting 
Happiness, this year’s program will help you identify what 
stands between you and happiness . . . And what to do 
about it. Are you ready for your best Lent ever? 

Lenten Regulations for 
Fasting and Abstinence 

 

The Church teaches that Catholics 
in good health are to observe the following practices during 
Lent unless for some serious reason they are unable to do so: 
 

Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition, all Catholics 
14 years old and older must abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
 

Fasting as explained by the U.S. bishops means partaking of 
only one full meal and two smaller meals that do not equal the 
main meal. Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not of 
eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. 
 

During Lent please feel free to take advantage of any 
and all of the following offerings: 
 

Extended times for Individual Confessions: 
Saturdays, 3:15-4:20 PM at St. Mary 
Sunday, 7:15-7:50 AM at St. Henry 
 

Stations of the Cross, with Exposition and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament:   
Fridays of Lent at 7:00 PM - The Stations 
of the Cross is a Lenten devotion that offers 
witness to Jesus’ Passion and Death. At 
each station we use our senses and our 
imagination to reflect prayerfully upon 
Jesus’ suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to simply 
experience the visual images to reflect on Christ’s love for us. 
 

Saturday morning daily Mass:  
For those unable to attend Daily Mass during the week due to 
work or other responsibilities, an additional morning Mass 
will be added on Saturdays at 9:00 AM. (Please note that this 
does not suffice for your weekend obligation.) 

Lenten Study: Interior Freedom by Jacques  

Interior Freedom leads one to discover that even in the most unfavorable outward circumstances we possess within 
ourselves a space of freedom that nobody can take away, because God is its source and guarantee. Without this 
discovery we will always be restricted in some way and will never taste true happiness. 
 

Author Jacques Philippe develops a simple but important theme: we gain possession of our interior freedom in 
exact proportion to our growth in faith, hope, and love. He explains that the dynamism between these three 
theological virtues is the heart of the spiritual life, and he underlines the key role of the virtue of hope in our 
inner growth. Written in a simple and inviting style, Interior Freedom seeks to liberate the heart and mind to live 
the true freedom to which God calls each one. 
 

Where and Time?  Mondays 8:30AM (Church of Immaculate Conception - Marysburg ) and 6:30PM (St. Mary - Le Center)                                             
Dates? March 20 & 27, April 3 & 10                  7:30PM (in Spanish) 
 

If you are unable to attend the Lenten Study, but would like to purchase a book to work on at home, we have a few extra 
copies in the office you may purchase for $10 each. 

Lenten Penance Service:   

Sunday, March 26, 6:30-8PM 
(Several priests will be available to hear 
individual confessions) 
 

The service will start with an opening 
prayer, continue with time for your 
personal examination of conscience, 
private confessions, and closing with a 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

Have you signed up yet for this dynamic 
online platform called FORMED which our 
parish has subscribed to? When you sign 
up for an account, you will have FREE 24/7 
access to the best Catholic content on any 
device, including your computer, smartphone 
or tablet.  How do I get FORMED? Go to 
www.FORMED.org.  Scroll down to the 
section marked “For Individuals” and input our 
unique parish code: 3675db.  Set up a 
username and password.  Now you are all set 
to use all the great programs on FORMED 
anytime simply by logging in. It’s that easy!   

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 MARCH 19, 2017 

 

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. Christopher Shofner, fr.chris@hotmail.com 

 After Hours Emergencies: 612-227-7985 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. James Adams, padrejfa@frontier.com 
  

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 357-4338   Pete Plut 357-6222 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 357-4923   Jim Selly 357-4898 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: Jean Boothby 

 jeanrb@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf       

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky    

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday  4:30 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   8:00 AM (St. Henry) 

   10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

   12:00 PM (St. Mary, in Spanish) 

Monday  No Mass 

Tuesday   5:00 PM 

Wednesday to Friday 9:00 AM  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday  3:15-4:20 PM (St. Mary) 

Sunday   7:15-7:50 AM (St. Henry) 

Or by appointment (contact Fr. Shofner) 

 

Our Eucharistic Adoration chapel is open for individuals to come 

for 5 minutes or an hour and be with Our Lord in the Blessed 

Sacrament.  Our chapel hours are: Tuesday 9:00 AM to Thursday 

9:00 AM (closes during daily Mass and Funeral Masses).   St Joseph & Jesus 
Bartolome Gonzalez y Serrano  

- Spanish Painter, 1564-1627 
 

“His is a silence permeated 

by contemplation of the 

mystery of God, in an 

attitude of total availability 

to his divine wishes. Let us 

allow ourselves to be 

“infected” by the silence of 

St. Joseph!  We have much 

need of it in a world which 

is often too noisy, which 

does not encourage 

reflection and listening to 

the voice of God.”  
 

