
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

SICK MINISTRY
If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, please 

contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

LECTORS/MINISTERS
OCTOBERT 16/17, 2021

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
J. Garibaldi L. Robertson D. Blake
 
 
 

Collection: October 3, 2021 $4,169.00
Other Collection "100" Club $819.00
  Saint Vincent de Paul $18.00
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Aris Martin, SVD 
IN RESIDENCE

2021 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2021.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 

please call the parish office at 510-632-1847 and we will call you 
back. Donation for a Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Dionne Cola 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Leonard Pete 
MEETING RECORDER

What’s going on??

Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal  
on Thursdays at 6:00pm.

Like our page on Facebook! 
We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA.

Ariana Catherine

Sidney Fernandes

Jules Garibaldi

Romel Lucas

Linda Smith

Jaylynn St. Julian

Tara Sykes

Ofelia Wanzo

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way to 
keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNERPARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

MEMBERS

Sunday, October 10 8:30 am Odile Fisher †
  11:00 am Renell Coleman Gilkey†
   Julie Hadnot - Birthhday
Saturday, October 16 4:30 pm For The People
       

SECOND COLLECTION
Catholic Voice - This Weekend

World Mission Sunday/Home Mission Appeal - Next Weekend

Are you new to the pArish?  To request a registration 
form, please complete and drop in the offertory basket.  

Have you moved?  Had an information change?
Let us know by completing and returning.

We respect your privacy!  This information is for 
St. Benedict Parish use only.

Name
Phone#
Address
City    Zip

Send Me A Registration Form 
Change of Address  Moving out of Parish 

PR AY FOR THE SICK

Theresa Butler
Janie Outley
Heidi Schmitt

Romel Tapscott
Adelaide Williams

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

RIP
Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of

Brenda Curry
(the sister of Benita Curry).  

Please remember her family in your prayers.



scale, as Pope Francis continues to warn us about the adverse 
effects of what he terms as “unbridled capitalism”.

Although we may feel immune from the larger implications of 
global poverty, we have our own share of economic insecurities 
- how do we care for our families, our children, our aging 
parents, ourselves? Can we continue to afford living where we 
do?

This conversation hits home as we see the price of housing 
skyrocket in our East Bay communities, leaving many with 
no alternative but to relocate to locations where housing is 
affordable. I have spoken about this before, and this topic 
continues to gather steam as more folks are affected.

Market forces are driving up demand, as affordable housing 
stocks are being depleted in San Francisco and throughout 
Oakland. East Oakland, as I have stated previously, is the next 
area where demand will increase dramatically over the next few 
years, resulting in the displacement of many African American 
and Latino families, as they seek less expensive housing outside 
of Oakland.

Discussions around gentrification focus on how more folks 
are moving into Oakland who lack the cultural sensitivity 
and awareness that has been the hallmark of Oakland for 
decades, and many native and/or long-time Oakland residents 
of color have been made to feel unwelcome in their very own 
neighborhoods.

The other result of increased housing prices is the movement 
of African Americans from Oakland to other parts of the East 
Bay, where housing is affordable. This has been the topic of a 
long-standing discussion among pastors of African American 
churches in this city, as many see their congregations shrink as 
a result of such displacement.

Our Gospel reading’s discussion on wealth is indeed timely. 
There are no easy solutions to these dilemmas, but I encourage 
us to be well-informed on this discussion and certainly to share 
your own experiences on how you have been personally affected 
by these changes.

As you may have heard, Emeritus Bishop John Cummins is 
currently in hospice care at Mercy Retirement and Care Center 
in the Fruitvale District - the same facility as my mother. Fr. 
Paul Vassar is Bishop Cummins point-of-contact and essentially 
Bishop’s power of attorney. Many of us have deep connections 
to Bishop Cummins - he ordained me to the priesthood nearly 
34 years ago. Bishop is aware that his time on earth is short-
lived. Fr. Paul has been keeping me updated on Bishop John’s 
situation - I invite you to keep both Bishop and Fr. Paul close 
to your hearts and souls in prayer.

