
Congratulations to Kaleb & Leah Schwarz on their 
Sacrament of Marriage which took place at 

Church of St. Mary on September 25. 
May the outpouring of sacramental grace strengthen 

and deepen their love with each passing day. 
 

 

Banns of Marriage 
Matthew Bernard Bukowski & Anna Marie Mentjes 

 
We welcome the newest member of the Church 

through the waters of Baptism: 
Oliver Mateo Moncada & Jacob Castro Pantoja 

Sacramental Life Spiritual Enrichment 
and Education Opportunities 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Elvira 

Torres de Arguelles who passed away on 
September 18, 2021. Her Mass of Christian burial took 

place this past week at Church of St. Mary. 
 

We offer our prayers to Clem Traxler and family on 
the passing of his sister, Marian Cecelia (Traxler) 

Adam. Her Mass of Christian Burial took place this 

past week at Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church, 
St. Paul with a private interment at St. Henry Cemetery. 

 

We offer our condolences to the family 

of Joan Mary (Cooney) Jenks who passed 
away on September 18, 2021. Her Mass of 

Christian burial will take place at 

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, 
2385 Commerce Drive, Mound, MN on 

Friday, October 1 at 11am with a visitation on 

Thursday, September 30 at Huber Funeral Home, 
1801 Commerce Blvd, Mound, MN from 4-7pm. 

 

We lift up our prayers for the family of Julienne 

(Traxler) Berg who passed away on 
September 10, 2021 in Arlington, TX.  

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at Church of St. 

Mary, Le Center, on Friday, October 8, 2021 at 11am 
with a luncheon to follow at Little Dandy’s. 

Doctors of the Church Seminar 
Want to grow deeper in your spiritual 

life?  Want to be challenged in staying 
spiritually fit as a Catholic?  Join 

Doctors of the Church Seminar for the 
Fall 2021 term.  As a way to give back 

to the community Fr. Tom Niehaus 
has offered classes on the Doctors of 
the Church since 2010 and is freely 
offering that again on Monday nights 
at 7:00 pm at St. Mary’s Parish in 
Le Center, MN.  All from the area 
are invited to attend.  The Monday 

seminars are from September 20 to 
November 15, we will read selected 
works from St. Bonaventure as compiled by the Classics 
of Western Spirituality published by Paulist Press.  Let 

us learn from the Saints who loved Christ! 

Saturday, September 25  The Relay For 
Life of LeSueur County - sponsored by 
the American Cancer Society, will be held 
at 3:30-10:00pm at the LeSueur Co. 
Fairgrounds. There will be a silent auction 
and other family-friendly activities. For 

information about donating, purchasing a luminaria bag, 
joining/forming a team, contact Mary Parkin Krenik at 
612-756-3336. 

Community and Social Events 

October is Respect Life Month 
During the month of October, the 
St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 
will be sponsoring a drive to help 
Options for Women/Mankato 
restock their baby store. 
 

Options for Women is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to empowering individuals to make life-
affirming decisions regarding pregnancy, relationships, 
health in a caring and professional environment. They 
engage their clients with hope and unconditional support. 
Some of the services provided free of charge are: 
pregnancy testing, limited obstetrical ultrasound, 
educational opportunities and resources, earn while you 
learn (mentor-led parenting education program and 
material support), adoption information and referrals for 
professional counseling and prenatal care. Options for 
Women/Mankato does not provide or refer for abortion 
services. 
 

Options is in need of diapers, clothes, shoes, socks, 
soaps, hygiene items, cups, spoons, toys and baby 
equipment of all kinds. The store is stocked with NEW 
items. If you are able to help, place your items in the 
designated areas in the west and south entrances of the 
church during the month of October. Thank you. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Celebration of Life for Marian Cecelia Meyer 
September 24, 1928 - May 19, 2020 

 

Memorial Mass for Bill and Marian 
10:30 am, Sunday, October 10, 2021 

Immaculate Conception Church 
27528 Patrick Street, Madison Lake, MN 
Luncheon immediately following Mass at 

Marysburg Church Hall 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

              Angie Neubauer (phone ext 304) angieneubauer@frontier.com 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       
 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 1-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

September 26, 2021  

“Through our 

Baptism, we have all 

been commissioned 

to know, love, and 

serve the Lord.  With 

a heart of 

collaboration and 

rooting ourselves in 

prayer, what wonders 

we can do together to 

spread and live the 

Good News.” 
 

Allison Gingras, LPI 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Jesus Saw him… 
 

This past Tuesday, Sept. 21st, we celebrated as a Church the feast day 
of St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist who gave us the written 
Gospel we know as the “Gospel according to Matthew.” The gospel 
reading for that daily Mass is powerful, and I’d like to share a brief 
reflection with you on it. 
 

Matthew was sitting at the customs post apparently carrying on 
business as usual. That business was that of collecting taxes from the 
Jewish people to be paid to the ruling, Roman government. For Matthew, 
a Jew, to be working on behalf of the Roman government (especially 
as a tax collector), would have been viewed by his fellow Jews to be 
deplorable, inexcusable, an act of betrayal of his own Jewish people.  
 

