
SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE Over the 
past decade, the Lord has invited hundreds 
of women in our Archdiocese and beyond to 
daily, intentionally pray for our priests.  The 
mission of the Seven Sisters Apostolate is to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that Holy 
Hours are prayed daily for the sole 
intentions of a specific priest or bishop.  

 

Since its inception in March 2011, over 2,000 prayer groups 
(with at least seven intercessors per group) have been formed 
worldwide to pray Holy Hours for priests, bishops, and popes.  
In fact, your pastor presently has a Seven Sisters Apostolate 
prayer group which silently prays for his intentions each day.   
 

It is the Apostolate’s desire to form prayer groups for our dear, 
retired priests. We appeal now to any women in the parish 
willing to pray one Holy Hour a week—for a commitment of at 
least one year—for Fr. Raymond Monsour, who was assigned 
to Church of St. Mary from 1993 to 2005 or for Fr. Frederick 
Meyer, who was assigned to Church of St. Henry from 1992 to 
2005. Perhaps one of these priests celebrated your wedding 
Mass, baptized one of your children, celebrated a Mass of 
Christian Burial for a beloved family member, or dined at your 
home. In return for the years Frs. Meyer and Monsour have 
spent serving the people of our Archdiocese, we would like to 
bless them both with the gift of prayers offered daily for their 
intentions.   
 

Please contact Deb Thielen at 651-491-4173 or via email at 
thielendeb07@gmail.com to discuss this opportunity further.  If 
you would like more information on the Seven Sisters 
Apostolate, please visit www.sevensistersapostolate.org.  May 
God richly reward you for your thoughtful consideration in 
participating in this wonderful and generous opportunity to 
pray for Frs. Meyer or Monsour. 

Pick Up In Church Entrances 
2022 CALENDAR 

Featuring beautiful artwork and Catholic feasts and 
solemnities taken from the Catholic Liturgical Calendar 

Living Faith Daily Catholic Devotions 
January, February, March, 2022 edition is currently 

available. These are generously provided by the CCW to be 
used by our parishioners to deepen their daily life.  

THE WORD AMONG US - January 2022 issue is now 
available.. Each issue of this magazine includes daily 

meditations based on the Mass readings, full Mass readings 
and prayers from the Liturgy, articles about the saints, and 

practical advice on living the Christian life.  

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays 5:30PM - 9:00PM 

Wednesdays 9:30AM - 9:00PM 
in the Cry Room.   

 

Spend some time with the Christ 
Child this Advent. Make room for 

Him in your heart, so this 
Christmas you can be filled with His 
joy! Adorers are scheduled to be 
present for these hours, however, 
everyone is invited to spend time 

with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Grief, Hope, & Healing     Wednesdays 10AM-11AM      Church of St. Mary Mission Room 
A nondenominational grief support group for women who have experienced the death of a spouse or 

significant other. You are not alone. This grief group is led by widows who understand what you are going 
through. The group offers an opportunity to learn about grief, share experiences and find healing and 

hope from your loss. No registration is necessary. For more information call Marlene Hunt, 507-381-1177. 
 

 
Great News - WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS have resumed in-person weekends.   

A Marriage Encounter Weekend can rekindle the excitement and romance in your relationship. This is a 
private weekend away from life's distractions that allows a husband and wife to focus on each other.  The 
next WWME is Feb. 11-13, 2022, in Buffalo, MN. Early registration is highly recommended. To apply or for 

more information call 612-756-8720 or go to www.twincitieswwme.org 
 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS IS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS 
 

      3 weeks are open:  March 14-18     April 11-15     June 13-17 
 

If you are able to serve or have questions about what is involved in volunteering for Meals On 
Wheels, please contact Tara at the Church of St. Mary, Le Center, Parish Office. 