Bishop Bob Jackson and other pastors of Oakland’s African 
American churches gather once a month at a vigil to pray for 
peace in the streets of Oakland. We will have a larger gathering 
later this month, on Saturday, October 23rd - this will be a city-
wide vigil, tentatively set at the Lake Merritt Amphitheater. 
More information to come!

When Jesus says in today’s Gospel that it’s difficult 
for a rich person to enter into the Kingdom of God, 
the apostles can’t believe their ears because, like many 
of the other Jews of their day, they thought the rich 
have the best shot at being holy.

The Jews considered their laws to be a road map to holiness. A 
person who followed the laws was holy and someone who broke 
the law (even if they didn’t know what it was) was a sinner. Since 
most poor people had to work long hours for the basic necessities 
of life, they didn’t have the time to study and learn all the Jewish 
laws in Scripture and tradition. So holiness was out of their reach, 
insofar as that way of thinking was concerned.

Because the rich didn’t have to work so hard, they were able to 
devote more of their time to learning the interpretations of the 
law and had a better chance at being holy. Some of them even 
believed their prosperity was a sign that God was very pleased 
with them.

When Jesus says it’s easier for the camel to pass through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God, he isn’t 
talking about a sewing needle, although the words in Greek for 
camel and rope or nearly the same. Instead, Jesus may be referring 
to a gate of the city of Jerusalem.

Ancient people built high walls around their cities for protection 
from hostile armies. They opened gates in the walls in the morning 
and closed these gates in the evening so invaders couldn’t enter 
the city at night and capture it while everyone was asleep. The 
city of Jerusalem had seven main gates and several smaller ones. 
These gates were low and narrow so the enemy couldn’t ride in on 
horseback but would first have to dismount and then proceed in 
on foot. The people of Jerusalem nickname one low and narrow 
gate “the eye of the needle.”

Although this gate kept the enemy out, it also made it difficult for 
travelers who came from distant lands (often with camels laden 
with heavy, bulky packages) to get into the city. The trader had 
to unload all of the goods from the camel, get the camel to bend 
down and squeeze through the gate, carried the goods through the 
gate himself, and then reload the camel. This whole process was 
time-consuming and hard work.

Jesus is saying in today’s Gospel that just as it’s difficult for a camel 
to get through the eye of a needle because of the baggage, it’s 
equally difficult for a rich person to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. “If it’s hard for a rich person to be holy,” the apostles must’ve 
thought, “then what chance do poor fishermen like us have?” Jesus 
tells them not to despair because he doesn’t measure holiness by 
what a person owns, but by what one is willing to give up in order 
to follow him. Jesus reminds us that whoever sacrifices family and 
possessions for the sake of the Gospel will have everlasting life. 
That certainly goes against the “Prosperity Gospel” we often hear 
preached by many televangelists. Would we be willing to sacrifice 
a bit of our own wealth to help spread the Gospel?

This weekend’s Gospel reading comes to us in a timely fashion, as 
our country and communities discuss the disparity of wealth, the 
“haves” and the “have nots”. This debate is featured on the global 

OCTOBER 10, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Our St. Benedict Parish Pastoral Council had a wonderful Wine 
Tasting event last week Sunday. Because of the bulletin deadline, 
I’ll get a complete list of “thank yous” in next week’s bulletin.

In the upcoming Fall, we will begin a discernment process 
for those wishing to serve on the St. Benedict Parish Pastoral 
Council. The current term expires in 2022, and we’d like to 
initiate the process and have folks in place by the end of this 
calendar year. Please stayed tuned and pray if this might be a 
way you can serve our St. Benedict parish family. We will have 
a discernment process day on Saturday, November 13th from 
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

