
 

THE CCW FALL SALAD LUNCHEON  was cancelled due to COVID concerns. 
The proceeds from salad luncheons are used for liturgical supplies (bread, wine, 
candles, ashes, palms, and holy week supplies), Living Faith books, Masses for 

deceased CCW Members, Missalettes, banners and flowers for the altar, 
speakers, fellowship opportunities, and supplies for the Mission Room. Thank you 
for your support. Please use the envelope found in last weekend’s bulletin. Write 
your check out to “St. Mary CCW” and note “Fall Salad Luncheon” on the memo line. Drop your donation in the Sunday collection 

basket or bring to the parish office throughout the week.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 
CCW Memorial Service for Deceased CCW Members  

will be held on Sunday, November 7 following the 9:00am Mass at Church of St. Mary. 
     We will be recognizing the members we have lost over the last 10 years with a 
special candle lighting ceremony for those who passed away in  2020 and 2021. 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

Mass Counts for October 2021 

For 4 weeks in October, the Archdiocese asks that all parishes count 

in person attendance at each Mass and submit that information to the 

chancery. We have wonderful volunteers who count at each Mass 

and report it to the Parish Office. Here are the results: 

 5:00PM 9:00AM 12:15PM 

October   3 98 186 86 

October 10 64 158 104 

October 17 63 221 74 

October 24 98 191 121 

Sacramental Life 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays 5:30PM - 9:00PM 

Wednesdays 9:30AM - 9:00PM 
in the Cry Room.   

 

The Wednesday 10am, 12pm, 1pm & 
3 pm hours are all in need of a second adorer. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to sign up for an hour, 
please contact Gloria in the parish office 

or Joyce 357-4410 

Spiritual Enrichment 
and Education Opportunities 

Community and Social Events 

Friday, November 5, 2021 Spaghetti Dinner - from 4:30
-7:30 pm, Knights of Columbus Hall, New Prague. A 
matching grant fundraiser sponsored by St. John Council 
of Catholic United Financial. Tickets available at the door. 
There will be take-outs. Adults $9, Children $4, under 3 
are free. Dinner will include homemade marinara sauce, 
spaghetti noodles, garlic bread, Caesar salad, and  cake 
for dessert! Join us for this fun and delicious fundraiser! 
 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 4th Annual Veterans Day 
Breakfast - Le Center American Legion from 8:30am-
12pm or while supplies last. Veterans eat breakfast free, 
family member is asked to make a free will donation. 
Take out available. Covered wagon rides will be 
available.  
 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 6th Annual Chilifest 
2021 - American Legion Post #108, Le Center, MN, 11am
-3pm. Chili winners announced at 2:15pm. $10 donation 
at the door, Veterans get in free with proof. Proceeds go 
to support our local Veterans, service members, and 
families. See flyer on church entrance bulletin board for 
details. 

Monday, November 1, 2021 Solemnity of All Saints 
Because All Saints falls on a Monday, it is not a Holy Day of 

Obligation this year, however, we will be 
offering a Mass for those who would like to 
observe this Solemnity by attending Mass. 

All Saints Mass - Monday, November 1 
10:00 AM at Church of St. Mary 

(8AM at Marysburg) 
This day is to honor all the saints, known and 

unknown, who are enjoying the eternal presence of our God in 
Heaven. We are connected to them in the great Communion of Saints, 
and we call upon their intercession for us, that we too may one day 

enter into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Tuesday, November 2, 2021 Feast of All Souls 
This feast is not a holy day of obligation, however, we will offer a 

Mass on this day at 5PM at Church of St. Mary 
(8AM at Cleveland) 

This day is to commemorate all those who have 
passed from this world for whom we still pray with 
a spirit of faith and charity. We are encouraged to 
remember our loved ones and others and offer 
prayers on their behalf.   

St. Mary’s Annual 
Christmas Fair 
Sunday, December 5th 
from 8:30am—12:30pm 
 

The day will include: 
Bake Sale, Silent Auction, Raffle Baskets, Kids 
Games and The Nativity Play. 
 

Brunch will be served by the Knights of Columbus 
 

To share your ideas or volunteer: please contact 
Colleen Budin   budinbc2@gmail.com 
Doreen Hogan hoganmd21@gmail.com 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Receptionist: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Accounting/Bookkeeping: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 10am-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 6-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. Henry) 
Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

October 31, 2021  

 Jesus reminds us that 

life is a sacred dance 

featuring ourselves, our 

neighbors, and God. 

We are drawn to the 

heart of our neighbors 

because of God’s sacred 

presence alive in their 

souls. It draws us out of 

ourselves and to them. 

We need to hear, 

once again, who God 

is and who we are so 

that we can fittingly 

and properly live with 

one another.  
 