(Pope Benedict XVI, December 18, 2005) 



Readings for next Sunday, March 26, 2017 
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a    Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
DISCOURAGEMENT IS NOT FROM GOD!!! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord! 
 

Saint Paul says this weekend "Hope does not disappoint". This is a great 
theme of our book Interior Freedom (by Jacques Philippe) that all four 
parishes are reading in our Monday book study. Talk about good news! I 
told the group on Monday that one day when I walked into a party 
smiling, my old teacher told me he could think of 100 reasons to wipe 
the smile off my face. Years later I keep thinking to myself that I can 
think of 1000 reasons to put it right back on! When you and I open up 
our lives to Jesus Christ and receive his love and grace and friendship, 
"nothing can separate us"!!! This is the divine promise from Romans 
chapter 8.  It is not just positive thinking. The gift of faith, hope and love 
are very real and come to us in baptism and keep growing through a 
daily, authentic conversation (and Sacramental life) with our Lord. 
 

In the seminary one of our spiritual directors had to keep reminding us 
almost daily that discouragement never comes from God. However, it 
seems like the thing to do when we have a bad day. Often when 
something goes wrong, everything seems wrong.  But we have to get 
ready for this if we are Christians.  Jesus kept preparing his disciples 
saying over and over that he will suffer, die and rise! When we are in a 
relationship with him, we too suffer, die and rise with him! But we can't 
get surprised or discouraged about suffering and dying first. Hope does 
not disappoint! It sounds nice in a bulletin article doesn't it?! But I 
promise you, God loves you and wants this good news to be real in your 
life! He wants you to have a wonderful, fulfilling and exciting life even 
in the midst of temptation to discouragement! 
 

How is that possible? The simple answer is to become a saint. And for 
that to happen, we need God to do the heavy lifting. And so we let him 
in a daily prayer life where we give him permission to be with us and 
love us. Then we let him challenge us like the best coach, mother, father, 
pastor or teacher. He loves us too much to just let us stay where we are!  
No, he's right with us rooting us on as we run the race of life. It says "do 
not be afraid" 365 times in the Bible. That is one time for every day… 
Meaning God wants to tell us loud and clear every day DO NOT BE 
AFRAID!!! Do not be afraid to put God first in your life!! Do not be 
afraid to fall head over heels in love with him and let him take control of 
your life! Then discouragement has no place inside us. Hope never 
disappoints! And we hope in God! 
 

Peace and blessing upon all! 
Fr. James Adams   
padrejfa@frontier.com 

 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

Monday, March 20 
 

Tuesday, March 21 
9:00 AM Opening of Adoration 
5:00 PM Mass Living & Deceased of Felix & Evelyn  
                Lang family 
 

Wednesday, March 22 
9:00 AM Mass Sylvia Schloegel† 
 

Thursday, March 23 
8:55 AM Closing of Adoration 
9:00 AM Mass Living & Deceased of Pat Smith and 
   Lloyd Sandberg families 
 

Friday, March 24  
9:00 AM Mass Hilary Stocker† 
 

Saturday, March 25 
9:00 AM Mass Richard & Delores Wieland†† 

3:15 Confessions 
4:30 PM Mass Betty Blaschko† 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, March 26 

7:15 AM Confessions 
8:00 AM Mass (St. Henry) Don Doheny† 
10:00 AM Mass Living and Deceased of Angela &  
     Henry Simon family 
12:00 PM Mass (in Spanish) For the Parish 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, March 20 
6:30 PM Lenten Book Study 
7:30 PM Lenten Book Study (in Spanish) 
 

Tuesday, March 21 
Communion Calls - Milan W. 
1:00 PM Mission Sewing 
6:30 PM St. Henry Altar Society Meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 22 
5:15-6:30 PM Faith Formation Early Session 
6:45-8:00 PM Faith Formation Late Session 
Confessions during class for students 
 

Thursday, March 23 
5:00-6:00 PM Hispanic Choir Practice 
7:00 PM Hispanic Bible Study 
 

Friday, March 24 
PM Wedding Practice 
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 25 
1:30 PM Wedding in Church 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT, March 26 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10AM Mass 
6:30 PM Lenten Penance Service  

 

Mark your calendars! 
 

