
Sacramental Life 

 

THE CCW FALL SALAD LUNCHEON  was cancelled due to COVID concerns. The proceeds from salad luncheons are 
used for liturgical supplies (bread, wine, candles, ashes, palms, and holy week supplies), Living Faith books, Masses for 

deceased CCW Members, Missalettes, banners and flowers for 
the altar, speakers, fellowship opportunities, and supplies for 

the Mission Room. Thank you for your support. Please use the 
envelope found in this weekend’s bulletin. Write your check out 

to “St. Mary CCW” and note “Fall Salad Luncheon” on the 
memo line. Drop your donation in the Sunday collection basket 

or bring to the parish office throughout the week. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays 5:30PM - 9:00PM 

Wednesdays 9:30AM - 9:00PM 
in the Cry Room.   

 

The Wednesday 10am, 12pm, 1pm & 
3 pm hours are all in need of a second adorer. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to sign up for an 
hour, please contact Gloria in the parish office 

or Joyce 357-4410 
 

...those who seek the LORD lack 
no good thing. 

 Psalm 34:10b 

Spiritual Enrichment 
and Education Opportunities 

NEW PLAY ABOUT BLESSED PIER GIORGIO 
FRASSATI runs October 1 through November 1. This 

latest 4-person drama by Jeremy Stanbary captures the 
extraordinary story of Blessed Frassati whose short life 
has inspired millions of people all around 
the world over the past century. Tickets 

are available at openwindowtheatre.org or 
over the phone at 612-615-1515. Come 

support your local, Catholic-inspired 
professional theatre this fall!  

Open Window Theatre 
5300 S. Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights, MN 

Christmas Play Practice! 

Practices will be mostly Sundays after the 9am Mass with added 
practices as we get closer to performance dates. Older students 
are needed for the larger acting parts.  
 

Adults with imagination and creativity are needed to help build 
the stage scenes and others to go over parts with the little actors. 
 

First and Second grade students can be part of the entire play 
and will make up the Nativity actors as the Christmas Story is told.  
 

Practice CDs will be given out to work on songs at home.  
 

The Play, “Red-Letter Christmas” will be presented on Sunday, 
Dec 5, 10:45 – 11:30 am in the Church. This Sunday is also the 
day of the parish Christmas Fair. The play will be live-streamed.  
 

It will be presented again on Wednesday, Dec 15, 6:45-7:30 pm 
in the church for religion classes. Community members are 
invited to attend either or both presentations. 
Some of the songs from the play will also be 
sung at the 4pm Christmas Eve Mass. If you 
can and want to be in the play, but can’t make 
it to the Christmas Eve Mass, that’s okay.  
 

Please email me (mcmillen752@gmail.com) 
with best phone number to send text 
messages. Then I’ll have 2 ways to 
communicate with you.  

Church Cleaning -  Nancy Stauff & Barb Weinandt are 
scheduled to clean the church by October 31. 

St. Henry News 

Community and Social Events 

Friday, November 5, 2021 Spaghetti Dinner - from 4:30-
7:30 pm, Knights of Columbus Hall, New Prague. A 
matching grant fundraiser sponsored by St. John Council of 
Catholic United Financial. Tickets available at the door. 
There will be take-outs. Adults $9, Children $4, under 3 are 
free. Dinner will include homemade marinara sauce, 
spaghetti noodles, garlic bread, Caesar salad, and  cake for 
dessert! Join us for this fun and delicious fundraiser! 

Monday, November 1, 2021 Solemnity of All Saints 
Because All Saints falls on a Monday, it is not a Holy Day of 

Obligation this year, however, we will be 
offering a Mass for those who would like to 
observe this Solemnity by attending Mass. 

All Saints Mass - Monday, November 1 
10:00 AM at Church of St. Mary 

This day is to honor all the saints, known and 
unknown, who are enjoying the eternal 

presence of our God in Heaven. We are connected to them in the great 
Communion of Saints, and we call upon their intercession for us, 

that we too may one day enter into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Tuesday, November 2, 2021 Feast of All Souls 
This feast is not a holy day of obligation, however, we will offer a 

Mass on this day at 5PM at Church of St. Mary 
 

This day is to commemorate all those who have 
passed from this world for whom we still pray 
with a spirit of faith and charity. We are 
encouraged to remember our loved ones and 
others and offer prayers on their behalf.   

