
We welcome the newest member of the Church 
through the waters of Baptism:  

Axel Domingo Lopez & Leonel Zuniga Jr. 
 

Baptism 
Please contact Fr. Michael via email or phone to schedule your 
child’s baptism. Parents are asked to attend a class on the 
sacrament of baptism (virtually, if necessary). Due to the great 
importance of this sacrament we encourage you not to delay in 
requesting this sacrament. It is desirable that parents make 
contact with us even before the birth of the child.  
 

Baptism - Contact Fr. Michael for baptism in English or Fr. Stiles 
for baptism in Spanish.  
 

Marriage - contact Fr. Michael at least 6 months in advance.  
All couples must complete a weekend retreat as well as marriage 
preparation classes.   
 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish once 
each year in the spring. For private anointing, contact the parish 
office. In an emergency call 507-456-8473. 
 

Communion calls for ill or homebound -contact the Parish 
Office. 

Please Pray For: 
 
 

Jolene Zell     Holden Zell     Dave Krenik 
Gene Holicky    Belinda Krenik     Greg Goettl 

 
  

We also keep in prayer all residents at area assisted living and 
long-term care facilities and our homebound parishioners.  

Community and Social Events 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 Dad’s Belgian Waffle Breakfast & 
Cookie Walk - St. Anne’s School, 511 N 4th St., Le Sueur, MN, 
8:30am-Noon. Hosted by the St. Anne’s CCW & St. Anne’s 
Patron’s and Friends. All you can eat waffles, sausage, & 
toppings. Advanced tickets $8, at the door $10, 5 and under free. 
The Cookie Walk is a great way to do your holiday baking. Choose 
from a large assortment, pay by the pound. Call Pam Schwartz 
(507-665-4323) for tickets. 

Sacramental Life 

St. Mary’s Annual 
Christmas Fair 

Sunday, December 5th 
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Gather with your church/parish family, 
friends and neighbors to share the joy and 

celebrate the spirit of the Season 
 

Check out what’s new for 2021! 
 

The Play “A Red Letter Christmas” 
 Will be presented at 10:45-11:45 am in the 

church. The play will be live-streamed. 
 

Silent Auction and Raffle Baskets  
 Extended display area & check out the new 

Silent Auction nook! 
 Donate individual items that will be 

magically grouped together  
 Create your own themed basket 
 Volunteers are needed to help put baskets 

together 
 Starting Saturday morning, 

December 4th at 11:00 am 
Donations should be brought into the Parish 
Center before Saturday, Dec 4th 
 

Bake Sale  
 Due to recent COVID regulations, 

we will not have the Cookie Patch 
area this year. 

 You will find your holiday cookies 
packaged in the Bake Sale area 

 Please bake some of your favorite goodies  
 Cookies, Bars, Candies, Fudge and Breads 
 No Cakes, Cupcakes or Pies, please 
 Donations can be dropped off in non-

returnable containers/ice cream pails and 
we will package and mark them for you! 

Bake Sale items can be dropped off on Saturday, 
Dec 4th between 9am and 4:30pm or early 
Sunday morning 
 

Returning Favorites: 
 

Kids Games 
Donations for prizes –  

 Candy, fun food or snack items 
 Beverage items such as pop, Gatorade or 

juice boxes 
 Small toys or craft items 

Donations can be brought into the Parish Center 
 

Brunch 
 Served by the Knights of Columbus 

 

To share your ideas or volunteer: please contact 
Colleen Budin   budinbc2@gmail.com 
Doreen Hogan hoganmd21@gmail.com 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS, HELP, 
AND PRAYERS FOR THIS ANNUAL 

FELLOWSHIP EVENT! 

PICK UP A 2022 CALENDAR IN CHURCH ENTRANCES 
Featuring beautiful artwork and Catholic feasts and solemnities 

taken from the Liturgical Calendar of the Untied States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on Divine Worship. 

St. Mary's Thrift Store 
69 E Minnesota St. 

Le Center   507-357-6942 
 

OPEN HOURS 10 AM - 4 PM 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 

& Thursdays  
 

The Christmas Room is now open! 
We are accepting donations of Christmas decorations to 

sell in the Christmas Room. Thank you! 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Office Administrator: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Business Administrator: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 10am-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 5:30-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 3:45-4:45 (St. 
Henry)  Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 28, 2021  

All-powerful God, 

increase our strength 

of will for doing good 

that Christ may find 

an open heart and 

eager welcome at his 

coming. Amen. 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

The Four Last Things 
A series on Death, Judgement, Heaven, Hell 

 

Death 
Happy Advent to all of you! This is my favorite liturgical season of 
the whole year. It is a time charged with hope. Since the season of 
Advent is both a time of preparation to celebrate the first coming of 
Christ as well as preparation for the second coming of Christ at the 
end of time, I thought it would be worthwhile to ponder together what 
have traditionally been called the four last things: death, judgement, 
heaven, and hell. For this first Sunday of Advent, let us begin with death. 
 

