
SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
 

We need volunteers for Totus Tuus & VBS – If you attended Family Faith Formation in 2020-21 and will be in the 8th or 

9th grade this fall you will need community service hours.  This is a GREAT opportunity to get a jump start on them! 
If you are interested please contact Angie at the Parish office, thank you! 

 

The Le Center Library is also looking for summer volunteers – stop in the library for more information! 
 

SUMMER PROGRAMS! 

REGISTRATION IS LIMITED, PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 

TOTUS TUUS (Latin for Totally Yours) is a fun and energetic parish based summer catechetical program, for grade school age 

children with a junior and senior high school component. They are dedicated to sharing the Gospel and promoting Catholic faith 
through catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness, and Eucharistic worship.  Each Totus Tuus team consists of 4 members who 

are either college students or seminarians. Their youthfulness, energy, and ability to witness to the Faith make our teachers particularly 
effective with children and young people. 

 

Grades 1-6  - Monday, July 26– Friday, July 30  from 9-2:30pm 

Grades 7-12 – Sunday, July 25 – Thursday, July 29  from 7:30-9:40pm 
 

Totus Tuus *volunteers are needed!  If you would like to help out at Totus Tuus by providing snacks, coordinating meals, 
helping in the classroom or at snack/lunch time, greeting children, hosting part of the team or providing lunch for our 4 

teachers, please call Angie at 507-357-4838.  At risk persons, persons age 65 and older and those with pre-existing health 
conditions should not volunteer. 

 

VBS – Discovery on Adventure Island 
Quest For God's Great Light!  Discovery on Adventure Island invites children to arise and shine because the light 
of God's love has come and is shining on them. The children will be empowered by exploring ways God shines 
great light in the world and by learning how they can also shine God’s light by reflecting what they’ve learned. 

 

Preschool (age 3) through Kindergarten       Sunday, August 8 – Thursday, August 12      5:30-7:30 pm each night 
 

*Volunteers are needed to lead groups, transport children to stations, and to prepare snack. 
Contact Angie if interested. 

 

*All volunteers in contact with the children must be willing to meet the Essential Three: VIRTUS training, Background Check/
Evaluation, and Code of Conduct through the Archdiocese. We are willing to provide these for both adults and youth volunteers. 

 

Registration and payments now available online @ www.stmarysthenry.org 
Registration forms can also be found by the parish office. 

 

Steubenville Rochester Youth Conference **ALMOST FULL 
All current 8th – 12th grade students are invited to participate in this July 23-25, 2021 weekend conference packed with 

great speakers, small group discussions, Mass, Reconciliation, and Adoration. REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE and are located by the parish office and ONLINE! 

 
Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation. 

For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's Church, Le Center 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these.” Matthew 19:14 

 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 

We welcome the newest member of the 
Church through the waters of Baptism:  

Emrie Elizabeth Cemenski 

Sacramental Life 

Church Cleaning -  Joan Traxler & Katie Holicky are 
scheduled to clean the church by June 20. 

St. Henry News 

Faith Formation 

St Mary’s Choir Members 
The Choir is singing every Sunday at the 9am Mass. Please 
join us when you are comfortable to do so. We only get a 
couple of minutes before each Mass to run the Responsorial 
and Gospel Acclamation. If there is a song we are singing 
that we haven’t done for a while, I will send out a text with a 
YouTube link for you to listen to. We will be meeting at the 
end of July/August to learn new songs out of the Hymnal and 
possibly new Mass parts. New members are always welcome 
to join at any time.  Youth choir members in grades 4-9 are 
welcome to sing every Sunday, if you’d like to, as well.  

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

              Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     
 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm, Weds 3-6pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:00 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Wednesdays 
from 9:30 am - 9:00 pm. The chapel is open for individuals to come 
for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

June 13, 2021  

God’s Kingdom is 

growing silently, but 

surely, because that’s 

what God’s Kingdom 

does. We won’t see the 

Kingdom in full flower 

until we enter into our 
heavenly reward. 

Until then, no matter 

how dark and hopeless 

our world may seem, 

we live, work, and 

pray with trust that it 

is all going according 

to God’s plan. 
 

Douglas Sousa 

http://www.stmarysthenry.org
mailto:angieneubauer@frontier.com
http://contact.4lpi.com/NDE4LVZNSS0zNDQAAAF9hOiAjrMfxZyRxy-8SZvcPNrpWU7eAzcnqX2SoO68glqoUPhtCnx-VMyIiv7Lum6xGr3eKas=


From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioners  
 

I just celebrated my first Mass today (Wednesday) at St. Mary and Father 
Stiles asked me to write you an introduction.  I want to say, first, that I 
look forward to getting to know you all and sharing life together here in 
these beautiful parish settings!   
 

