
 

Banns of Marriage 
Bryce Thomas Prax and Jennifer Ann Frederick 

 

Baptism 
Baptisms are still being celebrated in the present time with 
social distancing, precautions and some limitations. Please 
contact Fr. Sandquist via email or phone to schedule your 
child’s baptism. Parents are asked to attend a class on the 
sacrament of baptism (virtually if necessary). Due to the great 
importance of this sacrament we encourage you not to delay 
in requesting this sacrament. It is desirable that parents make 
contact with us even before the birth of the child.  

Sacramental Life 

Church Cleaning -  Lisa Beer, Megan Holicky, & Sharon 
Budin are scheduled to clean the church by August 16, 2020.  

St. Henry News 

Warning to the FDA: 
Abortion pill is ‘imminent’ public health danger!  

In late July, 23 human rights groups including two 
medical associations and nearly two dozen pro-life 
groups, demanded that the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration Commissioner Stephen Hahn exercise his 
authority to ban the abortion pill mifepristone (also 
known as RU 486 and sold under the brand name 
“Mifeprex”) and classify it as a public health hazard.  
“We urge you to protect American women and preborn 
children by removing the abortion pill mifepristone, 
from the U.S, market,” said the letter. Mifepristone 
blocks the pregnancy hormone progesterone resulting in 
the starvation of a developing baby in the womb of its 
mother. Potential risks to the mother include 
hemorrhage, abdominal pain and severe infection. The 
letter comes two weeks after a federal judge overruled 
FDA requirements that a woman must visit with a doctor 
in person before she can be prescribed the abortion pill. 
Advocates in favor of abortion are said to be using the 
coronavirus pandemic as a deception for the requirement 
of meeting with a doctor in person verses remotely. The 
FDA considers some drugs higher risk. Mifepristone is 
one of them. “There are no benefits to mifepristone.” 
commented Lila Rose, head of the pro-life organization 
Live Action.  “The ‘successful’ outcome of mifepristone 
is a dead child and the possible side-effects are an 
injured or dead woman.” 
 

Source: Catholic News Agency, (CNA) reporting in the National 
Catholic Register online. July 29, 2020. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

MASS SCHEDULE - THIS WEEKEND 
Saturday, August 8 & Sunday, August 9 

 

We are offering an indoor Mass on Saturday, August 8 at 
5PM at CHURCH OF ST. HENRY - The statewide mask 

mandate requires the wearing of a face mask. In addition, 
use hand sanitizer as you enter and exit the church, maintain 

6 ft social distance, and please stay home if you are 
experiencing any cold like symptoms. Please be aware that 

we will have limited seating. 
Communion will take place after Mass. 

 

Sunday, August 9, 9am Mass. If the weather is favorable, 
Mass will take place in the parking lot (drive-in style). 

If the weather is poor, the Mass will take place in the church 
with no more than 50% capacity in attendance. The Mass will be 
live-streamed either way. Holy Communion will be distributed 
shortly after Mass ends with social distancing procedures in place 
and masks are required when in the building or in line outside in 

compliance with the statewide mandate. 
 

Sunday, August 9 - Spanish Mass at 12PM in the church 
 

MASS SCHEDULE - NEXT WEEKEND 
Saturday, August 15 & Sunday, August 16 

 

We are offering an indoor Mass on Saturday, August 15 at 
5PM at CHURCH OF ST. HENRY  

 

Sunday, August 16, 9am Mass. If the weather is favorable, 
Mass will take place in the parking lot (drive-in style). If the 

weather is poor, the Mass will take place in the church. 
 

Sunday, August 16 - Spanish Mass at 12PM in the church 

Rosary in the Park   

The monthly public Fatima Rosary will be held  
Thursday, August 13th, at 12 noon, at the Le Center 
South Park (near the Pool) under and surrounding 
the Gazebo. You may even park and stay in your 
car. We will pray loudly! In rainy weather we will 
gather at the fairgrounds under/around the 
community pavilion. Please bring lawn chairs and 

masks and maintain acceptable social distance. If you can't join 
us in person, please join in prayer at home during this time.  For 
more info, contact Sheila McCabe Swan 507-357-6941. 

Coordinator for Faith Formation & Safe 
Environment, Churches of St. Mary/St. Henry 

Responsibilities include: Coordinating the St. Mary-St. 
Henry Faith Formation program for Grades K-12; 
overseeing Vacation Bible School and Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word; coordinating the Sacramental 
Preparation program for First Communion and 
Confirmation; leading the Faith Formation Board; 
coordinating compliance with Safe Environment 
requirements; maintaining accurate records of work 
done.  For detailed job description and application, 
please contact the Parish Office, 165 N. Waterville 
Ave., Le Center, MN  56057, or online at 
www.stmarysthenry.org.  Approximately 20-30 hours/
week, some flexibility required – salary commensurate 
with experience.  Applications will be accepted until 
August 15th, 2020.   

