
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: July 10, 2022 $2,487.00
Other Collection: Saint Vincent de Paul $25.00
 "100" Club $35.00
  

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
If you would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 

family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, July 17 8:30 am For All St. Benedict's Graduates
  Continued Success 
 11:00 am Fr. Paul Vassar - 51st Anniversary
  Pastoral Council - Successful  
  Discernment
Saturday, July 23 4:30 pm Tonga Lotoaniu† 

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  
Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with 
us today and we hope that you've enjoyed 
Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can 
keep in touch with you and keep you informed 
of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill 
out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN FOR 
ONE MONTH AND EXTENDED UPON REQUEST.

IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN 
LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE 
TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.

Stella Brown
Bettye Burns

Theresa Butler
Mike Casey

Bobbie Colemon
Marquise Colwart

Bishop John Cummins

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, ESPECIALLY
Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley

Frances Porter
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams

SPECIAL COLLECTION - MISSION COOPERATIVE – 
AUGUST 13/14, 2022
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, the diocese of Sivagangai, 
India profoundly thanks and appreciates every one, for your great 
generosity and large support in the Mission cooperative program. 
This year Mission Appeal will benefit the primary and higher 
education of the poor students and in particular the orphans 
and destitute children of this diocese in India. Your support will 
definitely make a big difference, in taking care of their orphanages 
as they reopen all the institutions after heavily affected by Covid-19. 
They are looking for help to finance the setting up of infra-structure, 
and the operation of the schools and orphanages. They would like 
to make an appeal to your kindness and ask your generous financial 
support to educate the illiterate, to feed the hungry, to heal the sick 
and to proclaim the Gospel. We appreciate your generosity; let us 
join hands to support this noble mission.

LECTORS/MINISTERS

July 23/24, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
L. Brown-Parker M. Soublet J. Wilson

SECOND COLLECTION

Saint Vincent de Paul - Next Weekend



Martha and Mary were sisters of Lazarus, the man in 
Luke’s Gospel that Jesus brought back from the dead, 
and they were probably very close friends of Jesus. 
But we shouldn’t confuse this Mary with Mary of 
Magdala, another one of Jesus‘ closest friends and the 
first person to whom he appeared after Jesus rose from 
the dead. There’s nothing in this story or anywhere else 

in Scriptures that links these two women except here in Luke’s Gospel.

Although today’s Gospel reading from Luke doesn’t mention any of the 
apostles by name, Jesus probably didn’t arrive at Martha and Mary’s 
house alone, but came with at least some of his apostles. In this Gospel, 
Martha is angry because she probably has a house full of hungry men 
waiting to be fed, and Mary is socializing instead of helping her to 
prepare the food. Martha is stuck doing all the work and she obviously 
doesn’t like it. Most of us would have reacted the same way had we 
found ourselves in Martha’s predicament.

Martha also appears to be a little perturbed with Jesus and it’s likely 
there is at least some anger in Martha’s voice when she asks him if he 
isn’t concerned that she’s doing all the work while Mary’s just sitting 
around talking to Jesus. We usually don’t like to think of Martha as 
snapping at Jesus like this because, after all, she was talking to God! 
We forget that Jesus didn’t walk around with a neon sign on his chest 
flashing the words,“Worship me, I’m divine!” As far as everyone knew, 
Jesus was a human being just like they were. He had flesh and bones, 
he ate and drink, and at times he felt sick. He even had to bathe like 
everyone else. (You could imagine what he must’ve smelled like after 
working all-day in the carpenter shop). Since Jesus’ followers didn’t 
realize he is also God until after the Easter Resurrection, we shouldn’t 
be surprised that Jesus got on Martha’s nerves. After all, does that 
usually happen in a good friendship?

Jesus acknowledges that Martha is under pressure because she’s trying 
too hard to prepare a nice meal for her guests. In some ancient 
manuscripts, the rest of Jesus’ words are slightly different from those 
in today’s Gospel from Luke. Instead of telling Martha that only one 
thing is needed (this phrase doesn’t really make much sense in the 
story), Jesus words may have been “Only a few things are needed (for 
the meal)", indicating something like, “Don’t worry so much about 
preparing an elaborate feast. Keep it simple. Have a seat and talk to 
me like Mary’s doing because that’s what I really want!”

