
 

 March 15th, 2020|  The Third Sunday of Lent | (814) 

  

85 Main Street / Ashburnham, Massachusetts 01430 

Saint Denis Parish 

LORD’S DAY MASSES 
Saturday — 4:30 pm 

Sunday — 8:00 & 10:30 am 

DAILY MASSES 

Monday — Wednesday 9:00 am 

 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:30 — 4:00 pm 

or by appointment 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday — Thursday 

10:00 - 3:00pm. 

Office 24/7 available 

on website: 

www.saintdenisashburnham.com 

Bulletin requests, Prayer requests 

Mass Intentions, Event Tickets 

Calendar requests, Join Parish 

 

 

PRIEST ADMINISTRATOR 
Fr. Guillermo “Memo” Ochoa 

Fatherochoa@gmail.com 

 

DEACON 
Deacon Richard DesJardins 

978-343-6367 
 

 

SECRETARY/OFFICE 
Andrew W. Gage 

StDenis@comcast.net 

978-827-5806 

 

RELIGIOUS ED. OFFICE 
Administrator of Rel ED 

Kimberly Brown 

978-827–4892 

StDenisRE@comcast.net 

 

  

 

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL 
 

978-790-1923  
 

BAPTISMS 
Deacon Richard DesJardins 

978-343-6367 
 

NOTIFY THE RECTORY  
978-827-5806 

Visitation of the sick & elderly 

Weddings, Funerals,  

Pastoral Care, etc. 

 

St Denis Cemetery 
Kelton Rd 

Ashburnham, MA 01430 

978-827-5806 

https://saintdenisashburnham.org/
cemetery  

www.SaintDenisAshburnham.com 

Join Flock Notes: Text “StDenis85” to 84576  

http://www.saintdenisashburnham.com
mailto:Fatherochoa@gmail.com
mailto:StDenis@comcast.net
mailto:StDenisRE@comcast.net
https://saintdenisashburnham.org/cemetery
https://saintdenisashburnham.org/cemetery


Next Week: Mar 22nd, 2020|The Fourth Sunday of Lent|  1 Sam 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a, Eph 5: 8-14, John 9: 1-41 

 

 

  
  

Sat  3/14   4:30 pm  Rita Gail 8 year Anniversary 

        By Family 

       Doris “Dottie” Destardio   

       5 month Anniversary 

        By Family 

Sun  3/15     8:00 am  The people of  St Denis Parish 

    10:30 am  Paul Collette 

        By Collette Family 

Mon 3/16     9:00 am  Communion Service 

Tues 3/17     9:00 am  Communion Service 

Wed 3/18   9:00 am  Communion Service 

Sat  3/21     4:30 pm   

Sun  3/22    8:00 am  Michael Belliveau 

        By J Quintel 

    10:30 am  Megan Larkin 

        By Carol McPhillips Jones 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday at 6:30 PM 

beginning in March through 

April 10th. 

Come join Christ and share in our Lord’s walk to 

save us from sin. Let us remember His sacrifice, His 

pain, and suffering so we might live.  

Notice to All Parents Concerning your Children 

The primary teachers of children are their parents. It is their 

right and responsibility to teach sexual morality to their children. 

Our state legislature, the MA Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education, Planned Parenthood and others are trying 

to take away that right by mandating a Comprehensive Sex 

Education (CSE) curriculum in our public schools. This bill 

already passed in the Massachusetts State Senate 33-2 and now 

goes to the House. If approved, it would take effect for the 2020-

2021 school year. CSE does not refer to sex education programs in 

general, but rather a form of graphic, explicit, NOT age-

appropriate or medically accurate sex education. St. Denis is 

hosting a Community Forum presented by Massachusetts Family 

Institute on March 31st at 7:00 pm to educate us on what exactly 

is being taught in public schools regarding sex education and 

what we can do about it. Please join us and if you would like 

more information on the content of the CSE Curriculum, contact 

Kim Brown at stdenisre@comcast.net. 

