
To start you need a "spine", which is the piece down the center in the picture. 
The best thing to use as the spine is the hard piece you find on the edge of the 
palms. It's best because it's stiff and won't bend when you're weaving. 
 

Then you need four separate pieces of palm; two pieces 
on each side of the spine. Then tape the palms and spine 
so they stay together, like shown in the picture. The white 
piece at the top is, of course, the tape. Then tape that part 
to the edge of a table so it isn't moving around while 
weaving. It's the best way to do it. 

 

To start weaving, you start with the outer most palm on the right. Twist it, as shown in the 
picture, over the palm next to it and then under the spine. Then you want to make sure and 
bend it back over. So follow the outer most palm on the right in the picture. 
 

Next you want to take the outer most palm on the left and fold it over the palm next to it and 
under the spine, and then back over. Remember to bring it back over to point down to the left. 
 

Next take the inner palm on the right and twist it over the palm and under the spine, and then 
back and down to the right. And then you do the inner palm on the left, over the palm, under 
the spine and back down to the left. Next back to the outer palm on the right, over the palm, 
under the spine and back over. Then you do the outer palm on the left and so forth, switching 
from side to side. 
 

When you get to where you want to stop, fold all the palms in towards the spine, so they follow 
the pattern of the crown. Then take the taped end and bring them together to form the shape 
of a crown (a circle). They should over lap, one on the inside of the crown and one on the 
outside. You want to then use either some string or a thin piece of palm to tie around the two 
ends to hold them together. Tie tight, so it won't come apart. And you want to tie down from 
the tape and up from the bottom end. Then cut the taped edge off near the string (or palm) 
and cut all the extra palm off the bottom end. 
 

Then you take nail clippers or scissors and clip the outside palms at an angle to reveal the 
thorns. You clip where the arrow indicates in the picture, and you clip every one where it's 
folded. The crown is very easy to make once you get the pattern down. It will come quickly. 
Good luck! 

Weave a Crown of Thorns 

Palm Sunday Reflection - As Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, he does not water down the truth of the 

revelation that he is the Messiah. He is true God and true Man, the Incarnate Word, the one who was to come not to condemn 
the world, but to save it.  Jesus, even though humble, kind, compassionate and gentle, cannot deny the truth of who he is. 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  The simple and humble people of the Holy Land came out to proclaim the 
truth that Jesus is the Lord:  Hosanna to the Son of David.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. And yet, as the 
multitude proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah, there was already at hand a large number of people who had rejected Jesus.  They 
were already getting ready for the first Good Friday (the crown of thorns).  These were the proud who were incapable of 
believing that Jesus is the Lord. Just like on the first Good Friday, many today refuse to leave aside their pride and fully live 
the Gospel.  Only the humble can experience the loving presence of Jesus in their lives and be true witnesses of the Gospel. 

Living Faith Books, April/May/June Edition, will be outside the building (as weather 
permits) at the Parish Office door for you to pick up at your convenience. Please 
sanitize your hands before and after picking up any materials. Thank you! 

As a reminder, the Center for Mission, as the CRS office for our archdiocese, manages the Rice Bowl program at this 
time of year.  The program is scheduled to end during Holy Week, Holy Thursday. To make it easier for all of you who 
have collected coins for Rice Bowl as your Lenten call to almsgiving, we want to remind you of the opportunities 
to “turn in” the collections. We pray that this has been a rewarding journey of hope for you during this time of struggle 
and uncertainty. For collection details, go to www.centerformission.org. A quick overview is below: 
 

1. Send in check for collected amount to your parish 
2. Mail check to Center for Mission; 777 Forest St. Saint Paul, MN 55106 
3. Use credit card for donation amount at www.centerformission.org/donate 
4. Use credit card for donation amount at www.crsricebowl.org. 
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The archbishop has made the decision to suspend the public 
celebration of all Masses for the present time.  This decision 

was made with the utmost care and with significant 
consultation.  The reality is that public gatherings for Mass 

not only put attendees’ health in danger, but also those 

whom they come into contact with and society at large.  
Please be assured that the graces of the Mass will not end. 

