
Banns of Marriage 
Graciela Garcia Ortiz & Ruben Ortiz Pacheco 

Megan Rutt & Bradley Rose 
 

We welcome the newest member of the Church 
through the waters of Baptism:  

Samantha Medel & Ximena Medel 
 

Baptism 
Please contact Fr. Michael via email or phone to schedule your 
child’s baptism. Parents are asked to attend a class on the sacrament 
of baptism (virtually if necessary). Due to the great importance of 
this sacrament we encourage you not to delay in requesting this 
sacrament. It is desirable that parents make contact with us even 
before the birth of the child.  
 

Baptism - Contact Fr. Michael for baptism in English or Fr. Stiles for 
baptism in Spanish.  
 

Marriage - contact Fr. Michael at least 6 months in advance.  All 
couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage 
preparation classes.   
 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once 
each year in the spring. For private anointing, contact the parish 
office. In an emergency call 507-456-8473. 
 

Communion calls for ill or homebound -contact the Parish 
Office. 

Sacramental Life 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays 5:30PM - 9PM 

Wednesdays 9:30AM - 9:00PM 
in the Cry Room.   

 

The Wednesday 10am, 12pm, & 1pm 
hours are all in need of a second adorer. 

 

“Is not this gazing upon the Eucharistic Saviour 
a magnificent profession of our faith in the 

Divinity of Christ, such as was made by 
the incredulous Thomas?  When St. Thomas said, 

‘My Lord and my God!’ (see John 20:24-28) 
we may be sure he did not keep 

his eyes cast down, but looked with open 
and sincere gaze into the eyes of his Master." 

Servant of God, Fr. Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. (+1927) 
 

If you have any questions or would like to sign up for an 
hour, please contact Gloria in the parish office 

or Joyce 357-4410 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 
 

Grief, Hope, & Healing     Wednesdays 10AM-11AM      Church of St. Mary Mission Room 
A nondenominational grief support group for women who have experienced the death of a spouse or significant 

other. You are not alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you are going through. The 
group offers an opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing and hope from your loss. No 

registration is necessary. For more information call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 

 
Healing Takes Time Fall Retreat    September 17-19, 2021    Friday, 7pm thru Saturday, 11am 

Franciscan Retreat Center, Prior Lake, MN 
This retreat is an uplifting experience to help those who are suffering from the loss of a loved one. 

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Melissa Mork who was orphaned in college, lost friends, suffered miscarriages, and 
lost her husband to cancer. Consequently, Melissa is intimately acquainted with grief. 

For more information or to register contact Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177 or 
hopeunitedgriefgroup@gmail.com 

 
The Lord is Close to the Brokenhearted . . . Psalms 34:18 

If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come and experience the 
compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ on our confidential weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities’ retreats are 
open to anyone impacted by abortion - women, men, grandparents, siblings, and health care professionals. The next 

retreat is July 30-August 1, 2021 in the Twin Cities area. For more information contact Nancy at 
rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or see www.rvineyardmn.org 

 
Lutheran Social Service - Offering Healthy Meals at a Pop-up Event Near You 

2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month      1:30-2:30PM      LeSueur Food Shelf, 427 S 5th St., LeSueur      No Cost 
Any senior 60+ in Minnesota in need of nutrition is eligible to receive meals in bundles of 10 at each pop-up event on a 

first come, first serve basis. For more information call, Samantha at 651-253-4355.   

Our prayers and condolences to the Maria Ferguson 
family. Her Mass of Christian burial took place on 

Friday, July 16, at Church of St. Mary. 
Maria passed away on November 17, 2020. 

Please note change to 
daily Mass times for 
the week of July 26-30. 
Due to the Totus Tuus 
program schedule which 
includes Mass for the kids 

each day, Mass will be celebrated Monday-Friday at 
11:15AM with the opportunity for confession prior 
starting at 10:45AM. All are welcome to come and join 
the kids in this highest form of prayer. 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

              Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) angieneubauer@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 
 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues & Thurs 1-4pm, Weds 2-5pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:00 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

July 18, 2021  



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I wanted to write a follow up bulletin about the subject of mission.  A 
kind parishioner (you know who you are) gave me this critique of my 
homily.  When you preached about R. I. M., Relationship, Identity, 
Mission, Father, when it comes to Mission most of us don’t know what 
to do about that…  How do we evangelize?  How do we as people of 
God bring the Gospel to people? 
 