Sometimes the Church needs us to be like Martha, always ready to 
pitch in and help out. At other times, it needs us to be more like Mary, 
spending time with the Lord. Are we more like Martha or like Mary? 
Could we spend more time this month cultivating within ourselves 
the qualities of the sister whom we are most dissimilar?

On Friday, July 8th, 2022, Bishop Michael Barber formally 
announced that I will become the new Pastor of Divine Mercy 
Parish here in Oakland. Divine Mercy is the parish formed through 
the combining of St. Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal parishes, 
something that was done in September 2018. Although they are 
combined administratively, St. Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal 
maintain separate worship sites, and they also have liturgies in 
Spanish and Vietnamese, along with English Masses.

I will remain as Pastor of St. Benedict parish, so you won’t have to get 
used to a new pastor. I’m not sure how this is all going to work out, 
having to split my time among three worship sites. 

Father Vince Cotter and Father Paul Vassar will be taking the weekend 
Masses at St. Benedict for the next two months, so that I can get a 
sense of what’s going on at Divine Mercy. They have Sunday Masses at 
the St. Lawrence O’Toole and St. Paschal locations, with confessions 

JULY 17, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

Reflections foR this Week

In this weekend’s familiar Gospel, was Martha justified in being 
angry with her sister, Mary? Were you surprised at Jesus’ reply? Why 
or why not?
My Sisters, who do you feel you are most like, Martha or Mary? 
My Brothers, reflect on the times you take to serve and sit at His feet? 
How does it make you feel? 
We’ve heard the term “balancing act,” it’s described as an attempt 
to handle or deal with two or more obligations at one time so as to 
satisfy often competing requirements. In our Christian life we are 
called to, among other things, piety and service. Some struggle with 
the concept. Actions of service combined with adoration for Jesus, 
fuels our relationship with the living Christ. How is your time spent 
fulfilling these two obligations?

CCD Classes
Registration forms for students in grades 1 – 8 are available at 
the back of the church.  Sunday classes will start on Sunday, 
August 21, 2022 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am.  Children in 
second grade this year and older, preparing for the sacraments 
of Baptism, Reconciliation and/or Eucharist must be registered 
in, attending CCD classes regularly.  No child will be accepted 
in the sacramental preparation classes after September 11, 2022. 

COME AND SEE!
What am I seeking?  What Drives my Life?  What is my Identity 
made of?  What matters most to me?  What am I doing with my 
life?  What is my living purpose?  Come and See!

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart.” [Jerimiah 29:13]

Begin your RCIA Journey with us this coming Fall.  The Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults Introductory meeting will be 
on Sunday, August 28, 2022 at 9:40am in Fr. Jay Matthews 
Hall.
Requirements to participate: Registered member of St Benedict 
parish; Proof of COVID vaccination; To defray the cost of the 
text materials, there is a goodwill donation of $20; Student 
text: “Open Wide the Doors to Christ”.  This is open to ALL 
Parishioners 18yrs and above, baptized or not.
Join us on this journey in faith.
For more information, please contact Beverly Ervin at  (510) 
717-1346 or by Email: teach1018@icloud.com 

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
When Fr. Jayson was recently appointed the pastor of Divine 
Mercy in addition to our parish, I immediately congratulated 
him. Fr. Jayson promptly thanked me but was not sure 
if  congratulations  were in order - given his additional duties. 
I understood our pastor. I congratulate Fr. Jayson again and 
thank him. I congratulate Fr. Jayson for having the recognized 
KSAS - Knowledge, Skills, Abilities - to take on additional 
duties, which in effect are four parishes! I thank Fr. Jayson for 
his stewardship during the current, extensive Diocesan Mission 
Alignment Process that resulted in no cluster, merger, or closure 
of our parish! Fr. Jayson is thanked for helping to preserve our 
rich, unique expression of Roman Catholic faith and liturgy 
here at St. Benedict’s. Fr. Jayson,  congratulations  and  thank 

before each Mass. They also have weekday Morning Masses and 
a Wednesday evening Mass as well, along with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Adoration.

I’ll move some of my things up to Divine Mercy (St. Lawrence 
O’Toole site), and leave most of my belongings here at St. Benedict.

I have already informed the Oakland A’s that I am no longer able 
to assist them on Sunday mornings. David Rinetti, the A’s Vice 
President for Operations, is a product of St. Pascal parish and 
school, so he was sympathetic and understanding of my need to 
cease working with the A’s.

