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“The practice throughout the system’s history was to keep burial costs low, and to oppose sending the 
bodies of students who died at schools back to their home communities,” the report states. 
These weren’t unmarked graves at the beginning either. Just as the government wouldn’t pay for   
sending bodies home, they wouldn’t pay for headstones and so the graves were given a simple wooden 
marker. The report speaks of these markers decaying over the years or in the case of a school in       
Regina, the cemetery fence and markers were destroyed by fire and not replaced.  
 

The report notes that even a century ago the government of the day was warned that it needed to    
maintain these cemeteries but did not.   
 

“When the Battleford school in Saskatchewan closed in 1914, Principal E. Matheson reminded Indian 
Affairs that there was a school cemetery that contained the bodies of 70 to 80 individuals, most of 
whom were former students” the Truth and Reconciliation report states. “He worried that unless the 
government took steps to care for the cemetery, it would be overrun by stray cattle. Such advice, when 
ignored, led to instances of neglect, with very distressing results.”   
 

As recently as 2001, a grave site from a school in High River, Alta. was uncovered and moved due to 
flooding. 
 

We knew these grave sites existed — we just didn’t want to talk about it.   
 

As for why the children died at school, it wasn’t, as some have claimed, murder by the church. The 
children at these schools mostly died from the same causes as non-Indigenous children at the time 
though at a much higher rate. 
 

Tuberculosis was the major cause of death, influenza is listed as the second highest cause in the report 
– notably during the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918. These illnesses were exacerbated by the living 
conditions of the schools and the poor medical treatment provided, which like the burial policy was 
mostly focused on keeping costs low. 
 

The report details that from 1921 through to 1950, the death rate of students at residential schools was 
between two and four times higher than children in the general Canadian population at that time. 
Again, this was all documented, published, posted online for any of us to read and most of us did not. 
The residential school policy is a stain on Canada’s history. These institutions were often run by 
churches but this was official government policy with the mandates and money coming from           
generations of politicians and bureaucrats in Ottawa.  
 

More cemeteries will be found this summer, more unmarked graves will become marked. We can’t 
change our history, we can’t undo the past.  
 

What we can do is confront it and learn from it. This time, read the report, don’t look away. 

SUNDAY JULY 18, 2021 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN                  

ORDINARY TIME 
Ph: (705) 253-9411 
Hall: (705) 253-4352 
veronicassm@shaw.ca 
 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr. Ron Ambeault 
 
 

Parish Council Chair: 
Santa De Marco 
 

Children Sacramental 
Prep. Coordinator 
Fran Boyle 
 

CWL President: 
Rose Linklater  
 

Knights of Columbus 
John Sullivan 
 
 

Parish Secretary: 
Lisa Maville 

  

REGULAR CHURCH 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER     
NOTICE 

Reconciliation 
By Appointment 

 
Baptism :  

Expectant parents  
welcome to register, and 
speak with  Fr. Ron after 

Mass 
 

Matrimony :          

 Must register at least eight 
months in advance. Book the 

Church before the hall. 
 

Communion at Home : 
Lay ministers are available to 

bring Communion to  shut-
ins.  Phone the parish office. 

 
Prayer-Line :            

Rose Marie Spina   
254-4064 

Alberta Mammarella           
949-2963 
 (Italian) 

 
Visiting & Card   

Ministry: 

If you wish to send cards or 
have someone visit  people 
who are confined to their 
homes.  Contact the parish  
office. 

 

SATURDAY MASS AT 4:00 PM                                             
In-person capacity limit is 25%                                                               

And livestreamed: www.veronica.church 

There will be no Sunday Masses until Fall.  

TELEVISED MASS ON SHAW CABLE Channel 10          
and on BLUE CURVE 105 Every Sunday at 9:00 AM 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
 

During this time, we will be         

collecting donations during Mass  

or you can please choose to drop 

off your donation envelopes at our 

office any time by depositing your 

envelope in the mail slot of the   

office door. Thank you                     

to all who give! 

Website: veronica.church 

 
“Never give up on the people you love. Never give up 

from being happy. Because life is an incredible show.” 
 

- Pope Francis 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj57dztmfPiAhVps1QKHWRNC1gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.etsy.com%2Flisting%2F205013617%2Fthree-crosses-decal-3-crosses-sticker&psig=AOvVaw2clyt8rhpgcDLt0tlfNoUs&ust=156095316
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

Livestreamed Saturday Masses at 4:00 PM 
Website: veronica.church 
Also available to view Sunday on the website 
 

Televised Mass on SHAW CABLE CHANNEL 10 and                                                                 
BLUE CURVE CHANNEL 105 - Every Sunday at 9:00 AM 
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Saturday, July 24, 2021 
4:00 PM MASS 
 

Angela Filice by Rose Lucio. 
Elizabeth Baltussen by Sandra and Hank Baltussen. 
Rita Patrick by Louisa MacGlashan. 
Curly and Albert Vanderburg by Carol Vanderburg. 
Vincenzo Mannarino by Luisa Mannarino and sons Mario and 
Amedeo. 
Wanda Woytas-Thibodeau by Jeanine Aleksander. 
For the intentions of all parishioners of St. Veronica’s.   

 

AUTO-DEPOSIT E-TRANSFERS FOR DONATIONS   
 

A convenient way we are now accepting donations is 
through Auto-Deposit E-Transfer. Send your E-
Transfer to veronicassm@shaw.ca and the donation 
will automatically be deposited into our Parish’s        
account without the need to create a question or          
answer! If you are not registered with our Parish, 
please  include your address with the  E-Transfer for a 
tax receipt. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Alzheimer Society of Sault Ste. Marie and Algoma District 
Online Fundraiser “SOCIAL WITH A PURPOSE”  

 

St. Veronica’s Church has registered online to raise money to 
be put towards programs and services in our local community. 
Please help us reach our donation goal of $500. There are two 
ways you can donate:   

 

1) Online by typing in the address: http://on.alz.to/goto/StVeronicas_Church 
      Fill out the donation form and payment information.  All donations are secure and  
      you will receive a receipt automatically.   

 

2) By cash or cheque which can be placed in our donation box on weekend Masses or  
      can be placed through our mail slot on the office door. Please put donation in an  
      envelope labelled “Alzheimer Society” and include your full name and address.  
      Make cheques payable to the “Alzheimer Society of Sault Ste. Marie and Algoma 
      District”.  Thank you for your support! 

Unmarked graves were documented years ago but most of us looked away   

 

Toronto Sun 
By: Brian Lilley, July 7, 2021   

 

It was all there in the 2015 report from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission   

 

The discovery of 215 unmarked graves in Kamloops, the 751 in Cowessess, the 104 found in 
Brandon and many more sure to come have been shocking to many Canadians but they    
shouldn’t have been, not if we were listening. 
 

It was all there, ready for anyone to read in the 2015 report from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. There is an entire 273-page volume devoted just to this issue titled, “Canada’s 
Residential Schools: Missing Children and Unmarked Burials.”   
 

The language in the report is matter of fact, the content is heartbreaking.  
 

A total of 3,201 children documented to have died, or thought to have died, at Canada’s         
residential schools. Thought to have died is included because records remain incomplete — 
some are thought to have died after running away, others were presumed dead when they did 
not return.   
 

As for the cemeteries, they are there in the report. These were not hidden cemeteries as some 
have wrongfully thought or implied, they were part of the whole horrid system. The schools had 
cemeteries because the government refused to pay to transport the bodies of students who died 
back to their parents.   
 
…..continued on back page 
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