
We offer our prayers and condolences  to 

Joan & Cyril Miller and family on the 

passing of Joan’s brother, John Patrick 

Mullenmeister. His Mass of Christian 

Burial took place at St. Michael Church in 

Prior Lake on November 11, 2021.  May God’s infinite 

love and mercy bring comfort and peace. 

Christmas Play & Christmas Eve Choir 

Any Youth in grades 2-8 are invited to sing for the 
Christmas Eve 4pm Mass. There will be 
two practices - Sundays, Dec 12 & 19 

from 10:15-11:00 in the choir loft. 
 The Play, “Red-Letter Christmas” will be 

presented again on Wednesday, 
December 15 at 6:45pm in the church 

for religion classes. Community 
members are invited to attend. Come 
hear the Christmas story told by St. 

Mary’s 1st-5th graders! 

Please note the following opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent: 

 

During Advent: Confessions will be heard Saturdays 3:45-
4:45 PM, prior to the 5:00 PM Mass (St. Henry) and Tuesdays 
& Fridays 5:30-6:30 PM  (St. Mary). 
 

Advent Penance Services: 

Sunday, December 19, 6:30-7:45 PM at Church of Nativity. 
 

Fr. Stiles, Fr. Michael & additional priest will be available to 
hear confessions during the Penance Service times. 

Christmas Mass Times 
 

Friday, December 24 
4:00 PM (St. Mary) & 

7:00 PM (Spanish) 
 

Saturday, December 25 
8:00 AM (St. Henry) & 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

 
Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, we will 

not have a Vigil Mass on Saturday at 5pm at 
St. Henry. So, to fulfill your Sunday Obligation you 

will need to attend Mass on Sunday morning. 
We will be offering 3 Masses Sunday, December 26, 

to give options of Mass times and to 
allow for adequate space: 

 

8:00 AM (St. Henry) 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

12:15 PM (St. Mary - Spanish) 
 

If you do attend Mass at a different church on Saturday 
evening, December 25, please be aware that one Mass 
does not fulfill the obligation to attend Mass for both 

Christmas and Sunday, December 26 (Feast of the Holy 
Family). The faithful must attend two Masses - one for 
Christmas and one for Sunday. Also, note that you will 

hear the Christmas readings at a Mass celebrated 
Saturday evening, December 25, even for those attending 

that Mass to fulfill their Sunday obligation. 

Faith Formation 

A big Thank You to all the 
students, parents, and 

parishioners who helped us 
get ready for the Christmas 

Fair and the play “A Red 
Letter Christmas!” 

Be sure to view the KC “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
posters that are hung along the walls of the Social Hall 

 

Dates to Remember 
December 15 - 6:30–7:30 pm Faith Formation all classes 
December 22 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
December 29 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
January 5 - 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation all classes & 
Kindergarten 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be starting back up 

in January!   Sundays at 9AM Mass 
Preschool-age children through Kindergarten 

 

 No registration or fee! Children begin Mass with 
their parents, leave as called forward by Father after 
the Opening Prayer, and are led back to Mass during 
the Collection of Gifts. Their class activities center 

around the Gospel reading of the day.  
  

Please download the Remind App for quick and 
easy Faith Formation updates and information. 

Our class code is 7g962b 
 
 “A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.’” 

Isaiah 40:3 
 

Cris Young 
Faith Formation Coordinator/Safe Environment 
Coordinator 
crisayoung@frontier.com  

The parish office will 
be closed on 

Thursday, December 
23 & Friday, December 24. The office will also be closed 

on Friday, December 31 & Monday, January 3. 
We look forward to serving you during the Christmas 

Season. Please plan ahead for the above office closings.  

 

Due to the rise in Covid cases in the county 
we will not have our December general 
meeting. We hope to reschedule it for a time 
when it will be safer to gather. We wish you 
all a beautiful Advent Season! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Office Administrator: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Business Administrator: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 10am-4pm 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 5:30-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 3:45-4:45 (St. 
Henry)  Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 12, 2021  

Open your heart to 

receive the gift of joy!  
 

“Most high and glorious 

God, lighten the 

darkness of my heart and 

give me sound faith, firm 

hope, and perfect love.” 
 

