
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: February 27, 2022 $5,656.00
 Online Giving for January $1,845.00
Other Collection "100" Club $10.00 
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPLY

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2022.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, March 6 8:30 am Selimoni Percival - Birthday
   Najib Shabbaz - Birthday
  11:00 am Our Young Adults - 
   Wisdom & Understanding  
 

LECTORS/MINISTERS

March 12/13, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
J. Soublet M. Soublet J. Wilson

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

Bettye Burns
Theresa Butler

Mike Casey
Bobby Coleman
Michael Colwart

Bishop John Cummins

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with us today and we hope 
that you've enjoyed Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can keep in touch with you 
and keep you informed of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can 
fill out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY 
for the St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committe.

SECOND COLLECTION

"100" Club - This Weekend

RIP
Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of

Adelaide Williams
(the mother of Ofelia Wanzo)

Larry Sylvester Cola
(the brother of Dionne Cola)

  Please remember their families in your prayers.



and/or share them with family and friends. These booklets and 
pamphlets are available at the side parking lot entrances to the 
church. Deacon Ron will be presiding at our weekly Friday noon 
Stations of the Cross throughout our Lenten Season, to provide 
that traditional Lenten liturgical practice during this annual time 
of reflection. Leonard Pete, with the “Burying of the Alleluia”, 
revitalized an ancient tradition leading up to Ash Wednesday and 
the observance of Lent; the Alleluia will be “resurrected” at the 
Easter Vigil, with the singing of the Alleluia!

Thank you to all those who planned and attended last week 
Saturday’s Mardi Gras festivities here at St. Benedict! What a 
wonderful and joyous celebration! As always, I am deeply and 
profoundly grateful to Leonard Pete and his crew (or should I 
say “crewe”) for their hard work and dedication in putting our 
celebration together. I know that with the lingering effects of 
the pandemic, there was a need to maintain precautions, such as 
masking, social distancing and an outdoor venue. As far as I could 
tell, a fantastic time was had by all!

I am grateful to Dionne Cola for her work in ensuring the success 
of this year’s Black History Month here at St. Benedict. From 
our Martin Luther King Celebration to our celebration of Black 

History Month, we have been blessed 
and inspired by powerful, faith-filled 
preaching and tremendous witnessing on 
the part of our speaker. Beginning with 
our Martin Luther King Celebration to 
the end of February, we were blessed to 
have the following speakers: Leonard 

Pete, Romel Lucas, Dorgan McDade, Fr. Ken Hamilton, Sr. Eva 
Marie Lumas, Dionne Cola, and Pastor Jacqueline Thompson. 
Abundant blessings and much gratitude to all of them for enriching 
us these past few weeks.

Adelaide Williams, dear mother of our own Ofelia Wanzo, passed 
away last week at the age of 102. Adelaide was a powerful witness of 
faith and fortitude, a longtime parishioner and prayerful presence. 
We surround Adelaide’s family with our love and prayerful support 
at this difficult time. We’ll keep you informed about her upcoming 
services. We also mourn the death of Dionne Cola’s brother, Larry 
Sylvester Cola. She and her daughter Ariana are back in Louisiana 
for the services. May Adelaide and Larry Rest In Peace.

The Diocese of Oakland’s Mission Alignment Process (MAP) 
is deeply involved in evaluating the data from all of parishes in 
the diocese, and we are in the process of amalgamating the data, 
with recommendations forthcoming by the middle of March. As 
a member of the MAP Commission, I’ve been at a number of 
all-day meetings to look at possible parish configurations. We on 
the MAP Commission have formally concluded our work - we 
will now submit our recommendations to Bishop Barber, who will 
then inform the priests of the Diocese of Oakland on Thursday, 
March 17th at St. Isidore Parish in Danville. It then gets much 
more complicated. Please keep us in your prayers as we seek to do 
God’s will and the right thing.

We continue to ask that all those attending Mass here at St. 
Benedict adhere to masking and social distancing requirements. 
We will continue to discourage folks from gathering after 
Mass, so the presider will normally exit directly to the sacristy 
immediately following the conclusion of Mass. Thank you again 
for understanding these continued health protocols.

Modern Christians usually have no trouble 
acknowledging that Jesus is God, but they find that 
accepting his humanity much more difficult. Hebrews 
4:15 tells us that we have a high priest (Jesus) who 
knows what it is to be weak because he, like us, 
experienced temptation. This means that at one 
time or another Jesus must have been tempted to lie, 

to cheat and/or to steal. As a man, he could have very well been 
attracted to someone. These are all natural experiences that humans, 
including Jesus, have encountered since the beginning of time. The 
only difference is that Jesus never sinned.

Today’s Gospel reading tells us about Jesus’ struggle with temptation, 
a story that contains thirteen verses in Luke’s Gospel but only two in 
Mark’s Gospel. It seems that Luke fills in many of the details while 
Mark is satisfied with simply saying the devil tempted Jesus. Being 
much more colorful, Luke’s account is the one we’re most familiar 
with.

In the first two of the three temptations, the devil temps a hungry 
Jesus to turn stone into bread (a symbol of this world’s goods) and he 
then promises more power and authority if Jesus would only worship 
him. It would have been easy for Jesus to use his divine powers to 
fulfill his own desires but he didn’t. Instead, 
throughout the Gospels, we find him using 
his abilities to serve the poor and needy.

