
Donated by:          In Memory/Honor of: 
 

Jean Cemensky-Mohr            Joseph Jr. & JoAnn Cemensky 
      Joseph & Milda Androli                                    
      Joseph Sr. & Katherine Cemensky 
      Sr. Agnita Mohr           
      Mike & Agnes Trezcinski  
                   

Don & Mary Hayden   Jerry & Mabel Hayden 
      Jeffrey J. Hayden 
      Rosemary Hayden Storberg 
 

Mary Dwyer     Eugene H Dwyer 
  
Judy & Dave Ykema   Blaschko & Ykema deceased family members 
 

Tom & Mariane Beer   Don & Patty Gibbs 
      Leonard Beer 
 

Theresa Prososki    Louis Prososki 
      Diane Prososki 
      Jim & Charlene Campbell 
  

Kenny & Dolo Kalina   Giesen & Kalina families 
 

Fran Christian    Harry Christian 
 

Pete & Stephanie Plut   Ray & Phyllis Plut 
 

Mike & Kathy Siebsen   Patrick & Viola Cooney 
 

Dorothy Vavra    Milo Vavra 
      Dorothy Vavra family 
      Donald Minni 
 

Mary Kelly family    Dennis Kelly 
      Mike & Mary Dressen 
      John & Carol Kelly 
      Pam Kelly 
      LaFar Dressen 
 

Margaret Traxler    Ed & Agnes Krenik 
      CC & Gladys Traxler 
      Charles L Traxler 
 

Gwen Wallskog    Jerry Wallskog 
 

Clarence & Deb Mager 
 

Mike & Darcy Schloesser 
 

Sandra K Blaschko 
 

Brent & Angie Christian 
 

Corey & Alyssa Block 
 

Dareld & Carole Benz 
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Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Timothy Sandquist (ext 307) ftsandquist@gmail.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant: Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) 

              angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       
 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  
 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday - 5:00 PM at St. Henry (in the church) 

Sunday - at St. Mary (in the church) 

  9:00 AM - English 

               12:00 PM - Spanish 
The Archbishop has made it abundantly clear that no one is obliged to 

attend Sunday Mass during the time of this pandemic. Therefore, if you 
judge it safer for you not to attend Mass at any point during this pandemic, 

let your conscience be at peace. To help you stay connected the best we are 
able, we will continue to live stream our Sunday Masses whenever possible.  
 

Daily Mass - in St. Mary Church Building 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays & 
Fridays, 6-6:30pm at the Church of St. Mary in Le Center in the parish 
building entrance by the office. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in the main church from 7:00-9:00 
pm Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday, & Friday 9:30-11:30 am.  

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
January 10, 2021  

 

“The Lord was 

Baptized, not to be 

cleansed Himself, 

but to cleanse the 

waters, so that 

those waters, 

cleansed by the 

flesh of Christ 

which knew no sin, 

might have the 

power of Baptism.” 
 

  -St. Ambrose of Milan  



From the Pastor’s Desk 

COVID Vaccine Ethics 
 

To the relief of many, there are now several apparently effective COVID 
vaccines being administered throughout the world.  But while many are thrilled 
about these vaccines, there are some who are seriously concerned about them. 
One of the concerns that a number of Catholics have is an ethical one.  
 

There are currently three vaccines that either are already available or are likely 
to be made available in the coming months: the Pfizer, Moderna, and 
AstraZeneca vaccines.  The ethical concern that many Catholics have 
expressed about these vaccines has to do with their connection to abortion.   
 

All three of these vaccines have at least some connection to a fetal cell line 
known as HEK-293 that was derived from a likely aborted fetus in 1972. Cells 
were harvested from the kidney of this fetus which were then cultured to 
reproduce indefinitely. These cells have been multiplying and have been used 
in experiments and certain other vaccines for decades. 
 

In the case of the COVID vaccine frontrunners, the least controversial and 
least morally compromised vaccine is the Pfizer one.  Fetal cell lines were not 
used in any way in this vaccine until after it was made.  HEK-293 cells were 
used to test the completed vaccine to see if it responded as expected.  On the 
other hand, the vaccine with the strongest connection to fetal cell lines is the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. The HEK-293 cell line was used in all parts of the 
process: in the design, development, and production stages in addition to 
confirmatory testing.  This means that its connection to the fetal cell line is ongoing. 
 