Fr. Mark Suslenko 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

Tough questions, no easy answers… 
 

Dear parishioners, a number of you have been asking about the 
weekend Mass schedule for our parishes and whether we are going to 
be returning to the schedule we had before Covid-19 affected us. Please, 
allow me to explain why this question is not so easy to answer.  
 

In our Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, a priest is generally 
permitted to celebrate up to three Masses on a Sunday and up to 2 masses on 
any other day of the week (e.g. Saturday). A priest should only celebrate 
the full number of Masses permitted because of pastoral necessity.  
 

Our pre-covid-19 Mass schedule was such that I regularly celebrated 4 
weekend Masses (1 on Saturday and 3 on Sunday). In addition, I frequently 
celebrated weddings and Quinceñeras on Saturday mornings/afternoons, 
which means I often celebrated 5 Masses on the weekend in total. 
 

I could just “toughen up” and continue to choose to celebrate all these 
Masses; however, when considering that the Church has instituted the 
laws mentioned above precisely in part to both protect priests from 
burnout and to help ensure that the Mass is always celebrated in an 
appropriately dignified manner, it is hard to reasonably justify this kind 
of “toughening up.”  
 

I want to continue to serve you as your priest and Pastor, but 
unnecessarily multiplying the number of Masses celebrated on the 
weekend is not going to help in this regard. If a priest burns out, the lay 
faithful will ultimately suffer. Even if a priest (I) doesn’t burn out, 
celebrating Masses that aren’t appropriately dignified isn’t going to 
serve us as it should in our desire and need to grow in our faith and 
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I think it is time for us to begin asking ourselves and each other the 
following questions: 

1. What is the main reason I attend the Holy Mass? Is it to 
encounter God and to offer my life to Him and feed on His 
grace through the Holy Scripture and the Holy Eucharist? 

2. Do I want to celebrate the Holy Mass in the most 
appropriately dignified manner or am I more concerned with 
merely fulfilling my obligation to attend Mass and getting 
through it as quickly as I can? 

3. Am I willing to sacrifice my preferred time or day of going to 
Mass in order that my experience and that of my parish 
community of celebrating the Holy Mass on the weekend can 
be much richer and more meaningful? 

4. How many Masses do we truly need to celebrate on a 
weekend so that the spiritual and practical needs of our parish 
communities are fulfilled? 

5. Am I willing to volunteer in various liturgical roles and/or 
other ways (e.g. liturgical decorating) in my parish to help 
enrichen the worship experience for all gathered at Mass and 
help protect the long-lasting viability of our parish? 

6. If things stay exactly as they are today in our parish, what will 
our parish likely look like in 15 years? 

 

I know these are not easy questions to answer. Yet, we need to be 
thinking in terms of how our parish (especially through the Mass) can 
best serve us and our families in the long run in our spiritual life. This 
is, after all, the main reason for our existence as a parish/es. I welcome 
any and all feedback. Feel free to speak to me face-to-face, to call or 
email me, and/or to express your thoughts and opinions to our pastoral 
council members and/or Trustees.  
 

I hold each of you in prayer. Please, do the same for me.      
  

With fatherly love,  
Fr. Stiles           

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 

Monday, November 1 ALL SAINTS  
10:00 am Mass Solemnity of All Saints 
 

Tuesday, November 2 ALL SOULS 
5:00 pm Mass For all the faithful departed 
5:30 - 9:00 pm Adoration  
6:00 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Wednesday, November 3 
9:00 am Mass Tony Wieland† & J Gordon McCabe† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, November 4 
No Daily Mass (Please note change for this week) 
 

FIRST Friday, November 5 
9:00 am Mass James O’Meara† 
6:00 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, November 6 
4:15 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry)  
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) J Gordon McCabe† 
 

Sunday, November 7 

9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Jack McCourtney† &  
   Living  & Deceased of Cemensky & Androli families 
12:15 pm Mass -Spanish (St Mary) For the Parish 
 

 
 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, November 1 
7:00 pm Doctors of the Church Seminar 
 

Tuesday, November 2 
1:00 pm Mission Sewing 
6:30-8:30 pm Synod Small Groups 
  

Wednesday, November 3 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
6:30-7:30 pm -Faith Formation Classes (& Kindergarten) 
                          
Thursday, November 4 
 

FIRST Friday, November 5 
AM Communion Calls 
 

Saturday, November 6 
Daylight Saving Time 
 

Sunday, November 7 
CCW Memorial Service after the 9am Mass 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Note: 
There will not be Daily Mass on 

Thursday, November 4 
& Thursday, November 11. 

