
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

SICK MINISTRY
If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, please 

contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

LECTORS/MINISTERS
OCTOBERT 23/24, 2021

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
J. Soublet M. Soublet T. Clay
 
 
 

Collection: October 10, 2021 $4,998.00
Other Collection "100" Club $65.00
  Saint Vincent de Paul $40.00
 Catholic Voice $516.00
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Rev. Aris Martin, SVD 
IN RESIDENCE

2021 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2021.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 

please call the parish office at 510-632-1847 and we will call you 
back. Donation for a Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Dr. Chiquita Tuttle 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Dionne Cola 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Leonard Pete 
MEETING RECORDER

What’s going on??

Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Or just join us at Choir Rehearsal  
on Thursdays at 6:00pm.

Like our page on Facebook! 
We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - 
Oakland, CA.

Ariana Catherine

Sidney Fernandes

Jules Garibaldi

Romel Lucas

Linda Smith

Jaylynn St. Julian

Tara Sykes

Ofelia Wanzo

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way to 
keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNERPARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

MEMBERS

Sunday, October 17 8:30 am For the Sick in our Parish
  11:00 am For those discerning the call  
   to the Pastoral Council
Saturday, October 23 4:30 pm For the happy respose of the
   souls of Fr. Jay Matthew†
   Doralee Santi†
   and Charlotte Santi†

SECOND COLLECTION
World Mission Sunday/Home Mission Appeal - This Weekend

Saint Vincent de Paul - Next Weekend

Are you new to the pArish?  To request a registration 
form, please complete and drop in the offertory basket.  

Have you moved?  Had an information change?
Let us know by completing and returning.

We respect your privacy!  This information is for 
St. Benedict Parish use only.

Name
Phone#
Address
City    Zip

Send Me A Registration Form 
Change of Address  Moving out of Parish 

PR AY FOR THE SICK

Theresa Butler
Janie Outley
Heidi Schmitt

Romel Tapscott
Adelaide Williams

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

PLEASE JOIN US 
If you have stood as a visitor to our community before, 
and because you enjoyed being with us you continue 
to come, please, seriously consider registering with St. 
Benedict as your faith community.  We would love 
to have you as a part of our family.  Just fill out the 
registration form located on the back of this bulletin 
and drop it in the offertory basket.  Thank you.  God 
loves you and so do we.  We look forward to your 
stewardship commitment.



Bishop Bob Jackson and other pastors of Oakland’s African 
American churches gather once a month at a vigil to pray for 
peace in the streets of Oakland. We will have a larger gathering 
next week Sunday, October 24th - this will be a city-wide vigil, 
tentatively set at 5:00 PM at the Lake Merritt Amphitheater.

In the upcoming Fall, we will begin a discernment process 
for those wishing to serve on the St. Benedict Parish Pastoral 
Council. The current term expires in 2022, and we’d like to 
initiate the process and have folks in place by the end of this 
calendar year. Please stayed tuned and pray if this might be a 
way you can serve our St. Benedict parish family. We will have 
a discernment process day on Saturday, November 13th from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

As the fall draws nearer, I’ll be speaking more about the 
Diocesan Mission Alignment Process, or MAP, which is the 
process by which the Diocese of Oakland and Bishop Barber 
will determine the viability of parishes and the possible pooling 
or redistributed of resources in order to maximize parishes in 
light of declining clergy, parishioner attendance and financial 
resources. Part of that process is an instrument that parishioners 
(throughout the diocese) will be asked to participate. Disciple 
Maker Index Survey, scheduled to be introduced on October 
14, will help the Diocesan MAP committee in their task of 
compiling data and helping to make sound decisions about our 
resources for the future. Janet Hall will be coordinating and 
leading our St. Benedict efforts to engage as many parishioners 
as possible to complete the Disciple Maker Index Survey. We 
look forward to your eventual participation in this survey. I 
have been asked personally by Bishop Barber to serve on the 
Diocesan MAP Committee, so I’ll see the survey implications 
first-hand. Thank you Janet for your willingness to help with 
this survey.

Part of this MAP process involves the evaluation of clergy 
resources, distinctly aware that there is a shortage of ordained 
Catholic clergy, not only in the Diocese of Oakland, but 
throughout the United States and other “Western” countries.