Yet, much to everyone’s surprise, as Jesus passed by, “He saw” 
Matthew and said to him, “Follow me” (Mt 9:9). The very fact that 
Jesus saw Matthew is so informative for us. How many others had 
walked past Matthew that day and either looked at him with bitterness 
in their heart or even chose not to look at him because the mere sight 
of him would cause them to recoil with anger?  
 

Jesus’ gaze on Matthew teaches us that He sees into our hearts. He 
doesn’t fixate on mere external appearances or even past sins. He 
looks and holds his attention, rather, on what in the depths of our soul 
needs healing, restoration, and transformation. He gazes there with a 
burning desire to bring His healing presence and to create a new 
person from the old.  
 

I know Jesus has “seen” me. He has gazed upon me. He has healed 
and continues to heal and transform me. None of it would be possible 
without His mercy and love for me.   
 

Brothers and sisters, who are the “Matthews” in our lives that perhaps 
we aren’t “seeing” with the eyes of Christ? Are we deliberately not 
looking at them because the mere sight/thought of them causes us to 
recoil? God has looked upon all of us who call ourselves Christians 
with great mercy. He has seen us and called us to follow Him. This 
week, let’s choose to follow Him as Matthew did by asking the Lord 
Jesus to open our eyes to look upon sinners with His eyes, deeply 
desiring their salvation and being willing to pray for it.  
 
 

Thank you! 
 

Once again, the generosity, creativity, and levity of our St. Mary’s 
and St. Henry parish communities has glorified God and brought joy 
to our hearts. The St. Mary’s Family Block Party was a tremendous 
success! It was a fun opportunity for all of us to gather, socialize, 
enjoy the gift of music and great food.  
 

I want to thank in a particular way the St. Mary’s and St. Henry’s 
Pastoral Council members who planned and executed the event. I am 
very grateful to all other volunteers who helped make this event so 
enjoyable. Finally, let’s thank God for the beautiful weather He gave 
us that evening!  
 

With paternal love, 
Fr. Stiles 
 
 

Please note the time changes to the Reconciliation, Mass, & 
Adoration schedule on Tuesday, September 28 due to the CCW 
Fall Institute taking place that evening at Church of St. Mary 

*5:00 - 5:40 pm Reconciliation           *6:00 pm Mass 
*7:00 - 9:00 pm Adoration 

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 
 

Monday, September 27 
 

Tuesday, September 28 
*5:00 - 5:40 pm Reconciliation - Please note time    
       change for this week 
*6:00 pm Mass Lillian Hoffman† Please note Mass     
       time change for this week 
*7:00 - 9:00 pm Adoration Please note time change for  
       this week 
 

Wednesday, September 29 
9:00 am Mass LeRoy & Tim Simonette††  
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, September 30 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of Charles L   
       Traxler family 
 

FIRST Friday, October 1 
9:00 am Mass Rich Kopet† 
6:00 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, October 2 
11:00 am Wedding Bukowski/Mentjes (St. Henry) 
4:15 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry)  
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Bernard Widmer & Gary  
       Goettl†† 
 

Sunday, October 3 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Richard Schloesser† and  
       Roy Richter† 
12:15 pm Mass - Spanish (St. Mary) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, September 27 
7:00 pm Doctors of the Church Seminar 
 

Tuesday, September 28 
6:00 pm CCW Fall Institute 
  

Wednesday, September 29 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes 
 

Thursday, September 30 
6:30-8:30 pm Synod Small Groups Meeting 
 

FIRST Friday, October 1 
AM Communion Calls 
6:00 pm Wedding Practice 
 

Saturday, October 2 
 

Sunday, October 3 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 
St. Mary’s Church, Le Center  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, October 3, 2021 

Genesis 2:18-24     Hebrews 2:9-11 
Mark 10:2-12 

   

Regular classes have begun!  We meet Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm. 
 

Thank you to all the families who have registered for classes. 

If you have not registered yet, please bring the registrations in as soon as 
you can or register online.  Information, registrations, and calendars can be 

found online at www.stmarysthenry.org 
 

Volunteers  - Volunteers get a discount on their Faith Formation registration fees! We 

need hall monitors and traffic monitors. We would love volunteers high school-aged 
and up to come learn with us on Wednesday nights. When the children see the support 
of the parish community in our program, they become more engaged in their 
learning. Contact me ASAP for more information on being a volunteer.  
 

The Synod has begun!  CONFIRMATION STUDENTS can receive volunteer service hours for attending!  
Please see the parish website for dates and times!  Your input is valuable for our faith community! 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
September 29 – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes - All grades 
October 6 – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes - All grades & Kindergarten 
October 13 – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-Confirmation I & II and Family Faith Formation grades 1-5 
October 20 – NO CLASSES (MEA) 
 

“Make me know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the 
God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.” Psalm 25:4-5 

 
Formed.org is available online and as an app. Check out this 
wonderful resource for family faith formation! Use our parish code 3675db. 
 
