
AUGUST 11, 2019

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 2019 - 2020
It’s time to begin our Religious Education Program for the 
children of St. Benedict. Registration forms for students in 
grades 1 -8 are available at the back of the church.  Sunday 
Classes will start on September 15, 2019 from 9:45 am – to 
10:45 am.  Children in second grade this year and older, 
preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation and/
or Eucharist must be registered in, attending Faith Formation 
classes regularly.  No child will be accepted after October 13, 
2019.

HIGH SCHOOL CONFIRMATION PROG. 2019 – 2020 
The High School Confirmation Program will begin on 
Sunday, September 15, 2019. Students who want to begin 
the Confirmation process must be in their sophomore year of 
High School or celebrating their 15th birthday on or before 
September 2019.  Sign up forms are on the table at the back of 
the church. Classes meet every Sunday at 9:40 am – 10:45 am. 
For more information contact Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo at 510-610-
2465.

RCIA 
Any adult interested in receiving the sacraments of Baptism, 
Holy Communion, or Confirmation – or who would like to 
be received into the church – should sign up at the back of 
the church.  Classes will begin on Sunday, September 8, 2018. 
Classes meet every Sunday at 9:45 am – 10:45 am. For further 
information contact Ms. Bev Ervin at 510-717-1346.

THE VOICES OF ST. BENEDICT 
will be having their Annual Southern Fried Chicken Dinner 
Sale after a 3 year hiatus on Saturday, September 14, 2019. The 
donation is $12 per dinner.   Dinner includes Fried Chicken, 
Mac-N-Cheese, Greens, Yams, Cornbread and Dessert.   For 
tickets or more information, please contact any Choir Member 
or Music Director Leonard Pete.  Contact information can be 
found in the Bulletin. 

SAVE THE DATE:
October 13 - 20, 2019 will be our Homecoming Celebration. 
This will be an opportunity for all of those who have ever set 
foot in St. Benedict’s, whether it be for a Church Service, an 
Event, A Fundraiser, A Funeral, Line-Dancing Class, whatever 
reason it may be to come back to your Home away from Home 
and Celebrate Life, Love, Family, Friends and our beloved Fr. 
Jay Matthews.   It will be featuring Dr. Toinette Eugene and 
Sr. Eva Lumas. We will also have a ribbon cutting celebration 
to officially welcome everyone to Fr. Jay Matthews Hall. More 
details will be coming soon.   In the meantime, take a flier 
found on the back tables and spread the word to your family 
and friends.

VACATION: THE VOICES OF ST. BENEDICT
will take a well deserved break during the month of August, 
The Choir will return on the first Sunday of September.

WELLNESS GROUP
Will take a break from August 5th thru September 16.

KNIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER &  
LADIES AUXILLIARY 

ST. BENEDICT COUNCIL& COURT 336 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER?

Thunder Valley Casino 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 

Donation $40.00 per person (5 hours stay) 
Reservation deadline: September 11, 2019 (sorry, no refunds 

after deadline) Proceeds from the trip help support our 
scholarship fund. For information call: Marvin Millet (510) 

638-7263 or Morris Larry – (510) 562-3285.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays 
before 4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the 
parish office at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  
Thank you

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Is Spirit calling you to a ministry? Listen closely and decide 
which one it will be and make the commitment. Your Church 
family humbly request the pleasure of  your time and talent 
to be  shared in any of the following ministries: Lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers, Alter Servers, Ushers, Choir Voices, 
Youth Group Members, Knights, Ladies, St. Vincent de Paul 
Volunteers, Environment Committee, Facilities Clean-up and 
Repair Volunteers, or start a new ministry. We look forward to 
your stewardship commitment.

A WELLNESS NEW YEAR TO ALL!!
f anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays 
before 4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the 
parish office at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  
Thank you

ATTENTION ST. BENEDICT PARISHIONERS!
Important Information about St. Benedict’s Electronic 
Newsletter
Have you been receiving emails from St. Benedict Parish? If 
not, we want to be sure we have your correct and current email 
address so that you don’t miss out on current Parish news and 
activities. When you have a moment we’d appreciate your 
sending a quick email to  SaintBenedictCrh@aol.com  with 
your full name and email address. Also, be sure to check your 
SPAM folder just in case the messages have been going there 
instead of your INBOX. The St. Benedict Communications 
Team thanks you for your attention to this matter. 

