
How You Can Help Our Parish Youth: 
 Totus Tuus Housing 

Our Totus Tuus team is in need of housing!  We are looking for 1 or 2 homes for the team to stay in.  The criteria for homes 
is as follows: no children under 18 living in the home and adults should be under age 65.  Middle age couples, single men or 
women would work best.  Please reach out to Angie ASAP if you are interested in hosting! 

 

 Steubenville Coffee Sales 
Help support our youth going to the Steubenville Youth Conference in Rochester this summer.   
They will be selling coffee from European Roasterie here in Le Center.  12oz bags are $10 each. 
 

Pre-order Sales will be available after some Masses on the weekends of June 19 & 20 and June 26 & 27, in the church 
office, or by contacting Angie Neubauer at angieneubauer@frontier.com.   Sales end on June 28.  Coffee will be ready to 
pick up mid-July! 
 

This is a great way to support our youth summer programs and enjoy a nice cup of coffee too! 
 

 Snacks Needed 

Our Totus Tuus and VBS programs are in need of snack donations for our youth!  If you are able to donate snacks to our 
program, please drop them off at the parish office or there will also be a box for donations by the front entrance of church.  
Snacks should be new and unopened, individually prepackaged snacks will be best.  We will collect snacks until July 25th.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 

We need volunteers for Totus Tuus & VBS – If you attended Family Faith Formation in 2020-21 and will be in the 8th or 9th grade this 
fall you will need community service hours.  This is a GREAT opportunity to get a jump start on them! 

If you are interested please contact Angie at the Parish office, thank you! 
 

The Le Center Library is also looking for summer volunteers – stop in the library for more information! 
 
 

SUMMER PROGRAMS!   REGISTRATION IS LIMITED, PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 

TOTUS TUUS (Latin for Totally Yours) is a fun and energetic parish based summer catechetical program, for grade 

school age children with a junior and senior high school component. They are dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting Catholic faith through catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness, and Eucharistic worship.  Each Totus 
Tuus team consists of 4 members who are either college students or seminarians. Their youthfulness, energy, and 

ability to witness to the Faith make our teachers particularly effective with children and young people. 
 

Grades 1-6  - Monday, July 26– Friday, July 30  from 9-2:30pm 

Grades 7-12 – Sunday, July 25 – Thursday, July 29  from 7:30-9:40pm 
 

Totus Tuus *volunteers are needed!  If you would like to help out at Totus Tuus by providing snacks, 
coordinating meals, helping in the classroom or at snack/lunch time, greeting children, hosting part of the team or providing 

lunch for our 4 teachers, please call Angie at 507-357-4838.  At risk persons, persons age 65 and older and those with pre-
existing health conditions should not volunteer. 

 

VBS – Discovery on Adventure Island 
Quest For God's Great Light!  Discovery on Adventure Island invites children to arise and shine because the light 
of God's love has come and is shining on them. The children will be empowered by exploring ways God shines 
great light in the world and by learning how they can also shine God’s light by reflecting what they’ve learned. 

 

Preschool (age 3) through Kindergarten       Sunday, August 8 – Thursday, August 12      5:30-7:30 pm each night 
 

*Volunteers are needed to lead groups, transport children to stations, and to prepare snack. 
Contact Angie if interested. 

 

*All volunteers in contact with the children must be willing to meet the Essential Three: VIRTUS training, Background Check/
Evaluation, and Code of Conduct through the Archdiocese. We are willing to provide these for both adults and youth volunteers. 

 

Registration and payments now available online @ www.stmarysthenry.org 
Registration forms can also be found by the parish office. 

 

Steubenville Rochester Youth Conference **ALMOST FULL 
All current 8th – 12th grade students are invited to participate in this July 23-25, 2021 weekend conference packed with 

great speakers, small group discussions, Mass, Reconciliation, and Adoration. REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE and are located by the parish office and ONLINE! 

 
“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:36 

 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 

Faith Formation Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

              Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm, Weds 3-6pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:00 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Wednesdays 
from 9:30 am - 9:00 pm. The chapel is open for individuals to come 
for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

June 27, 2021  

The Doubting of St. Thomas, c 1600 

Caravaggio (1573-1610) 
 

 

St. Thomas 
Feastday - July 3 

 

“Put your finger 

here and see my 

hands, and bring 

your hand and 

put it into my 

side, and do not 

be unbelieving, 

but believe.” 
  

