
We welcome the newest members of the 
Church through the waters of Baptism:  

Aaron Joseph Brockway 

Please Pray 
Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other. 

The following have asked for your prayers:  
 

Jolene Zell    Holden Zell    Dave Krenik 
Dave Farm    Ann Wesley Skalicky 

Gene Holicky    
  

We also keep in prayer all residents at area assisted living and 
long-term care facilities and our homebound parishioners.  
 

We offer our prayers and 

condolences to Lenny & Pat 
O’Meara and families on the passing 

of their brother, Jerry O’Meara on 

December 2.  May God’s love and 
infinite mercy bring you comfort and peace. 

Sacramental Life 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEKEND - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday, December 19 & Sunday, December 20 

The statewide mask mandate requires the wearing of a face mask. In 
addition, use hand sanitizer as you enter and exit the church, 

maintain 6 feet social distance, and please stay home if you are 
experiencing any cold like symptoms. 

Please be aware that we will have limited seating. 
We ask that if the center of the pew is open to please move to the 

center, so as others arrive they can sit on the ends.  
 

Saturday, December 19, 5PM Mass at Church of St. Henry 
 

Sunday, December 20, 9AM Mass at Church of St. Mary 
 We have the social hall set up for extra seating. It’s a big open 
space with chairs arranged at least 6 feet apart. The video on the 

large screen and the audio are both clear. An Extraordinary Minister 
will bring Communion into the Social Hall.  

You are also welcome to attend Mass in the parking lot via live-
stream or using the FM radio audio broadcast at station 

90.7.  Holy Communion will be brought outside to those in their 
cars during the usual Communion time. 

If you’d like to receive Communion, please turn on your car lights 
and an Extraordinary Minister will bring Communion out to you. 

 

Sunday, December 20 - Spanish Mass at 12PM  

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday, Tuesdays, & Thursday 
7:00-9:00 pm in the main church. 

 

Friday 9:30-11:30 am in the main church after 
the 9:00 am daily Mass. 

 

Spend some time with the Christ Child this Advent. Make 
room for Him in your heart, so this Christmas you can be 

filled with His joy! Adorers are scheduled to be present for  
these hours, however, everyone is invited to spend time with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

We will not have Adoration on Christmas Eve, Thursday, 
December 24 & Christmas Day, Friday, December 25 

 

To aid in cleaning we ask that you leave the kneeler down at the 
pew where you sat in the church. This will let others know to sit 
elsewhere and indicate to maintenance which pews need to be 
wiped down. In addition, we ask that you please sit in the front 

half of the church. 

Faith Formation 

We hope your first week of faith formation “distance 
learning” went well!   
 

Group A & B – Weekly videos will be sent out via email 
and will be posted to the Facebook page “St Mary & St 
Henry Faith Formation”, please follow us there if you 
don’t already!  Attendance will be taken in the form of 
watching the video and then emailing Angie Neubauer 
your completed homework.   
 

Grade 2 – Chapter(s) to go over with your child will be 
emailed each week by Wednesday evening. 
 

Grade 9 – All students should have received their 
Chosen online log in, if you didn’t please reach out to 
your teacher or Angie ASAP so we can make sure you 
are signed up!  Your teachers will be emailing you each 
week.   
 

As with every other Faith Formation year, all students 
are expected to attend these virtual, work at home 
sessions. Attendance is expected for all who are in a 
sacramental year this year and for those students 
planning on advancing to the next grade in Faith 
Formation next year (2021-2022).  If you aren’t receiving 
our emails please check your spam folder 
(angieneubauer@frontier.com) or call the church office – 
thank you! 
 

Steubenville Rochester 
Youth Conference  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

All current 8th – 12th grade 
students are invited to participate 
in this July 9 - 11, 2021 weekend 

conference packed with great 
speakers, small group 

discussions, Mass, Reconciliation, 
and Adoration.   

 

Read more about it here: 
https://steubenvilleconferences.com/events/nroch/ 

Registrations for Steubenville Rochester Youth 
Conference will be available in January! 

 

Upcoming Dates: 
December 23 – No FF classes 
December 30 – No FF classes 
 

“The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your 
faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.”  