Letter for the Third Sunday in Lent 

Fr. Reidy 

 Tuesday is St Patrick's Day.  Next Saturday  (March 21) we 
will have our annual Saint Paddy's Day Dinner in the Father 
Lacey Center.  For Irish Americans and all Americans, Saint 
Patrick's Day is a day to joyfully celebrate the Celtic culture and 
its contributions to our nation through immigration, literature, 
music and the lives of the sons and daughters of Ireland who 
have come to our shores.  As Catholics, March 17 is also a won-
derful time for us to recall not only the cultural figure of Saint 
Patrick but the actual man, missionary and Bishop and what he 
accomplished in his lifetime. 
 Saint Patrick lived from around 389-461 AD. Born in Brit-
ain, he was probably from the upper echelons of Roman British 
Society. As a youth, he was not deeply committed to the 
faith or its practice. He first went to Ireland, not by chance, 
choice, or call. Rather, he was kidnapped from his home and tak-
en by force as a slave and put to work as a shepherd. 
 Far from home, deprived of freedom and exposed day and 
night to the elements amidst his flock of sheep, Saint Patrick 
turned to God in prayer and found Him.  One night while pray-
ing he heard a voice telling him "soon you will go to your own 
country ...see, your ship is ready."  Walking two hundred miles 
across Ireland, Saint Patrick found a ship, adventures and, even-
tually a way home.   
 But there he did not stay. This deeply spiritual man had a 
vision in which a letter was given to him ---- the voice of the 
Irish saying, "We ask thee, boy, come and walk among us once 
more."  Broken in the heart but obedient to God, ----"I cannot be 
silent...about the great benefits and the great grace which the 
Lord has deigned to bestow upon me in the land of my captiv-
ity."  And so after theological study, ordination as a priest, and 
consecration as a Bishop, Patrick returned to the land of his cap-
tors not out of anger to seek revenge but out of love to capture 
them for Christ. 
 Through hardship, toil, physical attacks and moral accusa-
tion Saint Patrick took on a  hostile culture,  baptized "many 
thousands" and "ordained clerics everywhere.” When he died, 
Ireland was Catholic. 
 In a time when the faith has waned in America, the Apostle 
to Ireland is a reminder of the dramatic possibilities of God's 
grace. Never bemoan the culture and its apparent indifference to 
the faith. Rather, focus on the potency of the Holy Spirit in the 
lives of those who burn with zealous faith, love of God and the 
conviction that lives are uplifted and improved by knowing Jesus 
Christ. 
 Today let us seek the intercession of Saint Patrick and be 
inspired by his example. In suffering, he turned to prayer. In 
freedom, he returned to love his enemies. In all things, he served 
God by spreading the faith so that the consolation he found in 
Christ might be shared with a nation. 

Dispensations for the Sick: 

 If you are sick, stay home. With all the concerns 

about the Coronavirus, it's a good time to remind the 

faithful of our Parish that if you are not feeling well, you 

are dispensed from the Sunday obligation to attend 

Mass.  Stay home, get well and help us keep the com-

munity healthy. Also, Extraordinary Ministers of the 

Holy Communion whether assisting at Mass or bringing 

Holy Communion to the homebound, should be prudent 

and not hesitate to contact the rectory if you are not 

feeling well and should refrain from interacting with the 

elderly, sick or infirm. Any homebound parishioner 

should not hesitate to contact the rectory so that we can 

care for your spiritual needs. 



Special Highlights | Upcoming Events  | RE Schedule| Offertory Update   

March         

Mon 3/16    3:00 pm Rel Ed Grade 3-5 

    6:30 pm CCD Grades 6-8  

Tues 3/17    3:00 pm CGS Classes 

    3:00 pm CCD Grades K - 2 

Let’s make a pilgrimage to the different Churches of our Dean-
ery where we will have the opportunity to go to Confession, pray 
and reflect on a Lenten topic. Confessions start at 6:30 pm. The-

service will be at 7 pm. 