Faith 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Timothy Sandquist (ext 307) ftsandquist@gmail.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 357-4338   Pete Plut 357-6222 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 357-4923   Jim Selly 357-4898 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: Open Position 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     
 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       
 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday - 5:00 PM (in the church) 

Sunday - St. Mary Parking Lot - Holy Communion will be distributed  

              9:00 AM - English         12:00 PM - Spanish 
The Archbishop has made it abundantly clear that no one is obliged to 

attend Sunday Mass during the time of this pandemic. Therefore, if you 

judge it safer for you not to attend Mass at any point during this pandemic, 
let your conscience be at peace. To help you stay connected the best we are 

able, we will continue to live stream our Sunday Masses whenever possible.  
 

Daily Mass - in St. Mary Church Building 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation “Drive-thru” confessions will be 
available Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 6-7pm at the Church of St. 
Mary in Le Center and Saturday, 3-4pm at Nativity in Cleveland in the 
parish parking lots. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place from 7:30-9:30 pm each evening 
Monday-Friday. This will be done “Drive-in” style in our parking lot. 
The Blessed Sacrament will be placed in the center window. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 9, 2020  

August 14 - Memorial 

Saint Maximilian Maria Kolbe 
was a Polish Franciscan friar. 
In 1941 he died as a martyr in 

Auschwitz. He was well known for 
his passionate devotion to Our Lady 

and his love for missionary work.  
 

“Be a Catholic: 

When you kneel 

before an altar, do it 

in such a way that 

others may be able 

to recognize that 

you know before 

whom you kneel.” 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
The Prayer God Really Wants 

 

Ask any Catholic walking down the street whether they pray, and 
more likely than not they will respond “yes.” But ask them how they 
pray, and the answer you will most likely get is something like “I pray 
before meals.” While it is certainly very good to pray before meals – 
remember, Jesus himself did this – the life of Christian prayer is 
meant to be much more than this. 
 

We see this call to prayer in two of this Sunday’s scripture readings.  
The first reading is about the prophet Elijah. In this reading, the Lord 
tells Elijah that he will be “passing by.” We might expect him to do so 
in the most cataclysmic and dramatic way. However, he does the 
opposite.  The reading says that a rock-crushing wind swept through, 
“but the LORD was not in the wind.” Then came an earthquake, “but 
the LORD was not in the earthquake.” Then a fire, “but the LORD 
was not in the fire.” Finally, there was a tiny whisper, and upon 
hearing this Elijah hid his face in his cloak, recognizing the presence 
of the Lord. 
 

In the Gospel, we hear about Jesus, after dismissing the crowds, going 
“up on the mountain by himself to pray.” It wasn’t until “the fourth 
watch of the night” (i.e. 3-6am) that Jesus met up with the disciples 
again. This means that Jesus spent just about the whole night in 
prayer. 
 

Both of these stories remind us that prayer is more than just sending a 
few words in God’s direction before we eat.  It is even more than 
reciting good and pious memorized prayers. Prayer is a way in which 
we spend intimate time with God in his sacred presence. 
 

The difference between shooting off a fifteen second prayer once or 
twice a day and the prayer that God really desires from us is like the 
difference between a text message and a candlelight dinner between 
spouses. 
 

Perhaps the biggest obstacle for many to start praying in this deeper 
way is not knowing what to say or what to pray about.  But again, an 
analogy with human relationships can help us here. What do best 
friends talk about when they are sharing from their hearts? What do 
spouses talk about when their relationship is at its best?  They talk 
about their desires. They talk about what’s in their heart. 
 

This is exactly how we should strive to pray.  To share our hearts with 
the Lord, whatever may be in it. 
 

Now, of course, we won’t always have something extraordinary to 
share with the Lord. (Do married couples always have to have 
something extraordinary to say to each other? Of course not.) But 
neither should our prayer life always be as dull as long-division.  As 
Jesus says, “I came to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish that it 
were already kindled!” (Lk 12:49). 
 

-Fr. Sandquist 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

The statewide mask mandate requires wearing of 
a face mask in all public indoor spaces. 

 

Monday, August 10 
10:00 am Funeral Mass Ken Traxler (at St. Mary) 
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Tuesday, August 11 
5:00 pm Mass Living & Deceased of Henry & Angela  
                Simon family 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
  

Wednesday, August 12 
9:00 am Mass Lorraine Brown† 
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Thursday, August 13 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of Harry Christian  
                family 
12:00 pm Fatima Rosary (at Le Center South Park) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Friday, August 14 
9:00 am Mass Donna & Edward Dudley†† 
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Saturday, August 15 
3:00-4:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru at Nativity 
5:00 pm Mass at St. Henry (in the church) Thomas &  
                Michael Thornton†† 
Blest Art - Shop after Mass  
 

Sunday, August 16 
9:00 am Mass (Parking Lot) Bernard Widmer & Gary  
                Goettl††, Mary Catherine Hunt† 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (in the church) For the Parish 
Blest Art - Shop after Mass 
 

These Mass times and locations may change. 
Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
 Romans 11:13-15, 29-32     Matthew 15:21-28 

We are excited to that the parish 
office and church is officially 
reopened with normal business 
hours. We will do our best to be 

open, however we appreciate your understanding in advance if you 
should come to the office and find it closed. Tara and Gloria will be 
covering the office at this time and out of an abundance of caution, 
they will be staying home if they are experiencing any cold like 
symptoms, so there may be times that the office will need to be closed 
unexpectedly. We look forward to serving you! 