Given the information that I shared above, our task in preserving 
the unique nature of St. Benedict is made more imperative; 
although at this time our parish won’t be merging or clustering 
with Divine Mercy parish, we might be collaborating with Divine 
Mercy on various projects, so maintaining our distinct identity 
remains a vital task.

Abundant thanks to all of you who helped to put together this 
annual event. A particular word of gratitude to Leonard Pete and 
his crew for sharing their tremendous skills in making that day 
happen, and a particular word of thanks to Mary Goulding for 
allowing us to reserve the San Leandro Marina space under her 
name.

The MAP Process has completed its final Deanery gathering, and as 
a member of the MAP Commission, we continue to pour over data 
regarding Mass attendance, Sacraments, Clergy Availability and 
Finances. Our MAP Commission will continue to meet during 
the summer in order to make recommendations to the Bishop 
about possible options for parish configurations; those include the 
following: cluster, merger or closure. 

It is my understanding, with my appointment as Pastor of Divine 
Mercy and remaining as Pastor of St. Benedict, that at this time, St. 
Benedict will neither cluster, merge nor close. We may collaborate 
with Divine Mercy on various projects and ministries, but for now, 
everything remains the same with St. Benedict, except that I won’t 
be around as much.

Just a heads-up for the month of July - as I am writing this, I’m 
in Bernalillo County, New Mexico, for a national conference for 
Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services (CFCS), the umbrella 
organization for various Catholic diocesan cemeteries throughout 
the country. I am their “Pastoral Chaplain”, an extension of the 
work that I do at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Hayward. 

From Friday, July 15th to Friday, July 22nd, I will be in Orlando, 
Florida, for the International Conference of Police Chaplains’ 
(ICPC) Annual Training Seminar. This is a conference I’ve been 
continuing attending for nearly 20 years.

Continued prayers for all of you as the summer months unfold. 
I hope you’re able to find some time for rest and relaxation this 
summer.

A reminder about National Night Out, Tuesday, August 2nd, here 
on the parish grounds. We join hundreds of other block parties in 
the City of Oakland as we get to know our neighbors better and to 
work collectively in improving our East Oakland community, one 
block at a time.

God Bless!
Fr. Jayson

you. Pastoral Council Chair David Krashna can be reached 
at saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
We are hosting National Night Out on August 2, 2022 from 
6:00 – 8:00. To defray the cost, we would greatly appreciate 
donations of boxed drinks and individually wrapped chips and 
cookies. You may leave your donation in the red crate located in 
the sanctuary labeled “NNO” or drop off at the church office. 
We are also in need of raffle prizes (i.e. gift cards, movie tickets, 
sports memorabilia to name a few), which should be dropped 
off at the church office. Donations needed no later than July 31, 
2022. For additional information, please contact Linda Palmeri 
at (510) 329-2828. Thank you.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
will be doing our monthly Food Distribution on July 27th from 
9-11am. Please come and volunteer to prepare food bags for our 
neighbors. All volunteers must wear a mask throughout their 
interaction with our neighbors. If you know of anyone who is 
food insecure, please have them call or you can call to have their 
names placed on our list.  You will be taking their groceries to 
them. SVdP-St. Benedict Conference Hotline 510-632-2063. 
We also need paper and plastic bags.
Blessings,
Thank you St. Benedict family,
Wallita Sykes-Bush, President, SVdP-St. Benedict Conference

WELLNESS GROUP UPDATE
Come out on  National Night Out  and visit our information 
table. Ask questions, pick up resource information and gifts. 
Talk to members who attend regularly and get motivated to 
join our group. Also, we will still collect your donations for the 
Alzheimer›s Association if you forgot. See you on August 2nd at 6 
pm, and remember, Keep It Moving!!

ATTENTION:
Please do not plan to leave your vehicle on the Church parking 
lot after 11 O’clock Mass on Sundays. If you are attending 
brunch with a group, etc. It is not advisable to carpool expecting 
to come back to retrieve your vehicle. On Sunday, after Mass 
when the gates are closed, there will be no one around to open 
the gate for you.
Thank you for understanding!

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of
Kaleme Parker

(daughter of Sylvia Parker)
Please remember her family in your prayers.