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 10am-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

October 24, 2021  

The physical healing 

of Bartimaeus is a 

powerful reminder 

that, when we open 

ourselves to God’s 

grace, we can be 

healed of that 

blindness of spirit 

that sometimes 

prevents us from 

following Jesus with 

freedom and joy, 

which is an important 

part of discipleship.  
 

Bro. Silas Henderson, S.D.S.  



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Just this week, as some of you have heard, Pope Francis has 
assigned Bishop Cozzens to be the bishop of the Diocese of 
Crookston. Crookston is in the very northwestern corner of 
Minnesota, bordering North Dakota and Canada. The nuncio 
called him on the 4th, and he was under papal secret for almost 
two weeks before he could tell anyone. The papal nuncio, a bishop 
assigned to be the pope's representative, told him the pope's will 
that he would be the new bishop of Crookston.   I am sad that he is 
leaving us as he was my formation advisor in Seminary and a good 
bishop, but excited about what this means for the people in that 
northern diocese. Read more about the appointment in the Catholic 
Spirit: thecatholicspirit.com 
 

The Church's hierarchy is brutal for people to understand these 
days. But it is a beautiful yet messy reality. I like to think of it as 
the bone structure of the body. Without the bones, the body would 
become a gelatinous mass without order or solidity. We don't get 
to decide who our leaders are, just like we don't get to choose what 
we believe. Our faith is revealed to us by God in the Bible and 
through Sacred Tradition. St. Paul tells us in speaking of the 
Eucharist, "For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to 
you." God uses certain people to convey to reveal who he is and 
his plan of salvation. The Church is the guardian of this plan and 
revelation as she is preserved from error in faith and morals. Jesus 
tells us, "I will give you the Holy Spirit the Paraclete to lead you 
and guide you into all truth." By its nature, scripture comes from 
God and calls us to conform our lives to Christ's message.  
Bishops, along with the pope as successors of the Apostles, are 
guardians of scripture. They are to pass on and guide us according 
to the authentic teaching of the Church. The pope and the bishops 
discern genuine growth in the faith as coming from God.   
 

Following the Lord is challenging. Jesus calls us to live contrary to 
worldly standards, and we need our leaders to challenge us in just 
the same way. I talked in the sacristy with parishioners just the 
other day about the difficulty other faiths might have because the 
congregation decides who their pastors are. The wisdom of the 
hierarchy is such that it enables priests and bishops to speak the 
hard truths of our faith. Granted, we cannot be blasting fire and 
brimstone every Mass because we don't want to discourage people.   
At the same time, true love comes with the truth that we are 
broken, but loved. Love is to desire the true good for another. For 
example, alcoholics need encouragement, support, but they don't 
need a drink though they might want it. Children need to eat their 
vegetables, and people need to repent and turn away from sin.  
 

Bishops and priests are human and 
they are sinners. Like the book of 
Hebrews tells us, God called them 
to be his representatives and lead us 
to heaven. Again, this is a vast topic, 
and I find myself overwhelmed with 
what could be said but be free to ask 
us, priests, if you have questions. 
Let us pray that Bishop Cozzens has 
a fruitful ministry in Crookston.    
  

In Christ, 
Fr. Michael 

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 

Monday, October 25 
 

Tuesday, October 26 
5:00 pm Mass Living & Deceased of Steve Wetzel  
                family 
5:30 - 9:00 pm Adoration  
6:00 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Wednesday, October 27 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of John C. &  
              Mabel Krenik family 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, October 28 
9:00 am Mass J. Gordon McCabe† 
 

Friday, October 29 
9:00 am Mass Thomas & Michael Thornton†† 
6:00 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, October 30 
4:15 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry)  
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Living & Deceased of  
                 Rose & Tom Clifford family 
 

Sunday, October 31 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Lillian Hoffman†, Jeanne  
                O’Meara, & Gerald O’Meara†  
12:15 pm Mass - Spanish (St. Mary) 
 