PASTORAL CARE EVENTS 

Saint Michael, the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection 
against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we 
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the Power of 
God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who roam throughout the 

world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen  

Churches of St. Mary & St. Henry 
165 N. Waterville Ave., Le Center, MN  56057 

Phone: 507-357-6633 Phone/Fax: 507-357-4838 

www.stmarysthenry.org   

Parish Staff 
 

Pastor: Fr. James Stiles (ext 306) fr.stiles@frontier.com 

               After Hours Emergencies: 507-456-8473 
 

Associate Pastor:  Fr. Michael Barsness (ext 307) fr.barsness@frontier.com 
 

Trustees St. Mary: Clarence Mager & Pete Plut 
 

Trustees St. Henry: Dan Germscheid & Jim Selly 
 

Faith Formation & Safe Environment Coordinator: 

 Cris Young (phone ext 304) crisayoung@frontier.com 
 

Office Administrator: Gloria Wolf  (phone ext 301)     

 gloriagw@frontier.com 
 

Business Administrator: Tara Robinson (phone ext 302)       

 tarar@frontier.com 
 

Maintenance: Joe Holicky (phone ext 305)  

 jholicky1@frontier.com 
 

Music Ministry: Terri McMillen       

 mcmillen752@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Thursday 

             9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Friday 
 

Bulletin Deadline - articles need to be submitted to Gloria by noon                  

 on Wednesday.  
 

For use of meeting rooms or Social Hall - contact Gloria 

 

Thrift Store - 507-357-6942 Open Tues, Weds, & Thurs 10am-4pm 

Mass Schedule—See inside cover for schedule changes for the 

December 26th weekend 

Saturday   5:00 PM (St. Henry) 

Sunday   9:00 AM (St. Mary) 

                 12:15 PM (St. Mary in Spanish) 
 

Daily Mass - at St. Mary 

Monday                             No Mass 

Tuesday                             5:00 PM 

Weds, Thurs, & Friday  9:00 AM  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Confessions are available Tuesdays 
& Fridays, 5:30-6:30pm (St. Mary) & Saturdays, 4:15-4:45 (St. 
Henry)  Or by appointment (contact Fr. Stiles or Fr. Barsness) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place in cry room on Tuesdays from 
5:30-9pm & Wednesdays from 9:30am - 9:00pm. The chapel is open 
for individuals to come for 5 minutes, an hour, or longer, to be with 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. (Closes during a Funeral Mass) 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 19, 2021  

“To uncover the path, 

learn the wisdom, and 

acquire the disposition 
of heart required to 

follow Jesus, we have 

but to look to one expert 

- Mary, his mother.” 
 

Allison Gingras, LPI 

mailto:thielendeb07@gmail.com
http://www.sevensistersapostolate.org
http://www.twincitieswwme.org/


From the Pastor’s Desk 
The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Hell, Heaven  -  Heaven 
Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent! We are now less than a week away from 
the great celebration of Christmas. After having now written on death, 
judgment, and hell in the 3 previous bulletin articles, it is at last time to 
consider heaven. Let’s begin with the first sentence of the first paragraph 
found in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
 

It reads: “God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer 
goodness freely created man to make him share in his own [God’s] blessed 
life” (CCC 1). This is astounding. Because God was already infinitely 
perfect (lacked nothing) and blessed (perfectly happy, joyful) in Himself 
before He created man and woman, God had absolutely zero need to create 
us. Creating us would not make God any happier or more perfect. Still, 
because of His “plan of sheer goodness”, He lovingly wanted us to share in 
His perfect happiness and knowledge. This means the whole reason for our 
existence is to share in God’s blessed life (perfect joy and knowledge). 
Therefore, to die and go to hell is by far the greatest tragedy that could 
ever occur to us humans. Jesus states in the Gospel of John, “I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (JN 10:10).  
 

What is heaven? We don’t do justice to the goodness of heaven and we 
greatly sell ourselves short if we think heaven is a place where our ideas of 
bliss are realized: e.g. Able to play golf everyday in heaven; passing all 
eternity on the most beautiful beaches imaginable; enjoying the most 
delicious foods and drinks, …you name it.  
 

