
We extend our thoughts and 

sympathies to the family and friends 
of Anna Mae (Stocker) Barklow and 
Nancy Stocker.  Both of whom 

passed away on January 21. 
 

We offer our prayers and condolences to the 
Joyce and Dale Traxler family on the passing 
of their son, Bruce Traxler, on January 24. 
 

May God’s infinite love and mercy bring these 
families comfort and peace. 

Church Cleaning -  Kim Brockway, Shelly Frederickson, & Julie 
Brockway are scheduled to clean the church by February 7. 

St. Henry News 

 
 

 

NEXT WEEKEND-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday & Sunday - February 6-7 
The statewide mask mandate requires the wearing of a face mask. In 

addition, use hand sanitizer as you enter and exit the church, 
maintain 6 feet social distance, and please stay home if you are 

experiencing any cold like symptoms. 
Please be aware that we will have limited seating. 

We ask that if the center of the pew is open to please move to the 
center, so as others arrive they can sit on the ends.  

 

Saturday, February 6, 5PM Mass at Church of St. Henry 
 

Sunday, February 7, 9AM Mass at Church of St. Mary 
 We have the social hall set up for extra seating. It’s a big open 
space with chairs arranged at least 6 feet apart. The video on the 

large screen and the audio are both clear. An Extraordinary Minister 
will bring Communion into the Social Hall.  

You are also welcome to attend Mass in the parking lot via live-
stream or using the FM radio audio broadcast at station 

90.7.  Holy Communion will be brought outside to those in their 
cars during the usual Communion time. 

If you’d like to receive Communion, please turn on your car lights 
and an Extraordinary Minister will bring Communion out to you. 

 

Sunday, February 7 - Spanish Mass at 12PM  

Faith Formation 

First Reconciliation 
Congratulations to the 2nd grade students who 

received their First Reconciliation on  
Sunday, January 24th. Continued prayers are 

asked as they prepare for receiving their  
First Communion on May 2nd. 

 

NET Retreat Wednesday, February 24, 2021 from 
3:15-9:00pm for all 9

th
 grade Confirmation students. 

Come as soon as you can after school. This will be 
an evening of inspirational talks, group discussions, 
dinner, Mass & music. Remember attending this 
retreat is a requirement for Confirmation. 

 

Steubenville Rochester 
Youth Conference  

 

 

All current 8th – 12th grade students 
are invited to participate in this 

July 23-25, 2021 weekend 
conference packed with great 

speakers, small group discussions, 
Mass, Reconciliation, and Adoration. 

Registrations will be available SOON!! 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
 

February 3 – 2nd & 9th grade classes, Family Faith  
     Formation GROUP A 
February 10 – 2nd & 9th grade classes, Family Faith  
     Formation GROUP B 
February 17 – ASH WEDNESDAY, all students attend  
     Mass with their families at 6pm 
February 24 – NET RETREAT – 9th grade confirmation  
     students, 3:15-9pm.  No other FF classes 
March 3 - 2nd & 9th grade classes, Family Faith  
     Formation GROUP A 
 
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 

Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
1 John 1:7 

 

 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 

Sacramental Life 

Please Note: We will not have daily Mass on 
Wednesday, February 10*.  
 

*There will be a daily Mass on Wednesday, 
February 10 at Immaculate Conception, 
Marysburg at 8am. 

Please note that you are welcome to bring old 
palms to the church. Please do so by Sunday, 
February 7. You can bring them to the parish 
office during our open hours or leave them in the 
church entrances at St. Mary when you are here 
for Sunday Mass and we will pick them up. They 
will be burned shortly after that date and made 
ready to be used on Ash Wednesday (February 17). 

February 17, 2021     Ash Wednesday 
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

9:00 AM Mass (St. Mary) 
6:00 PM Mass (St. Mary) 

8:00 AM Mass (Immaculate 

Conception - Marysburg) 

6:30 PM Mass (Nativity - Cleveland) 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Timothy Sandquist (ext 307) ftsandquist@gmail.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant: Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) 

              angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       
 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  
 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday - 5:00 PM at St. Henry (in the church) 

Sunday - at St. Mary (in the church) 

  9:00 AM - English 

               12:00 PM - Spanish 
The Archbishop has made it abundantly clear that no one is obliged to 

attend Sunday Mass during the time of this pandemic. Therefore, if you 
judge it safer for you not to attend Mass at any point during this pandemic, 

let your conscience be at peace. To help you stay connected the best we are 
able, we will continue to live stream our Sunday Masses whenever possible.  
 