The Moderna vaccine is where it gets more complicated.  It has been widely 
reported that this vaccine, like the Pfizer vaccine, used fetal cell lines only in 
confirmatory testing. However, one organization dedicated to ethical vaccine 
production called the Children of God for Life (COGFL) claims that this is 
factually incorrect. COGFL claims that fetal cell lines were, in fact, used in the 
original vaccine research, development, and production of the Moderna 
Vaccine in addition to the confirmatory testing. They cite numerous scientific 
papers as evidence for this. The National Catholic Register published an article 
about this called Measuring Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine on Nov. 20th. 
 

While most documents and articles, including one from the United States 
bishops, continue to indicate that the Moderna Vaccine used fetal cell lines 
only for confirmatory testing, COGFL continues to dispute this and their 
argument appears to have gone unanswered.  All I can say is that I will have to 
wait for more experts to weigh in on this. 
 

Why does all this matter? It matters because receiving a vaccine that makes 
use of unethically derived fetal cell lines cooperates to some degree in the 
original immoral act and potentially serves to normalize these practices in 
science. But while this is true, it must also be said that remote cooperation in 
evil is not always forbidden.  For example, if a man is robbed at gunpoint and 
consents to give the robber his money, while the man has cooperated in the 
robbery, that doesn’t mean he acted immorally. This is because he had a 
proportionate reason to do so (his life was in danger) and he didn’t do anything 
directly immoral in the process. In the same way, cooperation with vaccines 
tainted by illicit cell lines can be morally permitted, provided that there is a 
proportionate reason to do so and there is no other alternative.  This is why the 
U.S. bishops said that “the AstraZeneca vaccine should be avoided,” but 
considered that it could be permissible to receive even this vaccine if there are 
a “lack of alternatives” due to the serious risk to the public health. 
 

So, should you be vaccinated? I cannot answer that question yes or no.  On the 
one hand, no one should be forced to cooperate with the practice of using illicit 
cell lines in vaccine development. On the other hand, we are not forbidden to 
do so for a proportionate reason, especially taking into account our neighbor’s 
safety. If one does get vaccinated, he or she ought to choose the least morally 
compromised vaccine available. And if one does not, he or she must take due 
precautions to limit the risk endangering the health of others. Either way, the 
bishops remind us that we “must continue to do what we can to ensure the 
development, production, and distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine without any 
connection to abortion and to help change what has become the standard 
practice in much medical research, a practice in which certain morally 
compromised cell lines are routinely used as a matter of course, with no 
consideration of the moral question concerning the origins of those cell lines.” 
 

-Fr. Sandquist 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

The statewide mask mandate requires wearing of 
a face mask in all public indoor spaces. 

 

Monday, January 11 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

Tuesday, January 12  
5:00 pm Mass Donna & Edward Dudley†† 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
  

Wednesday, January 13 
9:00 am Mass Mary Bridget Krenik† 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Family Group B 
                                           (in the church) 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation 2nd & 9th grade  
                                       (in classrooms) 
 

Thursday, January 14 
9:00 am Mass Evelyn Blank† 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

Friday, January 15 
9:00 am Mass Virginia Stoering† 
9:30 am-11:30 am Adoration (in the church) 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
 

Saturday, January 16 
11:00 am Installation Mass (see bulletin for details) 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Bernard Widmer & Gary  
                Goettl †† 
 

Sunday, January 17 

9:00 am Mass (in the church) Sandra Goettl†, & Living  
               & Deceased of Mary Jo Stocker family 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (in the church) For the Parish 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday,  January 17, 2021 

1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 

1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20   John 1:35-42 

Church Cleaning -  Charlene Boettcher & Terry 
Blaschko are scheduled to clean the church by January 17. 

St. Henry News 

Cemetery Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 21 
7:00 PM in the Social Hall 

at Church of St. Mary 

Donated by:                   In Memory/Honor of: 
 

Bill Hoffman     Lillian Hoffman 
      Jennifer Gruetzmacher 
      John & Martha Hoffman 
      Joe & Lil Budin 
 

Patti Gruetzmacher    Jennifer Gruetzmacher 
      Lillian Hoffman 
 

John & Shirley Bartusek   Bartusek & Svoboda Families 
 

Richard Bradshaw    Jason Bradshaw   
      Sandi Bradshaw 
 

Charlotte Simonette    LeRoy Simonette 
      Tim Simonette 
 

Gary L. Holicky    Christine Holicky 
 

Colin Mangan    Mr. & Mrs. John Hagert 
      Mr. & Mrs. Leo Mangan 
 

Don Callisto     Bonnie Callisto 
 

Kathleen A Hunt    Michael & Mary Hunt 
      Thomas J Hunt 
      Sheehy/Hunt Families 
      Mary Jean Hunt 
 

