
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: December 5, 2021 $6,551.00
 
Other Collection "100" Club $402.00
 Saint Vincent de Paul $85.00

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
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2022 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2022.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Sunday, December  12 8:30 am For the People
  11:00 am Jana Hadnot - God's Healing 
  

Are you new to the pArish?  To request a registration 
form, please complete and drop in the offertory basket.  

Have you moved?  Had an information change?
Let us know by completing and returning.

We respect your privacy!  This information is for 
St. Benedict Parish use only.

Name
Phone#
Address
City    Zip

Send Me A Registration Form 
Change of Address  Moving out of Parish 

Theresa Butler
Mike Casey

Bishop John Cummins
Janie Outley
Heidi Schmitt

Romel Tapscott
Adelaide Williams

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Third Sunday
of Advent

SECOND COLLECTION

Religious Retirement - This Weekend

LECTORS/MINISTERS
DECEMBER 18/19, 2021

4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
J. Soublet J. Grant D. Blake

Christmas Eve - 6:30 PM
December 24, 2021

Lil Brown Parker

Christmas Day - 10:00 AM
December 25, 2021

T. Clay

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR NEW 2022 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

David Krashna, Chair/Facilitator 
Linda Palmeri, Vice Chair/Assistant Facilitator

Dale Blake, Meeting Recorder

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola
Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

Romel Lucas

Leonard Pete
Alex Schmitt

Chiquita Tuttle
Ofelia Wanzo

Regina Wilson-Henry

Members



Bowman, FSPA. We pray for their journey as they pray for us 
in ours!

We are currently in the process of preparing for our annual St. 
Benedict parish Black History Month; we’re in the process of 
planning for our February annual celebration of this traditional 
commemoration. I am hoping that will continue planning for 
events 1-2 years in advance of Black History Month. This would 
include the scheduling and details surround visiting preachers 
and/or presiders for the month, as well as proposed funding 
mechanisms to finance the activities. 

As I mentioned at last week’s liturgies, we have a new St. 
Benedict Parish Pastoral Council - they were installed at the 
last week’s meeting on Thursday, December 9th at 6:30 PM in 
the Fr. Jay Matthew’s Hall. We look forward to their leadership 
over the next several years.

Thank you again Janet for your help with distributing the survey. 
I’ll continue to keep you informed about this process. Our MAP 
committee has been asked to have a set of recommendations 
ready for Bishop Barber by the beginning of March.

As I mentioned at the liturgies last week, parishioners have 
voted to move the Midnight Mass to 6:30 PM, for the sake 
of our safety. I’ve opened this up to a vote and process, deeply 
saddened and aware of the dramatic increase in criminal activity, 
especially violent crimes in our neighborhood and throughout 
Oakland. I generally try to get indoors before it gets dark, only 
to venture out in response to calls by Oakland Police and Fire 
and anointing of the sick. This is why we’ve solicited your 
response to changing Christmas Eve Mass times.

There isn’t a day that we are not affected by the increased 
violence in our midst. This reality continues to remind us of 
our continued work for violence reduction within our East 
Oakland community. We will work with Faith in Action and 
other entities to help with heightening awareness on this on-
going issue in our midst. Please join us on our next Ceasefire 
Walk here at St. Benedict  on this Friday, December 17th at 
6:15 PM.

Thank you to our Liturgical Environment Team, under the 
direction of Betty Kennedy Tapscott, for their hard work in 
transforming our worship space to reflect the liturgical season. 
This is always complicated by various other feasts interspersed 
with the liturgical season and its particular nuances. 

A word of thanks once again to our parish St. Vincent DePaul 
society for the tremendous work they did to prepare for the 
Thanksgiving basket distribution a few weeks ago. They can 
certainly use your help to prepare the Christmas baskets. We 
will let you know when this is happening. Once again, thanks 
to all of the hard work they have done to help feed the hungry 
and needy in our community.

We can sure use your help in decorating the church for 
Christmas. If you can give us a hand, we’re looking at decorating 
after the 11:00 AM Mass on Sunday, the 19th of December. 
Please join us! 

We’re also planning a very low-key Advent reconciliation service 
on Saturday afternoon, December 18th at 3:30 PM. Please join 
us!

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

Scripture scholars sometimes call Luke’s Gospel 
the Gospel of the Holy Spirit because Luke, more 
than the other three Gospel writers, tries to make 
us aware of the action and the power of God’s Spirit 
in the world. The term Holy Spirit appears 13 times 
in Luke, five times in Matthew, four times in Mark, 
and only three times in John (although John uses 

other titles for the Holy Spirit).
 
In this weekend’s Gospel reading from Luke, John the Baptist tells 
the people the Messiah will baptize them in the Holy Spirit and 
in fire. Because fire is one of the most common symbols of God’s 
presence, many of the religions of the world use fire or a light of 
some kind to symbolize that God is in their midst.
 
The reading ends with John the Baptist saying the Messiah will 
clear the threshing floor with the winnowing fan and then gather 
the wheat into his barns. When a farmer harvested wheat in 
biblical times, he separated grain from the hulls by heaping the 
sheaves onto a threshing floor (a hard, flat, elevated area in an 
open field) and then pulverizing and crushing them with an ox 
or donkey pulling a heavy board with sharp stones attached. As 
the board passed over the wheat, the hulls (also known as chaff) 
cracked and the kernels that were inside fell out. The farmer then 
used a winnowing fan (also known as a winnowing fork with tines 
that were very close together) to toss the chaff and the kernels into 
the air. The wind then blew away the light chaff but the heavy 
kernels fell to the ground. The farmer gather these kernels into 
barns and later ground them into flour.
 