Daily Mass - in St. Mary Church Building 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays & 
Fridays, 6-6:30pm at the Church of St. Mary in Le Center in the parish 
building entrance by the office. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in the main church from 7:00-9:00 
pm Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday, & Friday 9:30-11:30 am.  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
January 31, 2021  

February 2 - Feast of The Presentation of the Lord 
 

Every Holy Mass in 

which we participate is 

our presentation. 

Hence, we need to live 

our daily lives with the 

awareness that we are 

consecrated to God 

and that we are 

obliged, with the help 

of the Holy Spirit, to 

lead holy lives. 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Priestly Celibacy 
 

My former pastor, Father (now Bishop) DeGrood would joke with 
his brothers about why they were bald and he was not: They chose 
marriage and he chose celibacy. 
 

Joking aside, there are many people who wonder why the Catholic 
Church doesn’t let priests get married.  After all, wouldn’t opening 
up the priesthood to married men help out with the current priest 
shortage? 
 

I used to think that the reasons for priestly celibacy were purely 
practical.  I thought, for example, that one of the main reasons was 
that priests didn’t have enough time for a family. But this does not 
get to the heart of it. 
 

The real reason for priestly celibacy can be found in the second 
reading this Sunday.  Here St. Paul says, 

“Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of 
anxieties. An unmarried man is anxious about the things 
of the Lord, how he may please the Lord. But a married 
man is anxious about the things of the world, how he 
may please his wife, and he is divided” (1 Cor 7:32) 

 

In this verse, we see that celibacy (i.e. the commitment to remain 
unmarried) is all about giving one’s whole self to the Lord.  We, of 
course, are all supposed to give ourselves to the Lord. But celibacy 
allows one to give one’s self in a fuller and more complete way. 
This is because it allows you to give God even that part of your heart 
that would otherwise be given to your spouse.  It’s about giving God 
your undivided attention. This is the real purpose of celibacy. 
 

For me personally, celibacy and the desire to be a priest are directly 
linked. To be honest, I wouldn’t want to be a married priest.  To be a 
priest while having a family would make my priesthood more like a 
day job than a way of life. 
 

Since becoming a priest, I’ve also noticed a great gift that comes 
with celibacy.  I’ve discovered that when you give up a family of 
your own to follow the Lord, you become, in a sense, part of 
everyone’s family.  People invite you more deeply into their lives in 
a way that they wouldn’t otherwise.  
 

While a married priesthood is not impossible (there are married 
priests in the eastern Catholic Church), it is doubtful that it would 
result in more priests in the long term.  The Protestants have married 
clergy and they are certainly not bursting at the seams right now. 
 

It would be worthwhile for us to reflect on what would be lost if 
clerical celibacy were done away with. There would, of course, be 
the practical considerations: priests would have less time and cost 
more due to the need to support a family.  But far more significant 
would be the loss of a powerful sign.  Celibacy makes priests icons 
of Jesus who was himself celibate.  Jesus didn’t marry because he 
came for another bride: the Church (see Mark 2:19 & 2 Cor 11:2).  
Celibacy is also a desperately needed sign for the world. It’s like a 
billboard that shouts, “This world is not all that there is! There is 
something more than this life worth living for!” 
 

Please pray for priests that we may better love the Lord with 
undivided hearts and image Christ for all to see. 
 

-Fr. Sandquist 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

The statewide mask mandate requires wearing of 
a face mask in all public indoor spaces. 

 

Monday, February 1 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
11:00 am Funeral Mass Bruce Traxler† 
5:00 pm Mass Thomas & Michael Thornton†† 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
  

Wednesday, February 3 
9:00 am Mass Marlene Emmers† 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Family Group A 
                                           (in the church) 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation 2nd & 9th grade  
                                           (in classrooms) 
 

Thursday, February 4 
9:00 am Mass Terry Krenik† 
7:00 –9:00 pm Adoration - (in the church) 
 

FIRST Friday, February 5 
9:00 am Mass Jerry Stocker† & Nancy Stocker† 
9:30 am-11:30 am Adoration (in the church) 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (building office entrance) 
 

Saturday, February 6 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Shannon Widmer† 
 

Sunday, February 7 

9:00 am Mass (in the church) Jean Von Bank†, & Erin  
                Randall† 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (in the church) For the Parish 
 
 
 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday,  February 7, 2021 

Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23     Mark 1:29-39 

St. Mary's Thrift Store 
69 E Minnesota St., Le Center 

   507-357-6942   OPEN: 
Tuesdays & Thursdays  1-4 PM 

Please note: Fr. Sandquist will 
be out of the office from 
February 8-February 16. 