St. Francis 



From the Pastor’s Desk 

The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell - Hell 
 

Happy third Sunday of Advent, often called Gaudete Sunday! Gaudete is 
Latin for rejoice. Holy Mother Church exhorts us to rejoice on this 
weekend because we are getting so close to the Christmas season.  
 

The topic of today’s article is Hell. You may wonder why I would choose 
this heavy topic on a day on which we’re supposed to be rejoicing. Look 
at it this way. Unless we know what we are being saved from, we won’t 
have much cause for rejoicing.  
 

Despite the fact that many don’t believe in the existence of Hell, Jesus 
speaks very clearly in the Gospels about its eternal reality and His 
Church has always upheld this teaching. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church has some helpful things to say about hell: We cannot be united 
with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if 
we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: 
"He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is 
a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 
him" [1 JN 3:14-15]. Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from 
him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who 
are his brethren. To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting 
God's merciful love means remaining separated from him forever by our 
own free choice. This state of definitive self-exclusion from communion 
with God and the blessed is called "hell" (CCC 1033). Let’s glean the 
most important truths from this above quotation.  
 

God has created us with the great gift of freedom so that we might freely 
and habitually choose to love God, our neighbor, and ourselves. Without 
freedom, there is no ability to love. The other side of the coin, however, 
is that we can abuse this gift of freedom and freely choose not to love 
God, our neighbor, or ourselves.  
 

When we freely and with full knowledge choose to commit an act gravely 
contrary to love of God, neighbor, or ourselves, we commit a mortal sin. 
This sin is called mortal because it cuts off the life of grace which we 
received through our baptism. It is, to use Jesus’ parable, to cut the branch off 
from the vine. If we die in this state of mortal sin, cut off from God’s 
grace, we will be eternally separated from him. This is hell! and nobody 
gets there except by their own free choice (by committing mortal sin).  
 

Since we were created by God to be in relationship with Him and thereby 
know true happiness, to be separated eternally from Him means hell is by 
definition eternal misery. Because it is eternal, there is no hope for those 
in hell. As the above-quote put it, hell is a definitive state of self-exclusion 
from God. I have heard others use the analogy that hell is like a person locked 
in a room but who is holding the key to the door in their hand. They 
won’t open the door and so perpetually doom themselves to such misery.        
 

It’s very important for us to remember a couple of things regarding hell. 
As we’ve said, to be sentenced to hell is the result of our own free choice 
to commit mortal sin and die without having repented. God does not 
desire to send anybody to hell but merely allows it out of respect for our 
freedom and because He is just. It is clear, then, that God does not 
predestine anyone to hell (if some were predestined to hell, they would 
inevitably end up there—this is contrary to God’s love for each human 
being and to their freedom).  
 

As was mentioned in my previous two articles, God’s mercy is beyond 
measure. Therefore, even if we are in a state of mortal sin, He constantly 
pursues us that we might repent from our sins and be restored to 
relationship with Him. Moreover, He has given us the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as the ordinary means by which our mortal sins are 
forgiven and we are reconciled to God, to others, and to ourselves (hence 
the importance of receiving this Sacrament regularly). Always keep this 
in mind: God loves you and actively pursues your salvation! Is this not 
the whole reason for which He came to be born among us? Therefore, 
Gaudete! Rejoice! 
 

With fatherly love, Fr. Stiles 

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 

Monday, December 13 
 

Tuesday, December 14 
5:00 pm Mass Frank & Mabel Weber†† 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
5:30 – 9:00 pm Adoration  
 

Wednesday, December 15 
9:00 am Mass Virginia Stoering† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, December 16 
9:00 am Mass Thomas & Michael Thornton†† 
 

Friday, December 17 
9:00 am Mass Living & Deceased of John C. &  
              Mabel Krenik family 
11:00 am Mass at Central Health Care 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, December 18 
3:45 - 4:45 pm Confessions (St. Henry)  
5:00 pm Mass (St. Henry) Living & Deceased of  
                Rosie & Tom Clifford family 
 

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
9:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Roger & Margaret  
                Vollmer†† & Living & Deceased of Richter  
                & Sykora families  
12:15 pm Mass -Spanish (St Mary) For the Parish 
 

 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, December 13 
am- pm Santa Anonymous & Adopt-A-Family 
 

Tuesday, December 14 
Communion Calls - Sue 
  

Wednesday, December 15 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation Classes     
                      
Thursday, December 16 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Friday, December 17 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Saturday, December 18 
11 am - 2 pm Social Hall in use 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Sunday, December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 pm Posadas  

Readings for next Sunday, December 19, 2021 
Micah 5:1-4a    Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

St. Mary Mission Sewing Group 
will be taking a little break during 

this busy time of preparing for 
Christmas. We will start up again 

on January 4th. 

