
MASS INTENTIONS

CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: Ash Wednesday $555.00
Other Collection Ukraine $626.00
 
Collection: March 6, 2022 $4,859.00
Other Collection "100" Club $558.00
 Saint Vincent de Paul $82.00
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland
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Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. David Krashna 
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Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
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Mr. Ron Tutson 
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Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Paul Vassar 
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Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2022.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, March 13 8:30 am Therilon Neil Kanoyton†
  11:00 am Fr. Jim Goode - For Healing
Saturday, March 19 4:30 pm Rhodora Ricardo†   
 LECTORS/MINISTERS

March 19/20, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
L. Brown-Parker L. Robertson D. Blake

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

Bettye Burns
Theresa Butler

Mike Casey
Bobby Coleman
Michael Colwart

Bishop John Cummins

REQUEST FOR PR AYERS WILL BE L ISTED IN THE BULLETIN 
FOR ONE MONTH AND E X TENDED UPON REQUEST.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with us today and we hope 
that you've enjoyed Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can keep in touch with you 
and keep you informed of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can 
fill out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY 
for the St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committe.

SECOND COLLECTION

Bishop's Overseas Appeal  - Next Weekend

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays 
before 4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the 
parish office at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  
Thank you.



and resurrection of Jesus through our Sacred Triduum (Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil) and the subsequent 
Easter Sunday celebration and the Easter Season. Lent is the time 
where we focus our spiritual journey on the three traditional 
practices of the season: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Our 
hope is that by the end of the Lenten Season, our particular 
spiritual practices during Lent will have drawn us closer to 
Christ and his will for us, not just during the Lenten and Easter 
Seasons, but throughout the rest of the year as well.

As we’ve done over the past few years, we will be washing the 
feet at this year’s Holy Thursday liturgy. The liturgical rites 

for that evening’s celebration dictates 
the washing of feet, not hands. I know 
that the washing of hands had been the 
tradition here at St. Benedict. Remember, 
according to Passion Narratives found 
in the Scriptures detailing the events 

leading to Jesus’ death, Christ washed the feet of his apostles 
as a sign of servant leadership while Pontius Pilate washed his 
hands and wanted nothing to do with Our Lord.

Adelaide Williams, dear mother of our own Ofelia Wanzo, 
passed away last week at the age of 102. Adelaide was a 
powerful witness of faith and fortitude, a longtime parishioner 
and prayerful presence. We surround Adelaide’s family with 
our love and prayerful support at this difficult time. Adelaide’s 
funeral will be here at St. Benedict this Monday, with viewing 
at 9:30 AM and the Mass beginning at 11:00 AM. Father Ken 
Hamilton and I will be presiding. We also mourn the death 
of Dionne Cola’s brother, Larry Sylvester Cola. She and her 
daughter Ariana are back in Louisiana for the services. May 
Adelaide and Larry Rest In Peace. We also mourn the passing 
of former parishioners Freddie Bobbitt (retired Fremont Police 
Captain) and Chauncey Bailey - a street in Oakland and a 
statue was dedicated in Chauncey’s memory last Saturday.

The Diocese of Oakland’s Mission Alignment Process (MAP) 
is deeply involved in evaluating the data from all of parishes in 
the diocese, and we are in the process of amalgamating the data, 
with recommendations forthcoming by the middle of March. 
As a member of the MAP Commission, I’ve been at a number 
of all-day meetings to look at possible parish configurations. We 
on the MAP Commission have formally concluded our work - 
we will now submit our recommendations to Bishop Barber, 
who will then inform the priests of the Diocese of Oakland on 
Thursday, March 17th at St. Isidore Parish in Danville. It then 
gets much more complicated. Please keep us in your prayers as 
we seek to do God’s will and the right thing.

We continue to ask that all those attending Mass here at St. 
Benedict adhere to masking and social distancing requirements. 
We will continue to discourage folks from gathering after 
Mass, so the presider will normally exit directly to the sacristy 
immediately following the conclusion of Mass. Thank you 
again for understanding these continued health protocols.

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

Jesus is at the top of a mountain, deep in prayer, 
when he changes in appearance. His clothes become 
dazzling white and Moses and Elijah suddenly 
appear and converse with him. Half asleep, Peter 
offers to erect three booths (tents), one for each 
of the distinguished visitors and Jesus. Without 
warning, a cloud envelopes them and a voice comes 

from it. The vision quickly ends and Jesus and the three disciples 
are alone again.

This Gospel story is rich with symbolism. Some Jews believed the 
righteous would wear white clothing in God’s reign and would 
live in tents because the Jews lived 
in tents when God led them out of 
Egypt, through the desert, and into 
the Promised Land. All this symbolism 
makes it pretty likely that Peter thought 
he was in the kingdom of God.

The strangest feature of today’s Gospel reading is the appearance of 
Moses and Elijah, two important Old Testament figures who had 
been dead for hundreds of years. Moses represents the laws God 
gave him on Mount Sinai, laws the Jews believed were a guideline 
to holiness. Some Jews believed following the laws was a sure way 
to please God and to reserve for oneself a spot in his reign. Elijah, 
on the other hand, was one of the greatest prophets in the history 
of the Jewish people. Many Jews believed he would return to the 
earth to prepare the way for the Messiah, God’s chosen one who 
would usher in God’s kingdom on earth.

Since the Jewish people called their Scripture (what Christians call 
the Old Testament) “the Law and the Prophets,” we can assume 
that’s what Moses and Elijah represent when they appear together 
in today’s Gospel. We can interpret their presence with Jesus to 
mean that just as God once worked to save the Jewish people from 
their physical enemies in the days of the Old Testament, God is 
now working through the son, Jesus, to save the world from its 
spiritual enemy, the devil.

