
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: July 3, 2022 $3,460.00
Other Collection: Saint Vincent de Paul $15.00
 "100" Club $502.00
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
If you would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 

family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, July 10 10:00 am Sharine Sanders - 
   Healing & Emotional Peace
Saturday, July 16 4:30 pm Sione Lotoaniu† 
   

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  
Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with 
us today and we hope that you've enjoyed 
Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can 
keep in touch with you and keep you informed 
of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill 
out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN FOR 
ONE MONTH AND EXTENDED UPON REQUEST.

IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN 
LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE 
TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.

Stella Brown
Bettye Burns

Theresa Butler
Mike Casey

Bobbie Colemon
Marquise Colwart

Bishop John Cummins

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, ESPECIALLY
Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley

Frances Porter
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams

SPECIAL COLLECTION - MISSION COOPERATIVE – 
AUGUST 13/14, 2022
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, the diocese of Sivagangai, 
India profoundly thanks and appreciates every one, for your great 
generosity and large support in the Mission cooperative program. 
This year Mission Appeal will benefit the primary and higher 
education of the poor students and in particular the orphans 
and destitute children of this diocese in India. Your support will 
definitely make a big difference, in taking care of their orphanages 
as they reopen all the institutions after heavily affected by Covid-19. 
They are looking for help to finance the setting up of infra-structure, 
and the operation of the schools and orphanages. They would like 
to make an appeal to your kindness and ask your generous financial 
support to educate the illiterate, to feed the hungry, to heal the sick 
and to proclaim the Gospel. We appreciate your generosity; let us 
join hands to support this noble mission.

LECTORS/MINISTERS

July 16/17, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
J. Soublet M. Trevigne S. Gressel

Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of
Ivory Mae Brown

(aunt of Janice Moore)
Please remember her family in your prayers.



Samaritans were descendants of Jews who married 
Assyrian immigrants after the Assyrian army captured the 
northern half of the Jewish nation in 722 BCE. Because 
the Samaritans were descendants of traitors, the rest of the 
Jews had nothing to do with them and did not allow them 
to offer sacrifices in the Temple in Jerusalem. So strong 
were Jewish feelings towards the Samaritans that Jews 

who wanted to level the ultimate insult upon someone called that person 
a Samaritan.

In the parable today's Gospel reading, a man is on his way from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, a dangerous journey because thieves often waited along this 
road to ambush anyone who came by. As can be expected, robbers beat and 
robbed the man and then left him to die. Because this man was coming 
from the city where the Jewish Temple was located, we can conclude that 
he was probably Jewish.

The first man who comes upon the victim is a priest, a descendent of Aaron 
(the brother of Moses) whose duty it was to offer sacrifices in the Temple. 
Because there were so many priests, they drew lots to see who would function 
in this highly respectable (and sometimes lucrative) role. This priest may 
have been returning from Jerusalem after completing his term of service of 
the Temple.

The second man is from the tribe of Levi. Levites were attendants in 
the Temple and were responsible for cleaning up, filling lamps with oil, 
assisting the priests, and doing general maintenance work.

The priest and the Levite, both Jews, did not help the man because they 
were afraid of becoming ritually unclean if the victim was actually dead. 
According to Jewish law, anyone who touched the corpse was unclean 
for seven days and could not take part in the Temple services until they 
performed an elaborate purification ritual and sacrificed an animal to 
God. The priest and the Levite did not want to risk having to go through 
all this trouble and expense.

Finally, a despised Samaritan comes along and has compassion on the 
victim, dressing his wounds and making sure someone takes care of him. 
This Samaritan was more of a neighbor to the man than the priest and 
Levite because he went beyond laws and put aside past prejudices when a 
fellow human needed him. That's what loving one's neighbor is all about.

At one time or another, most of us have not gotten involved because, like 
the priest and the Levite, we've said someone else will do it. Pray that 
we'll become more like the Samaritan and always respond with compassion 
regardless of who needs us.

This past Friday, July 8th, 2022, Bishop Michael Barber formally 
announced that I will become the new Pastor of Divine Mercy Parish here 
in Oakland. Divine Mercy is the parish formed through the combining of 
St. Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal parishes, something that was done 
in September 2018. Although they are combined administratively,  St. 
Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal maintain separate worship sites, and 
they also have liturgies in Spanish and Vietnamese, along with English 
Masses.

I will remain as Pastor of St. Benedict parish, so you won’t have to get used 
to a new pastor. I’m not sure how this is all going to work out, having to 
split my time among three worship sites. 

