
Sacramental Life 

MASS SCHEDULE - THIS WEEKEND 
Saturday, September 19 & Sunday, September 20 

 

Indoor Mass Saturday, September 19, 5PM at CHURCH OF 
ST. HENRY - The statewide mask mandate requires the 

wearing of a face mask. In addition, use hand sanitizer  as 
you enter and exit the church, maintain 6 ft social distance, 
and please stay home if you are experiencing any cold like 

symptoms. Please be aware that we will have limited seating.  
 

Sunday, September 20, 9AM Mass. If the weather is 
favorable, Mass will take place in the parking lot (drive-in 
style). If the weather  is poor , the Mass will take place in the 

church with no more than 50% capacity in attendance. 
The Mass will be live-streamed either way. Holy Communion 
will be distributed in the building gathering space shortly after 
Mass ends with social distancing procedures in place. Masks are 

required when in the building or in line outside in compliance with 
the statewide mandate. 

 

Sunday, September 20 - Spanish Mass at 12PM in the church 

 
MASS SCHEDULE - NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday, September 26 & Sunday, September 27 
 

Indoor Mass Saturday, September 26 at 5PM at CHURCH OF 
ST. HENRY - In the same manner as stated above. 

 

Sunday, September 27, 9AM Mass. If the weather is 
favorable, Mass will take place in the parking lot (drive-in 

style) - in the same manner  as stated above. 
 

Sunday, September 27 - Spanish Mass at 12PM in the church 

We welcome the newest members of the 
Church through the waters of Baptism:  

 

Emily Louise Budin 

Church Cleaning -  Sharon Riebel and Holly Germscheid are 
scheduled to clean the church by September 27. 

St. Henry News 

 

Community and Social Events 

Faith Formation 

2020-2021 FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

will begin sometime in October. 
 

Registration is now open! 
Due to safety regulations, we do not know yet how 

Faith Formation will take place. Please register so we 
know how many students to expect. This will help us 

determine what we can and can not do this year. 
We will update this information as soon as possible. 
Please register at our website: www.stmarysthenry.org. 

You can find the on-line registration form under the: 
 “Faith Formation/Youth Faith Formation” tab. 

 

In addition, we are currently in the process of hiring a 
new Faith Formation Coordinator! We ask that you keep 

this process in your prayers. 
 
 

& 

If you have been bringing Holy Communion to a homebound family member during this 
pandemic (or are interested in doing so) we ask that you attend one of the brief training 
sessions after Mass that will take place at the end of September or the beginning of October. 
 

This training will go through the proper procedures for being an Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion to the homebound and will conclude with an official extraordinary minister 
commissioning. 
 

Following the first week in October, it will be mandatory to be trained and commissioned to bring Holy Communion to 
the homebound.  At this time, Holy Communion may only be brought to relatives, unless permission is given for special 
circumstances. 
 

The training sessions will be no longer than a half-hour and they will take place after Mass on: 
 

-Saturday, September 26th at St. Henry 
-Sunday, September 27th at Nativity 

-Sunday, October 4th at St. Mary 
-Sunday, October 4th at Marysburg 

Le Sueur County (COVID Food Assistance Program) 
FREE Food Distribution 

Open to all households in Le Sueur County that are in 
need! If you have questions, please call the Le Center 

Food Shelf at 507-357-4076. 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 

10:00 am - 11:30 am (or until food is gone) 
Le Sueur County Fairgrounds 

 320 S Plut Ave, Le Center, MN 
Each household will receive:  1 box of produce, 

1 box of mixed dairy, 1 box of meat (chicken & pork) 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Timothy Sandquist (ext 307) ftsandquist@gmail.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager 357-4338   Pete Plut 357-6222 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid 357-4923   Jim Selly 357-4898 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: Open Position 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     
 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       
 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday - 5:00 PM (in the church) 

Sunday - St. Mary Parking Lot - Holy Communion will be distributed  

              9:00 AM - English         12:00 PM - Spanish 
The Archbishop has made it abundantly clear that no one is obliged to 

attend Sunday Mass during the time of this pandemic. Therefore, if you 

judge it safer for you not to attend Mass at any point during this pandemic, 
let your conscience be at peace. To help you stay connected the best we are 

able, we will continue to live stream our Sunday Masses whenever possible.  
 

