
 

 April 26th, 2020| Third Sunday of Easter| (832) 

LORD’S DAY MASSES 
Canceled due to Covid-19 

DAILY MASSES 
Canceled due to Covid-19 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:30 — 4:00pm 

or by appointment 

 
PRIEST 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Fr. Richard Reidy  

rreidy@worcesterdiocese.org 

 

DEACON 
Deacon Richard DesJardins 

978-343-6367 

 

SECRETARY/OFFICE 
Andrew W. Gage 

StDenis@comcast.net 

978-827-5806 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Administrator 

Kimberly Brown 

978-827-4892 

StDenisRE@comcast.net 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday — Thursday 

10:00 — 3:00pm 

StDenis@comcast.net 

978-827-5806 

 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL 
 

978-790-1923  

 

BAPTISMS 
Deacon Richard DesJardins 

978-343-6367 

 

NOTIFY THE RECTORY  
Visitation of the sick & elderly 

Weddings, Pastoral Care, 
Funerals, etc. 

 

ST DENIS CEMETERY 

Kelton Rd. Ashburnham 
978-827-5806 

https://
saintdenisashburnham.org/

cemetery  

  

Go to: Formed.org  Type in 

our parish code: 6DF8JG 

Take advantage of free 

Christian videos,  

 audio lessons, books  

Be part of our Parish! We use 

Flocknote.com to share and 

communicate within the parish.  

• Get Bulletins 

• RE Notifications 

• Ministry reminders 

• And more 

Join Via Website or ask 

our Parish secretary to set you up! 

www.SaintDenisAshburnham.com 

Road to Emmaus 

“Were not our hearts burning Within us 

while he spoke to us on the way and opened 

the scriptures to us?”      Luke 24:32 

mailto:rreidy@worcesterdiocese.org?subject=Request%20from%20Bulletin
mailto:StDenis@comcast.net
mailto:StDenisRE@comcast.net
mailto:StDenis@comcast.net
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Please Pray for the intentions of these people at home and go on 

our website to watch Sunday and Daily Masses.  

Fr Reidy will be saying mass for these intentions as well. 

 

Sat  4/25     4:30 pm John, Mary, Joe, Stephen,  

       Mata, Jason Hayes 

        By Hates Family  

Sun  4/26     8:00 am The people of St Denis Parish  

    10:30 am  

PRAYER IN TIME OF  

PANDEMIC 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore  

the weight of human suffering for our salvation, 

hear the prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and 

deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts 

to the voice of your Son:    

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers  

and public servants; 

give us the wisdom to do what is right 

 and the faith to endure this hour, 

that we might gather  

once again to praise your name 

 in the heart of your Church, 

delivered from all distress  

and confident in your mercy. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Next Week: May 4th, 2020|The Fourth Sunday of Easter|  Acts 2: 14a, 36-41, 1 Peter 2: 20b-25, John 10: 1-10 

 The Risen Jesus, unrecognized by the disciples, joins 

them on their journey. Along the way, we are told, 

"beginning with Moses and all the prophets He interpreted 

to them what referred to Him in all the Scriptures."  Still, 

they did not recognize Him but asked that He remain with 

them.  

 Doing so, He took bread, said the blessing, broke it and 

gave it to them. With that sacred action "their eyes were 

opened and they recognized Him."  Then, He vanished from 

their sight.  With their hearts burning from the explanation 

of the Scriptures and their recognition of the Risen Jesus in 

the breaking of the bread, the two disciples "set out at once 

and returned to Jerusalem." They returned to the city from 

which they had been retreating after their hopes had 

seemingly been dashed.  

 Notice how the journey to Emmaus is like the 

Mass.  Assembled together with Jesus and beginning with 

the Old Testament, the Scriptures were heard and 

interpreted in light of the disciples’ present situation. Then 

with the breaking of the bread, the Eucharist was 

celebrated and received. From that encounter with Christ, 

the disciples, fortified by the grace of the Eucharist and the 

conviction that Christ was with them, returned to confront 

what they had previously been running from.  