Spring Hot Dish 
and Salad Luncheon 
 Thursday, March 30, 2017 
from 11:00 AM—12:30 PM. 

Adults $7, Children $1. 
 

We will again be having a craft and bake sale, so please be 
thinking about what you can make for the sale. 
 
The ACCW Convention is April 21 and 22 at the Church of St. 
Odilia in Shoreview. You can register for both days or one day. If 
you register before April 12, the fee is $35 per day.  St. Mary's 
CCW will reimburse the registration fee to anyone 
attending.  Flyers with more information are available by the 
church office and at each entrance door. 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

Faith Formation 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Saturday, March 25, 4:30 PM 
Altar Server   Ethan Gibeau 
 

Eucharistic Minister Gene Holicky 
   Sue Leary 
   Darcy Schloesser 
   Kathy Schloesser 
 

Lector   Jean Cemensky-Mohr 
  

Usher     Tim Blaschko  
   Dick Bradshaw      
   Jack Von Bank 
              Harold Wondra     
 

Sunday, March 26, 8:00 AM 
Altar Server   Noah Holicky 
  

Eucharistic Minister Mike Boettcher 
   Joan Traxler 
   Cindy Widmer 
 

Lector   Jim Selly 
 

Sunday, March 26, 10:00 AM 

Altar Server   Kaylee Harkins 
   Kaitlyn Lang 
   Samantha Lang 
  

Eucharistic Minister Angela Christian 
   Brent Christian 
   Peggy Cooney 
   Bea Grof 
   Sharon Miller 
   Jennifer Weiers 
 

Lector   Jo Blaschko 
 

Usher      Paul Factor 
   Pete Plut 
   Jeremy Weiers 
   Tim Widmer 
 

It would be very helpful to all when trying to 
trade or find subs if we had correct contact 
information on the schedule. Please check your 
phone number and email address on the 
current schedule and if it isn’t the best way to 
reach you, contact us with a number and email 
address that is and we will make that change 
for the next schedule. Thank you! Parish Stewardship 

 

 

March 4-5, 2017  St. Mary  St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget  $   3950.00  $   825.00 
 

Weekly Offering $   7594.55   $   480.00 
Plate   $     252.00  $     79.00 
 

TOTAL  $   7846.55           $   559.00 
 

Diff. from budget     +$    3896.55                -$    266.00 
 
 
 

Building fund         $        420.00     
 

Building fund Campaign: 
Pledges:         $ 258,684.13 
Collected:         $ 206,365.49 
 

Building loan balance as of February 28, 2017:  $ 29,067.88 

Totus Tuus Summer Program - July 16th-22nd, 2017 
 

This Catholic Youth program is dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting the faith through catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness, 
and worship. Four college students will join us in a week of teaching 
the faith and inspiring the young  through the Eucharist, Marian 
devotion, catechetical instruction, vocational discernment, and FUN! 
Grades 1-6 will meet Monday through Friday from 9am-2:30pm 
Grades 7-12 will meet Sun through Thurs from 7:30pm– 9:45pm  
More information and registration forms may be found at the church 
and office entrances.  
We will be looking for parishioner volunteers to host the team that is 
coming to implement this program.  Two men and two women will 
need to be housed separately in 2 homes that have no children 
under the age of 18. These host families will provide sleeping 
arrangements, a morning continental breakfast, and possibly snacks. 
Teams will arrive Saturday afternoon and depart the following 
Saturday morning. Other families may host the team for supper 
Sunday – Tuesday evenings between sessions. 
We will also need volunteers to: help serve beverages, snacks, and 
lunch; assist in the classrooms; assist with a potluck Weds. evening; 
and donate snacks and drinks. Please contact Jean if you are interested. 
 