Fr. Stiles and parish staff will be 
available to address any needs 
you may have during this time. 
We pray for Fr. Sandquist that 

his time away will be relaxing and enjoyable! 

Sisters of Life 
 

At daily Mass recently, Fr. Stiles told us that his youngest sister 
is a religious who resides in New York and belongs to the 
“Sisters of Life". Having just commemorated on January 22nd 
the tragic law of Roe v. Wade that has taken the lives of over 61 
MILLION babies in our country, it is edifying to know that the 
battle for life is being assisted by an order of religious sisters. 
 

The “Sisters of Life" website states that they are a 
contemplative/active order who, in addition to taking vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedience, also take a fourth vow to 
protect and enhance the sacredness of human life. They serve 
women who are vulnerable to abortion, giving them the support 
and resources to be able to choose life for themselves and their 
babies.  In addition, they help women who have suffered after an 
abortion to encounter the mercy and healing of Jesus Christ. 
 

John Cardinal O’Connor of New York, who founded the order 
in 1991, wrote: “The charism of the Sisters of Life is to mother 
the mothers of the unborn, to mother the unborn, to mother those 
who are frail, ill and vulnerable; all those who are in danger of 
being put to death, and whose lives the world considers useless.” 
Source: sistersoflife.org 
 
 

The next Pro-Life meeting will be held on Monday, 
February 1st at 1:00 pm at the home of Angie Whipps. 

 

January 23-24, 2021                  St. Mary             St. Henry 
 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00         $      825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    1711.76         $       435.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $      280.00         $         70.00     
Plate            $      164.00         $         24.00 
  

Total            $    2155.76         $       529.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 -$     2074.24        -$       296.00 
  

Weekly Building Fund          $          1.84 
 
 
 
 
 

You may have noticed that your 2021 box of envelopes no longer has a 
column for the New Community Center Offering. Since the new building 
is paid for, it was decided this should be removed from the envelopes. 
However, we appreciate your continued monetary support and prayers 
for our building. Maintenance is ongoing with any building, so we 
anticipate that repairs and replacements will be needed in the future. If 
you would like to give to the building fund, you can mark on your check 
memo line or on the envelope that your donation is for the building. 

Parish Stewardship PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 
March-April 2021 Altar Ministry Schedule (Altar 
Servers, Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, & 
Ushers) - Please submit dates that you are 
unavailable to serve to the parish office or email 
gloriagw@frontier.com by Monday, February 8. 
Please remember Masses on the following days when you 
are looking at your calendar: 
 

Holy Thursday - April 1, 7:00PM 
Good Friday - April 2, 3:00PM 
Easter Vigil - April 3, 8:30PM (St Mary) 
Easter Sunday - April 4, 8:00AM (St Henry) & 10:00AM  
(St. Mary)  - These  times and locations may change as we 
make adjustments due to the pandemic. 
 

It’s also very helpful to know if you are able and willing 
to serve at one of the above Masses. Thank you! 
 

We have received notification from the Archdiocese Office of 
Worship that Altar Servers can now be fulfilling their duties at 
our weekend Masses. We feel that we can do this safely. 
Please contact Gloria, in the parish office, to let her know if 
your child does not want to be scheduled for the March-
April 2021 schedule. If she does not hear from you she will 
schedule your child. The St. Mary Altar Servers will be 
scheduled at the 9AM Sunday Mass and the St. Henry Altar 
Servers will be scheduled at the 5 PM Saturday Mass. We 
realize with the change of times you may not be attending Mass 
at the parish you did in the past.  If that is the case, just let Gloria 
know and she will schedule your child at the parish where you 
are now attending. 

February 6 - February 7: Fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Lector Extraordinary Minister Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) 
Dale Riebel     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Maureen Blaschko Debra O'Connell Robert Closser 
Donald Hayden 
Peter Plut 
Wayne Schloesser 

Le Sueur County FREE Food Distribution 
Open to all households that are in need! 

 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021  
2-3:30 pm (or until food is gone) 

First Lutheran Church 
116 Inner Drive, Le Sueur, MN 

Vehicles will enter the Parking Lot 
off of Elmwood Ave & exit onto 

Inner Drive. If you have 
questions, please call the 
Le Center Food Shelf at 

507-357-4076 
 

 It is asked that participants have their vehicles 
(including trunks) cleaned out so the boxes will fit. 

Each household will receive:  1 gallon of Milk, 
Apples, Potatoes, Onions, Cantaloupe, Yogurt 

Cups, Mozzarella Loaf, Butter, Smokies, Chicken 
Meatballs, Liquid Eggs  (boxes may vary a little 

depending on what is available) 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/

