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THE CHOIR’S CORNER
What’s going on??

VOTE FOR US! KBLX GOSPEL FEST 2015
The VOICES of St. Benedict name was submitted to the
102.9 KBLX Gospel Fest 2015 and we are on the ballot.

The Top 5 Choirs will be invited to perform at the Historic Bal
Theater in San Leandro, CA on Saturday, November 21, 

2015.
If you want to see the VOICES of St. Benedict in the Top 5,
go to kblx.com and vote for us. SPREAD THE WORD to 

your California Family and Friends. We thank you in advance
for your continued love and support. God Bless.
FEAST DAY OF ST. LAWRENCE O’TOOLE

Featuring the VOICES of St. Benedict.
Saturday, November 14, 2015 at the 5pm Vigil Mass.

St. Lawrence O’Toole / St. Cyril
3725 High St. ~ Oakland, CA

Interested in joining any of the Choirs?
Please feel free to contact Music Director, Leonard Pete.

Phone: 510-917-2390
Email:   thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal on Thursdays at 6pm.
Are you on Facebook?

Like our page! We’re titled  The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA

Are you new to the pArish?  To request a registration 
form, please complete and drop in the offertory basket. 

Have you moved? Had an information change?
Let us know by completing and returning.

We respect your privacy!  This information is for
St. Benedict Parish use only.

Name: ____________________________________
Phone # ___________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City: _____________________  Zip: _____________

Send Me A Registration Form □
 Change of Address □ Moving out of Parish □

2016 MAss Book
The parish Office will be accepting Mass Intentions for the 2016 
Mass Book.  If you would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) 
Intentions of your family/friends, or for your deceased family 
members/friends, stop by the Parish Office during office hours.  
We will be happy to assist you.

penny hArvest
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off by the 
altar before or after Mass.  There’s no need to wrap your pennies 
in a roll.

youth Minister
Keeping up with the wonderful spirit and energy of our 

recent retreat we are looking for individuals who are interested 
in being mentors or volunteers with our youth and young adult 
activities.  If interested, sign ups are available in the back of the 
church. For any questions see Ariana Catherine.

Any young adults 21-40 interested in participating in various 
young adult activities and be mentors to the youth of the parish 
and parish community, please sign up in the back of the church. 
For any questions contact Ariana Catherine or Jennifer Fernandes.

Aspire College ACAdeMy
is currently accepting application for grades 1st -  3rd grade.  Parents 
are welcome to apply by filling an application at the school or 
online by visiting aspire.schoolmint.net.  Visit us at 8030 Atherton 
Street, Oakland.  We look forward seeing you soon and welcoming 
you to our community this 2015 – 2016 school-year!

Are you A FAn oF st. BenediCt?
Well if you’re a Facebook member, Like our Page!  You can find 
us under the following title:

Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA
Make sure that you like our page as well as spread the word to 
many of your family and friends.  This is a great way to keep up 
with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

  



.

Collection: November 1, 2015 $3,362.37
Other Collection: “100” Club $1,096.18
 

“100” CluB
Beginning Balance   $6,916.91
Total Income for October 2015 $261.00
Ending balance as of October 31, 2015 $7,177.91

penny hArvest  
Ending Balance as of October 31, 2015 $852.03

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

ChurCh support

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time November 8, 2015 

Sunday, November 8 8:30 a.m. For The People
 11:00 a.m. Father Jayson Landeza 
  Birthday
Monday, November 9 7:30 a.m.
Wednesday, November 11 7:30 a.m.
Friday, November 13 7:30 a.m.
Saturday, November 14 4:30 p.m.

MASS INTENTIONS

noveMBer 14/15, 2015
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m.
B. Burns A. West C. Dixon
J. Garibaldi G. Johnson Leon Watson #
  C. Hadnot *
  Lucia Watson *

leCtors/euChAristiC Ministers

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

seCond ColleCtion - next weekend
CAMpAign For huMAn developMent

pArish CounCil Meeting 
Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00pm in the Parish Center. 

veterAn’s dAy
The office will be closed on Wednesday, November 11th in 
observance of the holiday.  The Mass on Monday will be celebrated 
at 7:30 am.

Attention leCtors And euChAristiC Ministers!
Fr. Jayson Landeza has requested a re-training session for (ALL) 
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers, The re-training will be held 
on Monday & Tuesday, November 16 & 17, 2015, at 7 pm in 

FroM the pAstor’s desk:
Because the scribes were able to read 

and write, most people in the first century 
respected them for their intelligence. Some 
of these learned scholars loved all the 
attention they got and did everything they 
could to get even more of the spotlight.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus criticizes the 
scribes of the Pharisee party for wearing 
long robes and excepting marks of respect 

in public. The robes may have been the wide, scarf-like prayer 
shawls (called the Tallit) that Jews wore while praying. Some 
scribes continued wearing these prayer shawls long after 
they finished reciting their prayers so others would see that 
they had been praying and would think that they were holy.

The scribes also preferred sitting in the synagogue’s front 
seats, which the towns dignitaries usually occupied. Many 
of them coveted the seat in the very front because it faced 
the  congregation and everyone present noticed those who 
sat there. The seats farthest back were for the lower classes, 
women, and children.

Jesus criticizes these scribes because they did not perform 
their actions out of genuine holiness but because they wanted 
the attention of others. Their intentions were very different 
from that of the poor widow in today’s Gospel.