VBS: All Things Bright and Beautiful – Preschool Summer Program  
 

Sunday, July 30 - Thursday, Aug. 3 from 5:30 pm – 7:30pm. (Snacks 
will be served.) 
Children ages 3 years old - entering Kindergarten will celebrate 
God’s creations during this fun-filled week of Bible stories, music, 
games, and activities. Registration forms may be found at the church 
and office entrances. Parishioner volunteers are needed for set up 
the week prior; preparing and serving snack; and activity leaders and 
assistants. Please contact Jean, if you are interested. 
 
Reconciliation will be offered to the students in Faith Formation 
classes on March 22

nd
. If your older children would like to attend 

reconciliation with their younger siblings during the early session, 
please let me know. Regular classes will be held also this night. 
 
“Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18 
 
Jean R. Boothby 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
jeanrb@frontier.com 
941-962-5168 

 

Next weekend is Global Solidarity Sunday in 
our archdiocese. The 
theme is “…I was blind 
and now I see.” This is a 
unique opportunity to 
share the light of the Lord 

in solidarity with your brothers and sisters overseas.  
We are invited to offer gifts of support by contributing 
to this collection for four global initiatives designated 
by the U.S. Catholic Bishops. Please be as generous 
as you are able and support your brothers and 
sisters overseas. For your convenience we included 
an envelope in last weekend’s bulletin. Envelopes 
can also be found in the church entrances. Please 
drop your envelope in the collection basket or bring 
to the parish office. Thank you! 

mailto:jeanrb@frontier.com


St. Joseph: A personal testimony on his power and example 
 

St. Joseph is a saint and father figure to us all. He was a very good 
example of what a Dad should be. Having lost my children’s father, I 
learned that no one can take the place of the role of a father in a 
family. I tried to be both Mom and Dad to my children, but found 
out very soon that it was not possible. The father is the head of the 
family. He has to be the provider, counselor, decision maker and 
disciplinarian. On March 20th, we will honor St. Joseph, the husband 
of our heavenly Mother Mary and foster father of Jesus. We should 
all learn from his holy example. Let us pray to St. Joseph for all 
fathers. ~ by Harriet Schmidt  
 

(Harriet is the mother of 12 children, 34 grandchildren and 59 great-
grandchildren. She has been a member of our Pro-Life Team for 
several years. Recently she took a fall and is recuperating at her 
daughter’s home in Jordan. She welcomes cards and calls. Box 96 
Jordan, MN 55352; cell: 952-999-2808) 

 
Prayer to St. Joseph  
 

St. Joseph, great protector who stands 
before the throne of God, I rest my 
hope in your intercession. May I gain 
the blessings of Your Son so that I 
may give more perfect thanks to our 
most loving Father. St. Joseph, I see 
the Christ child asleep in your arms. I 
dare not approach Him while He 
sleeps near your heart. When I draw 
my dying breath, hug Him and kiss His 
fine head for me. St. Joseph, patron of 
departing souls, PRAY FOR US. (This 
prayer is over 1900 years old.)  

Are you new to the Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry? We are glad that you are with us!  All you 
need to do to register is to stop in or call the parish office during office hours. We will be happy to 
help you. The registration form takes only a couple minutes to fill out. For your convenience these 
forms can be found in the church entrances and on our web page at www.stmarysthenry.org. For 
those of you that are registered and know of someone who is looking for a parish family, be an 
evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join. We welcome our recently registered parishioners 
and look forward to getting to know you better. We ask all our parishioners that if you see someone at 
Mass that you do not know, do take the time to greet them and introduce yourself to them.   

Each hour you spend with Jesus on earth will leave 
your soul EVERLASTINGLY MORE 

BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS in heaven. 
“They who humble themselves shall 
be exalted . . .” “All of us, gazing 
on the Lord’s glory with unveiled 
faces, are being transformed from 

glory to glory into His very 
image.” (Luke 18:14; 2 Cor 3:18) 

 
 Everyone is invited to stop in at 

anytime and spend time with Jesus present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Prayerfully consider whether 
the Lord is calling you to spend an hour with Him 

each week. If you have any questions or would like 
to sign up for an hour, please contact Gloria 357-

6939 or Joyce 357-4410. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team Lighthouse Catholic Media CD 
of the Week 

“How to Talk about Same-Sex Marriage” 
by Trent Horn 
 

Catholic apologist Trent Horn 
carefully considers same-sex 
marriage and provides an in-
depth discussion that addresses 
the misconceptions held by 
many in our society today.  
This examination of what 
marriage really is, and what it is 
not, provides a truly gracious and persuasive response 
to the debate surrounding this important topic. 
 