In the third temptation, the devil takes Jesus 
to the parapet of the Temple and challenges 
him to jump. A stairway inside the Temple 
led to the roof where a seven foot wall (the parapet) ran along the 
roof ’s edge. Some biblical scholars think the bricks of the top layer 
of this wall were pyramid-shaped with sharp spikes sticking out of 
them to prevent birds of prey (attracted by the small of slaughtered 
animals that the priests offered inside to God) from perching there 
and soiling the Temple wall with their droppings.

The story concludes with the devil leaving Jesus until he finds 
another opportunity to tempt him, indicating Jesus had to struggle 
with more temptations throughout his life. Temptation was just as 
much a part of Jesus’ life as it is a part of ours.

All three times when the devil tempted him, Jesus responded by 
quoting Scripture. What are we doing to become more familiar with 
Scripture so would be able to fight temptation with God’s Word, as 
Jesus did? Are you going to Deacon Ron’s bible study on Wednesday 
evenings?

Lent, the church’s annual retreat for the liturgical year, began this week 
with Ash Wednesday. Lent prepares us for the events of Holy Week, 
in which we commemorate the passion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus through our Sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil) and the subsequent Easter Sunday celebration and the 
Easter Season. Lent is the time where we focus our spiritual journey 
on the three traditional practices of the season: prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. Our hope is that by the end of the Lenten Season, our 
particular spiritual practices during Lent will have drawn us closer 
to Christ and his will for us, not just during the Lenten and Easter 
Seasons, but throughout the rest of the year as well.

Thanks to Dionne Cola, Deacon Ron Tutson and Leonard Pete, we 
have some ways that our parish family can grow during this Lenten 
Season. Dionne made sure that there are resources that you can use 

MARCH 6, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

the world.  We encourage you to be a part of this Lenten journey 
at home with your family and love ones.  The CRS Rice Bowl are 
available at the back and at both side entrances of the church.  
We will collect your CRS Rice Bowl on the weekend of Palm 
Sunday. Thank you for participating in CRS Rice Bowl with your 
family. 

NEXT CEASEFIRE WALK
scheduled from St. Benedict will be on March 18th at 6pm.  We 
would love to have you join us to walk or simply sit and pray 
while we walk.  Hope to see you there.

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
Thank you to the Pastoral Council Chair, David Krashna, for 
hosting a reception for the past members and new members of 
the Council.  It was held prior to the start of the last meeting on 
February 3rd.  This allowed past members a chance to converse 
with new members and do some mentoring.  Lots of information 
on ongoing projects was discussed in the meeting which began to 
prepare the council for this year’s tasks.  One focal point among 
many will be, evangelizing in an effort to refill the pews of the 
Church, specifically targeting young adults and youth.  This is 
a problem that all Churches are facing at this time.  If you have 
some new, innovative, workable ideas that you wish to pass on 
and engage in promoting and developing, please contact any 
member of the Pastoral Council and provide the information. 
TOGETHER WE CAN!!
  
REMINDER!  
As you have noticed, St. Benedict has reinstated the use of pew 
markings in order to meet required distancing.  We respectfully ask 
that everyone adhere to the signage displayed.  Please DO NOT 
remove the tape from the pews to sit in those marked to be left 
unoccupied.  Everyone wants to remain safe, please respect that. 
If you think that there is no seating available, contact someone 
for assistance.  In other areas where we rely on each of you to 
protect yourselves and the Church Family, i.e. sanitizing, wearing 
masks, bringing up offerings, distancing during communion, we 
ask you again, PLEASE, be conscientious and cautious about 
this.  We love you all and want to keep everyone safe, and our 
Church doors open. Thank you.

CLASSIFIED:
2 Bedroom Apartment for Rent - 1923 85th Ave
2 bedroom 1 bath lower unit of a Fourplex
Rent $1900.00
 • Original Hardwood floors – new flooring kitchen and   
  bathroom
 • Gas stove
 • Refrigerator with a bottom draw freezer
 • Off street parking-garage with a storage room
 • Kitchen has a breakfast nook for dining
 • Large shared backyard
Owner does live on the property.  Call 510-860-2449

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
We will gather to walk and pray the Stations of the Cross every 
Friday during Lent in the church at 12 noon.  All parishioners 
are welcome.

LENTEN FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of universal 
fast and abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who have 
completed their 18th year until the beginning of their 60th year. 
Fasting allows a person to eat one full meal. Two smaller meals 
may be taken, not to equal one full meal. Abstinence (from 
meat) is obligatory for all who have completed their 14th year 
of age. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until 
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to prepare 
to share more fully and celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of abstinence (from meat) for 
all who have completed their 14th year. As always, anyone for 
whom fasting or abstinence would pose a health risk is excused.

I’ll be in Las Vegas from Sunday afternoon to Wednesday evening 
- International Conference of Police Chaplains Regional Training 
Seminar - work related to my ministry with law enforcement. 
No worries - I don’t drink, smoke, gamble, etc. I’m really a pretty 
boring guy. Just there to learn, study and read. Maybe I’ll look for 
a good buffet!

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

Holy Week ScHeduleHoly Week ScHedule

Holy Thursday – April 14th at 6:30 pm
Lent ends with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 

Thursday.  Lent has six Sundays.  The sixth is Passion of Palm 
Sunday and marks the beginning of Holy Week.

Good Friday, April 15th at 1:00 pm
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 16th at 8:00 pm
The Vigil of Easter

Easter Sunday, April 17th at 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Easter Sunday Masses

Easter Monday, April 18th at 8:00 am Mass

RICE BOWL
Our parish will participate in Catholic Relief Service’ Lenten 
Program, Operations Rice Bowl, as part of our Lenten 
Observance.  Throughout Lent, operation Rice Bowl will help us 
pray, fast, learn and give in solidarity with those in need around 