Psalm 89:5 
 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 
507-357-4838 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Timothy Sandquist (ext 307) ftsandquist@gmail.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant: Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) 

              angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       
 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  
 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday - 5:00 PM at St. Henry (in the church) 

Sunday - at St. Mary (in the church) 

  9:00 AM - English 

               12:00 PM - Spanish 
The Archbishop has made it abundantly clear that no one is obliged to 

attend Sunday Mass during the time of this pandemic. Therefore, if you 
judge it safer for you not to attend Mass at any point during this pandemic, 

let your conscience be at peace. To help you stay connected the best we are 
able, we will continue to live stream our Sunday Masses whenever possible.  
 

Daily Mass - in St. Mary Church Building 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays & 
Fridays, 6-6:30pm at the Church of St. Mary in Le Center in the parish 
building entrance by the office. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in the main church from 7:00-9:00 
pm Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday, & Friday 9:30-11:30 am.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 13, 2020  



From the Pastor’s Desk 

St. Joseph’s Assistance 
 

What was Joseph to do in such a perplexing situation? Mary was 
found to be pregnant and he was not the father. Did he suspect that 
Mary had been unfaithful to him? Or did he believe himself to be 
unworthy of being part of the plan that God was working through 
Mary? I don’t know. But either way, he had a tough decision to make. 
 

Scripture says that he pondered (enthumeomai) this situation (Mt 
1:20). Ultimately he decided upon divorcing Mary “quietly”, which is 
to say – not publicly. While he made the best decision he could with 
what he knew, it still wound up being the incorrect one. The angel 
visited him and told him to take Mary as his wife. He obeyed. 
 

We see here that even saints can find themselves in situations where 
they aren’t sure how to act.  Sometimes our own judgement is not 
enough, we need God to enlighten our minds to follow him on the 
path he calls us. 
 

If this is the case, then St. Joseph is a perfect patron for us to go to 
when we find ourselves in perplexing situations.  If he needed special 
help to know God’s will, then what compassion and understanding 
would he have for us in the same situation.  And so, we can 
confidently ask St. Joseph the “righteous man” (Mt 1:19) for his 
prayers. After all, scripture tells us “the prayer of a righteous man has 
great power” (James 5:16). 
 

On December 8th, Pope Francis released a new apostolic letter about 
St. Joseph called Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart). In this letter he 
reveals that “every day, for over forty years” he himself has recited a 
prayer to Saint Joseph, requesting his help.  He explains that this 
prayer “expresses devotion and trust, and even poses a certain 
challenge to Saint Joseph.”  Perhaps we may wish to use this same 
prayer ourselves: 
 

Glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph, whose power makes the 
impossible possible, come to my aid in these times of 
anguish and difficulty. Take under your protection the 
serious and troubling situations that I commend to you, that 
they may have a happy outcome. My beloved father, all my 
trust is in you. Let it not be said that I invoked you in vain, 
and since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show 
me that your goodness is as great as your power. Amen. 

 

God bless, 
Fr. Sandquist 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

The statewide mask mandate requires wearing of 
a face mask in all public indoor spaces. 

 
 

Monday, December 14 
AM-PM Santa Anonymous & Adopt a Family 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

Tuesday, December 15   
5:00 pm Mass Mary Traxler-Orstad† 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
7:00 pm St. Mary/St. Henry Pastoral Council Meeting 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
  

Wednesday, December 16 
10:00 am Funeral Mass Leslie Emmers† 
Faith Formation Classes - Distance Learning 
 

Thursday, December 17 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of Harry Christian  
               family 
7:00-9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

Friday, December 18 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of John C. & Mabel  
                Krenik family 
9:30 –11:30 am Adoration - (in the church) 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
 

Saturday, December 19 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Joan C. McCabe† 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 20 
9:00 am Mass (in the church) Lillian Hoffman†, Terry  
                Krenik† & Living & Deceased of Joseph  
                Cemensky Jr. family 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (in the church) For the Parish 
6:00 pm Advent Penance Service  

 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday,  December 20, 2020 
 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
 

Romans 16:25-27     Luke 1:26-38 

Tuesdays and Fridays   6-6:30 pm   Church of St. Mary 
 

Confessions at St. Mary take place in the entry way by the parish 
office. Confessions will be " behind the screen"  unless face-to-face 
is specifically requested.  Social distancing will be maintained.  The 
line for vehicles will be the same as before – simply drive up to the 
cones next to the curb outside the parish office - when the person in 
front of you drives away, you can pull forward, park, and enter the 

building using the most East doors. 
 

