
MASS INTENTIONS

PR AY FOR THE SICK

CHURCH SUPPORT

LECTORS/EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

2019 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2019.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 

please come to the parish office between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. 
Donation for a Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

SICK AND HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
If you know of anyone in the parish who is sick and homebound 

who would like to receive communion at their home or if you know 
someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, please contact Divina 
Cabrera at the church office (510) 632-1847.  Request for prayers will 

be listed in the bulletin for one month and extended upon request. APRIL 6/7, 2019
There is a practice and faith sharing session for these Lectors: 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM in the Rectory.

Sunday March 31  8:30 am Lesiele Tohi†
  11:00 am For The People
Monday April 1 7:30 am 
Wednesday April 3 7:30 am 
Friday April 5 7:30 am  
Saturday April 6 4:30 pm Angelita Romero
   Birthday 

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
A. Ricks A. West D. Cola
K. Webster C. Ologbosele C. Dixon
   C. McInytre (EM)

Sunday, March 31
  8:30 am Sunday Mass Church 
11:00 am Sunday Gospel Mass Church
  9:30 am - 10:45 am Faith Formation Classes Center 
  9:45 am RCIA Classes Rectory

Monday, April 1
 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall

Tuesday, April 2
  6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall

Wednesday, April 3
  6:00 pm -   7:00 pm Wellness Group Hall

Thursday, April 4 
   6:00 pm -  8:00 pm Choir Rehearsal Church

Friday, April 5
  1:00 pm -  3:00 pm Line Dancing Class Hall

Saturday, April 6
  4:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass Church
  

PLEASE JOIN US!

  
“100” CLUB

Beginning Balance $3,521.66
Total Income for February 2019 $655.20
Total Expense for February 2019 $1,000.00
Ending Balance as of February 28, 2019 $3,176.86

PENNY HARVEST
Ending Balance as of February 28, 2019 $1,307.02

Thank You For Your Generosity

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Dionne Cola 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Leonard Pete 
MEETING RECORDER

Kalene Parker
Laura Scotlan
Linda Smith

What’s going on??

Interested in joining any of the Choirs? Please 
feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal  
on Thursdays at 6:00pm.

Like our page on Facebook! 
We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA.

Ariana Catherine

Sidney Fernandes

Jules Garibaldi

Romel Lucas

Linda Smith

Jaylynn St. Julian

Tara Sykes

Ofelia Wanzo

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way to 
keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

REQUEST FOR PR AYERSWILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN FOR ONE 
MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

CHOIR’S CORNER

MISSION STATEMENT

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

ST. BENEDICT WEEKLY EVENTS

MEMEBERS

SATURDAY................. 3:45-4:15 pm 
OR BY APPOINTMENT

SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 
VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

MON, WED, & FRI ..............7:30 am 
8:00 AM ON HOLIDAYS

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and all 
here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to use 

our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Rufus Fisher 
BUILDING FACILIT IES  

MANAGER

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Aris Martin, SVD 
IN RESIDENCE

Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off by the altar
before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap your pennies in a roll.

SECOND COLLECTION

Bishop’s Overseas Appeal - This Weekend
“100” Club - Next Weekend

Next weekend our second collection is for the “100” Club.  The “100” 
Club is used for our building improvements and for repair.  We would like 
to thank all the parishioners who have donated through the “100” Club.  

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT BECOMING 
A SISTER?
Come and See if God is calling you!  The DaughTers of 
ChariTy  have an weekend Religious Vocation Retreat  for single 
catholic women ages 18-40—April 26-28, 2019 in Los Altos Hills, 
CA.  CONTACT:  Sr. Lisa Laguna, D.C. 650-949-8890 or 213-
210-9903  srllaguna@doc1633.org  www.Daughters-Of-Charity.
com/retreats/



In first century Palestine, physicians treated 
a variety of illnesses with saliva because they 
believed it had curative powers. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus approach is a man who was born 
blind, spits on the ground, makes a paste of 
dirt and saliva, and smears this paste on the 

man’s eyes. After watching off this mixture in the pool of 
Siloam, the man is able to see.

Some overly legalistic Pharisees objected to what Jesus did 
because he did it on the Sabbath. Says they considered making 
peace with saliva and dirt to be at work, they interpreted 
Jesus actions as a clear violation of the command to keep the 
Sabbath holy.

The Pharisees interrogated the man born blind about what 
had happened, but when the man defended Jesus, they 
became indignant and accused him of being a sinner from 
the moment of his birth. Because people in biblical times 
did not know about viruses and germs, they believe send was 
the cause of all pain and suffering. The Pharisees concluded 
the man was born blind because God was punishing him for 
something either he or his parents did. He was a sinner, they 
reasoned, because he had experience the effects of sin from 
the day he was born. 