It’s a fair point, how do we do the Mission?  I was at the beach in Florida in 
January right before my annual silent retreat and this man was standing 
at a busy crossroads sidewalk preaching the Gospel to people passing 
by.  People almost never looked at him and for the most part ignored 
him.  It was kind of sad really, the volume of people just ignoring him 
and I felt kind of sorry for him.  As a preacher, or let me just say as a 
person, no one wants to be ignored, but there he was alone and ignored. 
 

It is often daunting to speak about our faith with other people and often 
even about deeper topics other than the weather.  I think certainly we 
talk about the weather because it and other topics we find common ground 
we can all relate to with most anyone.  We don’t usually go deeper 
until we get to know someone.   This getting to know someone is key 
to evangelization, because it’s human, it treats the other person with dignity.   
 

The method of evangelization that Jesus used is much more human 
than we often think.  People were hungry for God in his time.  Today 
people are, but they don’t realize they are and that’s the difficulty 
sometimes.  Like the famous line from St. Augustine, “My heart is 
restless until it rests in you my God.”  We are restless, we are always 
seeking the new, the novel, and the shiny to distract us from our boredom.  
We need intimacy “In to me see” we need that deepest relationship 
intimacy where we feel we are known that only God can give (see 
Psalm 139 “you know my thoughts from afar”).  However, it also comes 
through other people and it isn’t automatic even married people find 
themselves lonely.  You and I are called to befriend to want to know 
the person we are trying to bring to Jesus. So the first step of evangelism is 
interest in the person, who they are, their like’s and dislikes, where 
they’re from, their hobbies etc. Getting to know them, befriending them 
is actually the path to evangelization as it shows you actually care.   
 

From here it’s a matter of delving deeper in friendships, speaking of 
deeper topics and then sharing how the Lord entered into our lives.  
Testimony or witness is simply telling your story of faith whether it’s 
long or short depending on the situation and how much time you have.  
The Gospel of Jesus sending the 12 out, a key verse or line, don’t go 
from one house to another, no stay there!  Stay with someone, get to 
know them, befriend them then tell them of the freedom you have in 
the love of Jesus each day!  Tell them how freeing it is to go to confession 
and how much peace it brings you.   If you’re a person of prayer a 
person of relationship, with the Lord, your identity as His Beloved then 
the mission isn’t complicated, don’t get me wrong it’s difficult, but let 
it be simple, befriend, love and desire the Lord for the people you meet.     
 

The difficult part is letting go of the things that hold us back.  
Detaching from our schedule, our time, our ways, our busyness, our 
fears etc.   According to St. John perfect love casts out fear.  Fear of 
rejection or loss is cast out through shoring up the first part of RIM, 
that Relationship with Jesus.  This relationship gives us the Identity of 
beloved son or Daughter of God all powerful!    I then stand not alone 
and found my life of faith on solid rock.   
 

There is more to say, but we will have more than enough homilies and 
time for teaching to come.  St. Alphonsus Liguori said it well, “I love 
Jesus Christ and that is why I am on fire with the desire to give Him 
souls, first of all my own, and then an incalculable number of others!” 
 

Peace and Love, 
Fr. Michael 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 
 

Monday, July 19 
 

Tuesday, July 20 
9:30 -10:30 am Mission Room in use 
AM Communion Calls - Deb 
5:00 pm Mass Mary Traxler-Orstad† 
5:30 - 9:00 pm Adoration in cry room 
6:00 - 6:30 pm Confessions  
 
  

Wednesday, July 21 
9:00 am Mass Jeanne O’Meara† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration in cry room 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
 

Thursday, July 22 
*No Daily Mass (please note change for this week) 
9:30 -10:30 am Mission Room in use 
7:00 pm Cemetery Board Meeting 
 

Friday, July 23 
9:00 am Mass Rita Schipreth & Nancy Stocker†† 
6:00 - 6:30 pm Confessions  
 

Saturday, July 24 
4:15 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry) 
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Connie Selly† 
 

Sunday, July 25 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Larry & Gina        
                Germscheid†† & Joan McCabe†  
12:00 pm Mass - Spanish (St. Mary) 
6:30 - 8:45 pm Totus Tuus Grades 7-12 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 

St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/  

Readings for next Sunday, July 25, 2021 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
Ephesians 4:1-6    John 6:1-15 

Church Cleaning -  Nancy Stauff & Barb Weinandt are 
scheduled to clean the church by July 25. 