In Jesus’ day there were no government issued banks 
where people could deposit their money for safekeeping, 
so there was always a possibility thieves would steal a 
person’s entire life savings. Rather than taking this risk, 
many rich people used their wealth to purchase the finest 
robes money could buy, making expensive clothing an 
indication of how much a person was worth.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus surprises his followers by telling them they are 
even richer than those who are parading around in costly robes. Their 
wealth, however, is not like the money thieves steal or like the luxurious 
clothing moths destroy but is a spiritual treasure God freely gives them. 
This treasure is nothing less than a place in God’s reign.

Jesus warns his followers they should always be prepared because they do 
not know when the reign of God (and the final judgment includes) will 
come. So they must always have their belts tightened and their lamps 
burning.

A person usually fastened a belt around the waist to keep the robe close 
to the body so it wouldn’t flap in the wind. Because a robe extended to 
the ground and made it difficult to work or move quickly, a person in a 
hurry tightened the belt and then gathered the rope and tucked in under 
the belt so it no longer hindered movement. Jesus used this image to 
teach us that we need to repair ourselves for the coming of God’s reign 
by eliminating anything in our lives that hinders us from moving into a 
closer relationship with God.

The lamp Jesus spoke about resembled a small ashtray filled with olive 
oil. A wick floated in the oil and those depended on the lamp’s light had 
to trim the wick with frequently so the flame would not go out, a task 
that took a great deal of time and effort. In the same way, preparing for 
the coming of God’s reign takes much time and effort because it involves 
continually striving to love God and love our neighbor more than we 
already do.

How are we prepared for the coming of God’s reign? If God were to call 
us to eternal life today, would God find us with our belts tightened and 
our lamps burning?

“This past week, Yvonne Matthews, Fr. Jay’s mother, died at the age of 
95. She had health struggles throughout these past few years, and has 
been cared for by her daughter, Linda, and our parishioner Yvonne 
Banks. Mrs. Matthews now rejoins her son Jay in eternal life. May they 
both rest in peace. We will keep you informed about upcoming services 
for Mrs. Matthews.”

Congratulations to our very own LeAnn Hall, who was named the 
National Lady of the Year, Ladies Auxiliary, Knights and Ladies of 
Peter Claver, at their Annual Convention in Atlanta! Our Court and 
Council are blessed to have such wonderful and active members. Last 
year, Marvin Millet received this award for the Western States District, 
and two years ago, our very own Court 336 won the award for being the 
best in the COUNTRY! Praise God!

Like many of you, I was saddened to hear of the passing of author Toni 
Morrison. In her Wikipedia biography, she became the first black female 
editor in fiction at Random Housein New York City. In the 1970s and 

1980s she developed her own reputation as an author, and her perhaps 
most celebrated work, Beloved, was made into a movie in 1998 by Oprah 
Winfrey.  Morrison was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literaturein 1993.
[3] In 1996, the National Endowment for the Humanities selected her 
for the  Jefferson Lecture, the U.S. federal government’s highest honor 
for achievement in the humanities. Also that year, she was honored with 
the National Book Foundation’s Medal of Distinguished Contribution to 
American Letters. Morrison wrote the libretto for a new opera, Margaret 
Garner, first performed in 2005. On May 29, 2012, President Barack 
Obama  presented Morrison with the  Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
In 2016, she received the PEN/Saul Bellow Award for Achievement in 
American Fiction. May she rest in peace.

What a wonderful turnout for our annual “National Night Out” (NNO) 
this past Tuesday evening. Our very own parish DJ Jorge Watson kept 
the music playing while folks were dancing, being fed and informed 
about various issues through display tables located near the perimeter of 
the church parking lot. Under the able leadership of numerous folks, the 
evening was part of a larger effort in neighborhoods across the country 
for communities to bond and get to know each other better, cooperating 
with first responders and civic leaders as well. Thanks to the NNO 
committee for making this evening possible. Thanks to our “Voices of 
St. Benedict” Choir, led by Leonard Pete, and members of our line dance 
class for enhancing our celebration. Thank you to all who attended and 
participated in this wonderful effort to connect with our East Oakland 
neighborhood.

Gilroy, El Paso, Dayton. This is what’s happening in our country. I’m not 
sure what else to say. We keep giving lip service to addressing this scourge 
of mass murder, which remains unique to this country. I spent eight days 
at the Gilroy shooting site (in my role as an FBI chaplain) and I heard 
many firsthand accounts of folks who were there as the gunman began 
firing into the crowd. I’m tired of all the empty rhetoric, as well as the 
racist screeds from 45 which feed into the white supremacy movements in 
this country and around the world. “Make America Great Again”, they 
say. How’s that going for us these days? Like many of you, I am so fed up. 
Keeping fortified in prayer and faith, but challenged to fight for equality, 
justice and peace. Led by the example of Jesus. 