Readings for next Sunday, November 7, 2021 

1 Kings 17:10-16    Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 

Fr. Stiles will be out of the office November 1-11. 
Fr. Michael and staff will be available during that 
time to assist parishioners. We keep Fr. Stiles in 
our prayers during his time away. May his time be 
fruitful and filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Christmas Play Practice! 
Practices will be mostly Sundays after the 9am Mass with added practices as we get closer to performance 
dates. Practice CDs will be given out to work on songs at home.  
 

Adults with imagination and creativity are needed to help build the stage scenes and others to go over parts 
with the little actors. First and Second grade students can be part of the entire play and will make up the 
Nativity actors as the Christmas Story is told.  
 

The Play, “Red-Letter Christmas” will be presented on Sunday, Dec 5, 10:45 – 11:30 am in the Church. This 
Sunday is also the day of the parish Christmas Fair. The play will be live-streamed.  It will be presented again 
on Wednesday, Dec 15, 6:45-7:30 pm in the church for religion classes. Community members are invited to attend either or 
both presentations. Some of the songs from the play will also be sung at the 4pm Christmas Eve Mass. If you can and want to 
be in the play, but can’t make it to the Christmas Eve Mass, that’s okay.  
 

Please email me (mcmillen752@gmail.com) with phone number to send text messages. Then, I’ll have 2 ways to communicate 
with you.  

This year we have 24 students who are preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation which will be held on April 9, 2022. 
We are reaching out to all parishioners to pray for these students. If this is something you would like to do, please sign-
up on the sheet provided in the back of the Church of St. Mary.  
 

Then, throughout the year, pray for these confirmandi! You may write letters or cards letting them know you are praying 
for them, share with them in writing a favorite prayer or bible verse, etc. These can be dropped off at the parish office or 
mailed to the Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry, 165 N Waterville Ave, Le Center, MN 56057.  
 

Any questions please feel free to reach out to Sarah Denn at sdenn@blc.edu.  

Please pray for our 
Confirmation students! 

Faith Formation 

Dates to Remember: 
November   3  – 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes - All grades & Kindergarten, KC Posters go home 
November 10  – No regular Faith Formation classes 
                           NET Retreat - Confirmation I & II students only 3:30-9pm, snack, Mass, & dinner included 
November 17  - 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation (all grades) 
November 24  - No Faith Formation Classes 
 

Confirmation I & II - Check out the new Confirmation webpage: https://www.stmarysthenry.org/confirmation 
 

*Confirmation I and II students can earn service hours for attending the Synod meetings. Only one left! Put it 
in your calendar now (Tuesday, November 2, 6:30-8:30pm, St. Mary Social Hall). 
 

Did you know? 
Eucharistic Adoration During the Mass we give special attention to the moments when the priest lifts up the consecrated 
host. You may hear the bells ringing at this time to alert us that Jesus is now present in in the Eucharist. In the Middle 
Ages, people would come early to Mass to find a good location to see or gaze upon this great event. During this time of 
adoration of the Eucharist during the Mass, we gaze upon the Body and Blood of Christ and know that we are coming 
face to face with God. 

 

Formed.org is available online and as an app. Check out this wonderful resource for 
family faith formation! Use our parish code 3675db. 
 

 

Please download the Remind App for quick and easy Faith Formation updates and information. 
Our class code is 7g962b. 

 
                   Like us on Facebook! For Faith Formation News go to St Mary & St Henry Faith Formation. 
                  For other news in the parish go to St. Mary's Church, Le Center 
 

“Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O Lord, and this is your kingdom. 
We adore you as the one who is over all things.”  1 Chronicles 29:11 

 

Cris Young      
Faith Formation Coordinator/Safe Environment Coordinator    
crisayoung@frontier.com    

mailto:sdenn@blc.edu


Le Center Food Shelf - Open Hours 
 

First Monday of the month 1:00-3:00 
Every Wednesday 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

 

Or by appointment 507-357-4076 
Serving residents of Le Center  

 

Donations of plastic grocery bags are 
needed at this time. Thank you! 

St. Mary's Thrift Store 
69 E Minnesota St. 

Le Center   507-357-6942 
 

OPEN HOURS 10 AM - 4 PM 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

& Thursdays   

St. Mary 
Social Hall 

6:30-8:30 pm 
each evening 

 

Just one date left! 
 

Tuesday, November 2 

Young Adults and High Schoolers: We Need Your Voice! Ever thought the Catholic Church doesn ’t offer you the 
community or resources you need to grow in your faith, as a young adult or high schooler? Do you have a great idea of 

how to engage your peers in the faith, or something great you’ve experienced in the Church you’d like to share with 
others? We will be discussing the topic “Forming youth and young adults in and for a Church that is always young” in our 

upcoming meetings and would love to have you join us! 