Daily Mass - in St. Mary Church Building 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation “Drive-thru” confessions will be 
available Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 6-7pm at the Church of St. 
Mary in Le Center and Saturday, 3-4pm at Nativity in Cleveland in the 
parish parking lots. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place from 7:30-9:30 pm each evening 
Monday-Friday. This will be done “Drive-in” style in our parking lot. 
The Blessed Sacrament will be placed in the center window. 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 20, 2020  

 

 

Teach me, 

Lord, to be 

generous in 

love as you 

are to me 

and to all. 

 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

The Benedict Option 
 

As a young man, St. Benedict (born 480 AD) went to Rome to study 
and found its culture so hostile to the gospel that he left and became a 
hermit for fear of losing his soul. After a few years, others became 
attracted to his way of life and joined him in monastic communities 
which began to spread throughout Europe.  As civilization in Europe 
collapsed during the coming decades and centuries, these communities 
who lived according to the Rule of Benedict provided stability, security, 
and a Christian way of life for all around them. In doing so, they 
preserved civilization and created a Christian culture that passed on the 
gospel to future generations. In this way, St. Benedict’s decision to 
withdraw and regroup ultimately succeeded in overcoming a powerful 
culture that was at odds with the gospel. 
 

In 2017, a book came out called The Benedict Option. The message of 
the book is this: That we Christians are currently in the situation that St. 
Benedict found himself in as a young man in Rome.  We have already 
lost the culture wars and are now living in a culture hostile to 
Christianity.  Because of this, we need a change in strategy of the way 
we engage in culture. If we want the generations that follow us to keep 
the faith, there are ways in which we must withdraw and regroup. 
 

By and large, I think this thesis is right.  Our culture is no longer 
friendly towards Christians living out the faith taught by the bible and 
the Catholic Church. And yet, we are still so comfortable living in that 
culture – often so much so that an outsider wouldn’t be able to tell the 
difference between someone who claims to be a Christian and anyone 
else. Therefore, I do think withdrawing and regrouping is the better 
strategy for our time. 
 

Why should we think our culture is at odds with the gospel? Consider 
this.  On September 9th, Netflix released a film called Cuties about a 
group of eleven-year-old girl dancers growing up.  While Netflix 
defends this film as “a social commentary against the sexualization of 
young children”, there can be no doubt that it does the very thing it 
purports to criticize – it sexualizes young children.  The movie includes 
multiple scenes of these young girls dancing suggestively in revealing 
outfits that last minutes-long. Even worse, it repeatedly utilizes 
suggestive camera angles of these eleven-year-olds such as “zooming 
in” in inappropriate ways. (Information about the content of this movie 
can be found on imdb.com’s parent’s guide.)  A petition circulated the 
internet with hundreds of thousands of signatures calling on Netflix to 
cancel the release.  The pushback succeeded in getting Netflix to 
apologize for the provocative movie poster they used to promote the 
film, but it did not succeed in preventing them from releasing it. 
 

Unfortunately, this is just one of many examples of large media 
corporations working to push an agenda meant to erode Christian 
understanding of sexuality. But while this may be the case, how many of 
us Christians will continue “feeding the beast” by giving them our money? 
 

There comes a point when engaging with the world is no longer possible 
without becoming swept away in it.  Imagine a public school, for 
example, which has gone down the path of indoctrinating young 
children with ideologies incompatible with Christianity (this is 
happening in some parts of the country). A parent in a situation like this 
might be obliged to withdraw from the school and find another option 
for their kids.  (This is why voting for leaders who support “school 
choice” is so important right now.) 
 

Though it would be foolish to withdraw from the culture completely, it 
is necessary to withdraw in some ways - perhaps cancelling your Netflix 
subscription is one such example. May we learn to be in the world, 
without being of the world. 
 

-Fr. Sandquist 

Living Faith Daily Catholic Devotions - 
October/November/December 2020 edition is 

currently available in limited number at the parish 
office entrance (in a plastic bin). These are 

generously provided by the CCW to be used by our 
parishioners to deepen their daily life.  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

The statewide mask mandate requires wearing of 
a face mask in all public indoor spaces. 