Father Vince Cotter and Father Paul Vassar will be taking the weekend 
Masses at St. Benedict for the next two months, so that I can get a sense 
of what’s going on at Divine Mercy. They have Sunday Masses at the 
St. Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal locations, with confessions before 
each Mass. They also have weekday Morning Masses and a Wednesday 
evening Mass as well, along with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Adoration.

JULY 10, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIFTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will not 
be available until further notice.

Reflections foR this Week

“In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis, referring to the parable we heard in 
the Gospel reading this weekend, describes people passing by the injured 
man as “symptoms of an unhealthy society. A society that seeks prosperity 

but turns its back on suffering.” As missionary disciples, we are called 
to rebuild community by facing our discomforts. We need to get off our 
donkeys as the Samaritan did, go to those on the margins, see them, see 

their wounds, walk with them, and help them bind those wounds.”
Can you recall a time when you found an excuse to ignore someone in 

need and regretted it later? Reflect on that moment.
Could/would you handle it differently now? Why? Why not?

Who is your neighbor?

COME AND SEE!
What am I seeking?   What Drives my Life?  What is my Identity 
made of?  What matters most to me?  What am I doing with my life?  
What is my living purpose?  Come and See!
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.” [Jerimiah 29:13]
Begin your RCIA Journey with us this coming Fall.  The Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults Introductory meeting will be 
on Sunday, August 28, 2022 at 9:40am in Fr. Jay Matthews Hall.
Requirements to participate:  Registered member of St Benedict 
parish; Proof of COVID vaccination; To defray the cost of the text 
materials, there is a goodwill donation of $20; Student text: “Open 
Wide the Doors to Christ”.  This is open to ALL Parishioners 18yrs 
and above, baptized or not.
Join us on this journey in faith.
For more information, please contact Beverly Ervin at (510) 717-
1346 or by Email: teach1018@icloud.com 

MENTORS NEEDED
Youth Spirit Artworks is starting a mentorship program for 
participants, some of whom are residents at the newly opened 
Tiny House Empowerment Village in Oakland.  Many mentees 
need someone to talk with; others need more support because of 
past trauma, homelessness, or other challenges.  Mentors are people 
who can be a caring, consistent presence in the life of a young adult. 
They are supportive and loving and believe in the innate goodness 
and unlimited potential of the people they mentor.  Mentors are 

I’ll move some of my things up to Divine Mercy (St. Lawrence O’Toole 
site), and leave most of my belongings here at St. Benedict.

I have already informed the Oakland A’s that I am no longer able to 
assist them on Sunday mornings. David Rinetti, the A’s Vice President 
for Operations, is a product of St. Pascal parish and school, so he was 
sympathetic and understanding of my need to cease working with the 
A’s.

I will make the formal announcement at the 4:30 PM Saturday 
afternoon Mass and at the Parish Picnic Mass on Sunday at the San 
Leandro Marina park.

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of St. Benedict with a wonderful 
parish picnic and a combined 10:00 AM Sunday liturgy at the San 
Leandro Marina. This weekend provides us the opportunity to recognize 
the unique and special nature of our St. Benedict family. We connected 
and bonded with each other and are reminded of how our stories and 
experiences as a faith community have transcended over the years, as 
well as how we continue to welcome newcomers from the neighborhood 
and beyond, even in the midst of decreased attendance since the 
pandemic (and we aren’t alone). As one of only two predominantly 
African American Catholic parishes in the East Bay, St. Benedict has a 
unique responsibility to preserve and perpetuate our African American 
cultural expression of faith, and my hope is that the Feast of St. Benedict 
accentuates who we are and whose we are in the name of Christ! 

Also given the information that I shared above, our task is made more 
imperative; although at this time our parish won’t be merging or 
clustering with Divine Mercy parish, we might be collaborating with 
Divine Mercy on various projects, so maintaining our distinct identity 
remains an vital task.

I know it’s been three years, but we continue to also remember with much 
love and affection our departed brother Fr. Jay - I have remembered him 
and held Jay close to my heart and soul and in my memories these past 
three years. May Fr. Jay rest in peace, and may we never forget.

Abundant thanks to all of you who helped to put together this annual 
event. A particular word of gratitude to Leonard Pete and his crew 
for sharing their tremendous skills in making that day happen, and a 
particular word of thanks to Mary Goulding for allowing us to reserve 
the San Leandro Marina space under her name.