“Trent Horn perfectly illustrates the Catholic position 
regarding marriage and how best to defend it” ~ Phil 
– Fort Washington, PA 

2017 Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign 
 

This March we are joining with other faith communities, as well as food shelves, businesses 
and organizations across Minnesota in the movement to end hunger. For 35 years the 
March Campaign has, with your help, restocked local food shelves. Please bring 
nonperishable food or monetary donations to worship service during the month of March so 
together we can strive to #ENDHUNGER. 
 

Did you know hunger in still a problem in Minnesota? 
 

 1 in 10 Minnesota families experiences food insecurity. 

 In 2015 there were over 3.2 million food shelf visits in Minnesota, half of which were made by children and seniors. 

 Last year the March Campaign raised more than 5.2 million pounds of food and $7.9 million for food shelves around the 
state. 

 100% of contributions go towards hunger relief. 

 Your local food shelf can make each dollar donated stretch further through their access to low-cost products. 
 

“You must actively help the hungry and feed the oppressed. Then your light will dispel the darkness . . .”-Isaiah 58:10 

Catholic Services Appeal puts faith into action for ‘least of these’ 

If you have not yet given your gift in support of the 17 Collective Ministries of this Archdiocese to the Catholic 
Services Appeal, please prayerfully consider God’s gifts in your life and consider making a pledge.  
 

Every gift is important; we can see in the example of the poor widow that, while only able to give two small coins, 
she gives what she can. Jesus’ response to this is, “I tell you truly, this poor widow put in more than all the 
rest” (Lk 21:1-4). If we have faith, God can do great things with the little we are able to give. Just think of the 
miracle of the multiplication of the loaves; with just the two fish and five loaves, Jesus fed over 5,000 people. 
What could God do with your gift?  
 

Please prayerfully consider your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal. Thank you for your continued generosity!  
For more information, visit the CSAF’s website at www.csafspm.org. For your convenience we have placed in the 
church entrances a CSAF flyer and envelope. Again this year, if we reach our goal, we will receive back 25% of all 
funds collected. 
 

Our parish goals this year:                                         Current total contributions: 
St. Mary  $ 12,117      St. Henry  $  2,382                 St. Mary  $  8,032 (66.3%)   St. Henry  $  2,465 (103.5%) 

 

Church Cleaning -  Mary Lynn Genelin-Sycks and Shelly Genelin are scheduled to clean the church by March 26, 2017. 
 
 

St. Henry Altar Society Meeting - March 21, 2017 at 6:30 PM - St. Henry Hall 

St. Henry News 

St. Mary-St. Henry 
Youth Group meets 

Wednesday, April 5 from 
7:00-8:15PM at the home 
of Randy & Stacy Hunt.  
This group meets monthly 

on a Wednesday evening to 
foster friendship and faith in 

a fun and Christ-like 
atmosphere. We play 

games, enjoy one another’s 
company, pray, and talk about how our 

faith intersects our life. 
Snacks are provided. 

Dead Theologians Society - We apologize to all 
for the need to cancel our March 12 meeting. It 
was the most prudent decision in respect to the 
amount of snow we received and our concern to 
keep the kids safe. We will continue with our 
schedule, so we will be meeting on Sunday, 

April 9 at the Church of St. Mary from 6-9PM and then May 14 in Cleveland. 
Dead Theologians Society is a Catholic apostolate for 8-12th graders. We start 
with a game/sport/fun. Then we have a teaching on a saint that is related to a 
teen's life. Next we eat a meal. Finally we close with night prayer and 
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Thank you to those who have shown 
interest and have helped out by either providing a meal or offering time in adoration 
during the evening. Anyone else that wants to help, let me know. We really 
want to get people to come and pray in adoration during the evening so that we 
can bear as much fruit as God wants. God bless you all--Fr James Adams 

Youth Activities 

I encourage you to take advantage of our exciting opportunity to celebrate the faith this summer 
known as TOTUS TUUS. A group of four college-age Catholics are coming to our parish July 15-22 
and will present the faith in a unique way, with energetic presentations, fun games, prayer and 
worship.  It’s a bit like Vacation Bible School for older youth.  This is a phenomenal program that only 
a handful of parishes in our Archdiocese are able to take advantage of each year.  We are blessed to 
have this opportunity this year.  Please consider attending.   
 