The reason why such wonderful ideas of heaven are woefully inadequate is 
because they are not good enough! God is the source of all that is good. 
Anything which is good and desirable in this life is so because it somehow 
is a reflection of and shares in God’s goodness: golf; beautiful beaches; 
true love, marriage and family; community, a sense of belonging and 
purpose, etc. All of these goods (and all goods) have God as their origin.  
 

We know from experience that none of the goods of this world can 
ultimately satisfy the human heart’s deepest desires. This is because we 
were created to know and love that which is perfectly good. As St. 
Augustine put it, “You [God] have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you” (see Confessions by St. Augustine). We are 
returning now to where we began. We were made by God to share in His 
life, His perfect Goodness, His perfect love. 
 

So, again, what is heaven? It is the state in which we by God’s grace live 
in the unique communion with our God (The Blessed Trinity) and all the 
saints and angels. We will, as St. Paul writes, finally see God “face-to-
face” (cf. 1 Cor 13:12). St. John also writes that we shall know God “as He 
is” (1 JN 3:2). In other words, there will no longer be any barrier  (sin) nor 
intermediary between God and us. In this earthly life, we can’t see God. 
We can only “see” Him in and through His effects. For example, when we 
behold a beautiful sunset, we know that its Creator must be both beautiful 
and powerful enough to create such visible beauty for us to behold. Even 
while Jesus Christ was walking on the face of this earth, the fullness of His 
divinity could only be experienced in and through the “intermediary” of 
his human nature (his body, words, etc.).  
 

In heaven, we will see God directly by a special grace God will grant to us. 
This seeing, which includes the idea of knowing and loving He who is 
perfect Goodness, is the grace called the Beatific Vision (this means 
“blessed” vision). This Beatific Vision will at last satisfy and continually 
stimulate for all eternity every one of our hearts deepest desires!  
 

I said earlier that heaven will also be a state of communion with all the 
angels and saints. This means that heaven is not a solitary state of 
enjoyment of God. Rather, it is a great community of all God’s children 
together in pure bliss, loving and knowing God and one another. There is 
no nor could there be any happiness greater than this! 
 

When you celebrate Christmas in just a few days, as you look upon the 
infant child Jesus, remember that He is God who has come to save you 
from sin, suffering, death, and hell so that we might have the fullness of 
life, love and happiness with God forever in heaven. Praised be God, and 
Merry Christmas!!!! 
 

With fatherly love, Fr. Stiles 

Mass/Adoration/Confession Schedule  

 

Monday, December 20 
 

Tuesday, December 21 
10:00 am Funeral Mass Jacqueline Simonette† 
5:00 pm Mass Doris Claffey† 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Reconciliation 
5:30 – 9:00 pm Adoration  
 

Wednesday, December 22 
9:00 am Mass Sandra Goettl† 
9:30 am - 9:00 pm Adoration 
 

Thursday, December 23 
9:00 am Mass John Charles Cooney† 
 

Friday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 pm Mass (St. Mary) For the Parish 
7:00 pm Mass (St. Mary - Spanish) For the Parish 
No Reconciliation 
 

Saturday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
8:00 am Mass (St. Henry) For the Parish 
10:00 am Mass (St. Mary) For the Parish 
 

Sunday, December 26 The Holy Family 
8:00 am Mass (St. Henry) Bernard Widmer† & Gary  
                Goettl† 
10:00 am Mass (St. Mary) Living & Deceased of the  
                  Myles Genelin family 
12:15 pm Mass -Spanish (St Mary) For the Parish 
 

 
 

This Week in the Parish 
 

Monday, December 20 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Tuesday, December 21 
Communion Calls - Deb 
8:00 pm Posadas  
  

Wednesday, December 22 
10:00 am Women’s Grief Group 
No Faith Formation Classes   
8:00 pm Posadas    
                      
Thursday, December 23 
OFFICE CLOSED 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Friday, December 24  
OFFICE CLOSED 
8:00 pm Posadas  
 

Saturday, December 25 Merry Christmas! 
 