St. Henry News 

Cemetery Board Meeting 
 

Thursday, July 22 
7:00 PM in the Conference 
Room at Church of St. Mary 

Please Note: We will not have daily Mass on 
Thursday, July 22 due to Fr. Stiles being out 
of town from July 19-22.  

Community and Social Events 

 

Sunday, July 18, 2021 Carriage House Open House 
Luncheon - from 10:30am-2:00pm at Carriage House 
Living, 175 E Derrynane, Le Center. All are welcome! 
Carriage House is staffed with full time nursing 
supervision and 24 hour care, we are able to provide 
comprehensive care in a home environment. Private 
rooms, apartments and kitchenettes. Come discover 
what we can offer you or your loved one!! 
 

Sunday, July 25, 2021 49th Annual Litomysl Summer 
Festival - at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, rural 
Owatonna, beginning with a Polka Mass at 10am. Food 
and refreshment stands outdoors from 11am-3pm, many 
adult and children’s games, raffle with many prizes, live 
musical entertainment, country store, silent auction, and 
more - something for everyone! Litomysl is located 6 
miles south of Owatonna on Interstate 35 to the Hope 
exit #32 then left on Co Rd 4 to Co Rd 3, go 1/2 mile 
south, then 3 miles east on SW 98th St to 9946 SE 24th 
Ave, Owatonna, MN. 

 

Archbishop Hebda Needs Your Help  
How can we as a Church better pass-on our beautiful Catholic faith 
whether in our homes or in the broader world? The Archdiocesan Synod 
kicks into high gear this fall and your input is needed to help Archbishop 
Hebda chart the course for this local Church. Join a small group to discuss 

and give feedback on priorities within each Synod focus area. Stay tuned 
as we put together Fall dates for our Synod small groups to 
take place here at Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry! 
See more at archspm.org/synod. 
 

Join the Journey this Fall 
Before you head-off on summer vacation, plan to join us this fall to help 
shape the future of our local Church through the ongoing Archdiocesan 
Synod process. Archbishop Hebda needs your input in how to best form:  

 Parishes that are in the service of evangelization;  

 Missionary disciples who know Jesus’s love and respond to his call; 
and  

 Youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young.  
Plan to join a small group to discuss and give feedback on priorities within 
each Synod focus area.  
 

Didn’t we do the Synod already?  
The Synod process is actually taking place over three years in our 
Archdiocese, culminating at Pentecost 2022! We are grateful for the 
8,000+ people who gave 30,000+ comments during the Prayer and 
Listening Events in fall 2019-winter 2020. Now it is time to take the next 
step: the Parish Consultation with small groups. Using the feedback from 
the Prayer and Listening Events, we will now come together to respond to 
and propose solutions that will help inform the next steps of the Synod 
process.  
 

What to Expect when you’re expecting... to participate in Synod 
small groups this Fall 
We hope you join in this important step in shaping the future of our 
Archdiocese. Here’s how it will go.  

 Arrive at your parish and find a seat at a table of about 8. 

 Watch a video which will lead everyone in prayer and share teaching 
on our beautiful Catholic faith to inform our discussion and response. 

 As you are comfortable, share your experience and ideas in 
discussion with your tablemates. 

 Respond to ideas and offer your own suggestions on a feedback form 
to be considered by Archbishop Hebda. 

All are welcome to join in one or ideally all of the Synod Small 
Group gatherings. 