Grades 7-12 will meet 7:30-9:45 pm each evening, Sunday-Thursday, July 16-20.  Opportunities 
are also available for high school youth to assist with the day program that focuses on our grade-
school youth.  More information and registration forms can be found at the parish entrances.  Any 
questions, please contact Jean Boothby at the parish office.   

Loyola Catholic School, Mankato 
 

Enrollment information for the 2017-18 school year is available for Preschool to Grade 12. For details, visit the LCS 
website at http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org/ and click on “Re-Enrollment Information for 2017-18” on the right side 
of the page.  Questions? Please call 507-388-0600.  
 

Open House for Preschool to Grade 12: Tuesday, March 14, 5:30-7:30 pm each night.  
145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato.  Kindergarten Roundup will take place on Tuesday, 
March 14 from 6:00-7:30 pm during the Open House.  Family Tours and Student Shadow 
Days can be scheduled at your convenience.  Call 507-388-0600 for more information.   



Sacramental Life 

Marriage Banns  
Samantha Jo Collins & Wesley Gene Hoelscher 

 

Baptism Classes  
If you are interested in having your child baptized, 
please contact Father Chris at the Parish Office to 
reserve your spot and to schedule a Baptism class.  
This 1 1/2 hour-long class is required for the parents 
and godparents of the child to be baptized. 
 

Please note that due to the Lenten Season the next 
scheduled date for baptism will take place after 
Easter on April 30, 2017.  
 

Please Note:  A requirement for Baptism is a copy 
of the child’s birth certificate. 
 

Sacramental Information 

Baptism - offered once each month (except during Lent). 
Contact Fr. Chris for baptism in Spanish & English. 

Marriage - contact Fr. Chris at least 6 months in 
advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat 
as well as marriage preparation classes with Fr. Chris.   

Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8 & 9.  
For adult confirmation - contact Fr. Chris. 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the 
Parish once each year in the spring. For private 
anointing, contact Fr. Chris. 

Communion calls for ill or homebound - please 
contact the Parish Center. 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
November 6-17, 2017 

~ Visit the holy sites and walk 
where Jesus walked ~ 

With Roy Schoeman, popular speaker, 
writer, and guest on EWTN 

 Fr. Patrick Barnes (St. Nicholas, Elko Market)  
Fr. Chris Shofner (St. Mary & St. Henry, 

Nativity & Immaculate Conception) 
$3620.00 per person/double occupancy + taxes/surcharges, 

meals and personal expenses 
For more information, contact Tekton Ministries, 

9924 Cedar Ridge Drive, Carmel, IN  46032 
Phone: 317-574-4191 or Toll-free: 866-905-3787 

Email: pilgrimage@tektonministries.org 
Register online at: www.tektonministries.org 

 
 

24 Hours for the Lord 
Friday, March 24, 12 Noon - 
Saturday, March 25, 12 Noon 

Cathedral of Saint Paul, 239 Selby Ave., St. Paul 
Reconciliation will be offered around-the-clock for the 
faithful. There will also be perpetual adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Consider making a pilgrimage to 

the beautiful Cathedral to receive God’s infinite mercy in this awesome 
sacrament as a wonderful preparation for Easter. 

For more details, please visit archSPM.org/24Hours 
“God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire 

of seeking His mercy.” - Pope Francis 
 
 

Visiting Women's Religious Communities in the Twin Cities Area 
When: Saturday, April 1, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

What: Women will have a chance to visit five different religious 
communities in the Twin Cities area to meet, learn, share meals and pray 

with Catholic sisters. We will visit local communities of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame, Visitation Monastery, Franciscan Poor Clares, 
Sisters of St. Joseph and Benedictine Sisters at St. Paul's Monastery. 