December 4-5, 2021                St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    5075.00         $        765.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1155.00         $       325.50 
Plate            $      151.00         $         67.00 
  

Total            $    6381.00         $     1157.50 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$   1956.00       +$      332.50 
 
Weekly Building Fund           $    1485.00 
Weekly Cemetery Project      $     
     

Parish Stewardship 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

We celebrated the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception on December 
8th.  Today we celebrate another feast 
of Our Lady, the Virgin of Guadalupe. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is known as 
Mother of the Americas and Patroness 
of the Unborn. She is our mother and 
draws us closer to Christ.  
 

Let us pray: 
Virgin of Guadalupe, 

Patroness of unborn children, 
we implore your intercession 

for every child at risk of abortion. 
Help expectant parents to welcome from God 

the priceless gift of their child’s life. 
Console parents who have lost that gift 

through abortion, 
and lead them to forgiveness and healing 
through the Divine Mercy of your Son. 

Teach us to cherish 
and to care for family and friends 

until God calls them home. 
Help us never to see others as burdens. 

Guide our public officials 
to defend each and every human life 

through just laws. 
Inspire us all to bring our faith into public life, 

to speak for those who have no voice. 
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who 

is Love and Mercy itself. 
Amen. 

Christmas Flower Offering 
envelopes for Church of St. Mary 
can be found in our church 
entrances for those who don’t 
receive contribution envelopes 
(electronic giving). Feel free to note 
who you are giving your donation in memory/honor of 
and we will list them in our December 26 bulletin. 

Please note, due to IRS tax laws, end-of-year 
donations to the parish or building fund must 
be turned in by 5PM closing of the office on 
Thursday, December 30 or placed in the 
collection basket prior to December 31. Your 
end-of-year donation can also be mailed with a 
postmark of December 31 (or earlier) in order to be 
reported on 2021 giving statements. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of making a special gift to 
St. Mary or St. Henry at this time of year!  

Weekly Giving envelopes are at the back 
of the church at St. Mary & St. Henry. Please 
pick yours up at your convenience. If you don’t 
find your name and would like envelopes, stop 
in at the parish office and we will be happy to 
issue you envelopes. If you have decided to switch to electronic 
giving, please let the office know and we will no longer order 
envelopes for you. We also have envelopes that are for youth 
that are not dated and can be used year after year. 

Help aging religious. 
Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have offered 
their lives in service to others—
educating the young, comforting the 
sick, and ministering to the less 
fortunate. Today, many are frail and 
need assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious 
helps furnish medications, nursing care, and more. Please give 
generously to today’s second collection. Place your donation  in 
this weekend’s collection basket or bring to the parish office 
this week. Make your check out to Church of St. Mary or St. 
Henry and write Retired Religious Fund on the memo line. 

Church Cleaning -  Lisa Beer, Megan Holicky, and Sharon Budin are 
scheduled to clean the church by December 19. 

 
We  would like to update our history book for the 
Church of  St. Henry. If you have old photos or 

other family memorabilia that you can share with 
us, please contact Mike Wilmes at 507-272-3082. Please include your 

name, address, and phone number on anything you give us , so we can get 
it back to you. Thank you! 

St. Henry News 

 

December 18 - December 19: 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  
Altar Server Lector 

Extraordinary Minis-
ter 

Ushers 

Saturday, 5:00 PM (St. Henry) Elizabeth Holicky Mike Wilmes     

Sunday, 9:00 AM (St. Mary) 
  
  

Emme Beer 
Parker O'Malley 

Priscilla Malinski Angela Christian 
Brent Christian 

Scott Blaschko 
Robert Goettl 
Donald Hayden 
Timothy Widmer 