 

Greetings to Active Duty Military — This holiday season the American Legion Post 108 would 
like to send a greeting to all active duty military personnel from the parishes of St. Mary & St. Henry. 

If you have an active duty person in your family and would like to participate, please leave their 
name and address with the church secretary or email Anita Janda (American Legion Post 108 

Commander) at anita.janda@yahoo.com or call her at 952-228-0386. It’s been a difficult year for 
these dedicated people and we want to let them know we support them. 

 

Grief, Hope, & Healing     Wednesdays 10AM-11AM      Church of St. Mary Mission Room 
A nondenominational grief support group for women who have experienced the death of a spouse or 

significant other. You are not alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you are going 
through. The group offers an opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing and hope 

from your loss. No registration is necessary. For more information call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 
 

American Red Cross - Le Center Blood Drive 
American Legion, 97 S Park Ave, Le Center          Monday, November 15, 2021          12:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: Le Center 
to schedule an appointment. Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history 

questions on the day of your appointment. 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

October 23-24, 2021                 St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    3003.22         $         595.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $     220.00          $       370.00 
Plate            $      210.00         $       124.50 
  

Total            $    3433.22         $     1089.50 
 

Diff. from budget                  -$     991.78        +$      264.50 
 

Weekly Building Fund           $       66.47 
Weekly Cemetery Project      $       

 

Parish Stewardship 

Thank you to all who have generously donated to our 
pro-life team’s drive to collect new baby items for 
“Options for Women”/Mankato. We will leave our 

collection areas in 
place until Sunday, 
November 7. If you 
would like to make a 
donation, there is still 
time. A list of items 

needed is located at both the west and south entrances 
of the church. If you prefer to make a monetary 
donation, place your donation in an envelope marked 
“Options for Women” and drop it in the weekend 
collection or at the parish office. Please make your 
check payable to St. Mary Pro-Life Team and indicate 
“Options for Women” in the memo line. The pro-life 
team will do your shopping for you. Thank you again 
for your generosity.  
 

“Options for Women” is a faith-based non-profit  
organization dedicated to empowering individuals to 
make life-affirming decisions regarding pregnancy, 
relationships, and health in a caring and professional 
environment. Some of the services offered free to 
charge are: pregnancy testing, limited obstetrical 
ultrasound, compassionate care, educational 
opportunities and resources, earn while you learn 
(mentor-led parenting education program and material 
support), essential relationship education, adoption 
information and referrals, referrals for housing, 
education and financial assistance, and referrals for 
professional counseling and prenatal care. “Options 
for Women”/Mankato does not provide or refer for 
abortion services. 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

“Witness of Life” 
Thank you for expressing your 
missionary spirit by offering gifts of 
support during World Mission 
Sunday. To date, our parishes 
collected $1480 to help bring the 
good news to small, young, and 
often poor mission dioceses 
worldwide and to celebrate those 

missionaries who have chosen a “Witness of Life.” 
You can still contribute to this appeal at: 
https://centerformission.org/contribute-donation-form/. 
Questions? Contact Eric Simon, 651.291.4446.  

Church Cleaning -  Terry Blaschko & Charlene Boettcher are 
scheduled to clean the church by November 7. 

St. Henry News 

Please help the 2021 Le Sueur County Santa Anonymous 
 

Your gifts will help make this a Merry Christmas for LeSueur 
County children ages newborn to 18 years! Please make your 

donation prior to November 10 to allow volunteers 
throughout the county to purchase gifts. CASH is the greatest 

need since gifts will be specific to each child 
this year! Your donation can be made at 
Hometown Bank (Cleveland) and First 

National Bank & First State Bank (Le Center). 
For program information, contact LeSueur 

County Human Services (Cindy W.) 507-357-
8298. For Donation/toy/drive through 

information or receipts for tax purposes, 
contact volunteer LuAnn L. 507-357-4850.  

November 6 - November 7: 
Thirty-second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Zach Holicky Mike Wilmes     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Brendan Frederick 

Volunteer Needed 
Sarah Denn Kathy Traxler 

Jeff Traxler 
Scott Blaschko 
Robert Goettl 
Brendan O'Keefe 
Brad O'Keefe 

REMEMBER TO SET 

YOUR CLOCKS BACK 

ONE HOUR BEFORE 

YOU GO TO BED ON 

SATURDAY NIGHT, 

NOVEMBER 6. 

Note to Lectors:  The New Lector  Workbook has 
arrived! Please take yours today and use it in 
preparation for your scheduled Sundays. 
Workbooks can be found in the sacristy at St. Mary. 
 

This is for Year C and covers the liturgical year, 
from the First Sunday of Advent, November 28, 
2021 to the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe, November 20, 2022. 