For more information or to download a flyer, please visit: http://
www.ssnd.org/events/2016/2/visiting-womens-religious-communities.  

RSVP: To register, please contact Sister Jill Underdahl at 
junderdahl@csjstpaul.org or 651-696-2873 by March 27. 

The event is free. 

Spiritual Enrichment and Education Opportunities 

New Members Are Encouraged 
to Join St. Mary’s Choir 

 

St. Mary’s Choir is now preparing music for Lent and 
Easter. New members are always welcome to join us at 
anytime! 

 The choir is family friendly with lots of room for 
your family members to join you in the choir loft 
during Masses.  

 Don’t know what to do for Lent? Instead of giving 
up something. . . why not join the choir and put in 
a little extra time praising our Lord twice in song?  

 Are you between the ages of 12-99? Then this is 
the choir for you! 

 Do you need to read music ? – NO! 

 Do you need  a sense of humor? – It helps! You’ll 
understand why after you’ve been around us 
awhile . 

 Are you a shower singer? Never sang with a 
group before, but like singing Karaoke?  

Then Give Choir a Try! 
 

You are asked to make as many practices as possible. 
We try to meet every Sunday at 9:30AM before Mass to 
practice new pieces.  Additional practice times are as 
follows:  
 

TONIGHT - Sunday, March19  6:00-8:00 pm practice 
Tuesday, March 28  6:30-8:00 pm practice  
Sunday, April 2  6:00-8:00 pm practice 
Tuesday, April 11  6:30-8:00 pm practice 

MEALS ON WHEELS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER 
 

1 week open:  May 8-12th  - We filled the April dates, but now 
have these May dates to cover. We appreciate all who 
participate in this Corporal Act of Mercy! 
 

If you are able to serve or have questions about 
what is involved in volunteering for Meals On 
Wheels, please contact Tara in the Parish Office. 

St. Mary’s parishioner Marvin Willette needs help 
eating his evening meals. His family is looking for 
2 people to assist once or twice a week at 

Benedictine Health Care Center in St. Peter (will be compensated).  
If this is an act of mercy you feel called to or if you have questions, 
please call Marvin’s daughter, Jody Rouse at 612-386-8230. 

 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice sponsors:  Hope 
A grief support group for women who have experienced the death 

of a loved one. The group is led by widows and offers an 
opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing 

and hope from loss. Drop-ins are welcome.  
 

Tuesdays, 5:15 – 6:15 pm, St John the Baptist Catholic Church 
John Paul II Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, 632 S. Broad St., Mankato 

For more information, please call 507-385-2989 or 
1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989 (toll free). 

 
 

Counseling Opportunities at Catholic Charities 
 Catholic Charities has offices in various locations including 

Faribault and Burnsville for individual, family or couple counseling, 
with Spanish-speaking counseling in designated areas. They 

accept most health insurance providers for counseling services. 
For those who do not have insurance, there are reduced 

and sliding fee options. 
They provide services to the separated and divorced and have a full 
range of adoption and post-adoption services including specialized 

counseling to individuals and families. Their long-distance 
counseling intake number is 855-297-9262, Counseling Services 
651-647-3186, Separated and Divorced 651-647-3126 and for 

Adoption Services 651-647-3103.    
 

 
Area Separated or Divorced Educational/Support Group  

St. Wenceslaus Church Basement, New Prague 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month from 7– 8:30 PM.  

Experience good support as you and your loved ones move through 
this time in your life.  All faiths are welcome.  For more information 
call Deacon Bob Wagner, 952-758-3225 or Mary 952-873-6781. 

 

Tuesday, March 21 - “Being Attentive to the Signs of 
God’s Presence” 

 
 

“Moving Forward” 
Hope United Grief Group Spring Retreat 

for Loss of Spouse/Significant Other 
March 31, 2017—April 2, 2017  

(Beginning Friday 7PM through Sunday 11AM) 
Interdenominational Retreat - St. Teresa Campus, Winona, MN 
Main Speakers with breakout sessions with facilitators that have 

experienced the loss of a spouse. Keynote Speaker: Corrine 
Kindschy, Widow and Certified Spiritual Director 

For more information contact Marlene Hunt 507-381-1177 or 
marlenehunt53@gmail.com  Facebook—Hope United Grief Group 

Community and Social Events 
 

 

Fish Fry, Fridays During Lent - American Legion Post 
108 Le Center Fish Basket Lunch serving from 11AM-
1PM for $6, All You Can Eat Fish Dinner serving from 
5PM-7:30PM (or until gone), $10 adults and children 
under 12 $6. Dates serving are March 24, 31, April 7 & 14.  
 