As the fall draws nearer, I’ll be speaking more about the Diocesan 
Mission Alignment Process, or MAP, which is the process by 
which the Diocese of Oakland and Bishop Barber will determine 
the viability of parishes and the possible pooling or redistributed 
of resources in order to maximize parishes in light of declining 
clergy, parishioner attendance and financial resources. Part of 
that process is an instrument that parishioners (throughout 
the diocese) will be asked to participate. Disciple Maker Index 
Survey, scheduled to be introduced on October 14, will help 
the Diocesan MAP committee in their task of compiling data 
and helping to make sound decisions about our resources for 
the future. Janet Hall will be coordinating and leading our St. 
Benedict efforts to engage as many parishioners as possible to 
complete the Disciple Maker Index Survey. We look forward 
to your eventual participation in this survey. I have been asked 
personally by Bishop Barber to serve on the Diocesan MAP 
Committee, so I’ll see the survey implications first-hand. Thank 
you, Janet, for your willingness to help with this survey.

With the increased COVID 19 Delta variant counts and the 
mandatory indoor masks requirements instituted by our health 
officials, we are asking that all those attending Mass here at St. 
Benedict adhere to the requirements - mask wearing and social 
distancing. The Diocese issued a statement, effective September 
1st, opening everything up, but with these increased infection 
rates, I’m sure that the Diocesan officials will retract those 
guidelines and perhaps reissue regulations suited to reflect the 
current situation.

As a heads up, I’ll be at the FBI Academy at Quantico, Virginia 
from Tuesday, October 26th to Tuesday, November 8th; and from 
Tuesday, November 16th to Wednesday, November 17th, I’ll be 
at San Damiano Retreat and Conference Center in Danville 
for the Catholic Funerals and Cemetery Services (CFCS), the 
national Catholic mortuary and cemetery organization based 
here in Pleasanton; they operate Catholic cemeteries here in the 
Diocese of Oakland and in dioceses throughout the country.

On a personal level, I am losing weight - my doctor has ordered 
me to lose weight and decrease my glucose level or he’ll place on 
insulin. Diabetes is the #1 disease in my family, on both sides. 
I’m taking my doctor’s advice seriously!

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

AMERICA NEEDS FATIMA
Join the faithful and devoted Catholics to pray the Rosary on 
Saturday, October 16th at 12 noon at St. Jarlath’s Church at 2620 
Pleasant Street, Oakland.  We will be joining in heart and spirit 
thousands of Catholics all across America at the same time but 
various locations.  Praying the Rosary for: 
 • America and the world to return to God
 • Our Lady and our Lord’s intentions
 • Your intentions
 • Courage to remain strong in our faith

RETROUVAILLE
Retrouvaille helps married couples heal and renew their mar-
riages. 

VIRTUAL RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM IN ENGLISH 
OCTOBER 14 - 17, 2021

Register at http://www.helpourmarriage.com or call (510) 709-
6063 for more information. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

REMINDER AND PLEA
The rear area of the Church building has been marked  NO 
PARKING  and  KEEP CLEAR.  There are also  NO 
PARKING signs posted on walls in other areas beside the Church 
and near the Parish Center. This is not merely for decoration. 
This is to note that these areas should be kept clear at all times. 
We do not have a parking lot attendant, therefore, we must do 
what is necessary to help the flow of traffic in the parking lot, 
always. The Priest who reside in the rectory absolutely need 
to have access in and out of their home at all times. When we 
are on the grounds for whatever reason, we should also expect 
to have clear access in and out of the lot. It is imperative that 
EMERGENCY VEHICLES be able to have clear access to all 
buildings in case of medical emergencies. Parking to the rear of 
the rectory and hall is designated for “staff only.” Off loading 
and on loading is permitted, however, your vehicle must then be 
moved to an allowed area of the lot. Thank you so much for your 
cooperation. It is truly appreciated.

PLEASE JOIN US 
If you have stood as a visitor to our community before, and 
because you enjoyed being with us you continue to come, 
please, seriously consider registering with St. Benedict as your 
faith community.  We would love to have you as a part of our 
family.  Just fill out the registration form located on the back of 
this bulletin and drop it in the offertory basket.  Thank you.  God 
loves you and so do we.  We look forward to your stewardship 
commitment.