Sunday, December 26 The Holy Family 
 

Please check our website and Facebook for the 
latest news or feel free to call the parish office. 

www.stmarysthenry.org 
St. Mary’s Church, Le Center  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/ 

Readings for next Sunday, December 26, 2021 
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28    1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

Luke 2:41-52 

St. Mary Mission Sewing Group will be 
taking a little break during this busy time of 

preparing for Christmas. We will start up 
again on January 4th. 

 

Due to the rise in Covid cases in the county we 
will not have our December general meeting. 
We hope to reschedule it for a time when it will 
be safer to gather. We wish you all a beautiful 
Christmas Season! 

St. Mary’s CCW NEWS & EVENTS 

Faith Formation 
 

Dates to Remember 
December 22 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
December 29 - NO CLASS (Christmas break) 
January 5 - 6:30-7:30 pm Faith Formation all classes &  
                   Kindergarten 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be starting back 
up in January!  Confirmation students are needed! 

Please see Cris Young for more details. 
 

  
Please download the Remind App for quick and 
easy Faith Formation updates and information. 

Our class code is 7g962b 
 
 “See what love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 

may be called children of God.”  1 John 3:1 
 

Cris Young 
Faith Formation Coordinator/Safe Environment 
Coordinator 
crisayoung@frontier.com  

Thank you to everyone who 
attended the Christmas Fair! 

 

We are blessed with outstanding 
volunteers who work countless 

hours for this event. Words cannot 
express how grateful we are for all of their hard work. 

 

Thank you to the students and parents for their planning, 
organizing and participation with the play and Kids 

Games. We hope you enjoyed the play 
“A Red Letter Christmas”. 

 

We were blessed to have a delicious breakfast cooked 
and served by our Knights of Columbus. 

 

Thank you to everyone for their generous donations to 
the Raffle, Silent Auction, Bake Sale and Kids Games.  

 

Thank you for your continued help and prayers for this 
Annual Fellowship Event! 

 

Christmas Fair Committee 

St. Mary-St. Henry Pro-Life Team 

A baby boy was born on May 8, 1920, the 15th of 17 
children in St. Michael, MN. 27 years later, on June 15th, he 
was ordained a priest in the Order of St. Benedict. He went 
on to receive a Master’s Degree and a PhD in Family 
Sociology. For nearly 20 years he was on the faculty of St. 
John’s University in Collegeville. In 1968 he celebrated the 
release of Humanae Vitae written by Pope Paul VI which 
condemned abortion, sterilization, and contraception. 
Increasingly scandalized by the widespread dissent of the 
Pope’s document, he founded the Human Life Center in 
1972 at SJU. Father’s outspoken defense of life quickly 
gained him national attention, but not without criticism as 
well. With strong determination to dedicate himself to pro-
life, his order allowed him to leave St. John’s and he headed 
to Washington, D.C. With help from lay friends, “Human 
Life International” (HLI) was founded, an outgrowth of the 
Human Life Center he had founded at St. John’s. Over the 
course of the next 4 decades, the monk from MN traveled 3 
million miles visiting all 50 states and over 90 countries in 
his relentless campaign to promote the Culture of Life. 
Everywhere he went he supplied the local communities with 
pro-life materials, urging the pro-lifers to organize and 
defend life from conception to natural death. Pope Saint 
John Paul II named him an “Apostle of Life” in 1991.   
 

Who was this native son, this pioneer who understood the 
dangers posed by contraception, abortion, and euthanasia? 
His name is Fr. Paul Marx O.S.B. Like his namesake St. 
Paul, he was a man of God, but also a man of action.  Fr. Paul 
Marx was only one person, but his legacy lives on in a 
worldwide movement that addresses threats to life and the 
family. 