TODAY Sunday, March 19, 2017 St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration –Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Waterville, 
MN, 4-7PM, Serving Potato Soup and Chili, Wine Tasting 
and Entertainment, Free-will donation. For more 
information, contact 507-835-3042 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2017 10th Annual Roman Barten 
Memorial Breakfast Benefit - New Prague KC Hall, 411 
4th Ave SW, 8AM-1PM. Proceeds to benefit one-year-old 
Payton Smith. Free Will Donation. Serving pancakes, 
sausages, and cinnamon rolls. For more information see 
flyer in church entrances. 
 

Sunday, March 26, 2017 Le Sueur County 4-H 
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - Serving from 8AM-
12:30 PM at the 4-H Family Center, Le Center. 
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Coffee, Milk, & 
Orange Juice, Adults $7, Youth (K-11) $4, Preschool and 
Younger - Free. Funds raised for the Le Sueur County 4-H 
Program. 
 

Friday, March 31, 2017 All You Can Eat Fish Fry - St. 
Patrick’s Church of Cedar Lake, located 7 miles 
northeast of New Prague on Hwy 13, 5-8PM, Fish (Deep 
Fried or Baked Cod Fish), French Fries & Au Gratin 
Potatoes, Cole Slaw, Beans, Rye Bread & Rolls, 
Macaroni & Cheese, Bars, & Beverage. Adults $12, 4-12 
years $5, 3 & Under Free. Take-out meals available. 
 

Monday, April 3 & May 1, 2017 Community Meal - Join 
us the First Monday night of the month at 6PM at the 
United Methodist Church, 87 N Cordova Ave, Le Center. 
Everyone in the community is invited to share friendship 
and a meal with us. Transportation will be provided if 
needed - call 357-4375. Free Will offering will be 
accepted. 
 

Friday, April 7, 2017 Annual Fish Fry - Immaculate 
Conception Church of Marysburg, Madison Lake, MN will 
host from 4:30-7:30PM. Enjoy fried fish, au gratin 
potatoes, a vegetable, coleslaw, bread, dessert and 
beverage. Adults $11, Kids 6-12 $2, 5 and under Free. 
Stations of the Cross will be available in the Church at 
7PM, Confessions available afterward. Located 2.5 miles 
north of Madison Lake near the 4 way junction of County 
Road 26, 15 & 16, (8 miles south of Cleveland on County 
Road 15). 
 

Friday, April 7, 2017 Knights of Columbus Fish Boil - 
Church of St. Peter, 1801 West Broadway, St. Peter 
serving from 5-7:30PM, Boiled Icelandic Pollock, Carrots, 
Potatoes & Onions, Cherry or Apple Pie. Adults $13, 
Youth 6-12 $5, Preschoolers Free. 
 

Saturday & Sunday, April 22-23, 2017 Spring Art 
Event - St. Lawrence Catholic Church and Newman 
Center, 1203 Fifth St. Southeast, Mpls. April 22 from 7-
9PM, April 23 8:30AM-12:30PM. Silent auction of art and 
art-related items, art for sale, refreshments, live music. 
See bulletin boards in church entrances for more info. 
 

Every Tuesday Night through April is Bingo Fun 
Night - KC Hall, New Prague at 7PM. Dinner and 
refreshments available. Smoke free environment. 

All You Can Eat Breakfast  
 

 Sunday, April 2    8:30AM to Noon 

St. Mary’s Parish Social Hall 
 

Serving French Toast and Pancakes, 

Scrambled Eggs with Ham, 

Sausage, Milk, Coffee and Orange Juice           

Adults $8   Kids 6—12 $4 

Kids 5 and under—Free 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

Knights of Columbus events 

mailto:pilgrimage@tektonministries.org
http://www.tektonministries.org