St. Mary's Thrift Store has reopened!! 
 

We will be open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 1:00-4:00 until further notice. 
The racks and shelves are full of summer 
clothes for all age groups. Stop in and 

shop. We are following all required safety and 
cleaning precautions for customers and volunteers. 
Masks and social distancing are required, Only five 
customers in the store at a time and no children 
under the age of 16 are allowed. Restrooms will not 
be available to the public.  

August 1-2, 2020                      St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00          $     825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    2874.00          $      881.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $      285.00          $      100.00 
Plate            $        51.00          $        50.00 
 

Total            $    3210.00          $    1031.00 
 

Diff. from budget                  -$    1020.00        +$     206.00 

  

Weekly Building Fund          $     1171.00 
 
 

We appreciate your continued monetary support and prayers for our 
building. Maintenance is ongoing with any building, so we anticipate 
more repairs and replacements will be needed in the future. 

St. Mary Calvary Cemetery 
Maintenance and Beautification Projects 

 

You can give to this project in the 
same manner as used for the Sunday 
Collection. If you don’t have a purple 
cemetery giving envelope, you can 
indicate on your check memo line 
“Cemetery Project” and/or place in an 
envelope marked the same. Feel free 
to indicate if you’d like your donation 
to go to the statue or the roads or 
both. Gifts of any amount are 
welcome - Thank you!  
 

Total Cost of Projects:    $32,664.00 
Raised to Date:                $13,755.00 

Parish Stewardship 

Healing Takes Time Fall Retreat September 19, 2020 Saturday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Due to health and safety concerns surrounding Covid-19, we are hosting a virtual retreat this fall. Even though we 
won’t meet face-to-face, this online retreat offers an uplifting experience to help those suffering from the loss of a 

loved one find hope and healing in their grief journey. Retreat includes: Live streaming presentations by guest 
speakers. Speaker panel with question/answer opportunity. Small group sharing among participants with similar 

type of loss. A care package with all of the items you need for the retreat, plus special gifts to bring you comfort. Small Group 
breakout sessions will be held for several types of loss. Groups will be led by those who have experienced the same loss, and 

understand what you are going through. Breakout sessions include: 
Loss of Child • Loss of Spouse • Loss of Sibling or Parent • Pregnancy or Infant Loss  

• Loss through Suicide • Loss through Homicide 
 

Virtual Retreat From the comfort of your home, using a computer, tablet, or smartphone, attend our online Interdenominational 
Day of Retreat, broadcast live from Franciscan Retreat & Spirituality Center in Prior Lake, MN.  

 

Sharon Peterson - Keynote Speaker “Transitions in Grieving”    After 23 years of marriage, Sharon became a 
widow at the age of 45 when her husband, Jim, died unexpectedly. Upon retirement from her law practice, she 

obtained Spiritual Direction training and certification from the University of San Diego. Since then she has 
provided spiritual counseling and support to both individuals and groups. Concurrent with this pandemic she 

has walked alongside a friend whose husband died by suicide in mid-February. In that experience she explored 
new dimensions of her own grief journey. She lives in San Diego, CA. 

 

Registration Deadline: August 15, 2020  For more information or to register, contact Marlene Hunt Phone:  
(507) 381-1177 Email: hopeunitedgriefgroup@gmail.com    Find us on Facebook Hope United Grief Group   

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

August 15 - August 16: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Lector 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (AT ST. HENRY – in the church) Dale Riebel 

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary – in the parking lot) Julie Deutsch 

CCW Dues for 2020 – 2021 are $10. 
The dues help cover the costs of the liturgical needs at St. Mary’s (i.e. candles, hosts, wine, Living Faith 
booklets, speakers, etc.).  Our fundraising events have been cancelled due to COVID-19, so these dues 
are critical in providing continued support to our parish.  Please place your dues in the collection basket or 
drop them off at the First National Bank or the First State Bank in Le Center.  Please mark “CCW Dues” 
on the envelope, along with your name.  Thank you for your support.  

BLEST ART: Next weekend, Saturday, August 15 & Sunday, August 16 
 

Blest Art will be visiting St. Mary and St. Henry once again on behalf of the Christian families 
in Bethlehem, Palestine.  They last visited in 2018 and we are excited to have them back. Their 
mission is to support Christian families in the Holy Land, whose continued presence in the Holy 
Land is dependent on supporting themselves through the sale of hand-carved nativity sets, 
statues, crosses, rosaries, and many other pieces of beautiful olive wood art.  They will be 
available after all of the Masses August 15-16. They will be set-up outdoors both at St. Henry 
and St. Mary to allow for social distancing.  They accept cash, checks, and all major credit 
cards. Plan to buy something special for yourself and/or do some gift shopping! 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/