Make this a Lenten Gift to God! 

 
Place: St. Edward the Confessor, Westminster 
March 18th 
 
Place: St. Francis, Athol 
March 25th 
 
Place: Immaculate Heart of Mary, Winchendon 
April 1st 
 
Place: Holy Rosary /Gardner 
April 19th, Divine Mercy Sunday 

Let us honor God with our first fruits rather 
than the leftovers 

              
             3/8/20 Sunday Offertory  $ 2,514.00 
  Cemetery   $      12.00 
  Fuel & Maint $    100.00 
  Parish Needs $    161.00 
             3/8/20 Online Giving $    243.00 
  Total   $ 3,030.00 
 
             Diocense Funds: 
  Latin America $    222.00 
                            
Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 
Your weekly financial support enables Saint Denis 

to provide for the needs of our parish. 

Lenten Deanery Pilgrimage 

St. Denis Annual St Paddy’s Day Dinner  

March 21st, at 5:30 PM Only 84 tickets  

Ticket sales after Mass $12/Person, $40/Family  

20-tickets for take-out meals at $12 per meal. 

Donations greatly appreciated. List 

available in the back of the church. Do 

you have Irish talents to share? Let Beth 

know.  

Call Beth Wojnas: 978-827-6579  

Advanced sales preferred. 

Online sales are available now. There is a chance for a Dunkin 

March 
Sat 3/14   3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 
      4:15 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 
      4:30 pm Saturday Mass 
Sun 3/15   8:00 am Sunday Mass  
            10:30 am Sunday Mass 
Mon 3/16   9:00 am Communion Service 
Tue 3/17   9:00 am Communion Service 
Wed 3/18   9:00 am Communion Service 
      9:30 am Ladies Spiritual Enrichment Group 
Thur 3/19   7:00 pm Kerygma Prayer/Bible Study 
Fri 3/20   6:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Sat 3/21   3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 
      4:15 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 
      4:30 pm Saturday Mass 
Sun 3/22   8:00 am Sunday Mass  
            10:30 am Sunday Mass 

20th Annual Diocesan 

Catholic Men’s Conference 

Saturday, March 28 

Assumption College  

Men (of all ages welcome). Visit the 

conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for 

information and to purchase tickets. ticket prices are $60. 

Student tickets are $30. Parishioners going will be 

refunded $15 by Men’s Group. Call Gene 978-872-8075. 

1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM EMMANUEL 

RADIO — 2020 SPRING PLEDGE DRIVE 

Emmanuel Catholic Radio will host a live three-day 

Spring Pledge Drive from 7 am–6 pm, March 25 -27, 

2020. Emmanuel Radio is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization whose express ministry is to proclaim 

the Gospel of the Lord through the New 

Evangelization on Catholic radio. Your tax-

deductible donation will keep Catholic radio on the air serving all local 

diocesan parishes/Catholic schools and organizations & charities. To donate/

pledge, (508) 767-1230; visit 1230radio/com; or mail your donation to 

Emmanuel Radio, P.O. Box 20027, Worcester, Ma 01602. For quality Lenten/

Easter programming tune into 1230AM/970AM/101.FM Emmanuel Radio, 

Truth for Life! 

Partner’s in Charity...Envision Faith in Action! What 

an inspiration it is for all of us to know that when we support 

the Annual Partners in Charity Appeal we generate joy in the 

lives of those served by our many agencies and ministries. 

And you, in turn, share in the joy of bringing hope into the 

lives of those we serve.  “Text Giving” is the easiest and most secure way to give. Text the 

word “donate” to 84576. Giving via text also means your donation will be included in St 

Denis Parish’s goal. You can also make your gift online at www.partners-charity.net 

The Catholic Free Press 
Renew home delivery by using your envelope  

or Online Giving on the parish website 

www.catholicfreepress.org      digital.catholicfreepress.org 

http://www.firstmensconf.org