 

 
 

Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation. 
For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's Church, Le Center. 

 
Angie Neubauer & Cris Young 
Faith Formation Assistant & Safe Environment Coordinator 
angieneubauer@frontier.com 
crisayoung@frontier.com 

Faith Formation 

 

Grief, Hope, & Healing     Wednesdays 10AM-11AM      Church of St. Mary Mission Room 
A nondenominational grief support group for women who have experienced the death of a spouse or significant other. You are 

not alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you are going through. The group offers an opportunity to 
learn about grief, share experiences and find healing and hope from your loss. No registration is necessary. For more 

information call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 
 

Looking for a way to increase the love and romance in your marriage? 
A Marriage Encounter Weekend allows a husband and wife to get away together and focus on each other. The next 

available Weekends are Oct 8-10, 2021 in Buffalo, MN and Oct 15-17, 2021 in OWATONNA, MN. 
Early registration is highly recommended.  For more information visit our website at: northmnwwme.org or 

contact Brent & Tracy at applications@twincitieswwme.org or 612-756-8720  
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities Retreat 
If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come and experience the 

compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ on our confidential weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities’ retreats are 
open to anyone impacted by abortion—women, men, grandparents, siblings, and health care professionals. The next 

retreat is November 5-7, 2021 in the Twin Cities area. For more information contact Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, 
call 763-250-9313 or see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

 
 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/
http://www.stmarysthenry.org


SAVE THE DATES! 
and 

 
Thursday, September 30 
Tuesday, October 5                Tuesday, October 12 
Tuesday, October 26              Tuesday, November 2 

St. Mary 
Social Hall 

6:30-8:30 pm 
each evening 

Wondering How to Give to the Church? 
 Drop your contribution in the Sunday Collection basket 

 Bring your donation to the parish office during office hours 

 Mail to Churches of St. Mary/St. Henry, 
      165 N Waterville Ave, Le Center, MN 56057 
      (Save yourself time and stamps by placing several 
        weekend envelopes in one mailing) 

 Skip all of the above and Sign up for Electronic Giving 
 
 

If you would like to give electronically, visit our website 
www.stmarysthenry.org and see “Vanco Online Giving” on 
the right hand side of 

the page, click on:  
“Give Online Now - St. 
Mary” or “Give Online 

Now - St. Henry” 

 

The process is quick 
and simple and you have complete control of your donation 

amount and when you want to give. 

September 18-19, 2021            St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    2336.00         $       455.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $      640.00         $         20.00 
Plate            $      160.25         $       146.00 
  

Total            $    3136.25         $       621.00 
 

Diff. from budget                  -$    1288.75        -$      204.00 
 

Weekly Building Fund          $         40.00 
Weekly Cemetery Project     $       
 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our parishes! 

Parish Stewardship 

Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, & Ushers please contact Gloria (gloriagw@frontier.com) in the 
parish office by Monday, October 11 to let her know if you are not available to serve for any dates in the upcoming 
November 1-December 31 schedule.  
 

This schedule includes: 

 Thanksgiving Weekend (November 27-28) 

 Christmas Eve - 4PM Mass (St. Mary) 

 Christmas Day - 8AM Mass (St. Henry) & 10AM Mass (St. Mary) 
 

It’s also very helpful to know if you are willing to serve on any of the above dates and if you 
have a preference for a particular Mass (i.e. Christmas). I will assume you are available for 
any of the above Masses unless I hear otherwise.  Thank you for your willingness to serve! 

 
Please note in regards to: Monday, November 1, 2021 – Solemnity of All Saints 

Because it falls on a Monday, All Saints Day is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year 

Church Cleaning -  Jeanne Connolly & Chrissy Heitner are 
scheduled to clean the church by October 3. 

St. Henry News 

 

SOUTHWEST DEANERY FALL INSTITUTE 
Tuesday, September 28, 2001  

at Church of St. Mary, Le Center 
Mass at 6PM - followed by supper 

Lynn Varco of the Minnesota Catholic Conference will 
speak to us via Zoom. 

Cost - $8 Please RSVP by Monday, September 20 to 
Bette Traxler at 507-357-6542 

etrax@frontiernet.net 
$1 Raffle Chances for a Family Theme Basket - All 

proceeds will be donated to the Madonna Fund 
 

 

We will be having a September No-Salad, Salad 
Luncheon! Details coming soon! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

October 2 - October 3: 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Emma Germscheid Mike Wilmes     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Lillian Claffey 
Branko Schoenbauer 

Margaret Traxler Beatrice Grof 
Patti Gruetzmacher 

Donald Reak 
Norman Schmidt 
Timothy Widmer 
Timothy Wolf 

Thank you to all who made it out to the block party! Many 
thanks also to all those who put in time planning, setting 
up, taking down, and serving us beverages! It was a fun 
time with joyful conversation, great music, & delicious food. 
This was not a fund-raising event for the parish, just some 
time to celebrate community, but since some have asked 

we are giving you the numbers :  Income:      $  1857.50 
           Expense:    $    570.87 
                                                   Profit:          $ 1286.63 


