
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: May 15, 2022 $4,371.00
Other Collection: "100" Club $10.00
 Catholic Charitiesl $1,343.00

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2022.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, May 22 8:30 am Carla Cola - Healing
  11:00 am Bll Stewart†
Saturday, May 28 4:30 pm Paul Santi†
   

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with us today and we hope that 
you've enjoyed Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can keep in touch with you 
and keep you informed of any upcoming events or information about St. 
Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill out 
this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

SECOND COLLECTION

St. Vincent de Paul - This Weekend
Catholic Communications - Next Weekend

LECTORS/MINISTERS

May 28/29, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
J. Garibaldi L. Robertson L. Dixon

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN FOR 
ONE MONTH AND EXTENDED UPON REQUEST.

IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN 
LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE 
TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.

Bettye Burns
Theresa Butler

Mike Casey
Bobbie Coleman

Marquise Colward

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Michael Colwart
Bishop John Cummins

Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley

Frances Porter

Rick Santi
Heidi Schmitt

Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams



Two people who love each other naturally want to make each other happy. A husband who knows his wife likes freshly cut 
flowers will occasionally surprise her with a dozen red roses. If he knows she gets furious when he watches football games all 
weekend, he tries to limit his time sitting in front of the TV so he can spend more time with her. She, for her part, will try not 
to wake him on a Saturday morning because she knows he likes to sleep in.

As if in a married relationship with God, we are invited to base that relationship on love. Just as a husband and wife 
communicate their likes and dislikes to each other, we communicate our likes and dislikes to God, and God communicates 

likes and dislikes to us.

In today's Gospel, Jesus says that if we love him we will be true to his word, and that the person who does not love him will not keep his 
word. In this passage, Jesus tells us how to show our love for him, revealing what pleases and displeases him. The key to this passage is in 
understanding what it means to be true to Jesus' word.

When we take a good look at what Jesus said and did, we find a single motivation behind every one of his words and actions. Loving all 
people, even those who are not lovable, is at the heart of Jesus' life and message. So we should understand being true to Jesus' word to mean 
that we ought to heed his call to love others as Jesus loves them. That sounds simple but in reality it's not always easy.

Knowing that loving others may sometimes be difficult, Jesus promises in today's Gospel to send us a Paraclete, the Holy Spirit. A Paraclete 
is someone who stands beside someone else. When we have to do something difficult or scary, it helps to have someone at our side with whom 
we can share our fears and anxieties, someone who will encourage us and give us support. Jesus sends us his Spirit because peer pressures and 
fears about what others will think about us may make it difficult for us to be the loving persons Jesus wants us to be. The Holy Spirit helps 
us to love when love is not easy.

Think of one person in our life that we find difficult to love. Pray this week that the Holy Spirit will help change our attitude about this 
person. Ask the Holy Spirit to help us love even those who are not lovable.

Next weekend we commemorate Memorial Day and remember those who gave their lives in service to our country. Many see this weekend 
as the unofficial beginning of summer, and that’s what our commercial enterprises seem to focus on, but as we know, the true meaning of 
the Memorial Day weekend is solemn reverence and deep gratitude to those who perished in defense of our country. There are members of 
this parish who have lost sons in battle, whether in the Middle East or in Vietnam, while others lost relatives in previous conflicts. May our 
beloved dead NEVER be forgotten in their service to the country.

Like many of you, I was saddened, shocked and angry over last weekend’s Mass killing in Buffalo. NY. I was even more upset to discover that 
the shooter had a history of anti-black sentiments, displayed throughout his social media accounts, and that there was concerns over previous 
action, some of which drew the attention of law enforcement and other entities. There was a sense that he subscribed to the “replacement 
theory” that viewed minorities as seeking to replace the dominant race. It seems as if we can’t get a break! As some in the dominant race 
continue to believe that racism is a thing of the past, we know how much of a fallacy that is. We continue to fight for racial justice and 
equality, in all aspects of society, particularly within our institutions.

I hope that some of you were able to see the Father Augustus Tolton performances over this past week. Some of us attended the presentation 
at All Saints in Hayward, and we were impressed and moved by the powerful performance by Jim Coleman, who portrayed Fr. Tolton in 
“Tolton: From Slave to Priest”. 

As I mentioned last week, I’m reading a couple of newly-published books on African American Catholicism in the United States. “Subversive 
Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long African American Freedom Struggle” by Shannen Dee Williams is a scholarly and comprehensive 
work of black sisters and nuns in our country, and the first thorough publication on this important subject. The other book is “Undoing The 
Knots: Five Generations of American Catholic Anti-Blackness” by Maureen O’Connell. Both are definitely worth reading, although I find 
Williams’ book to be the more compelling.

St. Benedict continues to be engaged in the Diocesan MAP Process, seeking to find ways in which our parishes can work together in light of 
declining Mass attendance, scare financial resources, and lack of priests.