The Voices of St. Benedict Choir is taking a well-deserved break in 
August (Dorgan McDade will be leading the music), as well as our 
Wellness class. Our Knights and Ladies of Peter Claver have lots of 
upcoming activities, and pay attention to information regarding our St. 
Benedict homecoming weekend and hall dedication in honor of Fr. Jay 
Matthews, all of which is happening in October.

Now that I’m back from working with the FBI in Gilroy, I’ll be around 
for a few weeks until I go on my annual priest retreat to Villa Maria Del 
Mar in Santa Cruz (August 19-23), then on the Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to Hawai’i (September 8-14), and then to a meeting at FBI Quantico 
(September 16-20). Back to FBI Quantico (October 1-11) for almost two 
weeks of service to the Bureau, then returning just in time for my 40th 
St. Mary’s College High School (Berkeley) Class of 1979 reunion. 

God bless,
Fr. Jayson Landeza

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



MASS INTENTIONS

PR AY FOR THE SICK

CHURCH SUPPORT

SECOND COLLECTION

FUNER ALS

LECTORS/EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

2018 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2018.  If you would 
like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your family/friends, or 
for your deceased family members/friends, stop by the Parish Office 

during office hours. We will be happy to assist you.

SICK AND HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
If you know of anyone in the parish who is sick and homebound 

who would like to receive communion at their home or if you know 
someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, please contact Divina 
Cabrera at the church office (510) 632-1847.  Request for prayers will 

be listed in the bulletin for one month and extended upon request. 

Mission Cooperative - next weekend

Mrs. Yvonne Matthews’ Funeral Service
Saint Benedict Church - Thursday, Augut 15, 2019 11:00 am

AUGUST 17/18, 2019 
There is a practice and faith sharing session for these Lectors: 

Tuesday at 7:00 PM in the Rectory.

Sunday August 11  8:30 am Carl Washington + 
  11:00 am Eucharia Ajagu - Healing 
Monday August 12 7:30 am Eucharia Ajagu - Healing
Wednesday August 14 7:30 am For The People
Friday August 16 7:30 am Asuncion Domingo + 
Saturday August 17 4:30 pm Leroy Gipson - Healing 

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
D. Dixon J. Grant J. Wilson (lec)
H. Santi L. Robertson D. Cola
  C. Hadnot (EM)
  W. Sykes-Bush  (EM)

Sunday, August11
8:30 am Sunday Mass Church 
11:00 am Sunday Gospel Mass Church

Monday, August 12
 

Tuesday, August 13 
 

Wednesday, August 14
 

Thursday, August 15
 

Friday, August 16
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm Line Dancing Class Hall

 
Saturday, August 17
4:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass Church

Collection: August 4, 2019 $3,894.41
Other Collection: “100” Club $534.25
 
  

100” CLUB
Beginning Balance $6,697.59
Total Income for July 2019 $429.25
Ending Balance as of July 31, 2019 $7,126.84

PENNY HARVEST
Ending Balance as of July 31, 201 $1,352.04

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Dionne Cola 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Leonard Pete 
MEETING RECORDER

Eucharia Ajagu
Najida Burns

What’s going on??

Interested in joining any of the Choirs? Please 
feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal  
on Thursdays at 6:00pm.

Like our page on Facebook! 
We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA.

Ariana Catherine

Sidney Fernandes

Jules Garibaldi

Romel Lucas

Linda Smith

Jaylynn St. Julian

Tara Sykes

Ofelia Wanzo

David Cola
Leroy Gipson
Paea Moa

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way to 
keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

CHOIR’S CORNER

MISSION STATEMENT

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

ST. BENEDICT WEEKLY EVENTS

MEMEBERS SATURDAY..............3:45-4:15 am 
OR BY APPOINTMENT

SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 
VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY .............8:30 & 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

MON, WED, & FRI .............7:30 am 
8:00 AM ON HOLIDAYS

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and all 
here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to use 

our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Rufus Fisher 
BUILDING FACILIT IES  

MANAGER

Dr. Chiqu ita Tuttle 
PASTO R AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Aris Martin, SVD 
IN RESIDENCE

Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.