Reconciliation Service with Communal Absolution 
Sunday, December 20th at 6pm at St Mary 

See this bulletin for more information 

St. Mary's Thrift Store 
69 E Minnesota St., Le Center 

   507-357-6942 
 

OPEN Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 1:00-4:00 pm 

 

We will be open on Tuesday, December 22 
& closed on Thursday, December 24. 

 

The Christmas Store is open! 

Preparing the Way for the Lord . . . 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

Church of St. Mary Social Hall 
7:00-8:00 PM St. Mary & St. Henry Joint 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

St. Mary Pastoral Council Members  
 

Jean Cemensky-Mohr       Matt Wallskog 
Hayley Hunt        Sheila McCabe Swan 
Don Reak        Deb O’Connell 
Juan Zamora        Madonna Russo 
Phil Campbell        Jim Harmon 

St. Henry Pastoral Council Members 
 

Nancy Stauff                    Nathan Traxler 
Mike Boettcher        Sharon Riebel 

Office hours for the Holiday Season: 
The parish office will be closed on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day and on December 31 and January 1. 

Meals on Wheels is available 
Monday through Friday. 

Enjoy home-style cooking 
prepared at Central 

Healthcare’s commercial 
kitchen by the oversight of a 

Certified Dietary Manager and Consultant 
Registered Dietician. They prepare a variety of 
wholesome dishes that may be tailored to meet 

the needs of a physician prescribed diet. The cost 
of these meals is $7.06 per meal and CHC 

accepts payment through Elderly Waiver. These 
meals can be ordered for anyone that has 

recently been hospitalized, are requiring respite 
care, recovering from an illness, or you just want 
to stay safe during this time of Covid. If interested 
in learning more about Meals on Wheels delivery, 

please fee free to Contact Sally Holden at: 
507-357-2275, ext. 228 Monday-Friday.  

 
MEALS ON WHEELS IS 

IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

3 weeks open: 
February 8-12 
March 15-19 
May 25-28  

 

If you are able to serve or have questions 
about what is involved in volunteering for 

Meals On Wheels, please contact Tara at the 
Church of St. Mary, Le Center, Parish Office. 

 
Le Sueur County FREE Food Distribution 

Open to all households that are in 
need! Questions? Please call the 

Le Center Food Shelf at 
 507-357-4076 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 
2:00-3:30pm  

First Lutheran Church, 
116 Inner Drive, Le Sueur MN 

St. Mary’s CCW Events 

This week our church observed two feast days of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. December 8th was the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception. Four days 
later on December 12th Our Lady of Guadalupe 
was honored.  Known as the “Patroness of the 
Americas" as well as the “Protectress of the 
Unborn”, OLG is very dear to the hearts of our 
local Hispanic community and the Mexican 
people in general, Our Lady of Guadalupe intercedes for us to 
restore respect for all human life. In art, she is shown as pregnant 
with Christ, an unmistakable witness to the sanctity of life--- of 
ALL life, from conception until natural death. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, pray for us! 
 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, look with 

compassion on your children. We need your help to keep the faith, 
to preserve the family, to work together for justice with forbearance 
and forgiveness, to live and grow in charity. With our whole heart 

we consecrate ourselves to your Immaculate Heart. Direct our 
abilities, our efforts, to the furthering of God’s kingdom on earth. 

May we do our part to make ourselves and the Americas more 
worthy of the love you show for us. Looking on your image, may 

we grow in the likeness of your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Church Cleaning -  Lynn Selly & Jayne Gehrke are scheduled to clean 
the church by December 20. 

St. Henry News 

Thank you to all those who paid dues and donated to the 
fall NO SALAD luncheon! We wish every one a Blessed 
Christmas filled with the love of Christ! 

St. Mary Calvary Cemetery 
Maintenance and Beautification Projects Update 

Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows, Statue 
This statue, with its great beauty and grace, has been placed on the 
North side of the already existing cemetery cross. In addition, the cross 
itself has been refinished. We invite you to take some time to drive 
through the cemetery to see these beautiful additions. Many of our 
loved ones are at rest in our cemetery, remember to keep them and all 
the departed in your prayers. 