A set of meetings have been scheduled to begin the process of reviewing data - the first meeting was on Tuesday, May 3rd, and it will involved 
the parishes in Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda (Region 1). Representing St. Benedict in this first round was: Dionne Cola, Leonard Pete, 
Judge David Krashna, Sherril Gressel and Julie Hadnot. The second meeting will be this Tuesday, May 24, and it will involve our East 
Oakland deanery. We will be additionally represented by: Chiquita Tuttle, Jules Garibaldi, Janet Hall, Judy Grant, Arianna Catherine. We 
will be reviewing information and data gathered to help determine the nature of our working relationship with other parishes in our East 
Oakland deanery. Deacon Ron Tutson and I will also be representing St. Benedict as parish clergy.

MAY 22, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

i

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

Words of reflection for this Week

Read 1 Corinthians 13.
Within those Scriptures, we are told what love is in 16 different 

ways.  What does love mean to you?  How wonderful life becomes 
when we really try to love as Jesus does?

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
One of the Pastoral Council’s adopted goals is the enhancement 
of our usher program. As with all three of our goals, the usher 
enhancement goal will be discussed further during our Saturday 
afternoon, June 25 meeting. In the meantime, we would like 
to obtain your input as a St. Benedict parishioner. We know 
the traditional roles of a church usher: greet people as they 
enter the church, hand out the church bulletin, seat folks if 
they wish to be seated by an usher, manage the tithe collection 
process. One question has arisen: Should our ushers be trained 
to provide security during our church services? Please share your 
thoughts on the role of our ushers by contacting PC Chair/
Facilitator David Krashna at saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.

STAY TUNED
Church family, stay tuned for, “Let’s Talk,” “Spiritual 
Conversations of Our Faith.”  These faith formation sessions will 
be open to all interested parties.  The date and time for these 
sessions is still pending.

WE ARE BACK!!
As promised, the Wellness sessions have returned. Thank you to 
those faithful ones who turned out for the first session. Everyone 
was loving being back. Please join us if you would like to shake 
off the COVID blues and improve your overall wellness; mind, 
body, and spirit. Reminder: mask, proof of vaccination, and at 
least 1 booster required. Hope to see you soon.

KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF ST. PETER CLAVER 
COUNCIL AND COURT #336 PRESENTS

...SIP and PAINT.
Sunday, June 5, 2022 immediately following the 11am Mass. 
This is a Fundraiser for our Scholarship Programs. Donation is 
$35.  That includes all painting materials, complimentary food 
and beverage.  Additional food and beverages will be available for 
purchase. Deadline to RSVP is Friday, May 27, 2022.  To RSVP, 
see Vice Grand Lady Tara Sykes or Lady Madonna Billups.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, July 10, 2022 is our Annual Sunday Funday Picnic 
at San Leandro Marina Shoreline Park (Seagull Site). More 
information to come next month. 

GET YOUR NEW ST. BENEDICT APPAREL
just in time for the Picnic. Deadline to place your orders and 
turn in money is Sunday, June 5, 2022.  For more details such as 
Ways to Pay, Order Forms, Pricing, Shirt Styles, Pictures of how 
the Shirts will look, please see Leonard or Dorgan at the Piano.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
needs Volunteers for our monthly Food Distribution for 
our neighbors in need. We need help Wednesday, 25, from 
9-11am to prepare food bags and distribute to our neighbors. 
All Volunteers should wear a mask throughout the interaction 
with our neighbors. If you know of anyone who might be food 
insecure, please have them call St. Benedict-St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference Hotline, 510-632-2063. 
We are in need of paper or plastic bags.
Thank you, St. Benedict Family,
Blessings,
Wallita Sykes-Bush, President
SVdP-St. Benedict Conference 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
National Night Out (NNO) on August 2, 2022 is fast 
approaching. Anyone interest in serving on the NNO committee 
please contact Linda Palmeri at (510) 329-2828 or lpalmeri@
att.net so we can start the planning process. We have hosted this 
event for many years and it has been successful because of our 
volunteers. Come get involved and help plan this special event 
of bringing our church community together with our neighbors.

EMPLOYMENT
Are you an experienced childcare professional in need of work? 
Are you looking for part time or full time employment? A Day 
Care facility is in need of your services. The job entails caring for 
children 2 to 5 years. Contact Miss Cola if interested. You must 
be able to provide proof of your experience. 510 387-7498
 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

I hope that you’re following the NBA Western Conference Finals 
between the Golden State Warriors and the Dallas Mavericks. 
Dallas is coached by Jason Kidd, who has deep connections to this 
part of Oakland. Many of you knew him as a child, and his mother 
Anne is a member of our parish. Best of luck to Jason and grateful 
for all his successes! 

I am writing this from the Oakland airport, on my way to Honolulu 
for the day to preside at the funeral for an uncle. Back to the Bay 
Area on a red-eye the same day. I know that Leonard Pete is in 
Hawai’i as well - too bad we’ll miss each other. Would have enjoyed 
playing tour guide, since this was his first trip to the Islands, and 
my…..well, at least since 1965…

God bless,
Fr. Jayson