This story is one of the seven miracles reported in the Gospel 
according to John. Most of the “signs” (that’s what John calls 
them) lead into one of the seven discourses or sermons of 
Jesus we find in this Gospel. Although physical in nature, 
each miracle also has a spiritual meaning which becomes clear 
in the discourse that follows it.

Jesus gave sight to the blind man and this person then preach 
to those who were spiritually blind (those who did not accept 
Jesus as the Messiah). So a physical cure set the stage for 
teaching about the need for spiritual healing. 

For reading and with Jesus saying he came to divide the world 
and that some people will be blind because of him while 
others will regain their sight. In the original Greek language of 
the Gospels, Jesus clearly is not talking about the purpose of 
his mission but rather about its effect. There will be divisions 
because some people will believe in Jesus and others won’t. 
Some of those considered spiritually blind will see Jesus as 

their messiah while the respective spiritual leaders will not 
accept Jesus. Historically, that’s exactly what happened.

Are we more like the blind man who needed Jesus or are we 
like the Pharisees who believed they were spiritually superior 
to others? Pray that we might see where we need spiritual 
healing.
I hope that your Lenten journey is progressing well! We’ve 
got a few more weeks until we celebrate that most holiest of 
weeks, so I pray that your spiritual walk is a work in progress!

Lent, the church’s annual retreat for the liturgical year, began 
with Ash Wednesday. Lent prepares us for the events of 
Holy Week, in which we commemorate the passion, death 
and resurrection of Jesus through our Sacred Triduum (Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil) and the subsequent 
Easter Sunday celebration and the Easter Season. Lent is 
the time where we focus our spiritual journey on the three 
traditional practices of the season: prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Our hope is that by the end of the Lenten Season, 
our particular spiritual practices during Lent will have drawn 
us closer to Christ and his will for us, not just during the 
Lenten and Easter Seasons, but throughout the rest of the 
year as well.

As we’ve done over the past few years, we will be washing 
both feet and hands at this year’s Holy Thursday liturgy. Just 
wanted to give folks a head’s up. The liturgical rites for that 
evening’s celebration dictates the washing of feet, not hands. 
I know that the washing of hands has been the tradition here 
at St. Benedict, which is why, for this year again, we will give 
folks the option. Remember, according to Passion Narratives 
found in the Scriptures detailing the events leading to Jesus’ 
death, Christ washed feet while Pontius Pilate washed his 
hands and wanted nothing to do with Our Lord.

Dr. Rita Bobino, a parishioner here at St. Benedict, 
participated in the Rite of Election into the Catholic Church 
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light this past week. This is in 
preparation for her full entrance into the Catholic Church at 
the Easter Vigil.

Continued prayers and blessings as we together journey 
through this Lenten Season!

MARCH 31, 2019

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

$750.00. We will collect your CRS Rice Bowl on the weekend of 
Palm Sunday. Thank you for participating in CRS Rice Bowl with 
your family.

4TH BI-ANNUAL CHILDREN HOSPITAL DRIVE 
Our KPC Court/Council 336 kick-Off of the 4th Bi-Annual 
Children Hospital Drive began  Sunday, March 17th and will 
run to Sunday, April 14th, 2019. Delivery on or before Good 
Friday!   We humbly request your generous donation of all new 
items of: Stuff Animals/Toys, Socks for all ages, and an Assortment 
of Art Supplies suitable for Teen Patients, too! Advance thanks 
from the Ladies and Knights of Court/Council 336 domiciled 
here at St. Benedict,  Oakland, CA. For questions, inquiries, and 
donations contact Chair Lady Lil Brown-Parker (510-206-9942) 
& Committee members Ladies: Wallita Sykes-Bush, Jewel Terrell, 
Theresa Gaudet, Madonna Billups, & Co-Chair/Poster Artist Lady 
Reese Fernandes!

SAINT MARY’S HIGH 
Spend time learning at beautiful Peralta Park in Berkeley this 
summer, at Saint Mary’s High summer academic enrichment 
programs and sports camps for youngsters in grades 6-9, June 17 
through July 12.   Week-long sports camps led by Saint Mary’s 
coaching staff will emphasize team-building, while students 
learn skills in: Basketball, Volleyball, Baseball, Flag Football, 
and Strength & Conditioning.   The Middle School Academics 
Enrichment programs in Math and English are tailored to students 
in grades 6, 7, and 8.  All information, grade level-specific program 
details, and online registration can be found atwww.smsummer.
org.  Saint Mary’s is a Lasallian Catholic high school founded 
in San Francisco in 1863 and located in Berkeley since 1927. 
Visit www.saintmaryschs.org.

