
MASS INTENTIONS

PR AY FOR THE SICK

CHURCH SUPPORT

LECTORS/EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

2019 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2019.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 

please come to the parish office between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. 
Donation for a Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

SICK AND HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
If you know of anyone in the parish who is sick and homebound 

who would like to receive communion at their home or if you know 
someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, please contact Divina 
Cabrera at the church office (510) 632-1847.  Request for prayers will 

be listed in the bulletin for one month and extended upon request. 

SECOND COLLECTION
Saint Vincent de Paul - This Weekend

“100” Club - Next Weekend

FEBRUARY 2/3, 2019
There is a practice and faith sharing session for these Lectors: 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM in the Rectory.

Sunday January 27  8:30 am Monica Soublet
   Birthday
  11:00 am  Zurich Pakeman
   For Healing
Monday January 28 7:30 am For The People
Wednesday January 30 7:30 am
Friday February 1 7:30 am  
Saturday February 2 4:30 pm Candelaria Bantay†  

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
H. Santi L. Robertson C. McIntyre
A. Swayne J. Grant J. Wilson (Lec)
A. Ricks (EM)  C. Hadnot (EM)
  O. Wanzo (EM)

Sunday, January 27
  8:30 am Sunday Mass Church 
11:00 am Sunday Gospel Mass Church
  9:45 am RCIA Classes Rectory
  9:30 am - 10:45 am Faith Formation Classes Center
12:30 pm Townhall Meeting Hall

Monday, January 28
  6:00 pm -  7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall

Tuesday, January 29
  6:00 pm -  7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall

Wednesday, January 30
  9:00 am - 12 noon SVDP - Distribution of Food Bags Hall
  6:00 pm -  7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall
  7:00 pm Bible Study Center

Thursday, January 31
 6:00 pm -  8:00 pm Choir Rehearsal Church

Friday, February 1
  1:00 pm -  3:00 pm Line Dancing Class Hall

Saturday, February 2
  4:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass Church

Collection: January 20, 2019 $3,202.00
  

“100” CLUB
Beginning Balance $10,502.61
Total Income for December 2018 $1,193.30
Total Expense for December 2018 $709.75
Ending Balance as of December 31, 2018 $10,976.16

PENNY HARVEST
Ending Balance as of December 31, 2018 $1,307.02

Thank You For Your Generosity

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Dionne Cola 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Leonard Pete 
MEETING RECORDER

James Flowers
Carl McCurtis
Kalene Parker
Laura Scotlan

What’s going on??

Interested in joining any of the Choirs? Please 
feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal  
on Thursdays at 6:00pm.

Like our page on Facebook! 
We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA.

Ariana Catherine

Sidney Fernandes

Jules Garibaldi

Romel Lucas

Linda Smith

Jaylynn St. Julian

Tara Sykes

Ofelia Wanzo

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way to 
keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

CHOIR’S CORNER

MISSION STATEMENT

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

ST. BENEDICT WEEKLY EVENTS

MEMEBERS

SATURDAY................. 3:45-4:15 pm 
OR BY APPOINTMENT

SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 
VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

MON, WED, & FRI ..............7:30 am 
8:00 AM ON HOLIDAYS

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and all 
here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to use 

our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Rufus Fisher 
BUILDING FACILIT IES  

MANAGER

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Aris Martin, SVD 
IN RESIDENCE

Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off by the altar
before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap your pennies in a roll.



During a synagogue service in Nazareth, 
the town where he grew up, Jesus takes the 
scroll and read aloud from the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. Through the passage he 
chooses, Jesus claims he possesses the Spirit 
of the Lord and that the spirit is sending 

him to bring good news to the poor, to set captives free, 
and to give sight to the blind.

The reference to the Spirit of God is the key to 
understanding what Jesus was talking about. Many 
Jews believed God would send them a Messiah, military 
/ political leader whom God would anoint with his 
spirit. This anointed one (that’s what “Christ” means) 
would usher in a new era, a time when the Messiah, the 
champion of the poor, would heal the sick and set the 
captives free. By declaring that these things were already 
happening through him, Jesus was claiming to possess 
God’s spirit and was thereby claiming to be the Messiah.

Jesus knew that this assertion would not go unchallenged. 
Those present wanted proof he was indeed who he said 
he was because other self-proclaimed messiahs at the time 
disappointed the people who put their faith in them.  So 
we can easily understand why the Jews in the synagogue 
that day were a little skeptical.

Jesus says that providing proof for his claim would be 
useless because prophets are usually more readily accepted 
by strangers than by those who knew them the best. 
One of the greatest Jewish prophets of all time, Elijah, 
did not go to one of his own people during a famine 
in the land but helped a poor widow in Zarepath who 
was not Jewish. As well, there were many lepers in Israel, 
but Elisha (Elijah’s successor) helped only Naaman the 
Syrian. Jesus is saying that no matter what he does, the 
people of Nazareth will not accept him as the Messiah. 
Like the prophets Elijah and Elisha, Jesus will turn to 
the Gentiles to manifest God’s power in the world and 
through them he will bring good news to the poor, set 
captives free, and restore sight to the blind.

The people of Nazareth didn’t appreciate Jesus because 
they knew him too well. Is there one person in our lives 
whom we don’t appreciate as we should? Perhaps we 
could give thanks to God for that person!