Masses will still be celebrated daily by Fr. Stiles and 

Fr. Sandquist for you and for the world.  Whenever you 
hear the church bells ring, know that Mass is about to be 

offered for you and that you can spiritually unite your own 
prayers and petitions to it. We will be in solidarity with 

many Catholics throughout the world who already 

experience a lack of access to the sacraments due to 
persecution, war, the absence of priests, etc. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
MARCH 29, 2020 

 

 

‘I am the 

resurrection and 

the life; whoever 

believes in me, 

even if he dies, 

will live, and 

everyone who 

lives and 

believes in me 

will never die. 
 

(Jn 11:25-26) 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Unexpected Opportunity! 
 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according to 
your word” (Lk 1:38) These, you’ll recall, were the surprising words of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in response to the angel Gabriel’s message that she 
was to give birth to the “Son of the Most High.” The surprise in her 
response is that she, it seems evident, had already made some kind of 
personal vow of celibacy to the Lord: “How can this be, since I have no 
relations with a man” (Lk 1:34).  
 

Remember, Mary was already legally married by the time the angel 
Gabriel appeared to her even though she and Joseph had not moved in 
together yet (this was the custom of the Jews at that time). Therefore, if she 
hadn’t made some kind of promise to God to remain a virgin for the rest of 
her life, her question, “How can this be…?” doesn’t make much sense. 
Wouldn’t she just assume that she and Joseph would conceive the child 
naturally once they moved in together? In light of this, we must allow 
ourselves to be struck by the radical trust Mary had placed in the Lord in 
allowing Him to surprise her with what was totally unexpected. Her whole 
life, all of her future plans, dreams, hopes… were changed in the moment 
she said yes to the Lord’s request of her.  
 

The surprise to be discovered in Mary’s response extends also into her 
actions. For, after she hears and accepts her mission to give birth to the Son 
of God, she does what probably none of us would have done, namely, she 
chose to go and serve her relative, Elizabeth who was in her sixth month of 
pregnancy. Most of us (correct me if I am wrong), upon hearing that we 
were being entrusted with a special mission from God would likely start 
immediately trying to figure out how we can best do that. We would likely 
feel a great deal of anxiety. We would be self-focused instead of other-
focused. This is where Mary is a marvelous witness to us of not only trust 
in the Lord but also of her charity (her other-focused perspective).  
 

Here is the formula as it played out in Mary’s life: 
1. Something unexpected significantly alters life’s plans. 
2. She responds with deep trust in the Lord’s plan over her own. 
3. She reaches out to another in need instead of focusing on herself.  
 

What things are happening in your life right now that are unexpected? I 
encourage you to respond as Mary did. Can you trust in the Lord’s plan? 
Moreover, can you become other-focused in this time of the unexpected? 
 

Let me emphasize this latter point. As we are experiencing more distance 
from one another as we’re not able to publicly celebrate the mass together 
and since the executive order from Governor Walz to “shelter-at-home” 
has taken effect, this is a time to draw closer to one another through the gift 
of charity. I don’t mean physically closer (at least in most cases). Rather, 
how important it is for us to be: 
1. Praying for one another 
2. Offering to buy groceries for those who can’t get out of their residence 
3. Making phone calls to those you think might be experiencing loneliness 
4. Donating money or food to local food shelves 
5. Praying some prayers together on the phone or via social media 
6. … 
 

You get the idea. If we continue to trust deeply in the Lord’s plans for our 
life and remain other-focused in charity, we will indeed be blessed, and it 
will be for us something totally unexpected! 
 
 
Note: Thanks to so many of you who have reached out to both Fr. 
Sandquist and me during the last week to assure us of your prayers and 
for providing us with meals, cards, little gifts and the like. We are so 
touched by your love and kindness toward us! Remember that we are 
holding all parishioners in our prayers, especially while we are 
celebrating the Holy Mass. 
 
With paternal love, 
Fr. Stiles  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

In the absence of public Mass the priests will 
continue to say daily and Sunday Mass and will 
offer these intentions. 
 