 At Mass we gather together, listen to the scriptures, 

have them interpreted in the homily, celebrate the 

Eucharist, receive communion, and go forth, fortified to 

meet the challenges of life.  

 Today's readings remind us both of the great privilege 

and grace we have in the Holy Eucharist. It also reminds us 

how the present circumstances deprive us of the fullness of 

grace that allows us to interpret the Scriptures, recognize 

Christ in our presence, and go forth to take on our 

challenges.  

 Mass is still being offered for all of you each week. As 

such, we are not without some of the benefits of the 

Mass.  We should all be making a spiritual communion and 

following the scriptures and watching the mass on 

television. However, these emergency measures to 

safeguard the common good by limiting the spread of this 

highly contagious virus in these extraordinary times should 

make us ever more aware of the great gift of the Holy Mass 

and our weekly need of it. Let us all pray that we may soon 

be reunited at Saint Denis Church listening with burning 

hearts to the proclamation the Scriptures and, having 

received the Holy Eucharist, recognizing Christ in our 

midst.  

April  26, 2020 - Bulletin Letter - Fr. Reidy  

 As the weeks go by and we are unable to gather for Mass in 

Church, our hearts are saddened and our souls hunger for the 

unity of the parish gathering and the grace of the Holy 

Eucharist.  Today's Gospel reminds us of the importance of the 

Mass and how difficult it is to penetrate the Scriptures and apply 

them to life without the assisting grace of Holy Communion.  

 The disciples on the road to Emmaus were shaken and 

dispirited by the events in Jerusalem that led to Christ’s death 

on the Cross.  Even though they had heard word of the 

Resurrection, they were heading out of Jerusalem, looking 

downcast over their frustrated hopes that Jesus was the one to 

redeem Israel.  



Events| Notices | Prayer Requests| Offertory Update   

Our society of Saint Vincent de Paul conference 
asks every parishioner to please serve as our 
“eyes and ears” to advise us of anyone locally 
such as a neighbor, relative, friend or acquaint-
ance who might be struggling with economic 
issues as well as other issues such as loneliness 

or illness and might benefit from a confidential helping hand. 
The members of Saint Vincent de Paul are willing to provide 
assistance as much as they are able while maintaining 100% 
confidentiality. The intent of our St. Vincent de Paul group is 
to exemplify the loving actions demonstrated by the life of 
Jesus. Please call the St. Vincent de Paul dedicated phone line 
at (978) 790-1923 to request assistance for yourself or someone 
in need. A member of St. Vincent de Paul will be in touch 
with you. 

Let us honor God with our first fruits rather 
than the leftovers 

 During this time of trial where the parish will be closed due to virus 
concerns. We still need to maintain our church. Please consider donating 

through Online Giving to keep the parish strong! You may also mail in 
your envelopes to:  

St Denis Parish, 85 Main St., Ashburnham, MA 01430. 
 

            Since 4/19/20  
            Envelopes Mailed: 
 Regular Envelopes $        640.00 
 Parish Needs $         5.00 
 Fuel & Maint $       25.00 
 Easter Flowers $       10.00 
 Easter Offering $       10.00 
 Good Friday $         5.00 
 Unrestricted $     105.00 
 Cemetery $       10.00 
 Cath Free Press $         0.00 
    Online Giving $   1,080.00 
  Total $   1,890.00 
                                 
Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 
Your weekly financial support enables Saint Denis 

to provide for the community. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Consecration to the Blessed Mother 

On Friday, May 1, all the Bishops of the United States and Canada will 

consecrate our lands to Mary, Mother of the Church in prayerful 

petition for the end of the Coronavirus. Further details will follow. In 

the meantime let us continue our prayers for the recovery of the sick, 

the salvation of the dead, and the protection of healthcare workers. 

Let us also keep in our prayers those who have lost jobs or who are 

suffering from separation of loved ones in nursing homes. 

PARKING LOT CONFESSIONS 

We will continue to hold confessions on Saturdays in the lower 
church parking lot. Fr. Reidy will be in the rear of the lot. Please 
remain in your car and follow the lane marked by cones. Keep a 
good distance from the car next to Fr. Reidy so that the person 
giving their confession cannot be overheard. Confessions will be 
held at the regular time from 3:30 to 4:00 pm on Saturdays. Please 
note, if it is raining Fr. Reidy will still be available to hear 
confessions from his own car in the same parking lot. 