Don & Bonnie Reak    Millerd & JoAnn Helling 
      Stanley & Bessie Reak 
      James & Matthew Helling 
 

Sandy Pinney    Alan Pinney 
      Kevin & Luella McGillen 
 

Jerre Richter               Roy Richter 
      Gordon & Lorraine Sykora 
      John & Mary Pivec Lukes 
      Marie Gallagher 
      William & Emily Benzick  
 

Joan McCourtney    Jack McCourtney 
      J.F. & Judy McCourtney 
      Herb & Helen Sheehy 
 

Kathleen Schroer    Victor Schroer 
 

Lisa Stier     Alvin, Gen, & John Hennen 
 

Madonna Russo    John & Lucille Muggli 
 

Rose Krenik     Terry Krenik 
      Monica Holicky 
 

Dorothy Scheurer    Greg Scheurer 
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https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


Sacramental Life 

Please Pray 
 

Part of our Christian duty is to pray for each other. 
The following have asked for your prayers:  

 
Jolene Zell    Holden Zell    Dave Krenik 

Dave Farm    Ann Wesley Skalicky 
Gene Holicky   Mary Jo Smith 

  
We also keep in prayer all residents at area assisted living and 
long-term care facilities and our homebound parishioners.  

MEALS ON WHEELS IS 
IN NEED OF A VOLUNTEER 

 

      1 week open: 
 

March 15-19 
 

If you are able to serve or have questions 
about what is involved in volunteering for 

Meals On Wheels, please contact Tara at the 
Church of St. Mary, Le Center, Parish Office. 

 
 
 

NEXT WEEKEND-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, January 16 & 17 
The statewide mask mandate requires the wearing of a face mask. In 

addition, use hand sanitizer as you enter and exit the church, 
maintain 6 feet social distance, and please stay home if you are 

experiencing any cold like symptoms. 
Please be aware that we will have limited seating. 

We ask that if the center of the pew is open to please move to the 
center, so as others arrive they can sit on the ends.  

 

Saturday, January 16, 5PM Mass at Church of St. Henry 
 

Sunday, January 17, 9AM Mass at Church of St. Mary 
 We have the social hall set up for extra seating. It’s a big open 
space with chairs arranged at least 6 feet apart. The video on the 

large screen and the audio are both clear. An Extraordinary Minister 
will bring Communion into the Social Hall.  

You are also welcome to attend Mass in the parking lot via live-
stream or using the FM radio audio broadcast at station 

90.7.  Holy Communion will be brought outside to those in their 
cars during the usual Communion time. 

If you’d like to receive Communion, please turn on your car lights 
and an Extraordinary Minister will bring Communion out to you. 

 

Sunday, January 17 - Spanish Mass at 12PM  

Faith Formation 
 

Welcome back! We were so happy to have kids back at 
Faith Formation this last week! 
 

Faith Formation classes are held from 6:30-7:30 pm. 
The schedule is as follows: 
 

January 13 – 2nd, 9th, Family Faith Formation GROUP B 
January 20 – 2nd grade parent meeting at 5:30 pm in  
      the social hall, 9th, Family Faith Formation GROUP A 
January 24 – 2nd grade First Reconciliation at 3 pm. 
 

Steubenville Rochester 
Youth Conference  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

All current 8th – 12th grade students 
are invited to participate in this 

July 23-25, 2021 (DATE CHANGE) 
weekend conference packed with 

great speakers, small group 
discussions, Mass, Reconciliation, and Adoration.   

 

Read more about it here: 
https://steubenvilleconferences.com/events/nroch/ 

Registrations for Steubenville Rochester Youth 
Conference will be available in January! 

 

“May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we 
put hope in you.” Psalm 33:22 

 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 
507-357-4838 

Please feel free to stop in early this week to take 
home a poinsettia plant. They will be in the 
Narthex/Social Hall area once they are available 
(starting late Monday afternoon). 
 

As the Christmas Season comes to an end we once again 
extend our  gratitude to all those who contributed to the 
purchase of the Christmas flowers (see bulletin insert). 
They truly draw us to the altar of our Lord, our savior, 
born for us! 
 

Thank you to our wonderful team of volunteers who 
worked many hours to decorate for  the Advent and 
Christmas Seasons and to change it all back to Ordinary 
time. May God Bless You! 
 