Monday, March 30 
 

Tuesday, March 31 
Mass Intention Tim Connolly† 
  

Wednesday, April 1 
Mass Intention Donna & Edward Dudley†† 
 

Thursday, April 2 
Mass Intention Dee Wolf† 
 

Friday, April 3 
Mass Intention Jean Weber† 
 

Saturday, April 4 
Mass Intention James O’Meara† 
 

PALM SUNDAY, April 5 
Mass Intention John Germscheid† 
Mass Intention Vi Cooney† 
Mass For the Parish 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for 
the latest news and happenings here at the 
Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry. Tune in 
to pray with our priests who are offering live 
and recorded prayers and reflections.  

www.stmarysthenry.org 
 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, April 5, 2020 
 
 

Matthew 21:1-11      Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11      Matthew 26:14—27:66 

St. Mary’s Thrift Store Closed 
 

The Thrift Store is closed at this time 
during this Covid-19 Pandemic. We will 

not be accepting donations or be open 
for sales until further notice. 

***As part of the effort to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19, we have closed the 

Parish Office & Building. We are still here 

for you working from the safety of our 

homes! Please continue to call the office 

(numbers on bulletin cover) with any needs 

you may have. We will be checking our 

messages frequently and making our cell 

numbers available to you.*** 

Palm Sunday is next Sunday - April 5 
Plan to pick up your palms outside the doors off of 

the church parking lot. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


• The Southwest Deanery Clergy Appreciation Dinner scheduled for Wednesday, May 13th has been cancelled. 

 
Our Spring Salad Luncheon was canceled. The proceeds from the Spring Salad Luncheon are used to support many things in our 
parish.  Some of those things include masses for our deceased CCW Members, altar supplies which include the following: bread, 
wine, candles, ashes, palms and holy week supplies. The Living Faith books, Missalettes, banners and flowers for the altar, speakers, 
fellowship opportunities for parishioners and supplies for the Mission Room are additional ways that CCW supports the Church of St. Mary.   
 
As we contemplated canceling the salad luncheon due to safety concerns for those attending, we also realized that we need your 
financial support to continue to serve our parish community at the same level as we do now.  We ask that you consider making a 
monetary contribution to help us do that.  You can place your contribution in an envelope and mail to our Parish Office, 165 N 
Waterville Ave, Le Center or drop off at one of the Le Center Banks. Indicate “CCW Spring Salad Luncheon” in the memo line of your 
check made out to the St. Mary CCW. We will utilize your donations for the continued support of our parish. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.     

Wondering How to Give to the Church? 
 Place your contribution in the night depository or at the drive-up at either bank in Le Center 
 Mail your contribution to Churches of St. Mary/St. Henry, 165 N Waterville Ave, Le Center, MN 56057 
      (Save yourself time and stamps by placing several weekend envelopes in one mailing) 
 Sign up for Electronic Giving - see below 

 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our 
website www.stmarysthenry.org and see 

“Vanco Online Giving” 
on the right hand side of the page, click on:  

“Give Online Now - St. Mary” 
or “Give Online Now - St. Henry” 

 

The work of your Church continues; in fact, intensifies. Nobody can stop the Mass: the perfect Holy Sacrifice for the 
salvation of the world is being offered by your priests. Our office staff is still here for you. We are working from our 
homes in response to the efforts underway to slow the spread of the coronavirus. In addition, maintenance of the 

building is continuing with necessary cleaning and repairs. 

 

March 21-22, 2020                 St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00          $     825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    3515.00          $     280.00 
 

, 

Diff. from budget                  -$     715.00         -$    545.00 
 

Thank you!! 
 

Weekly Building Fund          $       30.00 
 

We appreciate your continued monetary support and prayers for our 
building. Maintenance is ongoing with any building, so we anticipate 
more repairs and replacements will be needed in the future. 

Parish Stewardship 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

St. Mary Calvary Cemetery 
Maintenance and Beautification Projects 

 

You can give to this project in the same 
manner as listed below under 
“Wondering How to Give to the Church”. 
If you don’t have a purple cemetery 
giving envelope, you can indicate on your 
check memo line “Cemetery Project” 
and/or place in an envelope marked the 
same. Feel free to indicate if you’d like 
your donation to go to the statue or the 
roads or both. Gifts of any amount are 
welcome - Thank you!  
 

Total Cost of Projects:    $32,664.00 
Raised to Date:                $   8330.00 

GLOBAL SOLIDARITY SUNDAY  -  THANK YOU! 
 

Our struggling brothers and sisters in Africa, Latin America, Central and Eastern Europe, and all those who 
receive much needed aid through Catholic Relief Services thank you for your support and generosity. 

How will you give alms this Lent? Help those in need – go to GiveCSAF.org and donate 
today! Thank you from the 20 Designated Ministries of the CSAF!  