HAWAII PILGRIMAGE
The Catholic Voice invites you to join Fr. Jayson Landeza and Bishop 
Larry Silva of Honolulu to “Honor the Great Saints of Hawaii” 
St. Damien & St. Marianne Cope in Hawaii on September 8 – 
14, 2019.  Cost: $2,899.  Please contact Camille Tompkins at The 
Catholic Voice  for a brochure at 510-419-1081 or  ctompkins@
oakdiocese.org.  

KPCLA LADIES AUXILLARY COURT 336
Our annual scholarship fund raising event takes place Saturday, 
April 13, 2019, at Golden Gate Fields. Gates open at 11am.  Price 
$51.00 per person--------- includes Valet Parking, Buffet ticket, 
Event Program and an afternoon of fun with family and friends.  
Please join us.  For tickets and more information, please contact 
Lottie Sonnier: 510-635-3384; Audrey Ricks: 510-258-6470. 

OAKLAND SYMPHONY CHORUS SPRING CONCERT
Saturday, April 13, 2019, 8:00 pm. First Congregational Church of 
Oakland, 2501 Harrison Street, Oakland, CA 94612. The Concert 
features traditionally arranged Spirituals and the world premiere 
of “Mass for Freedom.” The text of the Mass combines traditional 
Spirituals with selected text from the Latin Mass Ordinary (in 
English translation) and additional words by the composer. 
Tickets are $20.00 at 510-444-0801; online at oaklandsymphony.
org. Oakland Symphony Hall Pass Free Tickets:  If you receive 
any form of public assistance through the Alameda County Social 
Services Agency, contact Sylvia Soublet at ssoublet@acgov.org. For 
active, guard, or reserve military households, contact usobayarea@
uso.org. For more information, contact  OaklandSymphony.org/
SymphonyHallPass.

CHRISM MASS
The Chrism Mass is one of the most solemn and important 
liturgies of the year and is the largest annual gathering of clergy 
and faithful held in the diocese.  During the Mass, those present 
are called to renew their baptismal promises; priests and deacons 
also reaffirm their ministry by renewing the promises made at their 
ordination.  The Mass takes its name from the blessing of the holy 
oils used in sacraments throughout the year.  The Oils are a sign of 
each parish’s unity with the Bishop who is symbolically present in 
the consecrated oils.  Please plan to attend the annual Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, on Thursday, April 
11 at 6:30 pm.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday during Lent we will gather to walk and pray the 
Stations of the Cross in the church at 12 noon.  All parishioners 
are welcome.

DAYS OF ABSTINENCE
All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat and meat 
products for everyone who is fourteen years of age and older.  Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence (one 
full meal, two lesser meals, no meat, no eating between meals) to all 
persons who are between the ages of eighteen and fifty-nine.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday – April 18th at 6:30 pm
Followed by Potluck

Lent ends with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday.
Lent has six Sundays.  The sixth is Passion of Palm Sunday and

marks the beginning of Holy Week.

Good Friday, April 19th at 1:00 pm
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 20th at 8:00 pm
The Vigil of Easter

Easter Sunday, April 21st at 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Easter Sunday Masses

Easter Monday, April 22nd at 8:00 am Mass

HOLY THURSDAY POTLUCK
Please sign-up for the Holy Thursday Potluck. Sign-up sheets are 
available on the table at the back of the church.

EASTER LILIES
Help us create a beautiful environment for the Easter Season.  Your 
gift of Easter Lilies may be made in honor of a loved one, in memory 
of the loved one or simply as a gift.  Please drop-off the Easter Lilies 
and Potted Floral plants on Friday, April 12th, and on the weekend 
of April 13th and the 14th.  Please don’t bring cut flowers until Good 

Friday.  Thank you.

RICE BOWL
It is not too late to join other members of our parish community 
in participating in CRS Rice Bowl this Lent. Remember, your 
contributions to Rice Bowl changes lives: 25% of the proceeds 
remain in the Oakland Diocese, with a portion being given 
out as grants  to St. Vincent de Paul conferences and other 
organizations working to alleviate hunger and food insecurity in 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. Last December our own 
St. Vincent de Paul conference received a Rice Bowl grant of 

KPC COUNCIL & COURT 336 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
KPCLA Court #336 will offer a scholarship for female students of color attending a Catholic High School and KPC Council 
#336 will offer a scholarship for male students of color attending a Catholic High School.  Application packets are available on 
the table at the back of the church.  For more information, contact Mallory Trevigne, mtvgn48@gmail.com, or Leonard Pete, 
mrleonardpete@gmail.com.