Winnowing was a symbol for divine judgment; The useless chaff 
the wind blew away represented wicked people, and the kernels the 
farmer gathered into the barns where those people who remained 
faithful to God. In this weekend’s Gospel John the Baptist tells his 
followers to prepare for the day of judgment by repenting of their 
sins and reforming their lives so they will be worthy to stand in 
the presence of their God.
 
By now we’ve probably spent a great deal of time preparing for the 
holidays. Let’s take about 15 minutes today and perhaps every day 
until Christmas to prepare our hearts and souls for the coming of 
our Messiah, Jesus Christ!

Always remember the three-fold nature of Advent: 1) Prepare for 
the coming of Christ at Christmas; 2) Prepare for the coming 
of Christ at the end of times, the second coming of Christ; 3) 
Prepare for the time when we will encounter Christ when we are 
taken from this world at our death.
 
Don’t let Advent pass us by without taking some concrete steps 
to improve our relationship with the Lord. Pick a quiet time each 
day during which we will spend an extra few minutes in prayer. 
Do this faithfully and notice how it improves our relationship 
with God. 
 
We have various Advent-related literature and hand-outs that are 
available for folks to take home as a guide on your Advent journey 
on the way to the Christmas Season and celebration.

You may have noticed that we started mentioning the names and 
praying for African American Catholics who are currently in the 
process of seeking beautification and canonization within the 
Catholic Church. We pray for the following as they prepare for 
journey towards canonization: Venerable Pierre Toussaint; Servant 
of God Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange; Venerable Henriette 
Delille; Venerable Father Augustus Tolton; Julia Greeley; Sr. Thea 

DECEMBER 12, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

BECOME A PART OF CHRISTMAS TRADITION
Help us create a beautiful environment for the Christmas Season.  
Your gift of Poinsettias may be made in honor of, in memory of a 
loved one, or simply as a gift.  Please drop-off your Poinsettias on 
Saturday, December 18th and on Sunday, December 19th.  Thank 
you.

CHURCH DECORATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS
Volunteers are welcome to help decorate the church for 
Christmas on Sunday, December 19th after the 11:00 AM Mass.

WINE FROM WINE-TASTING FOR SALE
Prices for the Wines from the Wine-Tasting have been slashed 
just in time for the Holiday Season!
Order forms are on top of the piano. Fill them out TODAY to 
have your order available for PICK-UP after each Mass. You can 
also order ONLINE via the link that was sent to your emails. 
Orders must be placed before 5pm on Fridays to receive the order 
that weekend. Otherwise you will have to wait until the following 
weekend. Our Holiday sale ends on Epiphany Sunday, January 
2, 2022.
Contact Leonard Pete for more details:
Text|Call:  (510) 519-1913
Email: StBenedict.PastoralCouncil@Gmail.com

HOLIDAY CONCERT 
The Oakland Symphony’s non-traditional holiday concert, Let 
Us Break Bread Together, is back!  Come celebrate the music 
of Ray Charles and B.B. King with us.  Sunday, December 12, 
2021 – 4pm – Paramount Theater, Oakland.  Tickets: 510-444-
0802  or OAKLANDSYMPHONY.ORG.  Prices start at $25; 
Youth$15  -  Bring you group and save.  There will be a tribute to 
the late Maestro Michael Morgan. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

REMINDER AND PLEA
The rear area of the Church building has been marked  NO 
PARKING  and  KEEP CLEAR.  There are also  NO 
PARKING signs posted on walls in other areas beside the Church 
and near the Parish Center. This is not merely for decoration. 
This is to note that these areas should be kept clear at all times. 
We do not have a parking lot attendant, therefore, we must do 
what is necessary to help the flow of traffic in the parking lot, 
always. The Priest who reside in the rectory absolutely need 
to have access in and out of their home at all times. When we 
are on the grounds for whatever reason, we should also expect 
to have clear access in and out of the lot. It is imperative that 
EMERGENCY VEHICLES be able to have clear access to all 
buildings in case of medical emergencies. Parking to the rear of 
the rectory and hall is designated for “staff only.” Off loading 
and on loading is permitted, however, your vehicle must then be 
moved to an allowed area of the lot. Thank you so much for your 
cooperation. It is truly appreciated.

PLEASE JOIN US 
If you have stood as a visitor to our community before, and 
because you enjoyed being with us you continue to come, 
please, seriously consider registering with St. Benedict as your 
faith community.  We would love to have you as a part of our 
family.  Just fill out the registration form located on the back of 
this bulletin and drop it in the offertory basket.  Thank you.  God 
loves you and so do we.  We look forward to your stewardship 
commitment.

2021 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve Liturgies
Friday, December 24, 2021
6:30 pm – Christmas Eve

Christmas Day Liturgy
Saturday, December 25, 2021

10:00 am
(No 4:30 pm Mass)

New Year’s Day Liturgy
Saturday, January 1, 2022

10:00 am
(No 4:30 pm Mass)

 
MY SAINT BENEDICT FAMILY,
I am asking for volunteers for our St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
distribution on December 21 and 22 from 9am – 11am.  On 
December 21, we need help putting tables together and 
filling bags.  On December 22 is when we distribute bags to 
the community.  Depending on the weather, our community 
members will enter through the gate on 82nd Avenue and exit  
out the gate by the school.  Bags will be placed in their car trunks 
or back seat.  There is no need for them to get out of their cars.  
All volunteers must wear a mask. Any questions, please call 
me at 510-415-1873. Please come and help those who needs 
assistance.
Thank you,
Wallita Sykes Bush
SVDP President

ITS HOLIDAY TIME!
Time for shopping for loved ones as well as yourself.  
Let Avon and the Ladies of St. Peter Claver Court 
336 get you started on your holiday shopping. Please 
support our fundraiser by scanning the QR Code and 
you’re sure to find something for everyone, including 
your pet! Thank you for your continued support! 