 

Installation Mass of Our New Pastor 
Saturday, January 16, 2021 11:00 am 

at Church of St. Mary 
Churches of 

St. Mary, St. Henry, 
Immaculate 

Conception and 
Nativity proudly 

invite you to join us 
virtually as we celebrate the Installation of our new pastor, 

Fr. James Stiles by the Very Reverend Brandon Theisen. We 
will celebrate this blessed occasion through 

worship, God’s Word, and the Eucharist. 
 

Due to space limitations this Mass will 
be attended in person by 

representatives of each parish by 
invitation only. However, since your 

virtual presence and prayer will make 
this event a memorable experience for 
Fr. Stiles and our congregation, it will 

be live-streamed for you to join in. 

January 2-3, 2021                   St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00         $      825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $ 10,247.46         $     2430.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $      795.00         $       120.00     
Plate            $      280.00         $         31.00 
  

Total            $  11322.46         $     2581.00 
 

Diff. from budget                +$    7092.46       +$    1756.00 
  

Weekly Building Fund          $      855.00 
 

Solemnity of Mary          $      378.25  $     140.00 
 
 

Parish Stewardship St. Mary Calvary Cemetery Maintenance 
and Beautification Projects 

 

You can give to this project in the 
same manner as used for the Sunday 

Collection. You can note on your 
check memo line “Cemetery Project” 
and/or place in an envelope marked 

the same. Feel free to indicate if you’d 
like your donation to go to the statue 

or the roads or both. 
Gifts of any amount are welcome - 

Thank you! 
 

Total Cost of Projects:   $32,664.00         
Raised to Date:   $31,555.00 

Weekly Giving envelopes are at the back of the church at St. Mary & St. Henry. Please pick yours 
up at your convenience. If you don’t find your name and would like envelopes, stop in at the parish 

office and we will be happy to issue you envelopes. If you have decided to switch to electronic 
giving, please let the office know and we will no longer order envelopes for you.  

 

Since late 1995 taxpayers in the state of Minnesota have paid about $27 million to take the lives of more than 90,000 unborn 
babies in our state.  Twenty-five years ago, on December 15, 1995, the MN Supreme Court ruled in the case of Doe v. Gomez 
to require taxpayer funding of elective abortions. Prior to the Doe v. Gomez decision, MN law prohibited the funding of 
elective abortions by taxpayers.  
 

On December 3, 2020, a bill, H.F. 4404/H.F.4403 and S.F. 4271 authored by Rep. Marion O’Neill (R-Maple Lake) and Sen. 
Carrie Rund (R-Breezy Point) challenged the 1995 state Supreme Court decision, Doe v. Gomez, that requires Medicaid 
funding of abortion for pregnant women who receive state assistance. Scott Fischbach, MCCL Executive Director, stated, 
“Abortion isn't a public good deserving of public funding. It’s an injustice against both unborn children and their mothers. 
Taxpayers should not be forced to be part of this.” 
 

What can we do?  We can educate family and friends, giving them the facts about taxpayer-funded abortion.  We can contact 
our state lawmakers urging them to support the bill.  We can vote pro-life because the ultimate goal is to overturn Doe v. Gomez. 
 

Source: Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) News, Vol. 50 #5, Nov.-Dec. 2020, MCCL.org  4249 Nicollet Ave. Mpls, MN 55409  Tel. 612.825.6831  
 

Gov. Tim Walz 651-201-3400    State Legislators:  House 651-296-2146    Senate 651-296-0504    leg.mn.gov/leg/legislators 
Contact by email: rep.firstname.lastname@house.mn    sen.firstname.lastname@senate.mn   

 
The next pro-life meeting will be held on Monday, January 11 at 1pm at the home of Rose Krenik. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Start the New Year With Giving Electronically 
Electronic gifts are fast and secure, and they reduce administrative and envelope costs, allowing more of every dollar to fund 
the works of God which we are called to do. If you would like to give electronically, visit our website www.stmarysthenry.org 

and under “Vanco Online Giving”, on the right hand side of the page, click on: 
“Give Online Now - St. Mary” or “Give Online Now - St. Henry” 

The process is quick and simple and you have complete control of your donation amount and 
when you want to give. Set it up and forget it or donate week by week. 

Thank you for your generosity in the New Year! 

January 16 - January 17: Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Lector Extraordinary Minister Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Mike Boettcher     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Julie Deutsch Kae Traxler Aaron Blaschko 
Philip Campbell 
Wayne Schloesser 
Don Reak 