To think about death with the correct perspective, we must first 
acknowledge and hold firmly that death was not intended nor created 
by God. Death, rather, is the consequence of Adam and Eve’s free 
choice to sin against God. It is therefore a punishment inflicted upon 
Adam and Eve for their disobedience. Death, however, can also 
rightfully be seen as an act of God’s mercy insofar as death prevents 
us from having to live forever in a corrupted state (i.e. with suffering, 
weakened minds, weakened wills, inclination to commit sin, under 
the influence of Satan).  
 

Henceforth, death is “inherited” so to speak like a disease by all of 
Adam and Eve’s descendants (every human being!). St. Paul writes, 
“Therefore, just as through one person [Adam] sin entered the 
world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to all…” (Rom 
5:12). But what is death exactly? If we are going to begin to 
understand this, we first need to understand the basics of what it is to 
a human being.  
 

We human beings are made of body and soul, intimately united. We 
are not souls trapped in a body. Nor are we bodies inhabiting a soul. 
Rather, we are embodied souls. Therefore, when you touch my 
shoulder, for example, you are touching me, not just my body. We are 
now prepared to answer the question.     
   

Death is the temporary separation of the soul from the body. Because 
the soul is immortal, it continues to live on while the body follows the 
course of nature and decays. Because we are only fully human when 
we are united as body and soul together, the soul, as it were, waits for 
the reunion of its body.  
 

Part of the great news of Christianity is that Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead with his formerly deceased body which had now been glorified. 
This means that in heaven we will be our full, true selves: body and 
soul together. Our soul will be perfectly sanctified and our bodies 
indescribably glorified.  
 

Since our bodies are intimately united to our soul while we are alive 
and our souls have been united to God through Baptism, our body has 
become a living dwelling place of God. This is the main reason we 
must always treat the human body with great respect, even after death. 
Moreover, the body, as I already mentioned, is destined to be raised from 
the dead and glorified. All the more reason to treat it with dignity!   
 

We must always remember, though, especially during this Advent 
season, that God hates death (even more than we do). As we will soon 
celebrate in the Christmas season, He will do the unimaginable to 
save us from it.  
 

What happens to the soul after it separates from the body? Stay tuned 
for next weekend’s article.  
 

God bless you all! 
 

With fatherly love, 
Fr. Stiles 

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 

Monday, November 29 
 

Tuesday, November 30 
5:00 pm Mass Ray & Rose Fredrickson†† 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
5:30 - 9:00 pm Adoration  
 

Wednesday, December 1 
9:00 am Mass Ken Traxler† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, December 2 
9:00 am Mass LeRoy & Tim Simonette†† 
 

Friday, December 3 FIRST FRIDAY 
9:00 am Mass Donald Monson† 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, December 4 
3:45 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry)  
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Janice & Francis Selly†† 
 

December 5 Second Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Rich Kopet† & Living &  
                Deceased of  Henry & Angela Simon family 
12:15 pm Mass -Spanish (St Mary) For the Parish 
 

 
 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, November 29 
 

Tuesday, November 30 
1:00 pm Mission Sewing 
  

Wednesday, December 1 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes & Kindergarten 
     Grades 1-5 regular classes 
     Grades 6-9 family formation in the church 
     KC Poster Due 
                          
Thursday, December 2 
7:00 pm KC Meeeting 
 

Friday, December 3 FIRST FRIDAY 
AM Communion Calls 
8:00 pm Guadalupe Rosary Novena 
 

Saturday, December 4 
8:00 am - 1:00 pm Christmas Fair Set-up 
8:00 pm Guadalupe Rosary Novena 
 

December 5 Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30 am - 12:30 pm Christmas Fair (St. Mary) 
6:30 pm - 7:45 pm Penance Service 
8:00 pm Guadalupe Rosary Novena 
 
 

 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 
St. Mary’s Church, Le Center  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, December 5, 2021 
Baruch 5:1-9     Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

Please note the following opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent: 

 

Beginning Sunday, November 28, during Advent: 
Confessions will be heard Saturdays 3:45-4:45 PM, prior to the 
5:00 PM Mass (St. Henry) and Tuesdays & 
Fridays 5:30-6:30 PM  (St. Mary). 
 