 
 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, October 25 
7:00 pm Doctors of the Church Seminar 
 

Tuesday, October 26 
Communion Calls - Sub Needed 
1:00 pm Mission Sewing 
5:45 pm CCW Board Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm Synod Small Groups 
  

Wednesday, October 27 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
6:30-7:30 pm -Faith Formation Classes &  
                          Confirmation II Sponsor Night &   
                          Confirmation I & II Parent Meeting 
 

Thursday, October 28 
 

Friday, October 29 
 

Saturday, October 30 
 

Sunday, October 31 
 
 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 
St. Mary’s Church, Le Center  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, October 31, 2021 

Deuteronomy 6:2-6    Hebrews 7:23-28 
Mark 12:28b-34 

 

Grief, Hope, & Healing     Wednesdays 10AM-11AM      Church of St. Mary Mission Room 
A nondenominational grief support group for women who have experienced the death of a spouse or significant 

other. You are not alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you are going through. The 
group offers an opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing and hope from your loss. 

No registration is necessary. For more information call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities Retreat 
If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child or children to abortion, come and experience 

the compassionate mercy of Jesus Christ on our confidential weekend retreat. Rachel’s Vineyard 
Twin Cities’ retreats are open to anyone impacted by abortion—women, men, grandparents, siblings, 

and health care professionals. The next retreat is November 5-7, 2021 in the Twin Cities area. 
For more information contact Nancy at rachels@rvineyardmn.org, call 763-250-9313 or see www.rvineyardmn.org. 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

Faith Formation 

This year we have 24 students who are preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation which will be held on April 9, 2022. 
We are reaching out to all parishioners to pray for these students. If this is something you would like to do, please sign-
up on the sheet provided in the back of the Church of St. Mary.  
 

Then, throughout the year, pray for these confirmandi! You may write letters or cards letting them know you are praying 
for them, share with them in writing a favorite prayer or bible verse, etc. These can be dropped off at the parish office or 
mailed to the Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry, 165 N Waterville Ave, Le Center, MN 56057.  
 

Any questions please feel free to reach out to Sarah Denn at sdenn@blc.edu.  

Please pray for our 
Confirmation students! 

Dates to Remember: 
October 27 – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes, & Confirmation II Sponsor Night,& Confirmation I & II Parent Meeting  
                     (Confirmation I & II students, sponsors, and parents meet in the church for opening prayer and directions) 
November 3  – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes - All grades & Kindergarten, KC Posters go home 
November 10 – No regular FF classes 
                         NET Retreat - Confirmation I & II students only 3:30-9pm, snack, Mass, & dinner included 
November 17 - 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation (all grades) 
 

Confirmation I & II - Check out the new Confirmation webpage: https://www.stmarysthenry.org/confirmation 
 

Confirmation I and II students, don’t forget to log your service hours. If you do not have a form to document your hours 
yet, please let your catechist or Cris Young know. Also, Mass notes are available at the entrances of the church. 
 
 

The Synod is on!  CONFIRMATION STUDENTS can receive volunteer service hours for attending!  Please see this 
bulletin for dates and times!  Your input is valuable for our faith community! 

 
Formed.org is available online and as an app. Check out this wonderful 
resource for family faith formation! Use our parish code 3675db. 
 
 

 

Please download the Remind App for quick and easy Faith Formation updates and information. 
Our class code is 7g962b. 

 
                   Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation. 
                  For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's Church, Le Center 
 

 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”  Genesis 1:27 

 

Cris Young      
Faith Formation Coordinator/Safe Environment Coordinator    
crisayoung@frontier.com    

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/
mailto:sdenn@blc.edu


 

Just two dates left! 
 

Tuesday, October 26 
Tuesday, November 2 

St. Mary 
Social Hall 

6:30-8:30 pm 
each evening 

Young Adults and High Schoolers: We Need Your Voice! Ever thought the Catholic Church doesn ’t offer you the 
community or resources you need to grow in your faith, as a young adult or high schooler? Do you have a great idea of 

how to engage your peers in the faith, or something great you’ve experienced in the Church you’d like to share with 
others? We will be discussing the topic “Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young” in our 

upcoming meetings and would love to have you join us! 