In the temple, there were 13 trumpet-shaped chests for 
collecting offerings, each for specific purpose (for example, 
to buy oil for the lamp to the temple). Rich people probably 
got everyone’s attention by going from chest to chest putting 
their offerings as everyone watched them. Since ancient 
people did not use paper money, the sound of the coins 
hitting the inside of the metallic trumpet made it obvious 
how much money they gave. While his apostles observe this 
happening, Jesus calls their attention to the poor widow who 
quietly contributes only a few small coins. This woman’s 
holiness exceeded that of the scribes and the rich because she 
didn’t give to be noticed by others but to be noticed by God.

 All of us are sometimes like the scribes. We want to be 
noticed and we want others to think well of us. How much 
are we motivated by what others will say or think about us?

As I mentioned in last week’s bulletin, throughout the 
month of November we remember all those who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith, and are experiencing 
eternal life in Christ. Please don’t forget to add their names 
to our Book of the Dead, which is located near our altar 
shrine in honor of our beloved deceased.

When you get a chance, take a look at our updated 
website. Our website address has changed, and it is now 
www.saintbenedictoakland.com

We currently have a very serious mold issue in our parish 
center, which is why some of you may have been detecting 

in order emanating from some of the rooms. An inspection 
took place and a report was issued about the next steps 
regarding the mitigation of the mold, which will require 
some work and added expenses. The diocese currently has 
that report and will send a crew over to fix the problem.

 Deacon Ron and Tutson and Dionne Cola will be in 
Arlington, Virginia this week as part of a week-long course 
offered by the Josephite Fathers / Josephite Pastoral Center 
for those leading and working in African-American Catholic 
parishes. Prayers for a safe trip and wisdom to return to Saint 
Benedict with good information and insights. 

Don’t forget to vote for the VOICES of St. Benedict 
Choir in the KBLX - 102.9 FM Choir Context. Just Google 
KBLX and follow the instructions.

Acts Full Gospel Church will be hosting a voter 
registration training on Tuesday, December 8, 2016 at 6:00 
PM to inform all about getting our community to register to 
vote.  Please don’t miss this opportunity of empowerment. 
For more information, please call Acts Full Gospel at 510-
567-1300 ext 222.

 God bless,
 Father Jayson

the church. New reading materials will be distributed. ( ALL) 
Lectors and Eucharistic ministers are required to attend  one 
of these sessions. Please make every effort to attend.  Thanking 
you in advance for your cooperation in this important matter.  
See you there.
 Fr. Benedict
 Deacon Ronald Tutson

sAve the dAte:  
Wednesday, November 18th.  We will begin our new faith 
formation session.  Following the, “Challenge Study” sessions, 
you expressed interest to continue in your journey.   We will 
continue with a session on, “Catholicism.”  Sessions will begin 
on time, at 7 pm.  Unfortunately, the attempt to start a second 
session of the “Challenge Study” was unsuccessful due to the 
lack of turnout.  The next session will not be offered again until 
September 18th of next year.  We will do pre sign-ups to determine 
your interest for the session at that time.

All souls envelopes
During the month of November, we pray in a special way for all the 
deceased members of our families and parishioners.  Specifically, 
you have an opportunity to list all those you wish to remember on 
all souls envelopes provided on the table at the back of the church.  
The envelopes are placed on the altar throughout the month and 
your loved ones are remembered at each Mass celebrated.

dioCese oF oAklAnd Adult FAith ForMAtion 
St. Francis de Sales School for Pastoral Ministry is renovating 
its program in light of the vision of Pope Francis for the New 
Evangelization.  The courses are newly designed to equip parish 
ministry leaders, catechists, parents and all adults to be more 
effective in communicating the relevance of the Catholic faith 
for their lives.   A new stable of instructorsmodels a style of 
teaching that fosters transformation in Christand a missionary 
outlook focused on witnessing to God’s mercy within our families, 
parishes, and the wider world.
 Classes meet one Saturday a month.  If you’re hesitating, 
“come and see” by auditing a course.  And if you are a graduate 
of the program, come back and take a new course or retake one 
with a new instructor at half price.Spring 2016 courses are: Old 
Testament, Christian Prayer and Spirituality, the Sacraments, and 
the Creed: Part I (Trinity, Jesus Christ, and the Cross Event).  Each 
course provides 12.5 hours of ongoing adult education. The fee 
per course is $120. Click here for more information http://www.
oakdiocese.org/ministries-formation/adult-faith-formation/spmor 
contact Sandra Martinez at 510-267-8371.  Deadline to register is 
December 18th.  Check out our SPM Facebook page and view our 
video with Bishop Barber’s endorsement and student testimonials!  

doMiniCAn sisters holidAy Boutique
November 21-22, 2015  •  10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
43326 Mission Blvd., Fremont, enter off Mission Tierra Pl.
Dominican Fruitcakes, Baked Goods, Art, Entertainment, and 
Homemade Articles.  www.msjdominicans.org.

seCond ColleCtion - next weekend
Next weekend, the annual collection for the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD) will be taken up in 
parishes throughout the U.S.  CCHD awards grants to non-
profit organizations that work to break the cycle of poverty by 
empowering low-income people to engage actively in the decisions 
which improve their lives and their communities.  Over the years, 
more than $5 million has been granted to organizations within 
the Oakland Diocese.  A video, featuring several of these recently 
funded organizations, can be viewed at cchdeastbay.org.  Pope 
Francis has called on all of us to strengthen our outreach to the 
poor.  CCHD is an important vehicle to do just that.  Please be 
generous.

Happy 54TH Birthday
Father Jayson.

Best wishes and good health.