John 20:27 

mailto:angieneubauer@frontier.com
http://www.stmarysthenry.org
mailto:angieneubauer@frontier.com


From the Pastor’s Desk 

Celebration of Life or Funeral? 
 

Should we have a celebration of life or a funeral for grandma? 
This is not a very fair question because 
it implies that somehow these too 
events are mutually exclusive. They 
are not, if properly understood. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I have noticed the growing trend 
among families both inside and outside 
of the Catholic church preferring to 
have a celebration of life “ceremony” 
instead of a funeral. I realize that the term celebration of life can 
mean different things to various people. What I mean when I use 
the term is some kind of celebratory (even if the family is grief-
stricken) gathering of family and friends to speak about the 
deceased person and enjoy each other’s company and consolation. 
There is absolutely nothing wrong with this, and it can be a 
wonderfully helpful thing to do. However, when it is done in place 
of doing a funeral, that is where we run into trouble. 
  

First, a Catholic funeral is inherently already a celebration of life. 
It celebrates the gift of life that was given to our beloved deceased, 
and it aims to give thanks to God for this. There is another layer to 
this funeral celebration which, I fear, is often missing from a 
celebration of life ceremony; that is, celebrating the life of Jesus 
Christ which was offered as a loving sacrifice to save us from our 
sins and bring the deceased (and us) into eternal union with our 
God and all the faithful departed. Here is the important point: a 
funeral is intrinsically connected and directed toward God 
whereas a celebration of life ceremony may not be.  
 

Sometimes it is said that a funeral is only about consoling the 
family and friends left behind, but it is much more than that. A 
Catholic funeral is a uniquely powerful way for us to help our 
beloved deceased enter heaven since our prayers during the funeral 
are almost a constant plea for God’s mercy on their soul. Given 
that no one is saved from eternal damnation and brought into 
eternal, blissful union with God except by the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, shouldn’t we turn to the funeral as a powerful means 
to help secure this for our deceased loved one?  
 

Celebration of life or funeral for grandma? Definitely a funeral—
but, by all means, maybe also a celebration of life ceremony at a 
different time than the funeral. By the way, this is part of the 
reason for having a wake service the evening before (or sometime 
before) the funeral. It not only allows people to console the family 
and friends, but even the Church’s official ritual prayer for a wake 
service (aka “Vigil for the Deceased”) provides an opportunity for 
a member of the family or a friend to share what is commonly 
called a eulogy. 
 

Dealing with death is never easy. It is far more difficult without 
remaining close to God throughout the process of grief. We 
naturally and rightfully want to celebrate the life of the deceased. 
Let us do so, but let us not leave aside the One who is the Author 
and Savior of our life.  
 

God bless you, and please know of my prayers for each of you! 
Please, pray for me. 
 

With paternal love, 
Fr. Stiles 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

Monday, June 28 
 

Tuesday, June 29 
9:00-10:30 am Mission Room in use 
5:00 pm Mass Bruce Traxler† & Charles Hirn† 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions  
  

Wednesday, June 30 
9:00 am Mass In reparation for the killing of the  
                innocent 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration in cry room 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
 

Thursday, July 1 
9:00 am Mass Margaret & Frances Germscheid†† 
9:00-10:30 am Mission Room in use 
 

FIRST Friday, July 2 
9:00 am Mass Gerald O’Meara† 
AM Communion Calls 
12:30 pm Baptism 
6:00-6:30 pm Confessions  
7:00 pm Quinceañera Practice 
 

Saturday, July 3 
1:00 pm Quinceañera 
4:15-4:45 Confessions (St. Henry) 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Bernard Widmer† & 
                Gary Goettl † 
 

Sunday, July 4 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Rich Kopet† & Richard  
                Schloesser† 
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (St. Mary)  
 

Monday, July 5 
Parish Office Closed 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/  

 

Readings for next Sunday, July 4, 2021 

Ezekiel 2:2-5 
2 Corinthians 12: 7-10     Mark 6: 1-6 

St Mary’s Choir Members 
The Choir is singing every Sunday at the 9am Mass. 
Please join us when you are comfortable to do so. 
We only get a couple of minutes before each Mass 
to run the Responsorial and Gospel Acclamation. If 
there is a song we are singing that we haven’t done 
for a while, I will send out a text with a YouTube link 
for you to listen to. We will be meeting at the end of 
July/August to learn new songs out of the Hymnal 
and possibly new Mass parts. New members are 
always welcome to join at any time.  Youth choir 
members in grades 4-9 are welcome to sing every 
Sunday, if you’d like to, as well.  