Advent Penance Services: 
Sunday, December 5, 6:30-7:45 PM 
at Church of St. Mary. 
 

Sunday, December 19, 6:30-7:45 PM 
at Church of Nativity. 
 

Fr. Stiles, Fr. Michael & additional priest will be available to 
hear confessions during the Penance Service times. 

A selection of Advent prayer and meditation booklets can 
be found in the church entrances for you to take home 
and use as you prepare yourself for the coming of the 

Christ Child. There are items available for individuals, 
families, and teens. Take some time after Mass to pick 

out something to make your Advent fruitful! 
 

We also encourage our 
parishioners to take advantage 
of the wonderful Advent daily 

meditations offered online: 
 

 Best Advent Ever Daily 
Reflections at 

www.dynamiccatholic.com 
 
 
 

Daily Advent Reflections with Dr. Tim Gray at 
daily.formed.org,  

Advent Gospel Reflections from Bishop Robert Barron 
dailycatholicgospel.com/advent 

IMMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASS TIMES 
Holy Day of Obligation 

6:30 PM Vigil Mass, Tuesday, December 7 (at St. Mary) 
9AM Mass, Wednesday, December 8 (at St. Mary) 

 

Due to the 6:30 PM Vigil Mass on December 7, we will 
not have our usual Tuesday evening Eucharistic 

Adoration time. 
 

On December 8, we honor Mary, our 
Mother. The Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception is a Catholic 
feast celebrating Mary's conception 
without sin. Even though this feast day 
occurs in the liturgical season of 
Advent, which prepares for the birth of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Immaculate 
Conception refers to the conception of 
Mary in the womb of her mother, St. 

Anne. The dogma of the Immaculate Conception asserts 
that, "from the first moment of her conception, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was, by the singular grace and privilege of 
Almighty God, and in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
Savior of Mankind, kept free from all stain of original sin." 
 

The observance of this feast began with a Papal encyclical 
by Pope Pius IX, when he formally defined the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception, INEFFABILIS DEUS, on 
December 8, 1854. Several years later, in 1858, the Blessed 
Mother gave her name to St. Bernadette at Lourdes stating, 
"I am the Immaculate Conception." 

Christmas Mass Times 
 

Friday, December 24 
4:00 PM (St. Mary) & 

7:00 PM (Spanish) 
 

Saturday, December 25 
8:00 AM (St. Henry) & 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

 
Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, we will 

not have a Vigil Mass on Saturday at 4pm at 
St. Henry. So, to fulfill your Sunday Obligation you 

will need to attend Mass on Sunday morning. 
We will be offering 3 Masses Sunday, December 26, 

to give options of Mass times and to 
allow for adequate space: 

 

8:00 AM (St. Henry) 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

12:15 PM (St. Mary - Spanish) 
 

If you do attend Mass at a different church on Saturday 
evening, December 25, please be aware that one Mass 
does not fulfill the obligation to attend Mass for both 

Christmas and Sunday, December 26 (Feast of the Holy 
Family). The faithful must attend two Masses - one for 
Christmas and one for Sunday. Also, note that you will 

hear the Christmas readings at a Mass celebrated 
Saturday evening, December 25, even for those attending 

that Mass to fulfill their Sunday obligation. 

Advent & Christmas Season 

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


Christmas Play Practice! 
Practices will be mostly Sundays after the 9am Mass with added practices as we get closer to performance dates. 
Practice CDs will be given out to work on songs at home.  
 

The Play, “Red-Letter Christmas” will be presented on Sunday, Dec 5, 10:45 – 11:30 am in the Church. This Sunday is 
also the day of the parish Christmas Fair. The play will be live-streamed.  It will be presented again on Wednesday, 
December 15, 6:45-7:30 pm in the church for religion classes. Community members are invited to attend either or both 
presentations. Some of the songs from the play will also be sung at the 4pm Christmas Eve Mass. If you can and want 
to be in the play, but can’t make it to the Christmas Eve Mass, that’s okay.  
 

Please email me (mcmillen752@gmail.com) with phone number to send text messages. Then, I’ll have 2 ways to communicate with you.  

Faith Formation 

Donations needed! Small toys, craft items, candies, fun food, and beverage items are needed for prizes for the 
Kids Games sponsored by the Confirmation Classes. Donations can be brought to the Parish Office. 

 

KC Poster Contest – Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ In Christmas” Contest. Students grade 1-6 are encouraged to 
participate in creating a poster that expresses what Jesus’ birth means to them. 