2021 Catholic calendars are here and are 
available in the church entrances! 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


Christmas Mass Times - No Sign up Needed 
 

Thursday, December 24: 
2:00 PM, 4:00 PM, & 
7:00 PM (Spanish) 

 
If attending Mass in the church: 

In an effort to limit Mass size the 
Archdiocese has given permission for us to 
add a 2:oo pm Mass on Christmas Eve Day. 
It is our hope that the 4:oo pm Mass, which 
is usually quite full, will be smaller due to 

some families attending the 2:oo pm Mass.  
The 8:00 am Mass on Christmas Day at St. 

Henry may also become too full to follow the state guidelines, so 
we ask in advance for your understanding if you should be turned 
away (if we reach 50% capacity) and appreciate your flexibility to 
then attend the 10:00 am Mass at St. Mary. At St. Mary we have 
the social hall set up for extra seating. It’s a big open space with 

chairs arranged at least 6 feet apart. The video on the large screen 
and the audio are both clear. An Extraordinary Minister will bring 

Holy Communion into the Social Hall.  
 

Alternatives to attending Mass in the church: 
All Christmas Masses will be live-streamed for you to be able to 
participate from your home or you are also welcome to attend 

Mass in the St. Mary parking lot via live-stream or using the FM 
radio audio broadcast at station 90.7.  Holy Communion will be 

brought outside to those in their cars during the usual Communion 
time. If you’d like to receive Communion, please park toward the 
front, if possible, and turn on your car lights during Communion 
and an Extraordinary Minister will bring Communion out to you. 

Friday, December 25: 
8:00 AM (St. Henry) 

& 10:00 AM 

Christmas Mass Times at Nativity/Marysburg 
 

Christmas Eve Thursday, December 24: 
2:00 PM  Nativity        4:00 PM Nativity        6:00 PM  Marysburg 

 

Christmas Day Friday, December 25: 
8:30 AM  Nativity        10:30 AM  Marysburg 

Help Needed - Christmas Church Decorating 
Would you like to be part of the process of creating an experience of awe, reverence, and wonder this 
Christmas Season? Our humble additions to the presence of Christ, already in the tabernacle, lead us to 
prayer and praise. Our decorating team strives for noble simplicity that draws people to the true nature of the 
mystery being celebrated. This is truly a labor of love and takes many hands and hours to complete. Please 
join us on Wednesday, December 23, at 5:30 pm. You do not need to have an artful eye, just a 
willingness to follow direction and be able to lift and carry. If you are able to help, come and join us. 

Symbolism in Advent Decorations 
You have certainly noticed that in addition to our Advent Wreath at St. Mary we also have an Advent Tree. Like 
the Advent wreath the evergreens symbolize our everlasting relationship with God, the source of continuous new 
life. Purple is the royal color reflecting the kingship of Christ and also repentance. The rose color, represents joy, 
which is expressed on the Third Sunday of Advent. The lighting of another candle each week on the Advent 
Wreath, reminds us that the incarnation (God becoming man) has transformed the darkness of hatred and evil 
into the light of joy and love. Have you noticed our Advent tree, too, has additions each week which represent our 
growing anticipation of the arrival of Christ this Christmas and in His second coming! 

 

Advent and Christmas 2020 

Reconciliation Service with 
Communal Absolution 

Sunday, December 20 
6:00 pm at St. Mary 

 

What? A reconciliation service with communal 
absolution.  Communal absolution means absolution 
of sins without individual confession of sins to a 
priest beforehand. 
 

Why? Due to the pandemic, the Vatican has 
temporarily granted permission for communal 
absolution world-wide.  We have chosen to offer 
this because we know that there are some who may 
desire the sacrament, but who don’t feel safe 
coming to confess individually due to the virus. 
 

How will it work? The penance service will occur  
in the church in a way similar to Mass. There will 
be a reading from scripture, a homily, and time for 
an examination of conscience. Then the service will 
conclude with absolution.  The service will also be 
broadcast via FM transmitter (FM 90.7) into the 
parking lot so that parishioners have the option to 
attend in their cars without coming into the building.   
 