There are so many issues that affect priests and parishes in the 
East Bay. Many of us are defined by the events which dictated 
the life of the church over the past 50 years, such as the Second 
Vatican Council, the election and papacy of John Paul II, and 
perhaps now the papacy of Francis. As priests in the East Bay, we 
are also defined by where we were born and raised, and where 
we received our theological training. Added to this dynamic is 
the particular characteristic that distinguishes St. Benedict from 
other Catholic parishes in the East Bay - namely our African 
American identity, which we share with St. Columba and St. 
Patrick, also in Oakland.

Folks here at St. Benedict have been blessed by having the 
best of both worlds. Previous pastors such as Fathers Bill 
Kennedy, Paul Vassar, Jay Matthews, and today myself, are 
native Berkeley/Oakland folks, born and raised, and all of us 
trained and educated at St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park. 
Fr. Vince Cotter, who has joined us in his retirement, is a native 
of San Francisco, and was ordained as a Salesian, but joined the 
Diocese of Oakland some years later.

In today’s Gospel, James and John ask Jesus if they 
could sit at his right and at his left when he comes into 
his glory. Like many of the Jews of that day, these two 
brothers were expecting a political / military Messiah 
through whom God would defeat their enemies, 
conquer the world, and establish a reign of justice 

and peace (that’s what they meant when they talked about Jesus 
coming into his glory).

The seats on either side of the royal throne were places of honor 
that the king reserved for the prime minister and the prince 
successor. Those who sat in these seats were in a very powerful 
position because, unlike everyone else who had to request a 
special audience with the king and perhaps wait days or weeks 
for the opportunity to talk with him, the prime minister and the 
prince successor just had to lean over and whisper in the king’s ear. 
So we can conclude that James’ and John’s request to sit at Jesus’ 
right and left was nothing less than a bold attempt to gain power 
by trying to get Jesus to ensure that they would occupy the places 
of honor when Jesus, the Messiah, established his kingdom. There 
are two explanations why James and John thought they deserved 
special treatment.

Scripture scholars believe James and John were probably par of 
Jesus’ inner circle of disciples because whenever the Gospels list 
the twelve apostles, they always name Peter first, and then James 
and John second and third. It seems as if Jesus favored these 
three apostles and even allowed them to witness events the other 
apostles did not (or example the Transfiguration and when Jesus 
brought a little girl back to life).

According to three of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke), 
James and John were fishing with their father Zebedee and the 
hired hands when Jesus called them to be his disciples. Zebedee’s 
fishing business must have been providing him with a comfortable 
living if he was able to employ his own sons, but others as well. 
Since James and John were from a more financially prosperous 
family than most people, including the other apostles, they may 
have thought that they were better and deserved special and 
preferable treatment or honors.

Tradition tells us that all of the apostles were martyred except 
John. But today’s Gospel ends with Jesus predicting that John, 
too, would die for his faith. Was John a martyr or did he live to a 
ripe old age? No one know for sure.

The apostles experienced petty jealousies and they competed for 
Jesus’ attention and approval. Jesus told them not to worry about 
who was the greatest but to focus on serving others. Who or 
whom is God calling you to serve?

As you may have heard, Emeritus Bishop John Cummins is 
currently in hospice care at Mercy Retirement and Care Center 
in the Fruitvale District - the same facility as my mother. Fr. 
Paul Vassar is Bishop Cummins point-of-contact and essentially 
Bishop’s power of attorney. Many of us have deep connections to 
Bishop Cummins - he ordained me to the priesthood nearly 34 
years ago. Bishop is aware that his time on earth is short-lived. Fr. 
Paul has been keeping me updated on Bishop John’s situation - I 
invite you to keep both Bishop and Fr. Paul close to your hearts 
and souls in prayer.

OCTOBER 17, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
St. Benedict has also been graced by the presence and ministry of 
Fathers Bert Aronyu, Benedict Ehinack, Sylvester Odirunde, and 
Aris Martin, who bring a global perspective to our parish, and 
they enrich the preaching and sacramental life of the Catholic 
community in the East Bay. Father Peter Omondi, SJ, a Kenyan 
Jesuit priest, ordained in July, joins us here at St. Benedict, 
following a long line of clergy supply priest whose roots extend 
back to Africa.