I grew up in Northfield Minnesota across the street from the now torn 
down hospital and just down the street from St. Olaf College.  I grew up 
in the Lutheran Church at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church across town 
attending Sunday school and confirmation.  Though I fought my parents 
tooth and nail not wanting to go most, if not all, of the time.  I think, 
though, my lack of purpose, some intense teasing, my sin brought me to 
quite a low point in my life.  I remembering being so low that I called out 
to God for once in my life and that is when things started to slowly 
change.  I started to seek a better crowd of friends and even sought a girl 
by joining the bible study she was attending.  Obviously it didn’t work 
out…  I played a lot of sports growing up, baseball up to tenth grade, 
football 5th- senior year, wrestling one year and track my senior year.  I 
spent much of my free time in the weight room preparing for football and 
when I graduated I went to college and went back to playing baseball.   
 

I went to Dana College in Blair, Nebraska prompted by my parents to get 
me out of the house.  I went to play baseball, but in high school I also 
liked art and being a Boy Scout. I loved camping/hiking so, I took 
environmental science thinking I would maybe be a park ranger or 
something.  Long story short my roommate got me involved in Campus 
Crusade for Christ a non-denominational Christian organization on 
campus.  I would say between the friends I made there and a conference I 
went to I met Jesus and He changed my life.  I had such a profound 
conversion that I changed my studies such that I could study my new 
found faith.  My roommate, however, was also a strong Catholic and he 
started challenging me with Catholic things and I really took in the 
Catholic apologetics (meaning the Catholic defense of the faith).  I 
started to go to Mass and adoration not knowing much about what was 
going on or what to do, but taking it all in.  I ended up writing a 15 page 
paper (prompted by my roommate) on the Eucharist and I was fast on my 
way to the Catholic Church.  All this happened my freshman and 
sophomore years of college.   
 

Once I converted, received confirmation, and first Eucharist on Easter 
Vigil my roommate told me I should stop dating and think about the 
priesthood.  I wasn’t having it, so I kind of backed off of my zeal and 
went through a hiatus of sorts, maybe attending Sunday Mass, but not 
really having a prayer life.  Long story short, I had another key 
conversion through FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) 
The Lord spoke to me profoundly in the Scriptures: 1 Cor 2:5 “I did not 
come to you with great words of wisdom but with Spirit and Power.” I 
thought the Lord was telling me that I think I know so much through 
studying my way to the Church, but that’s nothing compared to the need 
for His guidance, His Power! “Where is your Spirit, your power?  It 
comes from Me, not worldly wisdom!”  I went to confession and started 
to pray more intensely and when I graduated God showed me how to lay 
down my life upon the altar at Mass and adoration.  This began a process 
that opened me up to the priesthood as I was open to seeing it in its true 
light as a path of manly laying down one’s life for the people in imitation 
of Christ.  I heard the call in the night at the factory I worked at in Canon 
Falls Minnesota and I entered St. Paul Seminary the year after college in 2008.   
 

I have been a priest for 7 years now at 3 other parishes.  First 3 years at 
St. Vincent de Paul in Brooklyn Park/Osseo, second for 2 years at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Hastings, and I come from 2 years at St. John the 
Baptist in Savage.  I look forward to getting to know you all and I hope 
we can grow together in our journey to our heavenly homeland! 
 

In Christ,  
Fr. Michael Barsness  
 

P.S. I go by either Fr. Michael or Fr. Barsness and I open to learning new 
skills and hobbies as time permits.  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

Monday, June 14 
12:00 pm Funeral Mass Tom Germscheid† 
    (10 am Visitation in the church prior to Mass) 
 

Tuesday, June 15 
Communion Calls - Sue 
5:00 pm Mass Joan C McCabe† 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (in the church) 
7:00 pm StM/StH Pastoral Council Meeting 
  

Wednesday, June 16 
9:00 am Mass LeRoy & Tim Simonette†† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration in cry room 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
 

Thursday, June 17 
9:00 am Mass Don Monson† 
9:00 - 10:30 am Mission Room in use 
 

Friday, June 18 
9:00 am Mass Georgy Barnes† 
1:00-9:00 pm Social Hall in use 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions - (in the church) 
7:00 pm Quinceañera Practice 
 

Saturday, June 19 
1:00 pm Mass Quinceañera 
4:15-4:45 Confessions (St. Henry) 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Francis Selly† 
 

Sunday, June 20 Father’s Day 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Evelyn Blank† & Thomas  
                & Michael Thornton†† 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (St. Mary) 
 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/  

 
 
 

Readings for next Sunday, June 20, 2021 

Job 38:1, 8-11 
2 Corinthians 5:14-17   Mark 4:35-41 

 Rosary in the Park   
Public Fatima Rosary will be held 
TODAY, Sunday, June 13, 2021 at 12 
Noon in Le Center, at the Fairground 
park in the gazebo next to the 
swimming pool.  If rainy weather, it will 
take place in the Community pavilion 
on the fairgrounds.  This is held 
monthly on the 13th from May through 