Unite with us as we pray for the victims of the 
natural disaster in Kentucky and neighboring 
states. May those affected find relief after the storm.  

https://www.facebook.com/StMaryStHenry/


Please Pray For: 
 
 

Jolene Zell     Holden Zell     Dave Krenik 
Gene Holicky    Belinda Krenik     Greg Goettl 

 
  

We also keep in prayer all residents at area assisted living and 
long-term care facilities and our homebound parishioners.  

Baptism 
Please contact Fr. Michael via email or phone to 
schedule your child’s baptism. Parents are asked to 
attend a class on the sacrament of baptism (virtually, if 
necessary). Due to the great importance of this sacrament 
we encourage you not to delay in requesting this 
sacrament. It is desirable that parents make contact with 
us even before the birth of the child.  
 

Please Note:  A requirement for Baptism is a copy of 
the child’s birth certificate. 
 

Baptism - Contact Fr. Michael for baptism in English or Fr. 
Stiles for baptism in Spanish.  
 

Marriage - contact Fr. Michael at least 6 months in 
advance.  All couples must complete a weekend retreat as 
well as marriage preparation classes.   
 

Anointing of the Sick - communal anointing for the Parish 
once each year in the spring. For private anointing, contact 
the parish office. In an emergency call 507-456-8473. 
 

Communion calls for ill or homebound -contact the 
Parish Office. 
 

Confirmation - youth are prepared in grades 8 & 9. For 
adult confirmation - contact Fr. Stiles. 

Sacramental Life 

Please note the following opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent: 

 

During Advent: Confessions will be heard this Tuesday from 
5:30-6:30 PM  (St. Mary). 
 

Advent Penance Service TODAY: 

Sunday, December 19, 6:30-7:45 PM at 
Church of Nativity. 
 

Fr. Stiles, Fr. Michael & additional priest 
will be available to hear confessions during 
the Penance Service times. 

Christmas Mass Times 
 

Friday, December 24 
4:00 PM (St. Mary) & 

7:00 PM (Spanish) 
 

Saturday, December 25 
8:00 AM (St. Henry) & 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

 
Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, we will 

not have a Vigil Mass on Saturday at 5pm at 
St. Henry. So, to fulfill your Sunday Obligation you 

will need to attend Mass on Sunday morning. 
We will be offering 3 Masses Sunday, December 26, 

to give options of Mass times and to 
allow for adequate space: 

 

8:00 AM (St. Henry) 
10:00 AM (St. Mary) 

12:15 PM (St. Mary - Spanish) 
 

If you do attend Mass at a different church on Saturday 
evening, December 25, please be aware that one Mass 
does not fulfill the obligation to attend Mass for both 

Christmas and Sunday, December 26 (Feast of the Holy 
Family). The faithful must attend two Masses - one for 
Christmas and one for Sunday. Also, note that you will 

hear the Christmas readings at a Mass celebrated 
Saturday evening, December 25, even for those attending 

that Mass to fulfill their Sunday obligation. 

We offer our prayers and condolences  to 

the family and friends of Jacquelene 

Simonette.  Her Mass of Christian Burial 

will take place at Church of St. Mary on 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at 10 am with 

visitation from 8-10am.  May God’s infinite love and 

mercy bring comfort and peace. 

The parish office will 
be closed on 

Thursday, December 
23 & Friday, December 24. The office will also be 

closed on Friday, December 31 & Monday, January 3. 
We look forward to serving you during the Christmas 

Season. Please plan ahead for the above office closings.  

Christmas Mass Times at Nativity/Marysburg 
 

Christmas Eve Friday, December 24: 
4:00 PM Nativity        6:00 PM  Marysburg 

 

Christmas Day Saturday, December 25: 
8:30 AM  Nativity        10:30 AM  Marysburg 
*There will not be a Saturday evening Mass* 

Solemnity of Mary, The 
Holy Mother of God 

 
 

Mass Time: 
Saturday, January 1, 9:00AM 

(St. Mary) 
 Since the Solemnity of Mary, the 

Holy Mother of God falls on a 
Saturday this year it is not a Holy 

Day of Obligation. However , since it is cer tainly 
appropriate to celebrate this special feast, we will offer a 

Mass Saturday morning.  