As people are drawn to the Bay Area from all over the world, 
priests from throughout the globe are also attracted to the Bay 
Area, and in particular the East Bay, due to its educational 
opportunities, gentle climate, and a diverse, progressive and 
hospitable populace.

The influx of foreign-born priests has not been without issue. 
Throughout the diocese, I hear complaints about parishioners 
unable to understand their priests, or that cultural issues around 
the treatment of women and clericalism can make such situations 
problematic. But for the most part, and in the overwhelming 
majority of parishes in the diocese, the diverse presence of clergy 
has been a positive experience.

Many of us who were trained in the post-Vatican II church have 
worked for a more inclusive church, one where the talents of 
laity, particularly women, are nurtured and affirmed. Influenced 
by Jesus’ universal call to a lived faith, and aware of the East Bay’s 
uniquely expansive vision of inclusivity and justice, we continue 
to strive for that here in the Diocese of Oakland, and I hope that 
we continue to those ends here at St. Benedict, building on the 
work done by my predecessors, especially Fathers Jay Matthews 
and Paul Vassar.

With the increased COVID 19 Delta variant counts and the 
mandatory indoor masks requirements instituted by our health 
officials, we are asking that all those attending Mass here at St. 
Benedict adhere to the requirements - mask wearing and social 
distancing. The Diocese issued a statement, effective September 
1st, opening everything up, but with these increased infection 
rates, I’m sure that the Diocesan officials will retract those 
guidelines and perhaps reissue regulations suited to reflect the 
current situation.

As a heads up, I’ll be at the FBI Academy at Quantico, Virginia 
from Tuesday, October 26th to Tuesday, November 8th; and from 
Tuesday, November 16th to Wednesday, November 17th, I’ll be 
at San Damiano Retreat and Conference Center in Danville 
for the Catholic Funerals and Cemetery Services (CFCS), the 
national Catholic mortuary and cemetery organization based 
here in Pleasanton; they operate Catholic cemeteries here in the 
Diocese of Oakland and in dioceses throughout the country.

On a personal level, I am losing weight - my doctor has ordered 
me to lose weight and decrease my glucose level or he’ll place on 
insulin. Diabetes is the #1 disease in my family, on both sides. 
I’m taking my doctor’s advice and trying to take better care of 
myself.

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

ALL SAINTS DAY 
Monday, November 1st.  Masses at 8:00am and 6:00pm.

NOMINATIONS FOR YOUR 2022-23 PASTORAL 
COUNCIL
ONE Name, ONE Ballot per Parishioner.  You CANNOT vote 
twice or vote for more than one. Place Ballot in Ballot Box on 
the Piano before the end of 11am Mass on Sunday, October 23, 
2021, OR you may submit your Ballot online via the link that 
was sent to your emails last weekend.

WINE FROM WINE-TASTING FOR SALE BEGINNING 
TODAY!
Order forms are on top of the piano. Fill them out TODAY to 
have your order available for PICK-UP after each Mass starting 
next weekend. You can also order ONLINE via the link that 
was sent to your emails. Orders must be placed before 5pm on 
Fridays to receive the order that weekend. Otherwise you will 
have to wait until the following weekend.
Contact Leonard Pete for more details:
Text|Call:  (510) 519-1913
Email: StBenedict.PastoralCouncil@Gmail.com

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

REMINDER AND PLEA
The rear area of the Church building has been marked  NO 
PARKING  and  KEEP CLEAR.  There are also  NO 
PARKING signs posted on walls in other areas beside the Church 
and near the Parish Center. This is not merely for decoration. 
This is to note that these areas should be kept clear at all times. 
We do not have a parking lot attendant, therefore, we must do 
what is necessary to help the flow of traffic in the parking lot, 
always. The Priest who reside in the rectory absolutely need 
to have access in and out of their home at all times. When we 
are on the grounds for whatever reason, we should also expect 
to have clear access in and out of the lot. It is imperative that 
EMERGENCY VEHICLES be able to have clear access to all 
buildings in case of medical emergencies. Parking to the rear of 
the rectory and hall is designated for “staff only.” Off loading 
and on loading is permitted, however, your vehicle must then be 
moved to an allowed area of the lot. Thank you so much for your 
cooperation. It is truly appreciated.