Is absolution allowed to be given through the 
radio? Sacramental absolution is permitted to be 
given with live electronic amplification so long as it 
is at least within seeing/hearing distance. Practically, 
how we will do it for this service is that the priest 
will offer absolution for those in the church first, 
then he will walk outside and give absolution to 
those in their cars. Since, absolution cannot be given 
remotely, the service will not be live-streamed.   
 

What’s the catch? Due to the impor tance of 
individual confession, the Church still requires 
recipients of communal absolution to confess any 
mortal sins (i.e. serious sins) individually within 
one year’s time. 

Christmas Flower Offering envelopes can be found in our church entrances and at the church office 
door for those who don’t receive contribution envelopes (electronic giving). Feel free to list who you are giving 
your donation in memory/honor of and we will list them in our December 27 bulletin. 

December 5-6, 2020                St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00        $      825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    2917.25         $      343.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1120.00         $      120.00     
Plate            $        45.00         $        19.00 
 

Total            $    4082.25         $      482.00 
 

Diff. from budget                  -$      147.75        -$     343.00 
  

Weekly Building Fund          $    1206.50 
 
 

We appreciate your continued monetary support and prayers for our 
building. Maintenance is ongoing with any building, so we anticipate 
more repairs and replacements will be needed in the future. 

Parish Stewardship 

January 2 - February 28, 2021 Altar Ministry Schedule - Please submit dates that you are unavailable to serve to 
the parish office or email gloriagw@frontier.com by Monday, Dec 14. Please remember Masses on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17, 9:00AM & 6:00PM when you are looking at your calendar (Mass times may change due to the pandemic). 
 

“Every dollar makes a difference in covering our expenses,” says a Trappist abbot. Hundreds of US 
religious communities struggle to provide for aging members because most senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests served for little pay. Your gift helps these communities bridge 
the gap, offering support for medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please be generous. 
For your convenience we included an envelope in last weekend’s bulletin. Please place your 
donation in the envelope or any envelope marked “Religious Retirement Fund” and drop in 
the collection basket this weekend, bring to the parish office throughout the week, or mail it 
to Church of St. Mary, 165 N Waterville Ave, Le Center. Thank you! 

December 19 - December 20:  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Lector Extraordinary Minister Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Patricia Germscheid     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Maureen Blaschko Darian Hunt Scott Blaschko 
Robert Goettl 
Brad O'Keefe 
Brendan O'Keefe 

December 24 – December 25:  
Christmas  

Lector Extraordinary Minister Ushers 

Thursday, 2:00 PM (St. Mary) 
Christmas Eve 

Volunteer Needed Darcy Schloesser 
Volunteer Needed 

Donald Hayden 
3 Volunteers Needed 

Thursday, 4:00 PM (St. Mary) 
Christmas Eve 

Jean Cemensky-Mohr 
  

Marlaine Smisek 
Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed 
Norman Schmidt 
Timothy Widmer 
Phil Campbell 

Friday, 8:00 AM (St. Henry) 
Christmas Day 

Mike Boettcher     

Friday, 10:00 AM (St. Mary) 
Christmas Day 

Shannon Holicky Patrick Traxler 
Volunteer Needed 

Aaron Blaschko 
Paul Factor 
Jeremy Gindt 
Peter Plut 

If you are able to help out in any of the “Volunteer Needed” positions above, please email gloriagw@frontier.com or 
call the parish office. Extraordinary Ministers are needed at our Masses to take Communion to the Social Hall, parking 
lot, and choir loft. If you are not able to fill your position, please find a substitute. Thank you to all our wonderful 
volunteers! You are an essential part of our liturgy! 

Please note, due to IRS tax laws, end-of-year 
donations to the parish or building fund must 
be turned in by 5 PM closing of the office on 
Wednesday, December 30, placed in the 
Saturday, December 26 or Sunday, December 
27 collection basket or the Thursday, December 
31, 5PM Mass collection basket. Your end-of-year 
donation can also be mailed with a postmark of 
December 31 (or earlier) in order to be reported on 
2020 giving statements. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of making a special gift to St. 
Mary or St. Henry at this time of year! 