Making Giving Easy 
Electronic gifts are fast and secure. If you would like to give electronically, visit our website www.stmarysthenry.org and 

under “Vanco Online Giving”, on the right hand side of the page, click on: 
“Give Online Now - St. Mary” or “Give Online Now - St. Henry” 

The process is quick and simple and you have complete control of your donation amount and when you want to give. 
Set it up and forget it or donate week by week.  Thank you for your generosity in the New Year! 

December 11-12, 2021            St. Mary             St. Henry 

 

Weekly Budget                 $    4425.00         $       825.00 
 

Weekly Offering                   $    6883.45         $        625.00 
Vanco Online Giving          $    1290.00         $       150.00 
Plate            $      156.00         $       125.00 
  

Total            $    8329.45         $       900.00 
 

Diff. from budget                 +$   3904.45       +$        75.00 
 
Immaculate Conception        $      531.00 $        45.00 
Weekly Building Fund           $     

Parish Stewardship 

Christmas Flower Offering 
envelopes for Church of St. Mary 
can be found in our church 
entrances for those who don’t 
receive contribution envelopes 
(electronic giving). Feel free to note 
who you are giving your donation in memory/honor of 
and we will list them in our December 26 bulletin. 

Please note, due to IRS tax laws, end-of-year 
donations to the parish or building fund must 
be turned in by 5PM closing of the office on 
Thursday, December 30 or placed in the 
collection basket prior to December 31. Your 
end-of-year donation can also be mailed with a 
postmark of December 31 (or earlier) in order to be 
reported on 2021 giving statements. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of making a special gift to 
St. Mary or St. Henry at this time of year!  

Weekly Giving envelopes are at the back 
of the church at St. Mary & St. Henry. Please 
pick yours up at your convenience. If you don’t 
find your name and would like envelopes, stop 
in at the parish office and we will be happy to 
issue you envelopes. If you have decided to switch to electronic 
giving, please let the office know and we will no longer order 
envelopes for you. We also have envelopes that are for youth 
that are not dated and can be used year after year. 

Religious give thanks. A sister  wr ites, “Our 
prayers belong most of all to the generous 
benefactors whose donations have made this 
financial assistance possible.” Thank you 
for supporting last week’s Retirement 
Fund for Religious collection with a donation of $735. Visit 
retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift supports elderly 
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.   

 

Church Cleaning -  Dianne Traxler is scheduled to clean the 
church by December 26. 

 
We  would like to update our history 

book for the Church of  St. Henry. If you 
have old photos or other family 

memorabilia that you can share with us, 
please contact Mike Wilmes at 507-272-3082. Please include 
your name, address, and phone number on anything you give 

us , so we can get it back to you. Thank you! 

St. Henry News 

 

December 24 - December 25: 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Friday, 4:00 PM (St. Mary) 
  
  

Camryn Holicky 
Sophie Shouler 

Jean Cemensky-Mohr Christine Gibbs 
Ann Gindt 
Rose Krenik 

Aaron Blaschko 
Jeremy Gindt 
Donald Hayden 
James O'Connell 

Saturday, 8:00 AM (St. Henry) Brendan Germscheid Mike Boettcher Madonna Russo   

Saturday, 10:00 AM (St. Mary) 
  
  

Carly Hartwig 
Kaitlyn Hartwig 

Sarah Denn Kae Traxler 
Patrick Traxler 

Paul Factor 
Donald Reak 
Norman Schmidt 
Timothy Widmer 

December 26: The Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

Altar Server Lector 
Extraordinary 

Minister 
Ushers 

Sunday, 8:00 AM (St. Henry) Zach Holicky Jim Selly     

Sunday, 10:00 AM (St. Mary) 
  

Brendan Frederick 
Kaylee Harkins 

Julie Deutsch Constance Meyer 
Daniel Meyer 

Scott Blaschko 
Philip Campbell 
Robert Goettl 
Peter Plut 