October 16-17, 2021                 St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    3486.36         $         410.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1410.00         $         20.00 
Plate            $      187.25         $       112.00 
  

Total            $    5083.61         $       542.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$     658.61         -$      283.00 
 

Weekly Building Fund           $      316.74 
Weekly Cemetery Project      $      371.25  

 

Parish Stewardship 

On Friday, October 22, we celebrated the feast day of 
Pope St John Paul II, a great defender of life. Respect 
Life Month gives us a perfect opportunity to pray. 

 
 

Prayer for Life 
  

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, Mother of the 
living, to you do we entrust the cause of life: 

 

Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers of 
babies not allowed to be born, of the poor whose lives 

are made difficult, of men and women who are 
victims of brutal violence, of the elderly and sick 
killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 

 

Grant that all who believe in your son may proclaim 
the Gospel of life with honesty and love to the people 

of our time. 
 

Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a 
gift ever new, the joy of celebrating it with gratitude 

throughout their lives, and the courage to bear 
witness to it resolutely, in order to build, together 

with all people of good will, the civilization of truth 
and love, to the praise and glory of God, the Creator 

and lover of life. 
 

St. John Paul II – The Gospel of Life 
25 March 1995 – The Annunciation of the LORD  

 

 
Currently our pro-life team is sponsoring a drive to 
collect new baby items during this month of October, 
Respect Life Month. These items will be donated to 
“Options for Women", Mankato. This non-profit 
organization exists to help both women and men in the 
surrounding area with the assistance, guidance and 
education they need when facing an unplanned 
pregnancy. Know that your donations will give hope 

and non-judgmental 
help to mothers, 
fathers and babies 
who are in need. A 
list is located at both 
W and S entrances of 

the church. If you’d rather make a monetary donation, 
one of the pro-life members will shop for you. Place 
your donation in an envelope marked “Options for 
Women” and drop in the weekend collection or at the 
parish office throughout the month of October. Please 
make your check out to St. Mary Pro-Life Team and 
write “Options for Women” in the memo line. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

“Witness of Life” 
World Mission Sunday is celebrated 
this weekend, October 23-24. On 
this day, every parish, school, and 
order celebrate World Mission 
Sunday and our baptismal call to 
bring the Gospel to all. This 
collection supports over 1,100 
vulnerable communities worldwide. 

This year, we recognize an individual from our archdiocese, 
as an example, of those who have chosen a “witness of life” 
and are serving the poor and hungry in many areas. Join our 
brothers and sisters and support mission dioceses, 
everywhere. You can contribute to this appeal at your 
parish (make your check out to Church of St. Mary or 
Church of St. Henry and use envelope provided in last 
weekend’s bulletin or write “World Mission Sunday” in 
the memo line or place cash in a plain envelope marked 
“World Mission Sunday” and drop in this weekend’s 
collection basket or drop off at the parish office during 
the week.), or at https://centerformission.org/contribute-
donation-form/. Questions? Contact Eric Simon, 651.291.4446.  

October 30 - October 31: 
Thirty-first Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Emma Germscheid Jim Selly     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Carly Hartwig 
Kaitlyn Hartwig 

Margaret Traxler Debra O'Connell 
Donald Reak 

Philip Campbell 
Peter Plut 
Norman Schmidt 
Timothy Wolf 

Please help the 2021 Le Sueur County Santa Anonymous 
 

Your gifts will help make this a Merry Christmas for LeSueur 
County children ages newborn to 18 years! Please make your 

donation prior to November 10 to allow volunteers throughout the 
county to purchase gifts. CASH is the greatest need since gifts 
will be specific to each child this year! Your 
donation can be made at Hometown Bank 
(Cleveland) and First National Bank & First 

State Bank (Le Center). For program 
information, contact LeSueur County Human 

Services (Cindy W.) 507-357-8298. For 
Donation/toy/drive through information or 

receipts for tax purposes, contact volunteer 
LuAnn L. 507-357-4850.  