October 2021.  Come pray with us, either in person, in 
your car, or at home to ask our Lady of Fatima for 
protection for our families, our communities, our nation, 
and the world.  We may include the Divine Mercy 
chaplet as part of our prayer this year, and as it is the 
year of St. Joseph, ask also for his intercession as well. 
For more information, call or email Sheila McCabe 
Swan: 507-317-1496, mccabeswan@gmail.com 

 

May 29-30, 2021                       St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    2904.35         $       325.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1155.00         $       120.00     
Plate            $      349.00         $         86.00 
  

Total            $    4408.35         $       531.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$     178.35         -$      294.00 
 
 

Weekly Building Fund          $    1176.78         
Weekly Cemetery Project     $   

Parish Stewardship 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
St. Mary/St. Henry 

Tuesday, June 15, 7:00 PM 
St. Mary Social Hall 

 
 
 

 
 

St. Henry Pastoral Council Members 
Nancy Stauff      Nathan Traxler 

Mike Boettcher        Sharon Riebel 
 

St. Mary Pastoral Council Members  
Jean Cemensky-Mohr      Matt Wallskog      Don Reak 
Hayley Hunt      Sheila McCabe Swan      Juan Zamora 

Deb O’Connell      Madonna Russo 

Phil Campbell      Jim Harmon 

Birth Rate in U.S. is Declining 

More people die in the U.S. every day than are being 
born. It's a fact!  According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), births in the U.S. fell 
for the sixth consecutive year to the lowest levels since 
1979. On average, every woman of child-bearing age 
must give birth to at least 2.1 children in order for the 
population to replace itself. Today the rate is 1.64.  
 

Economic worries, abortion and contraceptive use, the 
high cost of child care, disruption of career or travel 
plans, even immigration, the pandemic and climate 
change have all been suggested as reasons for fewer 
babies being born.  
 

Fortunately, our Catholic faith teaches us that children 
are a gift from GOD. The Bible says children are “like 
arrows in the hands of a warrior”. Stable and healthy 
families are the bedrock of societies. Instead of pessimism 
and fear, young parents need support and guidance.  
 

Benjamin Watson, former football champion, and his 
wife have 7 children. Writing in Newsweek magazine 
recently, he stated, “I have found that the difficulties in 
raising children pale in comparison to the joys.” He 
goes on to say, “Our culture today distorts these truths 
about the beauty and value of children.  Nowhere is this 
distortion more evident than in our culture’s tolerance 
and even celebration of abortion.” 
 

Source: Newsweek, 5/19/21, Benjamin Watson, “To Address American’s 
Declining Birth Rate, We Need a Culture of Life”/Opinion 
 

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, 
National Vital Statistics System, “Vital Statistics Rapid Release Report” 
No. 012, May, 2021.  Births: Provisional Data for 2020. 
 
 

The next Pro-Life Meeting will be held on Monday, 
June 21, 1:00 pm, at the home of Lisa Stier. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

July 1 - August 31, 2021 Ministry Schedule 
 

Please contact Gloria, 
gloriagw@frontier.com (or call 
the parish office 357-6633) by 
Monday, June 14 with dates that 
you are unable to serve for the 
July 1 - August 31 ministry 
schedule. This schedule includes 

July 4th weekend. Dates that you can not serve are 
entered into the ministry scheduling software. 
Without that information you may be scheduled on 
dates that you are not available.  Thank you! 

You will soon be receiving a letter in the mail with 
news about our Parish Festival. The decision has 
been made to once again not hold the Parish 
Festival this year which was scheduled for June 
27th.  This was a difficult decision to make since it 
seems we are so close to pushing through and 
beyond the pandemic. However, we recognize that 
there is, on the part of some, still a good deal of 

uneasiness regarding the safety of gathering for such a large event. 
In addition, at this late date it would be very difficult, if not impossible, 
to have the needed time to put together a successful festival.  
Therefore, it seems prudent to not try and carry out the parish festival 
this year. We are asking each household to make a monetary 
donation in hopes of raising the amount that we usually bring in each 
year (about $30,000). Thank you, in advance, for your understanding 
and generosity! We also wish to thank those who helped with putting 
the mailing together and especially to the Knights of Columbus 
for covering the cost of the envelopes and postage. 

June 19 - June 20: Twelfth 
Sunday In Ordinary Time  

Altar Servers Lectors 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Noah Holicky Steve Widmer     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Branko Schoenbauer 
Olivia Shouler 

Margaret Traxler Brent Christian Philip Campbell 
James O'Connell 
Peter Plut 
Norman Schmidt 

Bulletin articles for the June 20 and 
the June 27 bulletins are due on 

Wednesday June 16 at noon. Thank 
you for your cooperation! 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/
mailto:mccabeswan@gmail.com