The MAP Process has completed its final Deanery gathering, and as 
a member of the MAP Commission, we continue to pour over data 
regarding Mass attendance, Sacraments, Clergy Availability and 
Finances. Our MAP Commission will continue to meet during the 
summer in order to make recommendations to the Bishop about possible 
options for parish configurations; those include the following: cluster, 
merger or closure. 

It is my understanding, with my appointment as Pastor of Divine Mercy 
and remaining as Pastor of St. Benedict, that at this time, St. Benedict 
will neither cluster, merge nor close. We may collaborate with Divine 
Mercy on various projects and ministries, but for now, everything 
remains the same with St. Benedict, except that I won’t be around as 
much.

Just a heads-up for the month of July - from this Sunday evening, July 
10th to Thursday evening, July 14th, I will be in Bernalillo County, 
New Mexico, for a national conference for Catholic Funeral and 
Cemetery Services (CFCS), the umbrella organization for various 
Catholic diocesan cemeteries throughout the country. I am their 
“Pastoral Chaplain”, an extension of the work that I do at Holy Sepuchre 
Cemetery in Hayward. 

From Friday, July 15th to Friday, July 22nd, I will be in Orlando, 
Florida, for the International Conference of Police Chaplains’ (ICPC) 
Annual Training Seminar. This is a conference I’ve been continuing 
attending for nearly 20 years.

Continued prayers for all of you as the summer months unfold. I hope 
you’re able to find some time for rest and relaxation this summer.
A reminder about National Night Out, Tuesday, August 2nd, here on 
the parish grounds. We join hundreds of other block parties in the City of 
Oakland as we get to know our neighbors better and to work collectively 
in improving our East Oakland community, one block at a time.

God bless,
Fr. Jayson

good listeners, companions, role models; they are not psychologists 
or therapists or case managers. Training is provided. For more 
information, contact Rita Mitchell at rita@ritamitchell.org or 
ysamentor@youthspiritartworks.org. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
Last weekend our insightful Faith Sharer, Mrs. Jo Soublet, encouraged 
us to be “laborers” of the “harvest” (Luke 10: 1 -2). That we take 
steps, including small ones, to persuade our fellow parishioners to 
return to the pews. Her specific suggestion was that we approach even 
one person we know and encourage her or him to rejoin us at church 
services. Increasing parishioner participation and discipleship are two 
of the (four) current pastoral council goals. What do think of Mrs. 
Soublet’s suggestion? Are you willing to be a “laborer”? Do you have 
additional ideas? Please let us know via saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
We are hosting National Night Out on August 2, 2022 from 6:00 
– 8:00. To defray the cost, we would greatly appreciate donations of 
boxed drinks and individually wrapped chips and cookies. You may 
leave your donation in the red crate located in the sanctuary labeled 
“NNO” or drop off at the church office. We are also in need of raffle 
prizes (i.e. gift cards, movie tickets, sports memorabilia to name a 
few), which should be dropped off at the church office. Donations 
needed no later than July 31, 2022. For additional information, 
please contact Linda Palmeri at (510) 329-2828. Thank you.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
will be doing our monthly Food Distribution on July 27th from 
9-11am. Please come and volunteer to prepare food bags for our 
neighbors. All volunteers must wear a mask throughout their 
interaction with our neighbors. If you know of anyone who is food 
insecure, please have them call or you can call to have their names 
placed on our list.  You will be taking their groceries to them. SVdP-
St. Benedict Conference Hotline 510-632-2063. We also need paper 
and plastic bags.
Blessings,
Thank you St. Benedict family,
Wallita Sykes-Bush, President, SVdP-St. Benedict Conference

WELLNESS GROUP UPDATE
Don’t forget that the Well Group is still accepting donations for “The 
Longest Day” event.  Collections of these donations will end on 
August 2nd at our National Night Out event. This is a fundraiser for 
the Alzheimer›s Association to raise awareness and funds for care, and 
to support research for the cure. A huge thank you to those who have 
already contributed. And don›t forget that our Wellness Group meets 
every Monday and Wednesday at 5 pm in Fr. Jay Matthews Hall to 
keep our wellness intact. See ya there!

ATTENTION:
Please do not plan to leave your vehicle on the Church parking lot 
after 11 O’clock Mass on Sundays. If you are attending brunch with 
a group, etc. It is not advisable to carpool expecting to come back 
to retrieve your vehicle. On Sunday, after Mass when the gates are 
closed, there will be no one around to open the gate for you.
Thank you for understanding!

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly parish 
bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 4:00 pm.  
Please submit your announcement to the parish office at this email 
address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.