Dear parishioners of St. Mary and St. Henry, 
 

As you may already know, Angie 
Neubauer has decided to no longer 
continue as our Faith Formation 
Assistant. I simply want to thank 
Angie for her many generous efforts 
and professional work throughout 
this past year. She has been such a 
blessing to our parishes' Faith Formation program!  
 

Angie has agreed to stick around until someone new is 
hired. Please, take the time with me to thank Angie for 
her time with us this past year as the Faith Formation 
Assistant.  
 

God bless you, Angie! You will be missed.  
 

Sincerely, 
Fr. Stiles 

OPEN POSITION: 
We are currently looking for a faithful Catholic 

with the passion and 
skillset to help coordinate 
an engaging, k-12 faith 
formation program, 
forming disciples of Jesus 
Christ for generations 
to come. 

 

 Position is part-time 
 Flexible hours  
 Wage depending upon experience 
 

Full Job Description can be found at: 
www.stmarysthenry.org/faith-formation 
 

If interested, please, contact Fr. Stiles at 
fr.stiles@frontier.com.  
 

Applications and/or résume should be emailed 
to Fr. Stiles at fr.stiles@frontier.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


How You Can Help Our Parish Youth: 
 

Please say a special prayer as we send 24 youth & 7 chaperones to the 

Steubenville Youth Conference in Rochester this Friday, July 23.   

Come Holy Spirit, fill them with Your gifts. 
 Totus Tuus Housing 

Our Totus Tuus team is in need of housing!  We are still looking for 1 home for the team to stay in.  The criteria for homes is 
as follows: no children under 18 living in the home and adults should be under age 65.  Middle age couples, single men or 
women would work best.  Please reach out to Angie ASAP if you are interested in hosting! 

 
 

 Snacks Needed 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE SNACK DONATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN BROUGHT IN! 

Our Totus Tuus and VBS programs are in need of snack donations for our youth!  If you are able to donate snacks to our 
program, please drop them off at the parish office or there will also be a box for donations by the front entrance of church.  
Snacks should be new and unopened, individually prepackaged snacks will be best.  We will collect snacks until July 25th.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 

We need volunteers for Totus Tuus & VBS – If you attended Family Faith Formation in 2020-21 and will be in the 8th or 9th grade this 
fall you will need community service hours.  This is a GREAT opportunity to get a jump start on them! 

If you are interested please contact Angie at the Parish office, thank you! 
 

 
 

SUMMER PROGRAMS!   REGISTRATION IS LIMITED, PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 

TOTUS TUUS (Latin for Totally Yours) is a fun and energetic parish based summer catechetical program, for grade 

school age children with a junior and senior high school component. They are dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 
promoting Catholic faith through catechesis, evangelization, Christian witness, and Eucharistic worship.  Each Totus 
Tuus team consists of 4 members who are either college students or seminarians. Their youthfulness, energy, and 

ability to witness to the Faith make our teachers particularly effective with children and young people. 
 

Grades 1-6 - FULL - Monday, July 26– Friday, July 30  from 9-2:30pm 

Grades 7-12 – Sunday, July 25 – Thursday, July 29  from 6:30-8:45pm **please note the time change 
 

Totus Tuus *volunteers are needed!  If you would like to help out at Totus Tuus by providing snacks, coordinating meals, 
helping in the classroom or at snack/lunch time, greeting children, hosting part of the team or providing lunch for our 4 

teachers, please call Angie at 507-357-4838.  At risk persons, persons age 65 and older and those with pre-existing health 
conditions should not volunteer. 

 

VBS – Discovery on Adventure Island 
Quest For God's Great Light!  Discovery on Adventure Island invites children to arise and shine because the light of God's love has 
come and is shining on them. The children will be empowered by exploring ways God shines great light in the world and by learning 

how they can also shine God’s light by reflecting what they’ve learned. 
 

Preschool (age 3) through Kindergarten       Sunday, August 8 – Thursday, August 12      5:30-7:30 pm each night 
 

*Volunteers are needed to lead groups, transport children to stations, and to prepare snacks. 
Contact Angie if interested. 

 

*All volunteers in contact with the children must be willing to meet the Essential Three: VIRTUS training, 
Background Check/Evaluation, and Code of Conduct through the Archdiocese. We are willing to provide these for 

both adults and youth volunteers. 
 