 

 Use the same giving methods as listed above for the Sunday Collection. You can also give 
directly at GiveCSAF.org using your phone, tablet, or computer. 
 

Our parish goal this year is:  St. Mary $14,270  Collected $9670 (68%)      St. Henry $2,655  Collected $2430 (92%) 

Baptism 
 

The archbishop has asked that baptisms be delayed to the 
extent possible until further notice.  Due to the great 
importance of this sacrament, however, parents should 
not anticipate this delay to be lengthy.  When baptisms 
are eventually celebrated, it is likely that attendance will 
be significantly limited. In this case, families will still 
have the option of doing a larger welcoming ceremony 
for the baptized at a later time to give the extended 
family a chance to celebrate.  If an infant begins to be in 
danger in any way, baptism is never to be delayed. For 
all baptisms, appropriate safety measures would be taken 
(for example, the use of fresh, newly blessed water). 

Sacramental Life 

On March 17th Pope Francis prayed for the elderly 
who are suffering from isolation, loneliness and fear during 
the coronavirus pandemic.  “I would like us to pray today for 
the elderly who are suffering in this moment in a special way, 
with a very great interior solitude and sometimes with so 
much fear,” the Pope stated. 

“Let us pray to the LORD that he will be close to our 
grandfathers, our grandmothers, all the elderly and give them 
strength,” he added.  “They gave us wisdom, life, history.  We 
are also close to them with prayer.” 

(Source: National Catholic Register, March 29, 2020) 

 

Family Formation on the Stations of the Cross was held 
online this past week. Families had the opportunity to learn 
more about the Stations of the Cross and how we can relate 
to Jesus’ suffering by bearing our own cross. Faith Formation 
class content will continue to be sent home electronically and 
posted on Facebook and Remind. 
 

For timely updates on classes and church activities, 
please access these resources: 
 

Please download the Remind App for quick and 
easy Faith Formation updates and information. 
Our class code for Parents is 7g962b. The class 
code for Confirmation 202 students is 3b739ee. 
The class code for Confirmation 2021 is 62h6d3. 

  
Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News 
go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation 
(https://www.facebook.com/lecentercatholic/). 
For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's 
Church, Le Center 

(https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/) 
 

Lasagna Take & Bake  
Our Lasagna Take & Bake has been 
postponed until a later date. We will continue 
taking orders by messaging, emailing, or 
calling Jean. 
 

Jean R. Boothby 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
jeanrb@frontier.com    
941-962-5168 

Faith Formation 

 

Please Pray  Part of our Christian duty is to pray for 
each other. The following have asked for your prayers:  

 

 Myles Genelin     Jolene Zell     Holden Zell 
     Dave Farm     Tom Boettcher     Bob Selly 

   Tim Simonette     Stacy Germscheid 
    Shirley Hrdlicka     Dave Krenik     Gene Holicky    

  

We also keep in prayer all residents at area assisted living 
and long-term care facilities and our homebound 
parishioners. 

 

Church Cleaning -  Chrit Hoey & Cindy Widmer are scheduled to clean  
the church by April 5, 2020. 

St. Henry News 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

St. Mary's Calvary Cemetery has openings on its board. If you are interested in serving on the board, or 
have questions on what this entails, you may contact the parish office or any one of the current board 
members; Bill Collins, Greg Holicky, Darcy Schloesser, Dan Steffen, Sharon Traxler, or Matt Wallskog. 

Opportunity for Confession During Lent 

“Drive-thru” confessions will be available Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, 6-7pm at the Church of 
St. Mary in Le Center and Saturday, 3-4pm at 
Nativity in Cleveland in the parish parking lots.  

Cones will be set up 
to direct the flow of 
traffic. A sufficient 
distance between the 
confession area and 
the line will maintain 
privacy and the 
recommended 
distance of six feet 
will be maintained 

between the penitent and the priest. In the case of 
multiple people in the same car, penitents will exit the 
car individually and stand or be seated an appropriate 
distance from the 
priest.  Fr. Stiles 
intends to be 
consistently present at 
St. Mary’s on 
Wednesdays so that 
Spanish speakers 
know when they can 
expect to be able to 
confess to him. 

http://www.GiveCSAF.org
https://www.facebook.com/lecentercatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/
mailto:jeanrb@frontier.com