Posters are due this Wednesday, December 1. 
 

Confirmation Students 
Christmas Fair Kid Games setup will be on Saturday, December 4 from 9:00am -12:30pm. 

Christmas Fair Kid Games will run on Sunday, December 5 from 8:00am – 1pm. 
Confirmation students should consider volunteering for at least one of these days if possible. 

Sign up for volunteer hours online: https://forms.gle/dd18Rv8UGFSvmCoA9 
 

Dates to Remember 
December 1 - 6:30– 7:30 pm Family Faith Formation (meet in the church—grades 6-9), Regular class for grades 1-5,  
                       Kindergarten, KC posters due 
December 5 - Christmas Fair & Nativity Play 
December 8 - 6:30– 7:30 pm Faith Formation 
December 15 - 6:30– 7:30 pm Faith Formation 
December 22 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
December 29 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
  

Please download the Remind App for quick and easy Faith Formation updates and information. 
Our class code is 7g962b 

 
 “Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights…Let them all praise the Lord’s name; for he commanded 

and they were created.” Psalm 148: 1, 5 
 

Cris Young 
Faith Formation Coordinator/Safe Environment Coordinator 
crisayoung@frontier.com  

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

The next Family Faith Formation lesson is this Wednesday, December 1 from 
6:30 -7:30 pm in the church at Church of St. Mary, Le Center. During the lessons, 

Father Stiles or Father Michael will guide us in learning more about our faith, parts of 
the Mass, areas of the church, etc.  While these times are geared towards the 

children and parents of our Faith Formation Program, all parishioners should feel 
welcome to attend and learn right alongside our youngest parishioners.  

Toiletries for Troops 
The Legion Auxiliary is collecting toiletries for the sailors on the Michael O’Murphy destroyer 
which is presently deployed in the Middle East. Due to supply shortages and slow delivery, 
the sailors are in need of common toiletries. The auxiliary will have a box inside the front 

door of the Legion to collect donations. All donations must be new and unopened.  
 

Suggested items:  Soap/body wash, Deodorant, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Shampoo 
 

Monetary donations to help pay for shipping, may be given to any Auxiliary member. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

November 20-21, 2021             St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    6366.03         $        540.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $      825.00         $         20.00 
Plate            $      336.00         $         93.00 
  

Total            $    7527.03         $       653.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$   3102.03         -$      172.00 
 

Weekly Building Fund           $        40.00 
Weekly Cemetery Project      $         

Parish Stewardship 

Church Cleaning -  Dianne Traxler & Nickie Traxler are 
scheduled to clean the church by December 5. 

St. Henry News 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

Thank you for your generous support last 
week for the collection for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development! As a 
parish (St. Mary/St. Henry), we raised $225 
to support those on the margins who live in 
poverty in the United States. If you missed 
the collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click 
“How to Give” under “Resources.” 

 

THE CCW FALL SALAD LUNCHEON  was cancelled due to 
COVID concerns. The proceeds from salad luncheons are used 
for liturgical supplies (bread, wine, candles, ashes, palms, and 
holy week supplies), Living Faith books, Masses for deceased 
CCW Members, Missalettes, banners and flowers for the altar, 
speakers, fellowship opportunities, and supplies for the Mission 
Room. Thank you for your support. Write your check out to “St. 
Mary CCW” and note “Fall Salad Luncheon” on the memo line. 
Drop your donation in the Sunday collection basket or bring to the 
parish office throughout the week.  Thank you for your generosity! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

The January–February Altar Ministry Schedule 
will be put together soon. Please submit dates that you are 

unavailable to serve in January & February to the parish 
office or email gloriagw@frontier.com by 

Monday, December 6. 

December 4 - December 5: 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Emma Germscheid Dale Riebel     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

Carter Hunt 
Volunteer Needed 

Marlaine Smisek Patti Gruetzmacher 
Randy Hunt 

Scott Blaschko 
Robert Goettl 
Donald Reak 
Timothy Wolf 

The St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team joins our thanks to 
those from Options for Women/Mankato for your generous 
donations supporting the baby items drive held in October. 
A truckload of baby items was delivered to Options for 
Women on November 11, 2021 

Weekly Giving envelopes are at the back of the 
church at St. Mary & St. Henry. Please pick 
yours up at your convenience. If you don’t find 
your name and would like envelopes, stop in at 
the parish office and we will be happy to issue 
you envelopes. If you have decided to switch to 
electronic giving, please let the office know and we will no longer 
order envelopes for you. We also have envelopes that are for 
youth that are not dated and can be used year after year. 