We give thanks to God for all the many people who are 
helping to make Black History Month a success. Last 

week’s celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., was a wonderful start to our commemoration. We 
began with Harry Santi at the 4:30 PM last Saturday 
and Leonard Pete and Dorgan McDade with a lively and 
creative homily at last Sunday’s 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM, 
with an additional tribute from our First Communion 
candidates. Over the next few weeks we will be blessed 
with our parish preaching team, with the help of others 
who will also share what it means to be African American 
and Catholic. 

Like many of you, I’ve been following this whole situation 
involving last week’s encounter between students from 
Covington Catholic High School (Kentucky) and a 
Native American Marine veteran after a Pro-Life march 
in Washington, DC. An initial viewing of the incident 
left many of us shocked and angry at the apparent 
disrespect rendered by the students, and in particular one 
who seemed to smugly stare into the face of the Native 
American drummer. Those who have watched other 
videos of the incident have come to other conclusions, 
generally absolving the youth of any culpability. I posted 
by initial reaction to this incident, and my opinion 
has not changed after viewing subsequent video. Many 
people posted that they, too, were upset by the actions 
of the teens, while others disagreed vehemently with my 
post. I had to “unfriend” one of my very close cousins (a 
very rabid conservative and anti-Catholic) for comments 
me made calling Catholics dumb (ironically, since it was 
a Catholic high school whose actions were in question). 
He also posted comments about priests and the sexual 
abuse of minors, which had nothing to do with the 
story, as well as conveniently forgetting that his cousin 
is a Catholic priest. It didn’t help that these youth were 
wearing #45 MAGA hats.

I’m sure that as you are reading this, the argument and 
debate over this incident continues to rage on. 

Our “Voices of St. Benedict” Choir will be at Christ the 
King parish in Pleasant Hill this Sunday, in commutation 
of their Dr. Martin Luther King Commemoration. We 
look forward to hearing how it went - we will miss them 
at our 11:00 AM liturgy this Sunday morning.

God bless,
Fr. Jayson Landeza

JANUARY 27, 2019

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 2019
Saturday, February 9, 2019, 11:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison Street, Oakland. The World 
Day of the Sick will include Mass, Sacrament of anointing 
the sick, blessing of caregivers and healthcare providers, 
distribution of holy water from Lourdes, France. Reception 
to follow mass. No RSVP is necessary. For more information 
please visit oakdiocese.org/WDS.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Is Spirit calling you to a ministry? Listen closely and decide 
which one it will be and make the commitment. Your Church 
family humbly request the pleasure of your time and talent 
to be  shared in any of the following ministries: Lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers, Alter Servers, Ushers, Choir Voices, 
Youth Group Members, Knights, Ladies, St. Vincent de Paul 
Volunteers, Environment Committee, Facilities Clean-up and 
Repair Volunteers, or start a new ministry. We look forward 
to your stewardship commitment.

A WELLNESS NEW YEAR TO ALL!!
Resolve to get well and be well this year.  Join the St. Benedict 
Wellness Group on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays from 6 
to 7 pm to make lifestyle changes that will help to improve 
your overall wellness. It’s about preventative changes to insure 
quality of life. Feel better, look better, perform better everyday.  
Join the wellness movement!

PLEASE JOIN US 
If you have stood as a visitor to our community before, and 
because you enjoyed being with us you continue to come, 
please, seriously consider registering with St. Benedict as your 
faith community.  We would love to have you as a part of our 
family.  Thank you.  God loves you and so do we.

RIP
Please pay for the happy repose of the soul of Bernadette 
Ekemu (Fr. Bert’s sister-in-law).  Please remember her family 
in your prayers.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, February 7th at 6:30 pm in the Rectory.

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY!
Morris and Jo Soublet will celebrate their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the 11:00 Mass on February 17, 2019 with 
a reaffirmation of their vows followed by a very simple 
reception in the parish center.  Everyone is invited to share in 
the festivities.

WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER
You’re Invited! WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10, 2019 | 1:00 PM St. Benedicts Church Parish 
Hall 2245 82nd Ave, Oakland, CA 94605 Tickets: $35 
donation (includes wine glass) RSVP | (510) 632-1847 Enjoy 
a wonderful selection of wines from Bishop’s Vineyard, music 
by the Bay Area Jazz Society and delectable hors d’oeuvres 
while helping us raise funds for our church. Sponsored 
by the Pastoral Planning Council in collaboration with 
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services. Contact: Pastoral 
Chair, Chiquita T. Tuttle, PhD at Bananactt@comcast.net 
for information. Tickets will be available from any Pastoral 
Council members

ALZHEIMER’S PRESENTATION
SAVE THE DATE!!!    Sunday,  February  17,  2019. 
Immediately following the 11 O’clock Mass. As a part of 
recognizing our African American heritage throughout the 
month of February.
Please join us for this  very informative presentation, 
“Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia.” Did you know: 
African American’s make up 20% of the 5.4 million Americans 
living with Alzheimer’s Disease? There are 5.6 million African 
American caregivers, and African Americans are 2X more 
likely to develop Alzheimer’s Disease and Vascular Dementia. 
Learn more and become aware at this event. See you there 
and bring a friend! Refreshments will be provided.

HAWAII PILGRIMAGE
The Catholic Voice invites you to join Fr. Jayson Landeza and 
Bishop Larry Silva of Honolulu to “Honor the Great Saints 
of Hawaii” St. Damien & St. Marianne Cope in Hawaii 
on September 8 – 14, 2019.  Cost: $2,899.  Please contact 
Camille Tompkins at The Catholic Voice for a brochure at 510-
419-1081 or ctompkins@oakdiocese.org.  

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays 
before 4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the 
parish office at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  
Thank you.