Registration and payments now available online @ www.stmarysthenry.org 
Registration forms can also be found by the parish office. 

 

 
Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation. 

For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's Church, Le Center 

 
“But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever; from generation to generation we 

will recount your praise.”  Psalm 79:13 
 

Angie Neubauer 
Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 

Faith Formation St. Mary's Thrift Store 
69 E Minnesota St. 

Le Center   507-357-6942 

OPEN HOURS 
1-4 PM Tuesdays & Thursdays   

& 2-5 PM Wednesdays (NEW - note change) 

July 10-11, 2021                      St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4230.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    4177.60         $       510.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $                         $           
Plate            $      197.26        $          52.00 
  

Total            $    4374.86         $       562.00 
 

Diff. from budget                +$      144.86        -$       263.00 
 
 

Weekly Building Fund          $ 
Weekly Cemetery                  $ 

CCW $10 Dues for 2021–2022 are due now 
The dues help cover the costs of the liturgical needs at St. 
Mary’s (i.e. candles, hosts, wine, Living Faith booklets, speakers, 
etc.).  Our fundraising events have been cancelled due to COVID
-19, so these dues are critical in providing continued support to 
our parish.  Please place your dues in the collection basket or 
drop them off at the parish office.  Please mark “CCW Dues” on 
the memo line of your check made out to St. Mary CCW. If you 
have already given, thank you for your support! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

Parish Stewardship 

Our festival is a major fundraiser for our church. We 
asked you to make a monetary donation in hopes of 
raising the amount that we usually bring in each year 
(about $30,000). Thank you for your generous 
response and prayers! To date we have collected 
$31,140! Our festival has always been a success due 
to our team effort. And once again you have done it!! 

If you haven’t yet gotten to it and would still like to give, your 
donation is welcome and appreciated. You can place it in the 
collection basket, mail it, or drop it off at the parish office. 

Please note:  Contact Gloria in the parish 
office by Monday, August 2 to let her know 
if you are not available to serve (Altar 
Servers, Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors 
& Ushers) for any dates in the Sept-Oct 
schedule (gloriagw@frontier.com).  
 

This schedule includes: 

 Labor Day Weekend (September 4-5)  
 

Note: Sunday, August 15, 2021 – The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Solemnity - Normally a separate Holy 
Day of Obligation, but since the Assumption falls on a Sunday 
this year, your regular Sunday Mass will fulfill the obligation. 

 

The next pro-life meeting will be held on Monday, 
July 19 at 1:00 pm at the home of Madonna. 

 
ABORTIONS DROP TO THE 

LOWEST LEVEL SINCE 1974 
The Minnesota Department of Health released its report 
on the most recent abortion statistics for the state on 
July 1, 2021, and the number of abortions performed 
dropped 8% last year, to the lowest level since 
1974.  The work of pregnancy centers in our state has 
been instrumental in helping women meet pregnancy 
challenges without resorting to abortion, according to 
Scott Fischbach, Director of Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life. 
 

Unfortunately Minnesota still saw 9,108 abortions in 
2020, with more than half of those being chemical 
abortions, or the "abortion pill."  Alpha Women’s 
Center in Shakopee has received a grant to train staff in 
the abortion pill reversal procedure and will continue to 
fight to save each and every one of those babies and 
their moms from the pain of abortion. 
 

 

Options for Women, Mankato 
2nd Annual Garden Tour 

Saturday, July 31      9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Gather your friends and take a stroll through some of 

Mankato’s beautiful hidden gems! 
Tickets ($20) can be purchased between 9-10:00 AM at 

Options Mankato on July 31st 
(11 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 011) 

Guided tours of the center will also be available when 
you purchase tickets. All proceeds support the mission 

of Options Mankato 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

July 24 - July 25: Seventeenth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Brendan Germscheid Mike Boettcher     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Dylan Hunt 
Tristan Hunt 

Margaret Traxler Darian Hunt 
Beverly Steffen 

Daniel Lang 
Dennis Lang 
James O'Connell 
Donald Reak 

http://www.stmarysthenry.org
mailto:angieneubauer@frontier.com