Church Open/Parish Office Closed. 

Please note that the Father Lacey Center and the Parish 
Office will be closed until May 4. The Church will be opened 
Monday through Friday from 8 am to 8 pm and on Saturday 
8—4 pm, and Sunday from 8 am to noon. Please come by to 
pray in the presence of Our Lord at Saint Denis Church. 
Please respect social distancing in the Church as well as a 
maximum occupancy of 10 at any one time 

Remember our commitments to 

Partner’s in Charity.  The need is greatest 

in times of struggle. Please consider 

pledging the same amount you pledged 

last year. This would provide stability to 

all our diocese programs. 

Church  Goal  Donated  % Goal  Left to Goal 

St. Denis  $27,000.00 $3,815.00 14 %  $23,185.00 

Prayer to the Virgin Mary for Protection - Pope Francis 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick.  
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain with 
steadfast faith.  
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.  
We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of 
Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the 
Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our 
sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through 
the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver 
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RESOURCES 
 

How to watch Mass.   As public celebration of the Mass 

and the obligation to attend have been suspended, you can 

watch the Mass on cable TV or streaming on your comput-

er from the following sources: 
 

Diocesan TV Mass from Saint Paul Cathedral: 

Cable:  

 Spectrum (Charter):  Channel 193 at 9 am on week-

days and 10 am and 6 pm on Sundays. 

Internet:  

 https://livestream.com/dioceseofworcester/dailymass 

(at  any time) 

EWTN TV: 

Cable: 

 Spectrum (Charter Cable): TV Channel 18. Mass     

 shown daily at 8 am, noon, 6:30 pm and midnight. 

 Comcast: TV Channel 056 and 238 

 DirectTV: TV Channel 370 

 Dish: TV Channel  261 

Internet: 

 You can also stream the EWTN Mass on the internet at 

 the same times at https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live/

 united-states. 

Other Masses: 

Cable: 

 Catholic TV (from Boston) Spectrum (Charter) Chan-

nel  101; 9:30 am, 12:30 pm, 7 pm and 11:30 pm. 

Internet: https://wordonfire.org/daily-

mass/ 

Radio: 

EWTN Daily and Sunday Mass at ra-

dio stations 1230AM; 970AM; 101.1 

FM; courtesy of Emmanuel Radio.  Other Catholic pro-

Daily Mass Readings 

If you would like to read some Scripture each day, the 

daily Mass readings are an ideal way to track the Lenten 

journey of Our Lord to Calvary.  The readings reveal how 

much God loves each one of us.  We might ask ourselves 

three questions when reading the Scriptures:  1) what 

does this passage reveal to me about God?  2) what does 

this passage reveal about me? 3) what is God asking of 

me? 

You can find the daily readings at USCCB Daily Readings 

www.usccb.org  along with helpful meditations in the 

Living with Christ booklets. 

www.catholicfreepress.org     digital.catholicfreepress.org 

The Catholic Free Press 
Renew home delivery by using your envelope  

or Online Giving on the parish website 
 

If you receive the Catholic Free Press through 

the Parish, please donate this March using 

Online Giving! 

Stations of the Cross Online 

I invite you to join us 6:30 PM every Friday to join us 

online, as you would have come to the church and do the 

Stations of the Cross with us. This online version is very 

moving, and if we do it together will have great impact. 

You will need at least 45 Minutes as that is how long it is. 

Just Click the link below or copy into 

your browser. 

You can click the link anytime to check 

it out! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch 

reload=9&v=wW1t7M8HKT8&autoplay=1&list=PL58g

24NgWPIz8ajwy88V_FBcJTB61w5Gk 

Online and TV Sources for Practicing our Faith   

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Online 

This is Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Look to say the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet online with our own 

Heather Theisen. We have a 

recorded version taken from St 

Denis church on our website. You can follow 

along with Heather, it’s just like being there! 

https://saintdenisashburnham.org/divine-mercy  
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