CCW Dues for 2021 – 2022 are $10. 
The dues help cover the costs of the liturgical needs at St. 
Mary’s (i.e. candles, hosts, wine, Living Faith booklets, 
speakers, etc.).  Our fundraising events have been 
cancelled due to COVID-19, so these dues are critical in 
providing continued support to our parish.  Please place 
your dues in the collection basket or drop them off at the 
parish office.  Please mark “CCW Dues” on the envelope, 
along with your name.  Thank you for your support. 

St. Mary’s CCW EVENTS 

Church Cleaning -  Lynn Selly & Jayne Gehrke are 
scheduled to clean the church by July 4. 

St. Henry News 

The telephone rang at 2:16 on a Thursday afternoon.  
Mary Ann Kuharski, was calling. The national director 
of Pro-life Across America--the organization that 
defends the unborn through billboards and the media--
wanted to personally thank supporters of the 10th annual 
kickball tournament for their generous donation of 
$1664.55, raised on May 16th at the St. Henry ball field. 
 

Some of MaryAnn’s comments were:  “Dear friend of 
Pro-Life Across America", "One of our partners”,  
“Grateful to be the recipient” and “Wonderful, 
successful event".  
 

We were humbled and grateful that the director of a 
national pro-life organization would take the time to 
make a phone call recognizing the fund raising efforts 
of our local St. Mary/St. Henry Pro-Life Team. 
Likewise, our team was truly grateful for all who came 
out on a Sunday afternoon in May to enjoy fun and 
fellowship with the goal of saving babies. Thank you! 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

Le Center Blood Drive 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021    12-6PM  

American Legion Main Hall, 97 S Park Ave, Le Center 
To schedule an appointment: please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit 

RedCrossBlood.org and enter: Le Center 

 
Grief, Hope, & Healing   Wednesdays 10AM-11AM 

Church of St. Mary Mission Room 

A nondenominational grief support group for women who have 
experienced the death of a spouse or significant other. You are not 
alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you 
are going through. The group offers an opportunity to learn about 

grief, share experiences and find healing and hope from your loss. 
No registration is necessary. For more information, 

call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 

 
Healing Takes Time Fall Retreat 

September 17-19, 2021   Friday, 7pm thru Saturday, 11am 
Franciscan Retreat Center, Prior Lake, MN 

This retreat is an uplifting experience to help those who are 
suffering from the loss of a loved one. 

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Melissa Mork who was orphaned in college, 
lost friends, suffered miscarriages, and lost her husband to 

cancer. Consequently, Melissa is intimately acquainted with grief. 
For more information or to register contact Marlene Hunt, 

507-381-1177 or hopeunitedgriefgroup@gmail.com 

Notice From the Funeral Committee 
 

As of July 1st, funeral luncheons will be allowed in 
the social hall following funerals taking place at 
Church of St. Mary. Moving forward all funeral 
dinners must be catered by a licensed caterer. Bars 
and cookies are the only homemade, donated items 
that will be accepted (no salads or hot dishes). If the 
family is in need of help for obtaining a caterer, the 
parish office is available to give suggestions. We look 
forward to serving our parishioners. 

July 3 - July 4: Fourteenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Elizabeth Holicky Madonna Russo     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Luke Holicky 
Mitchell Holicky 

Shannon Holicky Ann Gindt 
Gregory Schoenbauer 

Jeremy Gindt 
Daniel Lang 
Dennis Lang 
Donald Reak 

Parish Stewardship 

Due to early printing of this bulletin 
before donations were counted, we 
will include the collection amounts 
for the weekend of June 20 in next 
weekend’s bulletin. We appreciate 
your patience and understanding. 

Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection 
A worldwide collection that 
supports the work of the 
Universal Church including 
the work of the Holy See and 
the charitable works of Pope 
Francis. Take this opportunity 
to join with Pope Francis and 
be a sign of mercy to our 
suffering brothers and sisters.  
Please be generous today. 
For more information, visit www.peterspence.va/en.html. 
Please place your donation in this weekend’s collection 
basket or drop it off at the parish office during the week. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/