All this symbolism points to Jesus being the Messiah, a conclusion 
the voice from the cloud supports when it identifies Jesus as the 
chosen one (another way of referring to the Messiah). The Old 
Testament sometime uses a cloud as a symbol of God’s presence 
(see Exodus 13:21, Exodus 16:10, and 1 Kings 8:10-11). So the 
voice must belong to God.

So we’ll miss the point of today’s Gospel if we focus only on the 
change in Jesus’ appearance. What’s more important is that God 
used this occasion to confirm Jesus’ mission as the Messiah, the 
person he chose to establish his reign on earth.

Just as Jesus was at prayer when all of this happened, prayer can 
also transfigure our lives. Identify an area in our life that needs 
change and ask God to transform us into a new person, pleasing 
to God in every way.

Lent, the church’s annual retreat for the liturgical year, began 
this week with Ash Wednesday. Lent prepares us for the events 
of Holy Week, in which we commemorate the passion, death 

MARCH 13, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

NEXT CEASEFIRE WALK
Please join us on our ceasefire walk next Friday, March 18th at 
6pm. Meet us in the Church where we prepare, pray, and head 
out to encourage and show some love in the community. Join us 
on the walk or simply sit and pray as we walk. This is our Church 
community. Hope to see you there.

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
Thank you to the Pastoral Council Chair, David Krashna, for 
hosting a reception for the past members and new members of 
the Council.  It was held prior to the start of the last meeting on 
February 3rd.  This allowed past members a chance to converse 
with new members and do some mentoring.  Lots of information 
on ongoing projects was discussed in the meeting which began to 
prepare the council for this year’s tasks.  One focal point among 
many will be, evangelizing in an effort to refill the pews of the 
Church, specifically targeting young adults and youth.  This is 
a problem that all Churches are facing at this time.  If you have 
some new, innovative, workable ideas that you wish to pass on 
and engage in promoting and developing, please contact any 
member of the Pastoral Council and provide the information. 
TOGETHER WE CAN!!
  
STAY TUNED
Guess what Church Fam!!! Heard talk that the Wellness Crew 
might make a comeback. Don’t know the whole story yet, but, 
like it says, stay tuned and be ready.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH ANNUAL FISH FRY
Friday, March 18, 2022 at Father Howard Community Center, 
1640 10th St.., Oakland.  Pre orders for pick up available 11:30 
a.m.- 8:30 p.m.  Dinner includes: Cat fish or Tilapia fish, Potato 
Salad * Green Beans * Bread * Dessert.  To pre-order call 510-
444-1081 (9:30am – 12:30pm daily). Mary Loggins: 510-532-
5003 or Mary Washington 510-332-9914.  Music and Dancing. 
$20.00 Adults, $12.00 Children (under 10).

2022 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Knights of Peter Claver Council #336 and

The Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary Court #336 
will award a $2000 scholarship to a young man and a young 
woman of color attending a Catholic High School in Alameda 
County.  For applications/information contact Leonard Pete 
510-917-2390 or Mallory Trevigne 510-3894-6540.  

REMINDER!  
As you have noticed, St. Benedict has reinstated the use of pew 
markings in order to meet required distancing.  We respectfully ask 
that everyone adhere to the signage displayed.  Please DO NOT 
remove the tape from the pews to sit in those marked to be left 
unoccupied.  Everyone wants to remain safe, please respect that. 
If you think that there is no seating available, contact someone 
for assistance.  In other areas where we rely on each of you to 
protect yourselves and the Church Family, i.e. sanitizing, wearing 
masks, bringing up offerings, distancing during communion, we 
ask you again, PLEASE, be conscientious and cautious about 
this.  We love you all and want to keep everyone safe, and our 
Church doors open. Thank you.

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

As we continue on our Lenten journey, let us be reminded 
that we are strengthening our walk with Jesus. Our sacrifices, 
practices of penance, prayer, and almsgiving should improve 
daily, and may our hearts fill with love as we get to know Jesus 
better and make Him better known through this journey.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
We will gather to walk and pray the Stations of the Cross every 
Friday during Lent in the church at 12 noon.  All parishioners 
are welcome.

LENTEN FASTING AND ABSTINENCE
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of universal 
fast and abstinence. Fasting is obligatory for all who have 
completed their 18th year until the beginning of their 60th year. 
Fasting allows a person to eat one full meal. Two smaller meals 
may be taken, not to equal one full meal. Abstinence (from 
meat) is obligatory for all who have completed their 14th year 
of age. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until 
the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to prepare 
to share more fully and celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
Fridays in Lent are obligatory days of abstinence (from meat) for 
all who have completed their 14th year. As always, anyone for 
whom fasting or abstinence would pose a health risk is excused.

Holy Week ScHeduleHoly Week ScHedule

Holy Thursday – April 14th at 6:30 pm
Lent ends with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy 

Thursday.  Lent has six Sundays.  The sixth is Passion of Palm 
Sunday and marks the beginning of Holy Week.

Good Friday, April 15th at 1:00 pm
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 16th at 8:00 pm
The Vigil of Easter

Easter Sunday, April 17th at 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Easter Sunday Masses

Easter Monday, April 18th at 8:00 am Mass

RICE BOWL
Our parish will participate in Catholic Relief Service’ Lenten 
Program, Operations Rice Bowl, as part of our Lenten 
Observance.  Throughout Lent, operation Rice Bowl will help us 
pray, fast, learn and give in solidarity with those in need around 
the world.  We encourage you to be a part of this Lenten journey 
at home with your family and love ones.  The CRS Rice Bowl 
are available at the back and at both side entrances of the church.  
We will collect your CRS Rice Bowl on the weekend of Palm 
Sunday. Thank you for participating in CRS Rice Bowl with 
your family. 