 

Monday, September 21    
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Tuesday, September 22 
5:00 pm Mass Living & Deceased of the Mary Jo  
                Stocker family 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
  

Wednesday, September 23 
9:00 am Mass Donald Budin† 
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Thursday, September 24 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of Cemensky &  
                Androli families† 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Friday, September 25 
9:00 am Mass In reparation for receiving Holy  
                Communion when not in a state of Grace 
6:00-7:00 pm Confessions - drive-thru (parking lot) 
7:30 –9:30 pm Adoration - drive-in (parking lot) 
 

Saturday, September 26 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry - indoors) Gordon McCabe† 
 

Sunday, September 27 
9:00 am Mass (Parking Lot) Paul McCabe† & Lillian  
                Hoffman† 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (in the church) For the Parish 
 
 
 
 
 

These Mass times and locations may change. 
Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, September 27, 2020 
 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 
 Philippians 2:1-11   Matthew 21:28-32 

St. Mary's Thrift Store 
is open!! 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
1:00-4:00 pm 

$548.63 is the amount that was sent to Pro 
Life Across America, “the billboard people". 
The St. Henry/St. Mary Pro-Life Team thanks 

you for your generosity. 
May God reward your gift giving! 

Let us hope and pray that our donation can 
help save a baby by the positive message 

promoted on one of their billboards. 
If you would still like to donate, you can give 

online at prolifeacrossamerica.org or mail 
your donation to: 

PROLIFE Across AMERICA 
P.O. Box 18669 Minneapolis, MN 55418    

 

                        

The next Pro-Life meeting will be held on 
Monday, September 21, 2020 at 1pm at the 

home of Fran Christian 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

September 12-13, 2020            St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00          $     825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    2895.27         $      603.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1270.00         $      120.00     
Plate            $        83.00         $        41.00 
 

Total            $    4248.27         $      764.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$       18.27         -$       61.00 

  

Weekly Building Fund          $        28.59 
 
 

We appreciate your continued monetary support and prayers for our 
building. Maintenance is ongoing with any building, so we anticipate 
more repairs and replacements will be needed in the future. 

St. Mary Calvary Cemetery 
Maintenance and Beautification Projects 

 

You can give to this project in the 
same manner as used for the Sunday 
Collection. If you don’t have a purple 
cemetery giving envelope, you can 
indicate on your check memo line 
“Cemetery Project” and/or place in an 
envelope marked the same. Feel free 
to indicate if you’d like your donation 
to go to the statue or the roads or 
both. Gifts of any amount are 
welcome - Thank you!  
 

Total Cost of Projects:    $32,664.00 
Raised to Date:                $14,405.00 

Parish Stewardship 

CCW Dues for 2020 – 2021 are $10. 
The dues help cover the costs of the liturgical needs at St. 
Mary’s (i.e. candles, hosts, wine, Living Faith booklets, 
speakers, etc.).  Our fundraising events have been cancelled 
due to COVID-19, so these dues are critical in providing 

continued support to our parish.  Please place your dues in the collection 
basket or drop them off at the First National Bank or the First State Bank in 
Le Center.  Please mark “CCW Dues” on the envelope, along with your 
name.  Thank you for your support.  
 
 

 

After Mass next Sunday and throughout the week we will have the 
previous (green accented) parish kitchen dishes for sale for a free 

will offering. Come and buy just one set or many! 
 The dishes will be available on tables in the social hall. 

All proceeds will go to the work of the CCW. 
 
The CCW board will be meeting on the evening of Tuesday, September 29th. 
If you have anything you’d like to bring to their attention for discussion, feel 
free to contact CCW President, Bette Traxler. at 507-357-6542. 

Altar Ministry Schedule 

September 26-27: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector 

Saturday, 5:00 PM Mass (St. Henry - indoors) Dale Riebel 

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary – in the parking lot) Mike Boettcher 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

This weekend the Redemptorists Denver Province was scheduled to be with us to share their 
missionary experiences, struggles, and joys and to appeal to our generosity in support of their 
work. Due to Covid-19 the Redemptorists are not physically participating in this year’s Foreign 
Mission Appeals. Instead, they are offering a way to donate to missionary work online. Go to the 
website MISSIO.org, click donate at top left, and search Ministry on the Amazon River in Amazonas 
Province. We ask that parishioners that would like to participate in the projects for the Foreign 
Missions please do so using the above website. 2020 has been a difficult year so far for all mission 
work as they try to give hope to those in need. Thank you! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/

