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Saint Alphonsus Maria de Liguori - Feast Day August 1st 
 

Today’s saint was given the gift of a comprehensive education by his parents from a young age. He finished his 
university studies with degrees in civil and canon law when he was just sixteen years old. After practicing law for 
eight years, and declining a marriage arranged by his father, the noble, highly educated, and intelligent Alphon-
sus made a mistake. A bad mistake. He overlooked a simple matter of fact in a legal proceeding and lost an     
important case for his client. Alphonsus was crushed by the embarrassment. He had never made such a galling, 
avoidable, public error before. But this one mistake would redound to the great benefit of the Church. Alphonsus 
decided to abandon the practice of law and his lust for vanity, wealth, and earthly glory. Shortly afterward, he 
heard an inner voice speak to him, on two separate occasions, while visiting the deathly ill at a hospital: “Leave 
the world and give yourself to me.” This was the turning point. Alphonsus made a dramatic gesture. He went to a 
church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, placed his sword on the altar, and petitioned acceptance to a local religious 
Order.    

 

He was ordained a priest in 1726 and travelled throughout the region of Naples as a missionary, becoming well 
known as a lion in the pulpit and a lamb in the confessional. In 1732, after forming various friendships with local 
clergy and convents of nuns, he founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. The rest of Alphonsus’ 
long life was spent building up this Order. Like so many nascent Orders, it struggled with internal divisions over 
its identity, matters of authority, and its specific mission in the Church. These struggles caused our saint no end 
of spiritual torment, especially after a deep division resulted from an act of forgery and betrayal by one of       
Alphonsus’ closest priest collaborators.    

 

Saint Alphonsus took a personal vow to never waste a moment of time. It showed. He did everything, and he did 
it well. Amidst all of his duties as a founder and priest, he stole an hour hour here and an hour there to write a 
page or two, to dictate a few lines, or to take rough notes on a train of thought that had just crossed his mind. 
Over time, these stolen hours accumulated, and Alphonsus composed volume after volume on theology and      
devotion. He became particularly well known as a moral theologian. In that sensitive field of study he acquired 
just the right balance. He was clear on the Church’s teachings and demanding of its faithful but was not overly 
rigorous. His razor-thin moral distinctions clarified correct behavior on contentious topics but may seem        
belabored and overly detailed from a post-modern perspective. Alphonsus was personally scrupulous but aware 
of it. He never imposed his finely tuned conscience on the morally deaf. A Pontifical University in Rome       
dedicated to moral theology was founded by the Redemptorists and is named the Alphonsianum in his honor.   

 

Saint Alphonsus was made a bishop, over his objections, when he was sixty-six 
years old. He brought his typical energy and zeal to his diocesan responsibilities, 
demanding his priests celebrate Mass with true devotion or not at all. He          
maintained contact with every class of society as a bishop, no matter how       
downtrodden, poor, or forgotten a group was. His works on the Blessed Sacrament, 
the Virgin Mary, and Prayer became widely read. His reflections on the Stations of 
the Cross are still used in many parishes over two hundred years after his death. 
Alphonsus was also a talented musician and composed the music and words for a 
beloved Italian Christmas carol.  After a long and holy life, he died at the age of 
ninety-one, an image of the Virgin Mary resting in his hands.    
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REGULAR CHURCH 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER     
NOTICE 

Reconciliation 
By Appointment 

 
Baptism :  

Expectant parents  
welcome to register, and 
speak with  Fr. Ron after 

Mass 
 

Matrimony :          

 Must register at least eight 
months in advance. Book the 

Church before the hall. 
 

Communion at Home : 
Lay ministers are available to 

bring Communion to  shut-
ins.  Phone the parish office. 

 
Prayer-Line :            

Rose Marie Spina   
254-4064 

Alberta Mammarella           
949-2963 
 (Italian) 

 
Visiting & Card   

Ministry: 

If you wish to send cards or 
have someone visit  people 
who are confined to their 
homes.  Contact the parish  
office. 

 

SATURDAY MASS AT 4:00 PM                                             
In-person capacity limit is 25%                                                               

And livestreamed: www.veronica.church 

There will be no Sunday Masses until Fall.  

TELEVISED MASS ON SHAW CABLE Channel 10          
and on BLUE CURVE 105 Every Sunday at 9:00 AM 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
 

During this time, we will be         

collecting donations during Mass  

or you can please choose to drop 

off your donation envelopes at our 

office any time by depositing your 

envelope in the mail slot of the   

office door. Thank you                     

to all who give! 

Website: veronica.church 

 
“The Eucharist prepares us for a place in               

eternity, because it is the bread of Heaven.”   

 

- Pope Francis 
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE 

 
Livestreamed Saturday Masses at 4:00 PM 
Website: veronica.church 
Also available to view Sunday on the website 
 

Televised Mass on SHAW CABLE CHANNEL 10 and                                                                 
BLUE CURVE CHANNEL 105 - Every Sunday at 9:00 AM 
 
 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
4:00 PM MASS 
 

Angela Filice by Alberta Mammarella. 
Mario Naccarato by Emma and family. 
George Greganti by the St. Veronica’s Italian Prayer Group. 
For the intentions of all parishioners of St. Veronica’s.   
 

 
 

 

AUTO-DEPOSIT E-TRANSFERS FOR DONATIONS   
 

A convenient way we are now accepting donations is 
through Auto-Deposit E-Transfer. Send your E-
Transfer to veronicassm@shaw.ca and the donation 
will automatically be deposited into our Parish’s        
account without the need to create a question or          
answer! If you are not registered with our Parish, 
please  include your address with the  E-Transfer for a 
tax receipt. Thank you all for your continued support! 

Alzheimer Society of Sault Ste. Marie and Algoma District 
Online Fundraiser “SOCIAL WITH A PURPOSE”  

 

St. Veronica’s Church has registered online to raise money to 
be put towards programs and services in our local community. 
Please help us reach our donation goal of $500. There are two 
ways you can donate:   

 

1) Online by typing in the address: http://on.alz.to/goto/StVeronicas_Church 
      Fill out the donation form and payment information.  All donations are secure and  
      you will receive a receipt automatically.   

 

2) By cash or cheque which can be placed in our donation box on weekend Masses or  
      can be placed through our mail slot on the office door. Please put donation in an  
      envelope labelled “Alzheimer Society” and include your full name and address.  
      Make cheques payable to the “Alzheimer Society of Sault Ste. Marie and Algoma 
      District”.  Thank you for your support! 

Saint Gianna Rosary Group 
 

Saint Gianna Rosary Group has been 
joining together on ZOOM during this 
pandemic for about 2 months now, to 
recite the Rosary for the Unborn           
followed by the Chaplet of Divine  
Mercy, Friday afternoons at 
1p.m.  The format of this Zoom begins 
with a chat which is spiritual or social 
among those who are present for half 
an hour beginning at 1:00p.m.   
 

At 1:30p.m. sharp we begin the         
Rosary followed by the Chaplet of         
Divine Mercy. We finish usually at 
about 2:15p.m. Those who wish to 
just join in saying the Rosary at 
1:30p.m. can also do so. 
 

If anyone is interested in joining 
please email Claudette at           
lapatte26@gmail.com and I will 
send you an invite to the ZOOM          
Rosary. 

 

mailto:lapatte26@gmail.com

